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ADVERTISEMENT, BY THE AMERICAN PUBLISHER& 



The disoovery of immense, and apparently exfaaasdess gold- 
fields in Austxalia, has produced a magical effect upon the rest- 
less enterprise of our people; and thousands upon thou- 
sands are flocking to the fiuvofT Island Continent. Hitherto 
little has been known in this country of that imm^ise and 
interesting region — embracing an area larger than the whole 
of Europe — and the importance with which it has become sud- 
denly invested, has created a general and just desire for reliable 
information respecting it 

The sources of such information are not as fully op^ to 
American as to English writers ; and we have therefore dioseu 
to avail ourselves of a recent, and very foil and accurate work 
from the latter source. 

The Three Colonies of Australia, just prepared by 
Samuel Sidney, Esq., who had access to the most reliable data, 
furnishes information equally opportune, interesdng and authen- 
tic, upon almost every topic which may become the subject of 
legitimate inquiry. 

To the emigrant, the work will, it is believed, furnish a safo 
and full guide ; and, to those desiring information respecting 
one of the most interesting regions of the globe, abundant sat 
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CHRONOLOGY OF REMARKABLE EVENTS 

m 
THE HKTORY OF AUSTBAUA. 



1770. — Gaptam Cook lands at Botany Bay : he afterwards explored 
the eoast as far as Cape York, and took possession, nnder 
the name of New South Wales. 

1Y88. — JoMuary ^Oih, Captain Arthur Phillip,' the first Goyemor 
of New South Wales, anchored in Botany Bay with the $rsi 
fleet of convicts. On the 2dth of the same month removed 
to Port Jackson, and founded the future city of Sydney. 
July, First brick store finished. 

1798. — Temporary church built. 

Vl^b*'^ Septemher, Goyemor Hunter arrives. Origin of pastoral 
Australia. Cow pastures, with herd of sixty cattle, from 
three lost in 1788, discovered. 

Kcveniber, Government orders first printed by a lately-ar- 
rived prisoner. 

1798.— Surgeon George Bass discovers Bass' Straits, and proves 
* that Van Diemen's Land is an island. 

1800. — Governor King supersedes Governor Hunter. 

1802. '—Foundation of first brick church. Flinders surveys South 
Australia, Port Lincoln, and Kangaroo Island. 

1808. — The Bydney OazeUe and New South Wales Advertiser (the first 
newspaper) published by authority, A colony planted in 
Van Diemen's JLand. 

1805. —First colonial ship built. 

1806. — First great flood of the Biver Hawkesbury brings on a fam- 
ine : -211). loaf sold for fis. Governor Bligh arrived. 



XU OHBONOLOOT. 

1808. — Governor Bligh deposed by an iniQireetion of the DEiilitaiy 
and colonifltflb 

1809. — Goremor Maoqnarie arrived with the 78rd regiment 

1810. — A free school, a public market^ and Sydney races established 
St Phillip's (the first permanent church) consecrated. A 
road cut through the bush from the market at the end of 
George-street to the market wharf^ where the boats from 
the Hawkesbury lay with provisions. Governor sets out 
on a tour. 

1818. — Messrs. Wentworth, Lawson, and Blozland, on an exploring 
expedition, penetrated across the Blue Mountains^ and dis- 
cover the Bathurst district^ the River Macquarie, Ac, now 
a great gold district 

^.SIV. — January. Mr. Oxley, the^surveyor^eneral, explores from 
Bathurst along the river Laohlan up to 84 degree S. 
F^mtary, Mr. Barron Field, the first judge, arrived. 
March. The Auxiliary Bible Society established. Mr 
Oxley travels from the marshes of the Macquarie overland 
to Port Macquarie. 

1818. —Foundation-stone of St James, the second church, laid. 

1821. — Governor Sir Thomas Brisbane arrives. 

1828. — Maneroo Plains, or Brisbane Downs, explored by Captain 
Currie. Moreton Bay and the River Brisbane explored by 
Mr. Oxley. ^ 

1824— The first chief Justice anives, first attorney-general, with 
the new charter of justice superseding courts martial Pe- 
nal settlement founded at Moreton Bay. Liberty of the 
press acknowledged, and first independent " Australian ** 
newspaper established by W. 0. Wentworth and Dr. War- 
dell Messrs. Hovell and Hume explore overland to Port 
Phillip. 

1826.— "Cunningham discovers Pandora's Pass^ allowing aecess to 
Liverpool Plains from the Hunter River district First arch- 
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deacon arrives. First cpnstitational public meetiiig, with 
the sheriff in the chair, for the purpose of voting an address 
to retiring Governor Brisbane. G^ernor Darling arrives^ 

1826. — First thoroughbred foal, property of Thomas Icely, Esq. In 
1849 gold was found on Mr. Icely's estate at Goombing, forty 
miles from Bathurst Sudds and Thompson tried. 

1827. — Public meeting to petition the King and Houses of Parlia- 
ment for trial by jury in civil cases, and a house of assem- 
bly. Darling Downs discovered by Gunningham. 

1828. — Mr. Justice Dowling arrives, who afterwards died in the 
discharge of his duty from overwork and want of rest. 

1829. — Legislative Gouncil established in accordance with charter 
granted in 1829. Their first act to establish trial by jury 
in civil cases. Swan River founded. Gaptain Sturt travels 
from Yass along the Murrumbidgee to the Murray, takes 
boaty and discovers South Australia and Lake Alexia 
ndrina. 

1881. — First steam-boat launched. Sir Richard Bourke succeeds 

Governor Darling. The Australian GoUege instituted. 
Sale at 6s. an acre by auction substituted for grant of land. 

1882. — A savings bank established. First free emigrants inqported 

at cost of land fund. 

1888. —Public meeting to petition fpr a representative assembly. 
• Foundation of Soots' church laid. 

1884 —First regatta in Port Jackson, March 80th. John M' Arthur, 
the founder of the exports of Australia in merino wool, died 
at his seat at Gamden. Great public meeting to petition 
against the appropriation of the land revenue. 

1886.—- JfarcA. Mr. Gunningham, colonial botanist^ lost on an ex- 
ploring expedition with Mi\jor (now Sir Thomas) Mitchell. 
Mcay, Political association formed, with instruction to cor 
respond with Henry Bulwer, M. P., since Sir Henry Bul- 
wer, K. G. B. 



ZIV CHBOKOIXMnr. 

SepUmher, Fint Bonuui Catholic bishois Poldiag, ftmyet 
from liyerpooL 

N^wmber. A ^apiitt oh^pel founded by the Bey. John 
Saunders. Port Phillip colonized from Yan Diemen's Land. 

1886. — JiffM 2ndL The Right Bey. W. O. Bronghton, Lord Bishop 

of Anstralia^ the first Australian bishop^ arriyes from Eng 
land, and is installed. The ohnrch act establishing the prin • 
oiple of state assistance to all forms of the Christian religion 
passed. The Irish system of national education proposed 
by the goyemor, bat withdrawn. South Australian colony 
founded. 

1887. — yovemher. Sir Bichard Bourke bestows the name of Mel- 

bourne on the town laid out on the Biyer Yarra Yarra. 
Goyemor Bourke returns to England. 

1S9S, '^ February, Sir George Gipps arriyes. Samuel Terry, who 
arriyed in the colony as a prisoner, dies worth half a million 
sterling. 

June 6th. The sittings of the Legislatiy e Council first opened 
to the public 

1889. — Price of land raised from 6s. to 128. an acre. 

1840. -f- The Hunter Biyer Steam Nayigation Company established. 
October, Goyemor Gipps announces that transportation 
had ceased since August^ 1889. Same month last conyict- 
ship, the Eden, arriyed. Price of land raised to a mininfUm 
of £1 an acre and up to £100l * 

1841..^Census taken in May: males, 87,200 ; females, 48,600. Gas 
first used to light Sydney. Lisolyency uniyersaL Sheriff 
shoots himself. Begistrar of Supreme Court discoyered to 
haye embezzled the funds of intestates to a large amount 

1842. — July 16tK A stormy public meeting to petition for legisla- 
tion by representation. 

August let The Sydney Mwming SerM established on The 
Sydney Herald enlarged. Bill for incorporating the city of 
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Sydney passed. In this year six hundred persons took the 
benefit of an insolyent act passed in February. 

1848.— /anuary l«t Dispatches arrive containing the act passed 
by the British Parliament establishing representative in- 
stitutions in New South Wales. 

JwM \%iK W. 0. Wentworth, Esq., and Dr. Bland returned 
at the head of the poll for Sydney. 

Attgtut Ist. First meeting of the partly-elected Legislative 
CounciL Sheep and cattle first boiled down for tallow in 
this year. 

1844.— First peal of bells rung in St. Mary's OathedraL Gentena 
ry Wesleyan Chapel opened. Governor Gipps* squatting 
regulations cause agitation for fixity of tenure. First ex- 
portation of horses to India. Sir Thomas Mitchell, surveyor- 
general, elected representative for Port Phillip. Resigns 
his seat, on finding that the governor requires unqualified 
support Robert Lowe, crown nominee, resigns for the 
same reason. 

1845, — Public meeting to petition the British Parliament for leave 
to import Australian grain into England on the same terms 
as Canadian. Petition refused. 

1846.— Census taken: males» 114^700; females^ H800; including 
Port Phillip. Mrs. Chisholm leaves the colony : is present- 
ed with a testimonial raised by subscription, as an expres- 
sion of thanks for her active and zealous exertions on behalf 
of the emigrant population during the last seven years. Dr. 
Nicholson (now Sir Charles Nicholson) succeeds A. M'Clean, 
Esq., as speaker of the Legislative Council. 
June ^h. Governor's Border Police Act rejected. Vote 
of censure on crown land question by a large majority of 
the Legislative CounciL Governor Sir Charles Fitzroy suc- 
ceeds Sir George Gipps. 
October 22nd At a public meeting to petition against trans- 
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portation, aeyen thooMud rignatiurM were obtained in Syd- 
ney, and one thousand in Maitland in a few hoan. 

1847. — Report of eeleet eommittee, being the fifth, against the min- 

immn priee of land — against the ooal monopoly of the Aus- 
tralian, Agricnltnral Company. 

1848. — Seleet committee on railway communication with the inte- 

rior of New South Wales— -on steam communication with 
England. Compromise concluded which save fixity of ten- 
ure to squatters. 
'1849.—- Agitation against transportation, renewed by Earl Grey, 
and for further representatiye institutions. 

186(K — Earl Grey's proposed constitution rejected. Fort Phillip 
erected into a septoate province as Victoria, representative 
institutions granted to the two other colonies by 18 and 14 
Victoria, cap. 59 — those of New South Wales enlarged. 

186L •— Gold discovered. A select committee issue a remonstrance 
against the act of Parliament — declaration of rights. 

1862.— Steam communication established. Exports exceed five 
millions sterling. Census gives 106,000 males; 81,000 fe- 
males ; without Port Phillip^ which has a population of 
8Q»00a 
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CHAPTEE I. 

Of TBODITOnON FEBST DIBOOYBBIES *- 8PAKIABDB *- DDTOH — ENGUBH — 

FBXNGH 1620 — 1606 — QUIBOS — TOBRES TASMAlf DAXPISB — 

CJOOK — LANDING AT BOTANT BAT NAMED NBW SOUTH WALES, A. IK 

1*770 riBST OOLONISTB OF BOTANY BAT. 

Australia — New South Wales — Botany Bay — 
these are the names under which, within the memory 
of men of middle age, a great island-continent at the 
antipodes has been explored, settled; and advanced 
from the condition of a mere goal, or sink, on which 
our surplus felonry was poured — ^a sheepwalk tended 
by nomadic burglars — -to be the wealthiest offset of 
the British crown — a land of promise for the adven- 
turous — a home of peace and independence for the 
industrious — an El Dorado and an Arcadia com- 
bined, where the hardest and the easiest, best-paid 
employments aire to be found,, where every striving 
man who rears a race of industrious children, may sit 
under the shadow of his own vine and his own fig-tree 
— not without work, but with little care — living on 
his own land, looking down the valleys to his herds 
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— towards the hills to his flocks, amid the humming 
of bees, which know no winter. 

TJnder the genial variations of the climate of Aus* 
tralia all the prodnctioni> if sonthem and temperate 
latitudes flourish — the paim and the oak, the potato 
and the jam, the orange and the apple, wheat and 
Indian com. Over her boundless pastures millions 
of sheep wander — sheep of " noble race," whose feet, 
according to the Spanish proverb, " turn all the earth 
they touch to gold," and cattle by tens of thousands, 
that may compare with the best of Durham, or Here- 
ford, or Devon, and horses as swift and untiring as 
ever bounded over the stony deserts of Arabia. In 
her mountain ridges and river beds gold is gathered 
in greater profusion than ever Cortes or Pizarro dream- 
ed—gathered without shedding one drop of blood. 
Peaceful seas around — safe harbors give access to— =• 
this goodly land, which may be traversed inland for 
hundreds of miles on foot or horseback — no ravenous 
wild beasts threaten or afiright the timid — the abo- 
rigines are few, and quick to learn submission. 

The hard work of colonization has been done; the 
road has been smoothed and made ready ; yet there 
is ample verge and room enough for millions to fol- 
low in the track of the thousands who have conquered 
and subdued the earth, and planted and reared, not 
only com and cattle, but an English race, imbued 
with English traditions, taught by English literature, 
enjoying English institutions, and practising English 
love of order and obedience to law, while cherishing 
the firmest attachment to liberty. 
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With these elements of social and political prosper- 
ity, only needing for full development a tide of popu- 
lation which England can well spare, it cannot 
be doubted that a very few years will transform what 
our fathers considered the meanest, into the greatest 
of Britain's dependencies ; and that, at a period when 
continental Europe seems retrograding into deeper 
than mediseval darkness and despotism, side by side 
in friendly rivalry with the great American republic, 
we shall realize the threat of the baf&ed statesman, 
(when the rising liberties of Spain were crushed under 
the armies of the soon-to-be-exiled Bourbon,) and 
" call a new world into existence to redress the bal- 
ance of the old "* — a new field for the employment 
of able-bodied industry, which, overflowing from the 
crowded competition of Europe, may tiiere help 
on the march of unrestricted commerce, by digging 
capital out of the soil, or, at less exercise of strength, 
produce choice raw material for the triumphs of 
machinery. 

For some fifteen years armies of emigrants have 
annually proceeded in greater or less numbers to the 
Australian colonies, yet it is but recently that the 
general public have cared to inquire more than how 
bread was to be earned or how capital invested. Late 
discoveries have invested these dependencies with 
new importance in the eyes of all who follow with in- 
terest the progress of the Anglo-Saxon race. The 
time seems propitious for attempting not only to de- 
scribe the features, the resources, and the prospects 

* George Canning. 
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of these colonies, but to trace the series of political, 
social, and commercial events by which an insignifi- 
cant penal settlement in the most distant <][uarter of 
the globe, supported at great cost by the parent state, 
has given birth to a cluster of prosperous, selfnaup- 
porting colonies, largely contributing, directly and 
indirectly, to the imperial revenues, by the produc- 
tion of valuable raw materials, by the consumption of 
British manu&ctures, and by the employment of any 
amount of labor that can be landed on their shores. 

The name ^^ Australia," now universally adopted to 
designate the whole island-continent, was suggested 
by the gallant, unfortunate, and ill-requited Flinders, 
in his " Account of- a Yoyage of Discovery to Terra 
Australis." From this work almost all writers on 
Australian geography have copied accounts of the 
progress of discovery previous to the voyage of Cap- 
tain Cook. 

The Dutch, who first explored the whole northern 
coast, called it New Holland in their own language. 
Captain Cook, after sailing around the south-eastern 
coast, gave it the name of New South Wales, from a 
supposed resemblance to that part of Great Britain, and 
by that name the whole island was known in English 
works imtil other settlements were formed. But col- 
loquially, until very recently. Botany Bay, the first 
landing-place of Captain Cook, was vulgarly and 
popularly the designation given to Australia, although 
no settlement was ever formed there ; and it remains 
to this day a swampy suburb, at an hour's ride from 
Sydney, to which idlers resort, to drink, smoke, play 



FIB8T DI800VKBEB8 OF ATraTKAIIA. 21 

quoits, and from which part of the water for the sap- 
ply of that city is obtained. 

Port Phillip, the name first given to the great bay 
on which are the ports of Geelong and Melbonme,* 
after Captain Phillip, first governor of New South 
Wales, has been applied to the whole province ; and, 
although by the act of Parliament which created it a 
separate colony the name of Victoria has been affixed 
to this region, it will be long before tlie old inhabi- 
tants will remember or consent to give any other 
name than Port Phillip to the district which Sir 
Thomas Mitchell endeavored to designate as Austrar 
lia Felix, and Dr. Lang, Phillipsland. 

The act of Parliament that created the third colony 
fixed the name of South Australia. 

Official and parliamentary documents have super- 
seded the old name of Swan Eiver by Western Aus- 
tralia. Yan Diemen's Land retains its old Dutch 
name, although also occasionally more conveniently 
known as Tasmania. 

Dutch, Spanish, ana English have succeeded in 
affixing nominal marks of their discoveries on Aus- 
tralia, which is almost the last country peopled by an 
European race ; but the French, in spite of efforts of 
great pains and cost, have been generally superseded, 
although at one time they had appropriated all the 
discoveries of Matthew Flinders. 

The earliest authentic records of the discovery of 

* Melbourn stands on the Yarra Yarra River, navigable by steam- 
ers of two hundred tons. Large vessels lie off its mouth in Hob- 
son's Bay. 
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any part of Australia are Spanish. The traces sup- 
posed to be found by some geographers in ancient 
charts of " Jave le Grand," and in a copy of Marco 
Polo's travels, with a map, are too obscure to deserve 
serious consideration. 

That Chinese navigators knew of the existence of 
Northern Australia at a very remote period is, looking 
at the unchanging habits of that people, more than 
probable. They have formed a settlement on the 
Island of Timor, distant only two hundreii and fifty 
miles from Gape York, and are in the habit of resort- 
ing to the coast near the abandoned settlement of 
Port Essington to collect a Chinese dainty, the tre 
pang or seaslug. 

Between 1520 and 1600 the Spaniards, in the course 
of their voyages from their South American posses- 
sions, discovered several islands of the Australian 
group ; and, in 1606, Pedro Fernandez de Quiros and 
Luis Vaez de Torres made a voyage of discovery in 
two ships. After finding land, which they named 
Torra del Esperito Santo, now known as the New He- 
brides, the ships parted company in a gale of wind : 
Torres, the second in command, coasted along New 
Guinea, and sailed through the dangerous straits 
which are still the dread of the mariner in stormy 
seasons, and still bear his name. He passed two 
months in this difficult navigation, mistaking the por- 
tions of the coast of Australia which he sighted for 
islands. Of this voyage he transmitted a full account 
in a letter to the King of Spain ; but, in accordance 
with the jealous policy of the age, the record was sup- 
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preBsed, and the existence of the straits remained nn* 
known until they were re-discovered by Captain Cook 
in 1770. 

But in 1762, during our war with Spain, we cap- 
tured Manilla by storm, and in the archives of that 
city Mr. Alexander Dalrymple, the historiographer 
of the British Admiralty, discovered a copy of the 
letter to the King of Spain, which had been deposited 
there by Torres. 

Dalrymple, with that sense of justice and right 
feeling which should inspire all men of science, did 
justice to the discoverer by inscribing on the oflScial 
maps issued from his department, against the intricate 
passage between Australia and Kew Guinea, " Torres 
Straits." 

About the same time that Quiros and Torres were 
pursuing their investigations, the Dutch, then in the 
height of their maritime power, were prosecuting 
voyages of discovery in the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans. 

From the instructions prepared for the guidance of 
Abel Janz Tasman previous to his voyages in 1642 
and 1644 (instructions which were signed by the Gov- 
ernor-General Antonia Van Diemen, and four mem- 
bers of the council, at Batavia), in which the previous 
discoveries of the Dutch in Kew Guinea and the 
" Great South Land " were recited, it appears that a 
Dutch yacht, on a voyage of discovery in 1605-6, 
discovered the " South Land," mistaking it for the 
west side of New Guinea ; that a second expedition, 
in 1617, met with no success ; and that, in 1623, a 
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third, consistiiig of the yachts Pera and Arnhem, was 
dispatched from Ambojna, bj which were discovered 
" the great islands of Amhem and Spult," being, in 
fact, the north of Australia, which still bears the 
name of Amhem's Land. Other records show that, 
up to 1626, the Dutch had either accidentally, or by 
voyages of exploration, discovered and given names 
to about half the coast of Australia. 

Many of these names are preserved to this day, for 
we have not the passion which afflicts some nations 
of re-naming after the standard of our own language 
— we can afford to be generous in peace and war. 

The Gulf of Carpentaria is still called after General 
Peter Carpenter, who explored it : at that period 
military titles were indifferently applied to comman- 
ders at sea as on land ; and captains of ships then, as 
at present in the Russian navy, wore spurs. The 
names of Amhem, Tasman, De Witt, Endrachts, and 
Edel, cover the whole of the coast of Northern Aus- 
tralia as far as Shark's Bay. 

It is curious that none of these explorations led to 
any permanent settlement ; and that in this instance, 
as in many others — in America, at the Cape, and in 
India — England has reaped the fruits of Dutch in- 
dustry and enterprise. They have scarcely been more 
fortunate than the indolent, anti-commercial Span- 
iard. The Dutch, of all their rich colonial possessions, 
retain only Java, and the Spaniards Cuba. And the 
two new gold-fields discovered by Dutch and Span- 
iards, Australia and California, have fallen into the 
hands of an Englishnspeaking race. 
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Of Tasman's voyage no account has ever been pub- 
lished. There was found on one of the islands forming 
the roadstead called Dirk Hartog's Roadstead, at the- 
entrance of Shark's Bay, in 1697, and afterwards again 
in 1801, a pewter plate attached to a decayed log 
half sunk in earth, which bore two inscriptions in 
Dutch, of different dates, of which lie following are 
translations: 

"1616. On the 25th of October the ship Endracht, of Amster- 
dam, arriyed here ; first merchant^ Gilles Miebais Van Luck ; Cap- 
tain Dirk Hartog, of Amsterdam. She sailed' on the S'Tth of the 
same month for Bantam. Supercargo Janstins ; chief pilot, Peter 
Ecores Van Due. Y^ar 1616." 

The second inscription was — 

" 1697. On the 4th February the ship Geelviiik, of Amsterdam, 
arrived here ; Wilhelein de Flamingo captain-commandante ; John 
Bremen, of Copenhagen, assistant ; Michel Bloem Van Estoght, as- 
sistant. The dogger Nyptaught^ Captain Gerril Coldart, of Amster 
dam ; Theodore Hermans, of the- same place, assistant ; first pilots 
Gerritzen, of Bremen 

"The galley If el Wese^'e, Cornelius de Flaming, of Yielandt^ 
commander; Coert Gerritzen, of Bremen, pilot. Our fleet sails 
hence, leaving the southern territories for Batavia." 

In 1642 Tasman discovered, and sailed along the 
coast of, the Mand of Van Diemen'a Land, supposing 
it to be part of the " South Land." 
, In successive investigations by Captain Marrion, of 
the French navy, in 1772 ; by Captain Tobias, of the 
British service, ii^ 1773 ; by Captain Cook, in 1777 ; 
and by the French Eear-Admiral D'Entrecasteaux, 
the coast line to the south and east was farther ex- 
B 
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plored ; but the insularity of Van Diemen's Land, the 
harbor of Port Jackson, and the rivers Hunter, Bris- 
bane, and Tarra, aU destined to be the outlets to im- 
portant districts in future colonies, remained undis- 
covered. 

The many hundred leagues of coast so frequently 
visited by the Dutch had aflfbrded no encouragement 
for the plantation of settlements similar to those which 
they had founded with such brilliant results in the 
Indian Seas. 

The (Commander Carstens, sent by the Dutch East 
India Company to explore New Holland, describes it 
as "barren coasts, shallow water, islands thinly peo- 
pled by cruel, poor, and brutal natives, and of very 
little use to the company." Tasman's Land was pro- 
nounced to be the abode of " howling evil spirits." 

In these discouraging reports all mariners, until the 
time of Captain Cook, agreed ; which is not extraor- 
dinary, considering that, after the time of Columbus, 
maritime discoverers sought lands in which either 
gold was to be had for gathering, or where rich trop- 
ical fruits abounded in pleasant harbors. 

In New Holland the natives were hostile and mis- 
erably poor, in the lowest state of human existence ; 
they built no huts, they wore no ornaments of gold or 
precious stones, they cultivated no ground, their bar- 
ren, unfruitful coast afforded no indigenous fruits for 
barter; neither the yam, the cocoa, nor the pine- 
apple, the lemon, the citron, the gourd, nor indeed 
any other fruit grateful to European taste. 

As the Spaniards were the first, so the British were 
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the last, and, in their first attempts, the least success- 
ful, in exploring the coast of Australia. 

William Dampier, one of the boldest and most scien- 
tific navigators of his age, author of a " Voyage round 
the World," from which Defoe drew many hints, vis- 
ited New Holland three times — on the first occasion 
with his companions the buccaneers ; again as pilot 
of H. M. S. Roebuck, when he spent about five weeks 
in ranging off and on the coast of New South Wales, 
a length of about 300 leagues ; on the third occasion 
he passed through Torres Straits as pilot to Captain 
Woodes Rogers, in 1710, when he explored Shark's 
Bay, the coast of New Guinea, New Britain, and New 
Zealand. 

In July, 1769, Captain James Cook, after having ob- 
served the transit of Venus at Otaheite (or Tahiti), and 
cruised for a month among^the other Society Islands, 
sailed southward in search of the continent Ter^ra 
Au8trdli8 Incognita^ which geographers for a prece- 
ding century had calculated must exist somewhere 
thereabouts, as a counterpoise to the great tract of 
land in the northern hemisphere. 

In this search he first visited the Islands of New 
Zealand, which had been previously discovered by 
Tasman in 1662 : he spent six months in investigating 
them, and ascertained that they consisted of two largo 
islands. New Zealand owes the pig and potato to 
Cook, for which his memory was long honored and 
even worshiped among those heroic savages. In hia 
report to the Admiralty, Cook recommended that any 
settlement which it might be considered advisable to 
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establish, should be planted at the Valley of Thames, 
where Auckland, the capital of the northern colonies, 
has since been founded. 

Leaving Kew Zealand, and sailing westward, he 
sighted New Holland on the 11th of April, 1770, 
and on the 27th anchored in the roadstead to which 
he afterwards gave the name Botany Bay. On the 
following day he landed, with Mr. (afterwards Sir 
Joseph) Banks, President of the Koyal Society, Dr. 
Solander, and a party of seamen. They were all 
charmed with the bright verdure of the scene, in 
which every natural object — the kangaroo bounding 
through the open forest, the evergreen eucalypti, the 
grass-trees, the birds, were unlike anything they had 
ever seen before in the course of their voyages in va- 
rious quarters of the globe. 

After exploring the country for several days, during 
which a favorable estimate was formed of the capa- 
bilities of the district for supporting a colony,* and 
vainly endeavoring to open a communication with 
natives, through Tupia, a South-sea Islander, Cook 
sailed to the northward, passing without visiting the 
opening into Port Jackson : taking it for a mere boat 
harbor, he gave it the name of the look-out seaman 
who announced the indentation in the dark, lofty, 

* The anthor of the narrative of Cook's first voyage says : — " It 
was on account of the great quantity of plants which Mr. Banks 
and Dr. Solander collected in this place that Lieutenant Cook was 
induced to give it the name of Botany Bay.- In cultivating the 
ground there would be no obstacle from the trees, which are tall, 
straight, and without underwood, and stand a sufficient distance 
from each other." 
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basaltic cliffs wMcli open a passage into that noble 
harbor. 

On the 17th of May, Cook anchored in a bay to 
which he " gave the name of Moreton Bay ; and, at 
a place where the land was not at that time visible, 
some on board, having observed that the sea looked 
paler than usual, were of opinion that the bottom of 
the bay opened into a river ; " but Cook came to a 
contrary conclusion ; it was not until 1823 that the 
navigable Eiver Brisbane, which gives access to a 
fine pastoral country, was discovered. 

Leaving Moreton Bay, Cook ran down the coast as 
far as Cape York, taking possession in the usual form 
wherever he landed. Afterwards passing between 
New Guinea and Australia, he proved, as Torres had 
before him, that they were distinct islands. 

Cook landed altogether five times on this coast — 
first at Botany Bay, on the 28th of April, 1770 ; 
secondly on the 22nd of May, when he shot a kind of 
bustard weighing 17 lbs., and named the landing- 
place Bustard Bay ; the third time on the 30th of 
May, at a spot which, from the absence of water, he 
named Thirsty Sound. The fourth time was on the 
18th of June, 1770 (seven days after his vessel, the 
Endeavor, had struck upon a coral jock), at En- 
deavor Eiver, where they refitted. It was during his 
stay at Endeavor Eiver that one of his crew came 
running to the boat, declaring that he had seen the 
devil, " as large as a one-gallon keg, with horns and 
wings, yet he crep^ so slowly I might have touched 
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him if I had not been afeared." This " devil" was a 
grey-headed vampyre. 

On the 2l8t of August of the same year, having 
passed and named a point on the mainland " Cape 
York," Cook anchored, landed for the fifth time on an 
island 'which lies in lat. 10"* 30 S., and having ascer- 
tained that he had discovered an open passage to the 
Indian Seas, by ascending a hill from whence he had 
a clear view of forty miles, before reembarking took 
possession in the following words : — 

" As I am now about to quit the eastern coast of 
New Holland, which I have coasted from lat. 38"* to 
this place, and which I am confident no European has 
ever seen before, I once more hoist English colors ; 
and, though I have abeady taken possession of sev- 
eral parts, I now take possession of the whole of the 
eastern coast, by the name of New South Wales (from 
its great similarity to that part of the principality), 
in the right of my sovereign, George the Third, King 
of Great Britain." 

His men fired three volleys of firearms, which were 
answered by the same number from the guns of the 
ship, and by three cheers from the main shrouds, and, 
then reembarking,he named the spot Possession Island. 

These explorations of Cook completed the circuit 
of the island commenced and prosecuted from the 
commencement of the seventeenth century by the 
Spanish and Dutch, with the exception of the coast 
opposite Van Diemen's Land, which was reserved for 
the enterprise of Flinders and Bass. 
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In his exploration of Australia, Cook's usual saga- 
city and good fortune seem to have failed him, although 
his contributions to our knowledge of an important 
navigation were of the most valuable character. 

He selected Botany Bay, a dangerous harbor, which 
must remain for many years an undrained swamp. 
He passed without examination Port Jackson, the 
site of Sydney ; Moreton Bay, with its navigable 
river ; and, concluding that Van Diemen's Land was 
part of the Island of Australia, and the dividing 
straits a deep bay, lost the opportunity of investigar 
ting the great bay of Port Phillip, on the shores of 
which the most flourishing colony in the British do- 
minions is now rising. 

In God's good providence the discovery was re- 
served for a fitting time. 

Captain Cook and his companions had passed a 
few days on the intended site of the proposed penal 
colony, and had found a small river, a profusion of 
curious plants, and an indifferent harbor. They had 
not seen any plains of pasture fit to feed live stock. 
They had not found any large edible animals, such as 
deer, or buffaloes, or pigs. They had no means of 
ascertaining whether the soil was capable of carrying 
crops for the support of a considerable population ; 
and the nearest land at which live stock and dry 
stores could be procured was the Cape of Good Hope, 
a colony in the possession of the Dutch. 

As little judgment, as little forethought, as little 
common humanity was displayed in selecting the 
colonists as the colony. The first detachment con- 
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Bisted of the first governor, Captain Arthur Phillip, 
R. N., with a guard of marines, viz., a major-com- 
mandant, twelve subalterns, and twenty-four non- 
commissioned officers, one hundred and sixty-eight 
rank and file, with forty women, their wives. These 
were the unconvicted section of the intended colony. 
The prisoners were six hundred men, and two hun- 
dred and fifty women, the latter being not only the 
most abandoned of their sex, but many of them aged, 
infirm, and even idiotic. 

This fearful disproportion of sexes was maintained, 
and even increased, until the proportion of men to 
women was as six to one, and the results became too 
horrible to be recorded. 

This i' goodly company" was embarked in a frigate, 
the Sirius, an armed tender, three store-ships, and six 
transports, under the command of Captain Hunter. 
At the last moment, by an afterthought, on0 chaplain 
was sent on board. There was no schoolmaster, no 
superintendent, or gaolers, or overseers, except ma- 
rines with muskets loaded in case of revolt. No 
agriculturist was sent to teach the highwaymen and 
pickpockets to plough, and delve, and sow. No sys- 
tem of discipline was planned, nothing beyond mere 
coercion was attempted. Even the supply of me- 
chanics required for erecting the needful, houses and 
stores was left a matter of chance, dependent on the 
trades of the six hundred felons ; and, as it turned 
out, there were not half a dozen carpenters, only one 
bricklayer, and not one mechanic in the whole settle- 
ment capable of erecting a corn-mill. 
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The " first fleet" sailed on the 13th: May, 1787, and, 
after a Toyage of eight months, during which they 
touched at the Cape de Verd Islands, Kio de Janeiro, 
and the Cape of Good Hope, everywhere received 
with the greatest attention and courtesy, on the 20th 
January, 1788, anchored in Botany Bay. 

Within four and twenty hours after landing. Gov- 
ernor Phillip ascertained that Botany Bay was quite 
unsuitable for the site of a colony, that a sufficient 
quantity of cultivable agricultural land, and of fresh 
water, were wanting, and that the harbor was unsafe 
for ships of burden. 

Without disembarking his charge, he set out with 
a party of three boats, to explore the coast to the 
northward, and particularly Broken Bay, an inlet - 
favorably mentioned by Captain Cook, distant about 
eighteen miles from Botany Bay ; but, as he sailed 
along the barrier of cliffs which line the shores, he 
decided to examine a narrow cleft which Cook, pass- 
ing by as a mere boat harbor, had named after the 
look-out man who viewed it. Port Jackson. 

The day was mild and serene The expedition 
sailed along the coast near enough to see, and hear 
the wild cries of, the astonished natives, who fol- 
lowed them as far as the rugged nature of the land 
WQuld permit. As they approached Port Jackson, 
the coast wore such an appearance that Captain 
Phillip fnUy expected to find Captain Cook's unfa- 
vorable impressions realized ; but he was destined to 
be most agreeably disappointed. 

The first t^ck carried the expedition out of the long 
B* 3 
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heavy swell of the Pacific Ocean into the smooth 
water of a canal protected by two projecting "heads," 
and soon they came within sight of a vast land-locked" 
lake, stretching as far as the eye could reach, dotted 
with small islands, whose shores sloped, forest-covered, 
down to the water's edge. Black swans and other 
rare water-birds fluttered up as the white strangers 
sailed on, charmed with a scene in which every 
feature was beautiful, yet strange : they had discov- 
ered one of the finest harbors in the world. Coasting 
round the shores of this great natural basin. Gover- 
nor Phillip determined to plant his colony on a prom- 
ontory where a small clear stream trickled into the 
salt water. After three days spent in exploration, he 
returned to Botany Bay. 

On the morning of the 25th January, as they were 
working out, the English fleet were astonished by 
seeing two strange ships of war sailing into the bay. 
These were the Boussole and Astrolabe, the French 
expedition of discovery under the command of M. de 
la Perouse, which had left France in 1786. La 
Perouse "had sailed into Botany Bay by Captain 
Cook's chart, which lay before him on the binnacle. 
Having heard at Kamtschatka of the intended settle- 
ment, he had expected to have found a town built 
and market established." Thus it was probably but 
by a few days that the honor of discovering Port 
Jackson fell to England. The French squadron re- 
mained until the 10th March to refresh and refit, and, 
then departing, were never heard of more until, in 
1826, Mr. Dillpn discovered at the Manicola Islands 



FOUNDATION OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 36 

traces of arms and ornaments which proved their 
moilmful fate — shipwrecked and murdered by sav- 
ages. 

A monument has been erected to the memory of 
La Perouse and his crew in Botany Bay. 



CHAPTER II. 

GOVERKOR PHILLIP TO GOVERNOR KING. 
1788 TO 1806. 

FOUNDATION OF NSW SOUTH WALES — TBE FIBST OHUBCH WILD GATTLB 

FOUND — GOYEBNOR HUNTER — 60VEKN0R EXNG. 

On the 26th January, 1788, an English fleet an- 
chored in deep water close along the shore of Sydney 
Cove, so called after Lord Sydney, one of the lords of 
the Admiralty ; a formal disembarkation took place 
— a detachment of marines and blue jackets leaped 
from their boats into the shades of a primeval forest ; 
after hoisting British colors " near where the colon- 
nade in Bridge-street now stands," the proclamation 
and commission constituting the colony were read, a 
salute of small arms was fired, and the career of the , 
province of New South Wales commenced. 

The whole party landed amounted to one thousand 
and thirty souls, who encamped under tents, and un- 
der and within hollow trees, " in a country resembling 
the more woody parts of a deer park in England." 

Such were the incidents of the foundation, and such 
the founders, of our colonial empire in Australia. 
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No sooner had the convict colonists been disem- 
barked, and the erection of the necessary buildings 
commenced, than tlie want of a sujBBcient body of ar- 
tificers was experienced! The ships famished sixteen, 
and the prisoners twelve, carpenters ; and by a piece 
of unexpected good fortune, which caused much re- 
joicing, " an experienced bricklayer was discovered 
among the convicts. He was at once placed at the 
head of a party of laborers, with orders to construct a 
njimber of brick huts : in the meantime the governor 
occupied a tent." * 

This first example is a fair specimen of the manner 
in which the penal discipline in the colony was con- 
ducted for a long series of years. A useful man was 
placed in authority, and allowed a variety of indul- 
gencies, quite irrespective of his moral qualities. The 
greatest ruffians became overseers, and occupied pla- 
ces of trust. Men of no use — mere drudges — were 
treated worse than beasts of burden. 

In the month of May the entire live stock of the 
colony, public and private, consisted of — 

2 Bulls, 29 Sheep, 18 Turkeys, 
5 Cows, 19 Goats, 29 Geese, 

1 Horse, 74 Pigs, 35 Ducks, 

3 Mares, 5 Eabbits, 210 Fowls. 
3 Colts. 

The cattle were of the Cape breed, humpy on the 
soulders, and long-horned, a fact which it afterwards 
became of consequjence to remember. 

In the ensuing month it is recorded as a public ca- 
lamity that two bulls and four cows wandered away 
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from the pickpocket herdsman who had them in 
charge, and were lost in the woods. In the sequel it 
was shown that the cattle were better colonists than 
their owners. 

The entrance to Port Jackson, as already partly de- 
scribed, is through projecting capes, or two heads — 
which conceal and shelter the far extent of the har- 
bor. A channel, about two miles in breadth, opens 
a land-locked harbor, about fifteen miles in length, of 
irregular form, the shores jagged with inlets, coves 
and creeks, which, when the first adventurers landed, 
were covered to the water's edge with the finest tim- 
ber. At the western extremity a current of fresh 
water mingling with the sea tide gave signs of the 
wiuding Paramatta Eiver, navigable for small vessels 
of burden for eighteen miles. 

The settlement was planted on the banks of an in- 
let or " cove," about half a mile in length and a quar- 
ter in breadth, which received a considerable stream 
of fresh water at the upjjer end. 

The native blacks, who then swarmed along the 
whole coast from Botany Baly, and far beyond in 
either direction, came to meet the white strangers 
naked, armed with the shield, the spear, and the 
boomerang, which the settlers often took for a wood- 
en swDrd, 

Frougi the circumstance of the aborigines not being 
subject to the authority of any sort of government 
except that of the strongest man, from the imperfec- 
tion of their arms, and their mental incapacity for 
combination, their communications and skirmishes 
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with the white intruders do not occupy that place in 
the history of the colony which is filled by the Eed 
Indian tribes in the history of North America, or the 
semi-civilized Peruvians and Mexicans in that of the 
Spanish South America. 

On the 7ih February, 1788, the king's commission 
for the government of the " territory of New South 
Wales and its dependencies " was read. By this in- 
strument the colony was declared " to extend from 
the northern extremity of the coast called Cape Tork, 
in the latitude of 10 deg. 37 min., to the southern ex- 
tremity of South Cape, in the latitude of 43 deg. 39 
min., including all adjacent islands within those lati- 
tudes, and inland to the westward as fer as the 135th 
degree of east longitude." 

It was not until five years after Governor Phillip's 
landing that a temporary church was erected, and 
divine service performed on the 25th August, 1793. 

The founders of New England did not let a week 
elapse without making permanent arrangements for 
religious worship and education which endure to this 
day, and have spread their humanizing infiuences all 
over the wide empire of the American republic. 
While under the rule of a sovereign which some, dis- 
paraging the present, are accustomed specially to 
glorify as the reign of a Christian king, the lash, the 
pillory, the gallows, were afforded as freely as teach- 
ing and preaching were neglected. 

It sounds strangely in this age to hear that, *^ the 
clergyman complaining of non-attendance at divine 
service," which was generally performed in the open 
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air, alike unsheltered from wind and rain, as from the 
fervor of the summer's sun, " it was ordered that three 
pounds of flour should be deducted from the ration 
of each overseer, and two pounds jfrom each laboring 
convict, who should not attend prayers once on each 
Sunday, unless some reasonable excuse for absence 
should be assigned." 

In 1791 (April) we find Mr. Schaffer, a German, ar- 
riving from England as a superintendent of convicts ; 
but on discovery that, as he spoke no English, he was 
unable to discharge his duties, he retired, and accept- 
ed a grant of land of 140 acres at Eosehill. One can- 
not help feeling curious to know under whose patron- 
age and for what services a German, not speaking 
English, was sent as superintendent of convicts at the 
antipodes. Is it possible that Miss Bumey's friend, 
Madame Schwellenberg could have had anything to 
do with this little appointment ? 

At the same time James Euse received a grant of 
the same quantity of land as a reward for being the 
first settler who had declared himself able to support 
himself on a farm he had occupied fifteen months, and 
to dispense with an allowance from the government 
stores. 

These incidents, with the arrival, in two detach- 
ments, of a regiment raised for the purpose of serving 
in the colony, under the title of the New South Wales 
Corps, are the most remarkable events during the lat- 
ter years of the reign of Governor Phillip, who re- 
signed his office to Lieutenant-Governor Grose, and 
returned to England on the 11th December, 1792. 
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Governor Phillip took with him to England two of 
the aborigines, with whom, throughout the period of 
his- government, he had endeavored to promote a good 
understanding — a task involving great diffieultieB, 
arising from the brutality of the convicts and the un- 
tameable nature of the savages. The tribes that 
swarmed round Port Jackson and Botany Bay have, 
with one exception, all died out ; the character and 
customs of those who survive in less settled districts 
remain unchanged, or at any rate not more changed 
than the fox chained in a courtyard, or a pheasant in 
an aviary. 

In September, 1795, Grovemor Hunter arrived, su- 
perseded Lieutenant-Governor Grose, and remained 
the usual term of five years. His difficulties were 
less formidable than those of Governor Phillip, which 
were not extravagantly rewarded by a retiring pen- 
sion of £500; his office was no sinecure. 

He had had a large body of convict colonists under 
his command who would not work, who would drink, 
and who were therefore dependent for subsistence on 
supplies imported from England and India. By 
every ship that left the harbor there was an attempt, 
generally successftd, to escape, on the part of con- 
victs ^ fifty were taken from one ship at a time " when 
the loss of the labor of one man was important ;" and 
it was no wonder that all who could endeavored to 
fiy from a colony where the population was annually 
put on short allowance of food, and very often in dan- 
ger of actual starvation. 

At this period, and for more than twenty years. 
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Bpirits were the ordinary currency of tHe colony. 
Almost all extra work was paid for in spirits, and it 
was thought quite proper to stimulate the diligence 
of prisoners, in unloading a vessel laden with gov- 
ernment stores, by giving half a pint of spirits to each. 
Among free and bond, drunkenness was a prevailing 
vice. The tyranny of the prisoner-overseers was so 
great that the best-inclined convicts were goaded to 
recklessness and crime. Criminal assaults on women 
were so common that " the poor unfortunate victims 
were designated by a title expressive of the insults 
they had received." 

The whole population, on the arrival of Captain 
Hunter, with the exception of one hundred and sev- 
enty-nine, were dependent on the public stores for 
rations, many of the exceptions being reputed thieves, 
presumed to subsist on plunder from stores and gar- 
dens. 

The most favorable feature of this epoch was the 
extension of cultivation by settlers along the rich allu- 
vial land on the banks of the river Hawkesbury, one 
of the first districts which seemed to yield a fair re- 
turn to industry. 

Among the events of this five years may be noted the 
first use of a printing-press, the discovery of the lost 
herd of cattle, and the foundation of a settlement, 
called Newcastle, on the Coaeve or Hunter's Kiver. 

A printing-press had been sent out with the first 
fleet, but no printers ; and all public agd private an- 
nouncements were made in manuscript, or by the 
bellman, until Governor Hunter discovered a printer 
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among his convict subjects, and established a govem- 
ment^azette. In this age of newspapers it seems in- 
credible that a number of officers and gentlemen 
should have been satisfied for so many years without 
something in the shape of a newspaper ; but the col- 
ony was divided into slavedrivers and slaves, who 
. were equally content to spend their time in feeding 
pigs and getting drunk. 

The reports of the natives led the governor to send 
out as scouts men employed as hunters, to collect 
fresh provisions for public use, and they discovered, 
feeding on rich pastures on the other side of the river 
Wepean, still known as Cow Pastures, a herd of sixty 
cattle, the produce of the five cows and two bulls lost 
in 1788. 

To realize this sight, so pleasant to the eyes of men 
condemned to perpetual rations of salt meat,rarely vari- 
ed by fresh pork, the governor himself set out on an ex- 
pedition, and tracked and viewed the herd with great 
delight. An old bull, fiercely and obstinately charg- 
ing, was slaughtered in self defence ; he proved to be 
of the humpy-shouldered Cape breed of the lost stock, 
which left no doubt of the identity of the herd, and 
dispelled the notion of indigenous cattle ; the party 
made a delicious meal, and a few pounds were carried 
back thirty-eight miles, over a rough road, to Para- 
matta, the rest being left to the native dogs and 
hawks with deep regret, "a,s meat fresh or salt had 
long been a jarity with the poor sick in the hospital." 
Many an Australian within the last ten years, gallop- 
ing through Cow Pastures to purchase the finest cat- 
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tie at £2 a head, to boil down for tallow, has been 
reminded of the time when a bit of bull beef, tliat a 
well-bred dog would now reject, was a luxury to a 
governor and his suite ! 

These wild cattle were preserved and increased 
gi'eatly, dividing into " mobs," each under the charge 
of a victorious bull, until the general increase of stock 
diminished their value : many were consumed by sur- 
rounding small settlers, and the rest, being fierce and 
a nuisance, were destroyed by order of the govern- 
ment, when beef ceased to be a luxury. 

About the time these wild herds were discovered, 
three miserable cows of the Indian breed sold for 
£189, and two years afterwards two colonial ships 
were employed eight months in bringing 51 cows, 3 
bulls, and 90 sheep from the Cape, at a cost exceeding 
the highest price ever paid for the finest short-horns. 

Governor Hunter, with the best intentions, and an 
excusable ignorance of the laws of political economy, 
more than once endeavored to fix the wages of labor, 
by a convention of employers, and mutual agreement 
not to outbid each other. Harvest wages were settled 
at lOs. a day ; but we find, by frequent proclamations, 
that the rule of supply and demand prevailed, and 
laborers when much needed obtained "exorbitant 
terms," although a reward and indemnity were of- 
fered to informers. 

At this period officers were allowed the use of ten 
prisoners for agricultural and three for domestic ser- 
vices, and so on iu a diminishing scale to every de- 
scription of settler down to the emancipist, who was 
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allowed the nse of one prisoner to assist in tilling Ins 
gramt. All these servants were fed and clothed bj 
the crown. 

In 1797 the first school building was erected for the 
benefit of three hundred children, and the chaplain , 
the Key. Mr. Johnson, began to catechise them after 
the service on each Sunday. 

In 1800, Captain Hunter was superceded by Cap- 
tain King. 

Under Governor King, the Female Orphan School 
was founded, and the first issue of copper coin took 
place. The Sydney Gazette a/nd Ifew South Wales 
Ad/oertiser^ the first Australian paper, was founded 
by a prisoner, George Howe, and published by au- 
thority in 1803. The insurrection of prisoners, two 
hundred and fifty strong, armed with muskets, broke 
out at Castlehill, on the 4th March, 1804, and was de- 
feated in fifteen minutes by Major Johnstone, of the 
New South Wales corps, with twenty-four men. 
Sixty-seven insurgents fell on the field ; ten were tried 
and five hung. 

A penal settlement was formed in Van Diemen's 
Land, by Captain Collins. In the first instance,, he 
proceeded to Port Phillip, but unfortunately landed 
on the eastern arm, where there was a deficiency of 
water ; and being, as most military men are, a bad 
colonist, he abandoned \i and proceeded to the Der- 
went. He had made his way to the Tarra Tarra 
Kiver, the probability is that Sydney would have be- 
come the second settlement ; and, with the profusion 
of white slave labor then available applied on the 
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fine agricultural land of Port Phillip, it is probable 
that by this time a population of five millione would 
have been established there. • 

1806 was signalized by the great flood on the Kiver 
Hawkesbury, on the banks of which the principal 
grain cultivation of the colony was carried on. The 
Hawkesbury, in ordinary periods, winds in a strange- 
ly tortuous course through a deep valley, between the 
precipitous banks above which, on the occurrence of 
heavy rains, it rises as much as thirty feet in a very 
few hours. These floods are not periodical. Until 1806 
none of importance had occurred ; the people had 
settled down on the rich " interval " land, the deposit 
of former overflowings. Crops, houses, and many 
colonists, were all swept away in one night, without 
warning. Famine was the immediate result. The 
two-pound loaf rose to Ss. ; wheat fetched 80s. a bush- 
el, and every vegetable in proportion. A serious 
flood had occurred in 1801, but this far exceeded it. 
Indeed it is difficult to teach caution in such matters. 
A flood which occurred in the Maneroo district in 
May, 1851, turned into lakes twenty feet deep two 
townships carefully laid out by the government sur- 
veyor, besides destroying several farms, drowning a 
number of settlers, and a tribe of blacks. 

But this great flood on the Hawkesbury caused 
eventually a complete rearrangement of the cultiva- 
tion and occupation of that district. 

Calamities, according to popular prejudice, seldom 
come single ; it was certainly the case in Kew South 
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Wales in 1806, for the clock tower fell, and Governor 
Bligh arrived. Captain King resigned his command 
on the 13th of March. 



CHAPTEE III. 

GOVERNOR BMGH— 1806 TO 1809. 

BLIOH OF THE BOUNTY mS BBTTTALITT h'aBTHUB FOUNDER OF AUS 

TRALIAN WOOL TRADE BUGH ATTEMFTB TO ORUBH m'aRIHUR BXVO- 

LUnON — ARREST OF GOVERNOR HE IS SUPERCEDED RESULTS OF THE 

REVOLT. 

Captaik Blioh appears to have received his ap- 
pointment as governor of New Sonth Wales as a re- 
ward for his gallant conduct in successfully conduct- 
ing an open boat, with eighteen companions in mis- 
fortune, scantily provided with food and water, 3,618 
miles, to the Island of Timor, without the loss of a 
single man, after being cast adrift by the mutineers 
of the Bounty. No man could be more unfit for 
such an ofiice. But governors are appointed for the 
oddest reasons : sometimes because they are distin- 
guished soldiers and sailors ; sometimes because they 
have written a timely book or pamphlet ; often be- 
cause they are related to some great personage, and, 
being in debt, want an opportunity for saving money : 
but, no matter for what cause, or by what influence, 
a governor is appointed ; the most important quality 
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of all, the temper of the candidate, is seldom taken 
into account ; and yet in the governor of a colony, no 
talents can compensate for a violent or spiteful temper. 

Bligh had a very difficult task to j)erform : almost 
the only unconvicted colonists were the military and 
civil officers, and their relatives, who formed a sort 
of Venetian oligarchy of government and trade, and 
who, beside enjoying the lion's share of grants of 
land aiid use of labor, had been accustomed to share 
with previous governors, at a price arbitrarily im- 
posed upon the importers, the cargoes of vessels as 
they arrived, and enjoy the profits derived from dis- 
tributing articles in demand among the unprivileged 
settlers at a monopoly tariff. Spirits formed a princi- 
pal part of these cargoes, and it became the interest 
of every civil and military officer in the colony that 
the settlers, free and bond, should drink as much 
spirits as possible. Bligh brought out instructions to 
put down this traffic. Hence his immediate unpopu- 
larity. But he was a specimen of the naval captain 
now happily nearly extinct — ^violent in temper, coarse 
in language, hating the military, and despising civil- 
ians. To those of the humblest class who cringed 
before him, he could be generous of public land and 
public money ; but to those who dared resist, or even 
in the slightest degree question, his authority, he was 
implacable. 

At an earlier period in the career of the colony, 
no one would have ventured to question his acts, how- 
ever tyrannical ; but in 1806 the character of the set- 
tlement was slowly changing. 
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A few respectable free settlers had arrived nnder 
Governor King. They found profitable employment 
in growing produce for the use of the government by 
the help of the convicts, whom the government also 
fed and clothed — a very safe speculation^ All the 
officialfr^were, as already observed, more or less enga- 
ged in barter ; but some of the New South Wales 
Corps had quitted the military service, in order to 
betake themselves exclusively to agriculture and com- 
merce. Among these was John M' Arthur, formerly 
a lieutenant in that regiment, a man of £Eu*-seeing 
views, great energy, great intelligence, and indomita- 
ble courage. 

M' Arthur observed the improvement produced by 
the climate of New South Wales in the texture of the 
hairy Indian sheep, and appreciated the value of the 
district called the Cow Pastures, on which the produce 
of the lost herd of cattle were found feeding. In 
1793 he purchased eight fine-wooled sheep which had 
been sent out by the Dutch government to the Cape, 
and reexported to Sydney, as the Dutch farmers pre- 
ferred their own fat-tailed breed. 

His purchase subjected him to much ridicule among 
his brother colonists, who thought it more profitable 
to grow wheat or pigs for sale at the commissariat 
stores. 

In 1803, in consequence of grievances of which he 
had to complain at the hands of the colonial authori- 
ties, M' Arthur visited England, and there not only 
obtained permission to purchase a few pure Spanish 
merinos from the fiock of George IDE., at a time when 
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the exportation of the merino from Spain was a cap- 
ital crime, and the breed was only to be procured by 
royal favor, but produced such an effect on the Privy 
Council, before whom he was examined, on his wool 
projects, that he icarried out to the colony on his re- 
turn an order for a grant of ten thousand acres. This 
grant he selected on the banks of the Oow Pasture 
.Eiver, for he appreciated the discrimination of the 
lost herd which had there fattened and increased while 
the colonists starved. This spot has since become 
famous as " Camden," where the first pure merinoes, 
were bred and the first vineyards planted in New 
South Wales. To Camden, perhaps, fiiture generar 
tions of grateful Australians will make pilgrimages. 
For not greater services, the Greeks made Jason a 
demi-god. No doubt the golden fieece was shorn 
from a merino ram. 

Soon after Bligh landed, Captain King introduced 
him to M' Arthur, who invited the new governor to 
visit Camden and inspect his flocks, the result of the 
crpsses from the king's merinoes. The answer was a 
refusal, in the language of the forecastle, expressive 
of Bligh's contempt for all such occupations. This 
was characteristic of the man : when the mother and 
uncle of young Heywood (a boy midshipman on 
board the Bounty, who received a free pardon and 
afterwards rose to distinction in the navy) entreated 
his aid in obtaining mercy for one whose only crime 
h^d been not forcing his way through and springing 
into the overladen boat, he answered in a few lines, 
" I very lAuch regret that so much baseness formed tlie 
c 4 



50 THE THREE COLONIES OF AUSTRALIA. 

character of a young man I had a real regard for, and 
I hope to hear that his friends can bear his loss with- 
out much concern." 

It would be unnecessary to dwell upon Bligh's nu- 
merous acts of cruelty and tyranny, were it not that 
his government was one of the great epochs in the 
history of New South Waled. The results of his des- 
potism turned the attention of the English public to 
the resources of the colony, and the defeat of his 
crowning act of oppression enabled M' Arthur to 
change the destinies of Australia, and make it, instead 
of a mere goal, the finest emigration field in the world. 

A little anecdote related By Wentworth, culled 
from hundreds floating in the colony at that period, 
(1816,) illustrates a form of government and a state 
of society strangely at variance with our notions of 
the rights of Englishmen. Governor Bligh, having 
heard from his cowkeeper that the servant of an offi- 
cer of the staff had made some impertinent remarks 
because disappointed of the customary supply of milk 
for his master, on the following morning sent for the 
dissatisfied delinquent. Wondering and trembling, 
he was ushered into the presence of his excellency, 
was received with a condescending smile, and told 
that, as the chief constable's house was on his way 
home, the governor had merely sent for him to save a 
dragoon the trouble of going there with a letter. The 
poor fellow, his mind relieved, respectfully received 
the missive, delivered it, was immediately tied to the 
triangles, and rewarded with twenty-five lashes from 
a cat-o'-nine tails. 
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After a career of two years, during which the per- 
son and property of every class of the community 
were at the mercy of his temper for the day, Govern- 
or Bligh proceeded with arbitrary illegality to sum- 
mon, arrest and try Mr. M' Arthur, on a frivolous 
charge of infringing the customs laws, hatched up for 
the purpose of wreaking his long-smouldering spite. 

Mr. M' Arthur having refused to notice an illegal 
summons, the Advocate-General Atkins arrested him, 
lodged him in prison, and proceeded to try him in a 
court over which he himself presided with the assistance 
of six officers of the New South Wales Corps. This 
Atkins had been appointed by private interest in Eng- 
land, had no knowledge of law, and was described in 
a private dispatch to the Secretary of State as " ac- 
customed to inebriety, the ridicule of the community, 
pronouncing sentences of death in moments of intox- 
ication, his knowledge of law insignificant, and sub- 
ject to private inclination." 
^ To supply his deficiency of legal knowledge, he took 
for his councilor and secretary a convict attorney of 
the name of Crossley, transported for forgery. 

With the help of this miscreant, Atkins prepared 
a monster indictment — charging M' Arthur with a 
series of offences — from contempt of court up to 
high treason. M' Arthur protested against being tried 
by a man who was at once judge, juror, and prosecu- 
tor, beside having a private quarrel of some years 
standing with the prisoner. The judge-advocate re- 
fused to receive the protest, and actually threatened 
to commit him for words spoken in his own defence. 
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Fortunately for the fate of the colony, the six officers 
who with the advocate-general, formed the court, 
sided with the prisoner. They admitted him to bail„ 
and repeatedly, in the most respectful terms, address* 
ed the governor, praying him to supersede Atkins and 
appoint an impartial advocate-general. Bligh refused 
— perhaps he had no power to adopt that step ; but 
he could have put an end to proceedings, which ought 
never to have been commenced, by entering a ncUe 
proseqm. But it was his object to crush M' Arthur, 
so he persisted ; and, when he found the six officers 
of the New South Wales Corps equally firm in pro- 
tecting them, he proposed to arrest and imprison the 
six officers on a charge of high treason. At this stage 
of the proceedings the patience of the colony was 
exhausted. On the 26th of January, 1806, Major 
Johnson, lieutenant-governor, commanding the New 
South Wales Corps, who had been prevented by se- 
vere illness from attending to the repeated summonses 
of the governor, rode into town. He was surrounded 
by his friends and brother officers, who represented 
to him the madly tyrannous course which the govern- 
or was bent upon pursuing, and urged him to place 
the governor under arrest. 

In order to support him in taking this extreme step, 
the following memorial was signed by every respecta- 
ble settler then in the town of Sydney : — 

"Sib, — The present alarming state of the colony, in which every 
man's property, liberty, and life are endangered, induces us most 
earnestly to implore you instantly to place 'Governor Bligh under 
%rreat, and to assume the command of the colony. We pledge our^ 
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BelveB at a moment of less agitation to come forward to support the 
measure with our fortunes and our lives." 

Immediately after the presentation of this address, 
the drums 6f the New South Wales Kegiment beat 
to arms, the troops formed in the banack square, and 
then marched, with Major Johnson at th^ir head — 
bayonets fixed, colors flying, and band playing — 
toward Government House, which they surrounded. 
Mrs. Putland (afterwards married to General O'Con- 
nell, commander of the forces in New South Wales), 
the widowed daughter of the governor, courageously 
endeavored to resist the entrance of the insurgent 
officers through the Government gate : failing in tiiat, 
she tried to conceal her father under a bed, whence, 
after an anxious search, he was dragged, and con- 
ducted, without personal injury, to the presence of 
Major Johnson, who immediately placed him in cus- 
tody and assumed the command of the colony. Thus 
ended the first act of this bloodless revolution — the 
1688 of New South Wales. 

Cowardice has been imputed to Bligh for conceal- 
ing himself, but without reason. He was neither 
king nor even commander, to awe the troops with his 
presence ; and any man may be excused for flying 
from an infuriated regiment ; above all a man like 
Bligh, conscious that there was scarcely an individual 
in the assemblage which surrounded Government 
House whom he had not injured or insulted. 

Major Johnson transmitted to the Secretary of 
State a full account of the events which had forced 
upon him the government of the colony. lieut-Gov 
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eraor Foveanx, arriving from England ignorant of the 
insurrection, superseded Major Johnson, and was 
himself superseded by Lieutenant-Colonel Paterson, 
who arrived from Van Diemen's Land on the 1st July, 
1809 ; by him Governor Bligh's arrest was continued 
until the 4th February, when the colonel agreed to 
put him in possession of his ship, the Porpoise, on 
condition that he should embark on the 20th, and 
proceed to England without touching at any part of 
the territory of New South Wales, and not return 
until he should have received the instructions of his 
Majesty's ministers. Released from arrest, Bligh 
treated engagements entered into under duress as 
void, and lingered on the coast for some time, in 
hopes of provoking a movement in his favor. He 
afterwards repaired to Van Diemen's Land, where 
he was at first treated with much attention, but on 
communications arriving from the lieutenant-gover- 
nor at Sydney, was constrained to remain on board his 
ship. 

It is easy to imagine the sensation created in the 
king's cabinet when they learned that the gaol colony 
of Botany Bay had imitated our forefathers of 1688, 
and, after sending a tyrant unscathed packing, had 
continued the government of the colony with a new 
governor and new officials, without bloodshed or 
plunder. 

Vigorous measures were decided on, and an able 
man was selected to execute them. 

Lachlan Macquarie, lieut.-colonel Of the 73rd Regi- 
ment, NSL& appointed governor, and sent out with 
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instructions to rein-state Captain Bligh in that office, 
and, after the expiration of twenty-four hours, to 
resume his own authority— to declare void all ap- 
pointments, grants of land, and processes of law 
which had taken place between the arrest of Gover- 
nor Bligh and his own arrival ; and further, to send 
home Major Johnson in close arrest, to be tried for 
his rebellion. At the same time the 73rd, Colonel 
Macquaire's regiment, was sent out -to relieve the 
New South "Wales Corps, which was disbanded, the 
privates being, however, permitted to volunteer into 
the 73rd. These orders were obeyed. 

Major Johnson was tried at Chelsea Hospital on 
the 11th May, 1811, found guilty 5th June, and sen- 
tenced to be cashiered. His conduct was clearly 
illegal and revolutionary, but it saved the colony. 
He made that a peaceable revolution which would 
otherwise have flamed into a wild riot, how ending, 
with the fearful materials present there, it is impossi- 
ble to foretelL 

He returned to the colony, and lived many years 
on his farm at .Annandale, near Bathurst district, 
much respected. We have not been able to learn 
whether the signers of the memorial ever attempted 
to compensate him for the ruin of his own professional 
prospects. The gratitude of a mob, well dressed or 
ill dressed, is as vain a thing as the gratitude of a 
prince. 

Bligh became an admiral, but was never again 
called into active service ; the slight sentence, con- 
sidering the offence, passed upon Johnson was a 
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stigma he carried to his grave; he died in 1817. 
Had he succeeded in his conspiracy to ruin M' Arthur, 
the progress of the colony would have been retarded 
for years. Up to 1846, wool of the breed introduced 
and improved by the persevering experience of 
M' Arthur formed the only certain staple export of 
Australia. Without fine-wooled sheep Australia must 
have remained dependent for subsistence on the com- 
missariat expenditure, and would perhaps, in a fit of 
economy, have been abandoned, in favor of some 
penitentiary plan or island prison nearer home. 

Since the time of Bligh there have been colonial 
governors as violent in temper, as tyrannical in dis- 
position, but their powers have been limited not only 
by law, but by public opinion, the influence of a free 
press, and the effects of a ready communication with 
Europe. 

Without a free press or a public to restrain him, 
out of sight and hearing of a British Parliament, had 
Bligh confined his tyrannies to the humbler classes 
he might* have lived honored and prosperous, while 
his victim sank brokenhearted, or died under the lash, 
as hundreds have on the shores of Port Jackson and 
Paramatta ; but he ventured to attack a gentleman, 
the comrade of soldiers, a man, too, of courage, elo- 
quence, and determination, and the unjust governor 
fell. 
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GOVERNOR MACQUARIE— 1809 TO 1821. 

DEPRESSED STATE OF THE COLONY — A OONVICT CREATED A MAGISTRATE 

IMPULSE GIVEN TO INDUSTRY DISCOVERY OF BATHURST PLAINS THE 

PROSPERITY OF THE COLONY DUE TO MACQUARIE AND m'aRTHXTR. 

Colonel Maoquarie directed the government of 
New South Wales for twelve years, the longest period 
that any governor has enjoyed that office. He exer- 
cised a pure despotism, but it was neither a stupid 
nor a brutal despotism, according to the light of the 
day. / 

The following extract from his first dispatch not 
unfairly describes the state of the colony on his 
arrival: — 

" I found the colony barely emerging from infan- 
tine imbecility, suffering from various privations and 
disabilities, the country impenetrable beyond forty 
miles from Sydney, agriculture in a yet languishing 
state, commerce in its early dawn, revenue unknown, 
threatened with famine, distracted by faction, the 
public buildings in a state of dilapidation, the few 
roads and bridges almost impassable, the population 
in general depressed by poverty ; no credit, public or 
private ; the morals of the great mass of the popula- 
tion in the lowest state of debasement, and religious 
worship almost totally neglected." 

He was the first man of decided talent appointed 
to office in Australia. He was distinguished by his 
C* 



58 TUB THSEB 00L0NIE8 OF AUSTRALIA. 

self-reliance and constant energetic action. If the 
comparison had not been vulgarized, one might liken 
him, comparing small with great, to Napoleon. His 
was the same order of mind — views narrow but 
clear — essentially a materialist in politics. In New 
South Wales, wealth was the visible sign of success, 
and Macquarie rewarded success wherever he found 
it. He made roads, erected public buildings, and 
again and again traversed the whole length and 
breadth of the colony, following closely in the foot- 
steps of new explorers, distributing grants to skilful 
settlers, planning townships, and pardoning industri- 
ous prisoners. His activity was untiring, his vanity 
boundless. He seldom condescended to ask advice, 
and, when he did, generally followed his own opin- 
. ion. With charming ndmeU he observes, in answer 
to a dispatch from the Secretary of State, informing 
him that it was not the intention of the government 
to appoint a council to assist the governor, as had 
been recommended, "I entertain a fond hope that 
such an institution will never be extended to this 
colony." 

Even the recommendations of secretaries of state 
he disregarded ; and, as he was successful, he was 
permitted to pursue his own course. He infused his 
own active spirit into the settlers, and under its influ- 
ence the material progress of the colony was extra- 
ordinary. Higher praise his administration scarcely 
deserves. The moral, not to say the religious, tone 
of the settlement owes little to his care. One instance 
will suffice. He requested, in one of his dispatches, 
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that as many men convicts as possible should be 
transported, as they were useful for labor, but as few 
women, as they were costly and troublesome ; thus 
losing sight altogether of the inevitable demoraliza- 
tion which must be the result of a community of 
men. 

He has been much attacked for saying " that the 
colony consisted of those who had been transported, 
and those who ought to have been ; " and " that it 
was a colony for convicts, and free colonists had no 
business there ; " but there was truth at the bottom 
of both these rude speeches. 

He looked upon New South Wales as a place where 
convicts were sent to be subsisted at the least possible 
<5xpense, and certainly neither he nor any one else at 
chat time foresaw a period when it would cease to be 
a convict colony. His strong common sense told him 
that the cheapest way of ruling his felon subjects was 
to make them wealthy and respectable. Under his 
predecessors the idea had grown up that convicts 
were sent over to be the slaves of the free settlers. 
Governor Macquarie would perhaps have had no ob- 
jection to that arrangement ,on moral grounds, had it 
been possible ; but it was not, as the free settlers of 
free descent were too few in number, too indolent in 
character. He therefore took up the opposite ground 
— that the colony and all its emoluments and honors 
were for the benefit of those prisoners who were in- 
dustrious, prosperous, and free from legal criminality. 

The first individual selected for fevor was a Scotch- 
man, Andrew Thompson, transported at sixteen years 
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of age, probably for some trifling offbnce ; who liad 
not only attained wealth and developed new sources 
of commerce for the colony, by building coasting ves- 
sels, by establishing saltworks and other useful enter- 
prises, but had distinguished himself by his humanity 
and general good conduct. For instance, in the Sydr 
ney Gazette of the 11th May, 1806, we find Thompson 
permitted to purchase brewing utensils from the gov- 
ernment stores, at the usual advance of fifty per cent, 
on the invoice price, with the privilege of brewing 
beer, "in consideration of his useful and humane con- 
duct in saving the lives and much of the property of 
sufferers by repeated floods of the Hakesbury, as well 
as of his general demeanor." 

Macquarie, within two months after his arrival, cre- 
ated Tliompson a magistrate, and repeatedly invited 
him and other emancipists of similar success and con- 
duct to dine at Grovemment House, in spite of the 
remonstrances of the free inhabitants, of the officers 
of the 43rd Kegiment, which succeeded on the 73rd, 
and of hints from the Colonial Office. No doubt in 
New South Wales many a prisoner was induced to 
persevere in sober industry by the sight of an ex-pris- 
oner and publican riding in his carriage to dine at 
Government House ; but in England the effect could 
scarcely have been beneficial as a restraint on idle 
apprentices and incipient pickpockets. Such reports 
interleaved in the Newgate Calenda/r^ and other light 
reading of the felonry of Britain, must have tended 
to diminish the vague horrors that previously hung 
round Botany Bay. 
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Grovemor Macquarie commenced by employing the 
convict laborers not required by settlers, in making 
roads, and erecting and repairing public buildings. 
On the first harvest after his arrival, to the horiDr of 
the martinets, he permitted the privates of the 73rd 
Regiment to hire themselves out as reapers, to be 
paid in grain or money, the price of wheat at that 
time being £1 3s. 6d. a bushel. At the same time he 
patronized amusements which the high price of pro- 
visions did not prevent the wealthier classes from 
establishing. The Nmjo South Wales Gazette of Oc- 
tober, contains an account of three days' racing, con- 
ducted in Newmarket style, followed by an ordinary 
and two balls, the principal prize, a lady's cup, being 
" presented to the winner by Mrs. Macquarie." The 
whole proceedings are related in a style which would 
leave nothing to be desired in the LitUe Ped- 
lington Gazette. For instance, " the subscribers' ball, 
on Tuesday and Thursday nights, was honored with 
the presence of his excellency the governor and his 
lady, his honor the lieutenant-governor and lady, the 
judge-advocate and lady, the magistrates and other 
officers, civil and military, am^d all the ieamty amd 
fashion of the colony. The business of the meeting 
could not fail of diffusing a glow of satisfaction — the 
celebration of the first liberal amusement instituted 
in the colony in the presence of its patron and found- 
er." A supper followed the ball : — " After the cloth 
was removed the rosy deity asserted his preeminence, 
and, with the zealous aid of Momus and Apollo, 
chased pale Cynthia down into the Western World ; 
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the blazing orb of day announced his near approach, 
and the god of the chariot reluctantly forsook his 
company : Bacchus drooped his head, Momus could 
no longer animate. The hons mvcmU no longer rel- 
ishing the tired deities left them to themselves." 

In the first year of his government, Macquarie un- 
dertook a tour through all the known districts of the 
colony, and continued the practice annually during 
his reign ; on his return, by a general order he cen- 
sured the settlers for the little attention they had paid 
to domestic comfort or good fitrming, in buildings for 
the residence of themselves and shelter of their cattle ; 
offered cattle, sheep, and goats from the government 
herds, to be paid for in grain, with eighteen months' 
credit ; and announced that he had marked out for 
settlement the five new townships of Richmond, Pitt, 
Wilberforce, and Castlereagh, out of reach of floods 
of the Hawkesbury and Kepean, in which grants 
would be awarded to deserving applicants, on condi- 
tion that they erected dwellings, according to plans 
supplied, and other measures of a similar practical 
character. 

In the December of the same year, the first brick 
church, St. Phillip's, was consecrated (on Christmas- 
day) by the Eeverend Samuel Marsden, a name from 
that time forward constantly occupying a conspicuous 
place in the annals of the colony, as clergyman, ma- 
gistrate, landowner, and stockbreeder. For instance, 
his next appearance in the Sydriey OazetU is, in con- 
junction with two other gentlemen, advertising a re- 
ward of one pound sterling, or a gaUon of spirits^ for 
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every skin of a native dog, an animal which was then, 
and has been ever since, the scourge of fl.ockowners. 

In 1812 a committee of the House of Commons, ap- 
pointed to examine the state of the colony of New 
South Wales, after examining a number of witnesses, 
including the ex-Governors King and Bligh, printed 
a report, from which it appears that the population 
amounted to 10,464, distributed in tibe following pro- 
portions: — The Sydney district, 6,158; Paramatta, 
l,80r ; Hawkesbury, 2,389 ; Newcastle, 100 : of these 
6,513 were men, and 2,200 women ; military 1,100 ; 
of the remainder, one-fourth to one-fifth was actually 
bond ; the rest being flree or freed by servitude or 
pardon. In addition, 1,321 were living in Van Die- 
men's Land, and 177 in Norfolk Island, but orders 
had been sent out to compel the voluntary settlers, 
who had adhered to that island after the government 
establishment had been removed, to withdraw. 

The settlements of New South Wales were bounded 
on the west by the.Blpe Mountains, "beyond which 
no one has been able to penetrate the country ; some 
have with difficulty been as far as one hundred miles 
from the coast, but beyond sixty mil6s it appears to 
be nowhere practicable for agricultural purposes ; be- 
yond Port Stephen and Port Jervis these settlements 
will not be capable of extension ; of the land within 
the boundaries one half is absolutely barren. The 
ground in actual cultivation was 21,000 acres, and 
74,000 were held in pasture. The stock, in the hands 
chiefly of the settlers, was considerable, but it was 
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Btill necessary to continue the importation of salt 
provisions. 

" The currency of the colony was in government 
paper and copper money, but barter was the principal 
medium of sale ; and wheat and cattle had been re- 
cognized by the court of justice as legal tenders in 
payment of debts. 

" The exportations of the colony consisted princi- 
pally of whale oil, seal skins, coals, and wool. The 
iron ore, of which there was abundance, had not been 
worked. The trade in skins and coal was limited by 
the monopoly of the East India Company. Sheep not 
sufficiently numerous to make wool an article of large 
exportation. The culture of hemp had been less at- 
tended to than might have been expected. An ille- 
gal trade in sandal-wood had at times been carried on 
with the South Sea Islands and China. Mercantile 
speculation had been discouraged by impolitic regu- 
lations. 

" For maay years a maximum price was imposed 
by the governor upon all imported merchandise, often 
too low to afford a fair profit to the trader ; at this 
price the whole cargo was distributed amongst the 
civil and military officers of the settlement, who alone 
had liberty to purchase ; and articles of the first ne- 
cessity were afterwards retailed by them, at an enor- 
mous profit, to the poorer settlers. The imposition 
of a maximum price on imported articles, and on the 
price of grain and butcher's meat, had been discon- 
tinued, and the attempt to limit the price of labor had 
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failed." The trade in spirits was reported as a great 
difficulty. 

The defects of the system of criminal jurisdiction 
by court-martial, and civil jurisdiction without legal 
assistance or juries, are described; and the report 
states, that the governor, uncontrolled by any coun- 
cil, had power to pardon all offences, except treason 
and murder ; to impose customs duties, to grant lands, 
and to issue colonial regulations ; and for the breach 
of these regulations to inflict a punishment of 500 
lashes and a fine of £100. 

The committee recommended that a council should 
be given to the governor. With regard to grants of 
land, they reported that, according to evidence, a re- 
tiring governor had granted 1,000 acres to his succes- 
sor, who had returned the compliment by a similar 
grant immediately after being installed in office. 

Free settlers latterly had not been permitted to em- 
igrate to New South Wales without giving proof that 
they were possessed of a certain amount of capital. 
On their arrival they usually received a grant of land 
in proportion to their means. 

" On the arrival of Governor Bligh, two-thirds of 
the children annually bom in the colony were ille- 
gitimate." 

This report, which also entered at considerable length 
into the treatment of convicts, directed a little of pub- 
lic attention to the antipodean colony, and the result 
was to induce the government to appoint a judge, 
with two magistrates chosen in rotation, who com- 
posed a supreme court in civil and criminal cases ; 

5 
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and in Van Diemen's Land, as well as New Sonth 
Wales, a fifty-pound civil court, with appeal, was 
formed, with the judge-advocate as sole judge. 

This was the first step toward meliorating the abso- 
lute despotism under which the free settlers had hith- 
erto lived. Measures were also taken for removing 
the restrictions on commerce with Van Diemen's 
Land, and abolishing trade monoplies : but Governor 
Macquarie's protests against the interference or as- 
sistance of a council prevailed, and he was enabled 
to pursue his plans with that concentrated vigor which 
is the one advantage of an enlightened despotism. 

To enumerate all the public works which, with no 
mean amount of skill, and at great cost to the parent 
country. Governor Macquaire executed, would be 
neither useful nor amusing. It is sufficient to state, 
that while he erected many substantial if not elegant 
'buildings, in the town of Sydney, he took care, by 
well-devised roads, to render available all the cultiva- 
ble land, and all the pastures to be found within as 
much of the territory under his command as had been 
explored. The settlers imbibed his spirit of progress, 
and imitated his energy ; flocks and herds increased 
to a great extent, although the sheep were for the 
greater part of an inferior breed, a mixture of the 
hairy Bengal and heavy-tailed Cape, whose wool was 
worthless for= export. But M' Arthur, whose efforts 
had been neglected and repressed by previous gov- 
ernors, was steadily puijsuing his great idea of natu- 
ralizing the "noble race," or Spanish merino, on the 
plains of Australia. In December, 1812, ^e Sydney 
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6^^006^ reports that ten rams of the mermo breed, 
lately sold by auction from the flocks of John 
M' Arthur, Esq., produced upwards of 200 guineas ; 
and that " several coats made entirely of the wool of 
New South Wales are now in this country, and are 
of most excellent quality." In 1852 a whole fleet of 
ships were required to convey the wool of Australia 
to the manufacturers of Yorkshire. 
* In 1813 occurred one of those droughts, the one 
drawbax^k on what would otherwise be a course of 
unvarying prosperity, which are periodical in Aus- 
tralia. On this occasion it was not only the crops 
that suflfered ; the numerous flocks and herds were 
unable to find sufficient pasturage on plains which, 
when first discovered, were overspread with luxuriant 
herbage many feet in height. Necessity forced upon 
the colonists the idea of again searching for a passage 
across the Blue Mountains, 

The attempt had been unsuccessfully made by sev- 
eral early colonists ; amongst others, by the brave 
Surgeon Bass. 

The last and successful effort was made by three gen- 
tlemen whose names are still well known to the colony 
—William Wentworth, son of the D'Arcy Wentworth^ 
who took an active part in the deposition of Govemoi 
Bhgh, one of the earliest free colonists, himself des- 
tined in various ways to occupy a distinguished place 
• in the annals of the colony ; Lieutenant Lawson, 
afterwards one of the greatest land and stock owners ; 
and Gregory Blaxland, one of the first members of 
the Colonial Legislative Council of New South Wales. 
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With incredible toil and hardships, they effected a 
passage across a chain. of mountains clothed with 
dense timber and brushwood, and intersected bj a 
succession of ravines, which presented extraordinary 
diflSculties, not so much from their height, as from 
their precipitous character. At the foot of the oppo- 
site side of the mountains, an easy journey led to 
Bathurst Plains, the finest pasture country the col- 
onists had yet seen, far exceeding even the* famous 
Cow Pastures on the Nepean. It is to this country, 
the discovery of Messrs. Wentworth and Lawson, that 
the gold-diggers are now streaming in thousands, but 
not clambering up precipices, sliding down ravines, 
and cutting paths through impenetrable brushwood, 
like the early pioneers, but easily traveling, and 
grumbling as they go, at the ill-kept condition of a 
macadamized road which has been conducted with 
admirable engineering skill in a series of ascending 
and descending gradients, over which even loaded 
drays can travel with ease. 

Within fifteen months from the discovery of the 
first pass over the Blue Mountains, Governor Mac- 
quarie caused a practicable road to be made. He 
never lost any time in planning and executing such 
works. Some governors would have occupied as 
much time in preparing a dispatch as he did in com- 
pleting the work. Many settlers, without waiting for 
the road, contrived to transfer portions of their live 
stock to the new pastoral El Dorado. In April, 1815, 
the governor himself, with Mrs. Macquarie, accom- 
panied by his principal officers and Mr. Lewin, painter 
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and naturalist, set out on a progress to view what he 
called " his last conquest." 

The results of this last progress, made two months 
before the battle of Waterloo, are recorded in the fol- 
lowing extracts from a " General Order : " certainly 
one of the most curious documents of the kind ever 
published. 

MACQUABSS'S JOUENEY ACEOSS THE BLUB MOUNTAINS. 

"The commencement of the ascent from Emu 
Plains, through a very handsome open forest of lofty 
trees for twelve miles, was much more practicable 
and easy than was expected. At a further distance 
of four miles a sudden change is perceived in the ap- 
pearance of the timber and quality of the soil, the 
former becoming stunted, and the latter barren and 
rocky. Here the country became altogether moun- 
tainous and extremely rugged. From henceforward 
to the twenty-sixth mile is a succession of steep and 
rugged hills, some so abrupt as to deny a passage 
altogether; but at this place an extensive plain is 
arrived at, which constitutes the summit of the west- 
em mountains, and from thence a most extensive and 
beautiful prospect presents itself on all sides to the 
eye. On the south-west side of this table land (query, 
King's Table Land) the mountain terminates in an 
abrupt precipice of immense depth. At the bottom 
(the governor does not mention how they got to the 
bottom) is seen an immense glen twenty-four miles in 
length, terminating as abruptly as the others, bound- 
ed on the further side by mountains of great magni- 
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tude, to which the governor gave the name of Prince 
Regent's Glen. Proceeding hence to the thirty-third 
mile, on the top of a hill, an opening presents itself 
on the south-west side of the glen, from whence a 
view is obtained of mountains rising beyond moun- 
tains with stupendous masses of rock in the fore- 
ground, in a circular or amphitheatrical form. The 
road continues from hence, for the space of seventeen 
miles, on the ridge of the mountain which forms one 
side of Prince Regent's Glen, and there suddenly ter- 
minates in a perpendicular precipice of 676 feet. 
Down this Mr. Cox had constructed a road to which 
the governor gave the name of Cox's Pass, and to the 
ridge, Mount York.* On descending the pass, the 
first pasture land and soil fit for cultivation appeared, 
watered by two rivulets running east and west, and 
joining, forming Cox's Eiver, which takes its course 
through Prince Regent's Glen, and empties itself 
into the river N epean. Three miles hence the expe- 
dition of Messrs. Blaxland, Wentworth, and Lawson 
terminated. A range of very lofty hills and narrow 
valleys, alternately, form the part of the country from 
Cox's River for a distance of sixteen miles, until Fish 
River is reached. 

" Passing on, the country continues hilly, but af- 
fords good pasturage, gradually improving to Sid- 
mouth Valley, distant eight miles from the pass of 
Fish River. The land level, and the first met, unen- 
cumbered with timber, forms a valley north-west and 

* Mount York road has since been abandoned in favor of an easj 
descent by Mount Victoria^ executed by Sir Thomas MitchelL 
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south-east J^etween hills of easy ascent, thinly covered 
with timber. Leaving the valley, the country again 
becomes hilly ; thirteen miles brought the party to 
Campbell Eiver, where an extensive view opened of 
gently rising hills and fertile plains. In the pools of 
Campbell's Kiver, that very curious animal, tlie par- . 
adox, or water mole, was seen in great numbers.* 
The Fish Eiver, which forms a junction with the 
Campbell River, a few miles to the northward, has 
two fertile plains named O'Oonnell's and Macquarie's 
Plains. Seven miles from the bridge over Campbell 
Eiver, Bathurst Plains opens to the view, presenting 
a rich part of champaign country of eleven miles in 
length, bounded on both sides by very beautifiil hills 
thinly wooded. The Macquarie Eiver, which is 
formed at a junction of the Campbell and Five Elv- 
ers, takes a winding course through the plains, which 
can easily be traced from ihe highlands by the ver- 
dure of the trees on the banks, which are the only 
trees throughout the extent of the plains. The level 
and clean surface (marked in plough ridges) gives 
them very much the appearance of lands in a state of 
cultivation." 

On the south bank of the Macquarie, the governor 
encamped for a week, occupying his time in making 
excursions in different directions through the country 
on both sides of the river ; and on Sunday, 7th Mdy, 
1815, fixed on a site suitable for the erection of a 
town at some future period, to which he gave the 
name of " Bathurst." 

* It is now extinct in that part of the colony. 
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This discovery, due to the courageous perseverance 
of the three gentlemen before named, and rendered 
available by the wise energy of Macquarie, combined 
with the fine-wooled sheep of M' Arthur, prepared and 
assured the fortunes of these great colonies of Austra- 
lia, and laid the foundation of an empire on the 
sweepings of our gaols. Macquarie was vain, hope- 
ful, ambitious, and not unjustly proud of what, in his 
dispatches to Earl Bathurst, he called " his discov- 
ery ;" but, his utmost expectation only extended to 
supporting a considerable but isolated population by 
pastoral and agricultural pursuits. He expressly sta- 
ted, in his curious general order, that " The diflSicul- 
ties which present themselves in the journey from 
hence (Sydney) are certainly great and inevitable ; 
those persons who may be inclined to become perma- 
nent settlers will probably content themselves with 
visiting the capital rarely, and of course will have 
them seldom to encounter." 

What would have been his pride and admiration 
could he have foreseen that, within a few miles of the 
plains of pasture land which have realized to the first 
settlers hundreds of thousand of pounds in wool, gold 
lay in heaps for gathering ; and that within the life- 
'time of Wentworth, the explorer, an unbroken army 
of gold adventurers would crowd the' highway from 
Sydney to the " City of the Plains," and in one year 
double the exports and the consuming powers of the 
colony ! 

The road to Bathurst Plains, executed in an incred- 
ibly short period, under the direction of Governor 
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Macquarie^ was materially improved by succeeding 
governors, and especially by the surveyor general, Sir 
Thomas Mitchell, the Cook of Australian inland dis- 
covery. Sir Thomas Mitchell effected works second 
only in importance and merit of design and execution 
to the Simplon Pass over the Alps. It is unfortunate 
that he was not permitted to carry out other public 
works which he suggested at a period when the bar- 
racks and gaols were filled with idle convicts. 

Amongst other improvements, the road was divert- 
ed from Mount York, where the drivers were in the 
habit of cutting down and attaching part of a tree to 
their drays, to Mount Victoria. 

Under Macquarie, in addition to the Bathurst, the 
Argyle district, one of the best agricultural and pas- 
toral districts on the road, of which Goulbum is the 
centre, was discovered ; as also Port Macquarie, af- 
terwards a penal settlement, at the mouth of the river 
Hastings, leading to a fertile district, as yet, in con- 
sequence of the price of land and labor, unoccupied 
to its fall extent. Mr. Oxley, the surveyor-general, 
traced the rivers Lachlan and Macquarie to the west 
of the Blue Mountains, where they disappear in a 
swamp in dry seasons, and in seasons of extraordinary 
rain form an inland sea. The governor also formed 
one penal settlement on the fertile soil of Emu Plains, 
and another in the coal district at the mouth of the 
river Hunter, not improperly named Newcastle. He 
materially improved the aspect of Sydney by laying 
it out on a new plan, and gave encouragement to 
every useful enterprise. 
D 



74 , THE THBEB OOLONIES OF AUSTBALIA. 

He wa3 wise enough to see the importance and did 
his best to create a class of small farmers, who, tilling 
the ground with their own hands, would be independ- 
ent of hired labor, and assist in protecting the colony 
against the efi'ects of a dearth of com. With this 
view, he gave grants of thirty acres each to emanci- 
pated convicts. Unfortunately, he did not accompa- 
ny this wise measure with an importation of female 
population. Among the gossiping libels against the 
yeomanry class current among the squatocracy is a 
stat^tnent tliat Macquarie's settlers sold all their farms 
for rum. This statement was investigated by Mrs. 
Chisholm ; she found a great number of the settlers in 
the Hawkesbury voting for members of council on 
their original grants. That under the horrid single- 
man system many should have flown to ram for con- 
solation is not extraordinary. The old saw says — 

"Without a wife, 
A farmer's is a dreary life." 

Very little could be expected from a population of 
which not one in five could obtain an honest help- 
mate, and which knew little of clergymen except as 
sellers of rum and dispensers of lashes. The duty of 
educating the masses had hardly begun to make way 
even in the mother country, and thus it was only the 
inoculation of whatever good there was in the colony, 
and the facility of getting an honest living, that pre- 
vented the colonists of Macquarie's time from becom- 
ing a nation of robbers and murderers. 

The ignorant and the vicious were turned loose in 
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New South Wales with the lash and the gallows for 
those who were found out, but with independence for 
those who were industrious. The result showed how 
human nature can run clear where not pressed down 
by poverty or compressed in towns, 

Hie Hum Hospital was a specimen of the tone of 
morality during the early years of New South Wales. 
It was built by three gentlemen, under a contract with 
the governor, which gave them a monopoly of the 
sale and importation of rum for a certain number of 
years. The workmen were, as much as possible, paid 
in rum, and public houses were multiplied ^o an ex- 
tent exceeding the proportion in the lowest and poor- 
est haunts in Great Britain. 

Many individuals, profiting by the enormous gov- 
ernment expenditure, became wealthy ; and all the 
sober, and many who were not sober, of the free or 
freed population were prosperous. It became mani- 
festly better policy to live by work or trade than by 
robbery. 

Of churches there were two, and these barely filled ; 
of the few clergymen the majority were occupied as 
magistrates, in awarding lashes to refractory servants, 
in farming, in breeding stock, and dealing in any- 
thing that would bring a profit. When New South 
•Wales was considered worthy of an archdeacon, one 
honorable exception, the much-loved Parson Oowper,* 
was passed over and neglected, according to the rule 

* A son of Rev. Mr. Cowper is one of the most, respectable and 
influential men in the colony, and a valuable member of the Legis- 
lative Council 
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of the day, in favor of an ex-wine-merchant The 
Boman Catholics, amounting to some thousands, were 
not allowed to have the comfort of a priest of their 
own religion. 

Considering that the Boman Catholic cannot, like 
the Protestant, retire to any solitude and there relieve 
his mind by prayer and confession to Ood — that he 
deems the intervention of the priest, especially on his 
deathbed, essential to his salvation — it is not extra- 
ordinary that the Irish part of the prisoner population 
should have been turbulent and desperate ; they felt 
themselves condemned to misery in this world, and 
perdition in the next — dying "unhousel'd, disap- 
pointed, unanel'd." 

The tone of society in the towns was horrible : no 
educated or honorable class ; no church worthy of 
the name ; no schools except for the wealthy, and 
these chiefly taught by convicts ; slave-masters who 
sold rum ; slaves who drank it ; an autocrat surround- 
ed by parasites, whose fortunes he could make by a 
stroke of his pen ; except military honor, and the vir- 
tue cherished by a few who lived apart, there was as 
little virtue and honor as freedom in this wretched, 
prosperous colony. 

From the foundation of New South Wales to the 
end of Governor Macquarie's administration, about 
400,000 acres of land were granted to private indi- 
viduals. Of these, in course of time, many town lots 
have become of enormous value, and some of the 
country land ; but much was barren, and not worth 
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cTiltivation when better land was rendered accessible 
by roads. 

In 1817, tbe first Jndge, Mr. Field, arrived ; a 
branch of the Bible Society was established, and a 
Roman Catholic priest, Father O'Flynn, landed and 
spent some time in the colony, but, not having been 
duly authorized by the home government, he was 
compelled to return. Bigotry was in full bloom be- 
fore Christianity had taken root 

In 1819 arrived a commissioner of inquiry, John 
Thomas Bigge, Esq., and his secretary, Thomas 
Hobbs Scott, Esq. He remained until February, 
1821, having collected a body of evidence, which was 
afterwarde printed for the use of the House of Com- 
mons, and contains many curious stories. The publi- 
cation of this report had a considerable effect in di- 
recting the attention of the British public to the 
resources of Australia, and eventually caused the 
influx of a superior class of emigrants. But it was 
not until Governor Darling's time that the demand 
for convict laborers, on terms then in force, began to 
exceed the supply. Colonists, chiefly the Scotchmen, 
discovered the advantage of agricultural pursuits in a 
colony in which, with a grant of land, they became 
entitled to rations for twelve months for. themselves 
and their wives, and convict laborers at the rate of 
one for each thirty acres, who were also rationed by 
the government for the space of eighteen months. 
The inquiry by Mr. Commissioner Bigge was partly 
owing to the representations made and a work pub- 
lished by Mr. William Wentworth, during a visit paid 
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to England for the pni^ose of being called to the bar. 
Among other subjects that came under the notice 
of the commissioner was the ecclesiastical govern- 
ment of New South Wales. The report of Mr. Bigge 
recommended the appointment of an archdeacon. 
Mr. Scott, the Secretary, lost no time in taking orders, 
and in 1825 reappeared in the colony as Archdeacon 
Scott. 

In the year that the royal commissioner quitted the 
colony, a Wesleyan chapel was opened, and the foun- 
dation-stone of a Eoman Catholic cathedral was laid 
by the governor, at the request of Father Therry — 
good Father Tlierry, — who shared with Parson Cow- 
per the honor, the* respect, the affection, of tlie poor 
colonists, and of the outcast prisoner population, 
whopi they so faithfully tended. Goldsmith's picture 
may stand for either of them : 

" Unskillful he to fawn or seek for power, 

But in his duty prompt to every call, 

He watched, he wept, he prayed, he felt for all. 

At his control 
Despair and anguish fled the struggling soul. 
Comfort came down, the trembling wretch to raise. 
And his last faltering accents whispered praise." 

In 1822 Governor Macquarie embarked for Eng- 
land, after a longer and more successful administra- 
tion than any governor in the Australian colonies has 
hitherto enjoyed. He found New South Wales a gaol, 
and left it a colony ; he found Sydney a village, and 
he left it a city ; he -found a population of idle pris- 
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oners, paupers,, and paid officials, and he left a large, 
free community, thriving on the produce of flocks and 
the labor of convicts. 



CHAPTEE V 

GOVERNOR BRISBAM: — 1821 TO 1826. 

COVERNOR BRISBANE AND QOVEBNOR DARUNG GHARTBR OF JUSTICE GRANT- 
ED EXECUTIVB OOUNOII. APPOINTED DISCOVERIES OF BRISBANE RIYEB, 

PANDORA^S PASS, AND OVERLAND ROUTE TO PORT PHILIP BRISBANE SUD- 
DENLY SUPERSEDED BY DARLING THE LAND BOARD — CASE OF SUDDS 

AND THOMPSON. 

Macqttarie was succeeded by Sir Thomas Brisbane. 
His term, undistinguished by remarkable actions on 
his part, was full of events of importance to a colony 
which was fast acquiring a population and could no 
longer be controlled by a purely military despotism. 
From the day of Macquarie's departure, a struggle 
commenced between tlie people and the government, 
which has not yet ended, and will not end until the 
Australians acquire complete rights of self-government 
and self-taxation. 

Under any circumstances. Sir Thomas Brisbane's 
task would have been difficult. The fortunes made 
in the colony had attracted a class of emigrants not 
prepared to submit to a despotic system which the 
prisoner part of the population could not, and the 
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officials and settlers living on the government were 
not inclined to resist. 

Succeeding to the absolute powers of Macquarie, 
three years after landing, in 1824, the Legislative, or 
rather Executive Council, against the check of which 
his imperious predecessor had protested, was estab- 
lished. The first chief justice, the first attorney-gen- 
eral, a solicitor general, who was also a commissioner 
of the Court of Bequests, a master in chancery, and 
colonial treasurer, arrived in the colony. Trial by 
jury took place in the first court of Quarter Sessions; 
liberty of the press was conceded ; and the Austror 
lian^ the first colonial newspaper independent of gov- 
ernment aid, was published by Mr. Wentworth and 
Dr. Wardell, and was followed by two other journals. 

"While on this side of the globe we were declaiming 
and subscribing for the liberties of Greeks, Spaniards 
and South Americans, at the antipodes, our country- 
men were struggling for trial by jury and " unli- 
censed " printing. 

Commercial liberty yet remained to be gained. 
The East India Company claimed the exclusive right 
of trading in the Indian seas, and repeatedly asserted 
this right by confiscating vessels loaded with rice 
and^ sugar for Port Jackson. In 1824, tlie captain 
of a man-of-war actually seized the ship Almorah, 
with a valuable cargo of tea and rice, at anchor in 
Sydney Cove, and sent her, in charge of his lieuten- 
ant, a prize to Calcutta. 

Major-General Sir Thomas Brisbane, E. C. B., had 
acquired a high reputation, both as a soldier in tlie 
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Peninsula, and as a man of science. The first obser^ 
vatory in Australia was erected under his auspices. 
But his government, which lasted only four years, 
was impopular, and the political concessions made 
rendered further concessions inevitable. To this fire 
was added the fiiel of grievances which went home 
to the pockets of almost all the settlers and traders, 
and an insult which deeply offended a powerM, 
tmited, and intelligent religious community — the 
Scotch Presbyteriaps. 

The Presbyterians applied, in 1823, for assistance 
to build a Presbyterian Church in Sydney, and re- 
ferred pointedly to the support afforded the Eoman 
" Catholics." The tone of the application appears 
not to have pleased either Sir Thomas or his secre- 
tary, and he returned a bitter reply, of which the 
following is the concluding paragraph. The style is 
eminently characteristic of colonial secretaries and 
governors : 

" When, therefore, the Presbyterians of the colony 
shall have advanced by private donations in the 
erection of a temple worthy of religion ; when, in 
the choice of their teaches, they shall have discov- 
ered a judgment equal to that which has presided at 
the selection of the Eoman Catholic clergymen ; when 
they shall have practiced what they propose, ' To in- 
struct the people to fear God and honor the King ;' 
when, by endeavoring to ' keep the unity of the spirit 
in the bond of peace' in a colony requiring it more 
than all others, they shall have shown through their 
lives the influence of the holy religion they profess, 
D* 6 
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then assuredly, will the colonial executive step for- 
ward to extend its countenance and support to those 
who are following the Presbyterian creed," 

The governor, it is said, acted under the advice of 
his secretary, a gentleman of the old Tory school. 
The Scotch gentlemen applied to the home govern- 
ment, when the governor received a severe repri- 
mand, and the Presbyterians the aid they required. 

Sir Thomas Brisbane's financial measures were 
equally unfortunate, yet there is no reason to ques- 
tion the purity of his motives. 

It had been usual under previous governors to pur- 
chase the surplus grain from farmers at the current 
price of the day. The colonial government was al- 
most the only purchaser, and to government the corn- 
growers looked for a certain share of their profits. 
Among the smaller settlers, the only cash they re- 
ceived in the course of the year was from the com- 
missariat. This was the latter phase of a system 
which began with rationing the whole community, 
and gave liberty to prisoners who undertook to sup- 
port themselves, which, in its second stage, willingly 
provided a free and emancipated settler with land 
and prisoner labor, and purchased the produce of the 
land so tilled, to feed the prisoners whom the settlers 
could not employ. 

Sir Thomas Brisbane, who arrived with Commis- 
sioner Bigge's report hanging over him, adopted tlie 
ordinary contract system, and invited tenders for the 
quantity required at the lowest price. The small 
farmers, unused to calculate the effects of open com- 
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petition, rushed forward to the stores with snch eager- 
ness that wheat fell from lOs. and 7s. 6d. a bushel to 
38. 9. Abstractedly he was right ; practically he was 
wrong ; so serious a change required care and time. 

About the same time, the governor established a 
colonial currency which raised the pound sterling 
twenty-five per cent., and proceeded to pay govern- 
ment debts in colonial money to parties who had con- 
tracted debts in^sterling currency — a revival of the 
system of depreciating the circulating medium obso- 
lete in England, but still practiced by continental 
monarchs. 

The colonists, seeing the price at which wheat was 
transferred to the government stores, took it for grant- 
ed that the harvest had been redundant, proceeded 
to feed pigs, and otherwise expended the unsold pro- 
ceeds of their harvest. As the season advanced, it 
was discovered that the harvest, so far from being 
plentiful, was deficient. Wheat rose to £1 4s. a 
bushel. Those who had sold cheap, had to buy at a 
high price. The tampering with the currency added 
to the severity of the crisis. A great fiood swept 
away the finest crops on the Hawkesbury. A famine 
followed : the government, by proclamation, required 
that cabbage stalks should not be rooted up. A large 
body of small farmers became so insolvent that their 
farms were sold to pay their debts, and passed into 
the hands of money-lenders and grogshop-keepers. 

The discontent of the colonists reacted on the home 
government, and Sir Thomas Brisbane was recalled 
on the 1st December, 1825. 
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Four very important discoveries were made during 
his administration. In 1823, the Maneroo Plains, 
situated between two and three thousand feet above 
the level of the sea, separated from Twofold Bay by 
a lofty range of mountains, over which there is now 
a dray-track, were explored by Captain Cnrrie, R. N"., 
who named them Brisbane Downs, but they have 
since reverted to their native name. In the same 
year, Mr. Oxley, the surveyor-general, by order of 
Sir T. Brisbane, explored Moreton Bay, and discov- 
ered the navigable Siver Brisbane, leading to the 
fine semi-tropical country now fully occupied by 
squatters, but capable of supporting a large agricultu- 
ral population. 

In the following year Messrs. Hovell and Hume 
made their overland journey to Port Phillip ; and, in 
1825, Mr. Allan Cunningham, one of the most enter- 
prising and accomplished of Australian explorers, 
discovered Pandora's Pass, a cleft than which the 
Alps offer nothing more wild, more imposing, or 
more picturesque, affording the only practicable road 
from the Upper Hunter to the pastoral uplands of 
Liverpool Plains. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Ealph Darling, K. C. B., 
succeeded Governor Brisbane ; the colony during an 
interregnum of eighteen days having been in the 
hands of Colonel (afterwards General) Stewart, of 
Bathurst, an honor which formed one of the boasts of 
the gallant officer and standing jokes of the district 
for the remainder of bi& life. 
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GOVERNOR DARLING — 1826 TO 18fil. 

Sir Ralph Darling arrived in December, 1825 ; his 
administration lasted six years, and was singularly 
and deservedly unpopular. He was a man of forms 
and precedents, of the true red-tape school — neat, 
exact, punctual, industrious, arbitrary, spiteful, com- 
mon-place. He labored hard to reduce into order 
the confusion he found in the public oflSces of the 
colony, and substituted a system which became quite 
as corrupt and more dilatory. It was like changing 
from the court of a Turkish cadi to the Court of 
Chancery. He obstinately evaded the control in- 
tended to be imposed upon him by the secret official 
and nominee council, and perpetrated an act of 
tyranny which has no parallel in English history 
since the time of Charles I. and the Star Chamber. 
The red-tape tendencies of Governor Darling were 
shown in his management of the waste lands of the 
colony. 

In the last year of Governor Brisbane, New South 
Wales, in common with South American mines, Greek 
and Spanish loans, and a crowd of other bubble specu- 
lations, which seem to be decennially necessary to the 
commercial existence of Englishmen, became the 
subject of the operations of a great company, incor- 
porated by charter and by act of Parliament, with a 
directorate including the hest men of the city of 
London, a capital of a million pounds, a grant of a 
million acres, and various other privileges and pre- 
emptions, of which a monopoly of the working and 
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sale of coal eventually proved the most profitable to 
the shareholders and offensive to the colonists. 

Under Governor Darling, the agents of this Austra- 
lian Agriculture Company selected, took possession, 
and commenced operations on their grant. 

A retrospect of the plans and prospects in 1825 will 
perhaps afford the best landmark of the progress of 
the colony from the time when the whole community 
depended for salvation from famine on one ship, and 
that ship driven by adverse gales out of Sydney Heads 
away to sea. 

The Auatraliom Agricultural Corwpomy. 

The directors of the Australian Agricultural Com- 
pany, in their original prospectus, represent New 
South Wales as well calculated for the growth of 
" timber, wheat, tobacco, hemp, flax, and fruits, 
amongst which are the olive, grape, fig, mulberry, 
guava, almond, peach, citron, and orange." They 
derived their information chiefly from the reports of 
Mr. Commissioner Bigge ; and from the same source 
rested great hopes of profit — 

" 1*^, On the growth of fine merino wool. 

" kindly ^ From the breeding of cattle and other live 
stock, and the raising com, tobacco, &c., for the sup- 
ply of persons resident in the colony. 

" ^rdJy^ From the production, at a more distant 
time, of wine, olive oil, hemp, flax, silk, opium, &c., 
as articles of export to Great Britain. 

" ^thly^ From a progressive advance in the value 
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of land, as it becomes improved ; and by an increased 
population." 

The grant of land was made on the ground that the 
colony would derive advantage from the importation 
of so large a capital, invested in cattle, horses, and 
sheep of the Cheviot breeds ; in the cultivation of 
the produce of Southern Europe ; and that the mother 
country would be saved the cost of maintaining a 
certain number of convicts. 

At that period it was still so much an object with 
the government to relieve itself of the cost of the 
maintenance of criminals, that it was agreed that the 
company should be relieved of quit rent, on condi- 
tion of their employing a certain number of prisoners. 
But, from the period of the grant to the Australian 
Agricultural Company, the value of convict labor 
rose so rapidly, that they never were able to obtain 
the stipulated number of servants ; and in 1830 we 
find the editor of the Sydney Monitor proposing that 
convicts should be sold on arrival to the highest bid- 
der, and anticipating that they would realize, in lots 
of two hundred, £100 a year each for five or ten 
years I 

In the course of the correspondence with this com- 
pany, the Secretary of State for the Colonies an- 
nounced that in future, "instead of giving grants of 
land free, lands were to be put up to sale, according 
to a valuation of the surveyor-general, similar, in 
many respects, to the system adopted in the United 
States of America." 

Tliis course had been suggested by Mr. Commis- 
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doner Bigge, with a price of lOs. an acre for lands 
near towns, and 5s. an acr^ in the coontrj. 

It so happened that the example of the Australian 
Company infected many members of Parliament and 
other persons of influence, who hastened to obtain 
grants which cost the minister nothing, and appeared 
to the grantors of immense yalue — a delusion on 
both sides. The precedent became most embarrass- 
ing to the government, while many of the huge blocks 
were of very little money value to the absentees. 
Instead of adopting the simple American system of 
survey and sale at a moderate price, a plan of grants 
was adopted admirable in theory, but too open to 
favoritism to work well. 

As to the Australian Agricultural Oompany, their 
proceedings created, in the then state of the colony, 
a financial revolution. They sent out from England, 
as companies always do, a numerous staff; cargoes 
of implements and breeding stock on a most costly 
scale ; purchased ewes and heifers so largely that the 
price was raised one, and even two hundred per cent, 
throughout the colony. The company, with a " long 
pocket," was a universal purchaser, and sellers were 
never wanting as long as they had any money to invest. 

A reaction of course followed, as it always does 
follow extravagant expectations of pecuniary profit. 
The colony, nevertheless, derived advantage from the 
introduction of the company's capital arid superior 
stock in sheep, horses, and cattle. The grand ideas 
of vineyards, olive oil, opium, silkworm cultivation, 
and orange groves, which formed applauded passages 



EMIGBATION FBOM £NOLAin>. 89 

in speeches in the House of Commons and the court- 
room of the company, were never extended beyond 
the resident manager's or commissioner's gardens. 

Unfortunately the beneficial influences were neu- 
tralized by the coal monopoly, which not only handed 
over a large tract of coal seams to the superior ma- 
chinery and active capital of the company, but actu-. 
ally precluded the colonists from working, on any 
terms, coal which might happen to be found under 
their estates. 

These doings seem monstrous. They were at that 
period ordinary transactions, in which honorable men 
and liberal politicians took a share without shame. 
In the same perverse spirit of monopoly, the authori- 
ties and merchants at Sydney, until 1826, compelled 
every ship to enter and break bulk at Sydney before 
calling at the ports of Van Diemen's-Land. Monop- 
oly was then as much an article of faith with states- 
men as free trade is at present. 

Tinder Governor Darling emigration from England 
of persons of moderate capital increased. Unfortu- 
nately a vicious system was established in the survey- 
or's office, for the benefit of favored or feeing parties, 
by which surveys of waste land were kept secret 
from the uninitiated. In 1830 the author of a letter" 
of advice to emigrants recommends " every settler to 
bring out an order from the secretary of state to be 
allowed to inspect charts and maps in the surveyor's 
office ; " and adds, " From being denied such inspec- 
tion, emigrants wander about the interior of the col- 
ony at great expense, but to little purpose." Eeform 
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makes slow progress in the Colonial Office. In 1848 
there existed secret choice reserves near the town of 
Melbourne, which, by the open sesame of a letter 
from Earl Grey, were, after being long retained, 
handed over to a German colony. 

Darling ruled the convicts with a rod of iron. 
•The times of the "first fleeters," the irresponsible 
flogger, and the short allowance of coarse food were 
revived. A penal settlement was formed at Moreton 
Bay, and there, it is commonly affirmed, the prison- 
ers were so badly treated that they committed murder 
in order to be sent for trial to Sydney. 

At the same time the county magistrates were 
empowered to award any number of lashes for inso- 
lence, idleness, or other indefinite oflfences. As it was 
not lawful for a man to flog his own assigned servants, 
he exchanged compliments with a neighbor. Con- 
sidering the class of persons who were then frequently 
selected for magistrates in the colonies, it may easily 
bo conceived to what brutal excesses such irresponsi- 
ble authority led. 

But year by year the civilizing elements of society 
made way. At one time, in 1826, we find a dispensa- 
ry opened : in the following year a great public meet- 
ing is held, with the sheriff in the chair, to petition 
the King and both Houses of Parliament for the civil 
rights of trial by jury, and a House of Assembly ; 
and the next year a general post-office throughout the 
colony, and an Australian jockey club, are established. 
The editor of a newspaper is found guilty of libel, 
and two gentlemen fight a bloodless duel. A dis- 
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pensary, a post-office, an action for libel, and a duel I — 
the banes and antidotes of civilized society. 

The two last years of Governor Darling present 
events and contrasts still more remarkable. 

A Legislative Council, being a step in advance of 
the Executive Council established by charter of 1828, 
held its first meeting in 1829. This was the checK 
against which Governor Macquarie so earnestly and 
naively protested. The council consisted of the Arch- 
deacon (now Bishop) Broughton, who superseded Mr. 
Scott, the Commander of the. Forces, the Chief Jus- 
tice, Attorney-General, and Colonial Treasurer, Alex- 
ander M'Clean, afterwards (at eighty years of age) 
the first speaker of the first Australian Legislative 
Assembly, and four members selected by the gov- 
ernor. 

The proceedings of this council were secret, under 
an oath administered to that intent ; and the gover- 
nor had an absolute veto. The majority were offi- 
cials, totally unacquainted with the colony; and,- 
looking at the minority in which, in the open Legis- 
lative Assembly, the nominees of the government 
were constantly found, it is not extraordinary that this 
council gave no manner of satisfaction to the colony. 
Yet it must be owned that in 1829 New South Wales 
did not possess the materials for representative insti- 
tutions. 

The first act of the council was to establish trial by 
jury in civil cases. 

In the following year, on the 31st of March, 1831, 
the first steam-boat in Australia was launched ; two 
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other steam-boats came into use within a few months. 
Close after the steam-boat followed Dr. Lang, from 
Scotland, the first Australian agitator, a Presbyterian 
O'Connell, who having professed and printed erery 
shade of political opinions, has recently avowed his 
preference for a republic, and his hope that he ^^ shall 
yet see the British flag trailed in the dust." 

Decidedly, in 1831, Australia was making progress. 

In October General Darling resigned his govern- 
ment, and was succeeded by General Sir Eichard 
Bourke. 

The history of General Darling's administration 
reads more like that of one of Napoleon's pro-consuls 
than that of an Englishman reigning over Englishmen. 

The case of Sudds and Thompson is an instance 
which stands out in the history of the colony as a sort 
of landmark of the termination of the Algerine sys- 
tem of government, aflEbrding a singular example of 
the state of society in which such an outrage on law, 
justice, and constitutional rights could be not only 
done but defended. 

The story is worth relating, if it were only to show 
what deeds may b6 done and defended in the same 
age by the same race that expended millions in re- 
deeming negro slaves, and in efforts to convert abo- 
riginal cannibals. 

Sudds and Thompson were two private soldiers in 
the 57th Eegiment, doing duty in New South Wales 
in 1825, the second year of Sir Kalph Darling's reign. 
Thompson was a well-behaved man, who had saved 
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some money ; Sudds was a loose character. They 
both wished to remain in the colony. 

In New South Wales they saw men who had arrived 
as convicts settled on snug farms, at the head of good 
shops, and even wealthy merchants and stockowners. 
As to procure their discharge was out of the question, 
Sudds, the scamp, suggested to Thompson that they 
should qualify themselves for the good fortune of con- 
victs, and procure their discharge by becoming felons. 

Accordingly they went together to the shop of a 
Sydney tradesman and openly stole a piece of cloth, 
were, as they intended^ caught, tried, convicted, and 
sentenced to be transported to one of flie auxiliary 
penal settlements for seven years. 

In the course of the trial the object of the crime 
was clearly elicited. It became evident that the dis- 
cipline of the troops required to keep guard over the 
large convict population would be seriously endan- 
gered if the commission of a crime enabled a soldier 
to obtain the superior food, condition, and prospects 
enjoyed by a criminal. Accordingly, Sir Ralph Dar- 
ling issued an order under which the two soldiers, 
who had been tried and convicted, were taken from 
the hands of the civil power, and condemned to work 
in chains on the roads of the colony for the full term 
of their sentence, after which they were to return to 
service in the ranks. 

On an appointed day the garrison of Sydney were 
assembled and formed in a hoUow square. The cul- 
prits were brought out, their uniforms stripped off 
and replaced by the convict dress, iron-spiked collars 
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and heavy chains, made expressly for the pnrpose by 
order of the governor, were rivetted to their necks 
and legs, and then they were drummed out of the 
regiment, and marched back to gaol to the tune of 
" The Kogue's March." Sudds, who was in bad health 
at the time of his sentence from an affection of the 
liver, overcome with shame, grief, and disappoint- 
ment — oppressed by his chains, and exhausted by the 
heat of the sun on the day of the exposure in the 
barrack square — died in a few days. Thompson 
became insane. 

A great outcry was raised in the colony : the oppo- 
sition paper attacked, the official paper defended, the 
conduct of the governor. The colony became divi- 
ded into two parties ; until the end of his administra- 
tion. Sir Kalph Darling, whose whole system was a 
compound of military despotism and bureaucracy, 
was pertinaciously worried by a section which inclu- 
ded some of the best and some of the worst men in 
the colony : combining together for the extension of 
the liberties of the colony, they found in the Sudds 
and Thompson case the inestimable benefit of a 
grievance. 

It would be unjust to consider Sir Kalph Darling's 
sentence by the light of public opinion in England. 
He was governor of a colony in which more than 
half the community were slaves and criminals ; he 
had to punish and\o arrest the progress of a danger- 
ous crime ; but as the representative of the sovereign, 
by ex post facto decree, he exercised powers which no 
sovereign has exercised since the time of Henry YHI., 
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and violated one of the cardinal principles of the 
British constitution, — rejudging and aggravating the 
punishment of men who had already been judged. 

At the present day it is, as we before observed, 
only as an historical landmark that it is right to recall 
attention to a transaction which can never be repeated 
in British dominions, although we may find prece- 
dents in the decrees of a president of the French 
republic, and decisions of California committees of 
vigilance, where the absence of all evidence and ac- 
quittal by legal tribunals have not saved the. victims 
of a mob, or a despot, from condign punishment. 

During General Darling's government further suc- 
cessful explorations of the interior were made, both 
by private individuals and oflBicials. Among the lat- 
ter were Major (now Sir Thomas) Mitchell, Mr. Allan 
Cunningham, Mr. Oxley, and Captain Sturt, the most 
fortuna^te <fl all. 

In his second expedition, in 1829, Captain Sturt 
embarked with a party in a boat on the Morrumbid- 
gee (which receives the waters of the Macquarie, the 
Lachlan, and Darling), until he came to its junction 
with the Murray, an apparently noble stream. Pur- 
suing his voyage, in spite of many impediments, 
hardships, and dangers, from rocks, snags, sandbanks, 
and hostile savages, he reached the Lake Alexandrina, 
and discovered the future province of South Austra- 
lia. This lake is a shallow sheet of water, sixty miles 
in length and forty miles in breadth, which interpo- 
ses between the sea and the river, thus unfortunately 
presenting an obstacle to ocean communication. 
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The hopes excited by the discovery of this pic- 
turesque river have hithetto not been realized. Al- 
though broad, deep, and bordered by rich land for 
many score miles, the perpetual recurrence of shal- 
lows limits the draught of water to two feet, at which 
steamers cannot be profitably navigated. 

. Captain Sturt, having made this important discov- 
ery, returned by reascending the river. 

Having unfortunately become blind, in considera- 
tion of these and other services rendered to South 
Australia, the new Legislative Oouncil of that colony 
have recently voted him a pension of £500 — an act 
of liberality for which no precedent is to be found in 
the proceedings of the other settlements. 



CHAPTER VI. 

GOVERNOR BOURKE--1881 TO 1888. 

BQt lUOHABA B0UBKE-^ftKUOI0I» SQUALITT X8TABU8SED BT OBUBOa AND 

SCHOOL ACT THK BBGULATIOMS FOB AfiAIONXEirT OV OOMYICXB flTXP 

TOWABDS ABOU8HINO TRANSPORTATION SQUATTINa REGULATIONS STS- 

TJEMATIZBD— ORIGIN OF ITAKEFIELD's COLONIZATION BUBBLES FOUNDA- 
TION OF NBV COLONIES OF FORT FHILUP, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Majob'Genebal Sib Biohabi) Boitbee, EL C. B., be- 
came Governor of New South Wales in December, 
1831, and retired in November, 1837. He was, with- 
out question, the ablest man who has as yet occupied 
that office ; equal in 'zeal, energy, and plain common 
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sense to Macquarie ; siiperior in the liberality, hn- 
manity, and statesmanlike far-sightedness of his views. 
With wise self-reliance h6 resisted the blandishments 
of the official cKque who have been the curse of all 
our colonies, and the opposition of the faction of white 
slave-drivers, who looked upon the colony as a farm 
to be administered for their sole benefit. He had 
courage, too, of a rare quality, for he dared to differ 
from his chief, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
on a vital point of administration — the land question ; 
his recorded objections to th6 Wakefield system are 
remarkable for theii* prophetic wisdom. 

He was, and his memory still is, deservedly popu- 
lar among the humble, or liie wealthy sons of the 
once humble settlers — a rare merit, and not a quali- 
fication for fevor at the Colonial' Office. 

The six years of his reign were crowded with meas- 
ures and events of the utmost importance in the his- 
tory of New South "Wales. 

1. The discussions of the Legislative Council be- 
came public, and the estimates were regularly sub- 
mitted and discussed. 

2. The Church and School Corporation (which had 
become a gross job) was abolished, and religious 
equality established by an act cf the Legislative 
Council. 

8. An attempt was made to introduce the Irish na- 
tional school system (which the bigots defeated.) 

4. Free grants of land wer6 abolished, and sale by 
auction at a minimum price substituted. 

5. The dispatch was received from Lord Glenelg, 

E 1 
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and steps were adopted, which, in 1840, finally abol- 
ished transportation to New South Wales. 

6. The squatting system was legalized and system- 
atized on a plan which has since produced nearly 
£60,000 per annum. . 

7. Bules for regulating the number of convict ser- 
vants to which each settler should be entitled (with- 
out favor,) and the number of lashes which should be 
inflicted on a convict servant by a single magistrate, 
were framed and promulgated. 

8. Port Phillip was settled from Van Diemen's 
Land and South Australia by colonists from England. 

The powers of the council imposed on the governor 
of New South Wales in the last year of Sir Thomas 
Brisbane's administration were, under Sir Ralph Dar- 
ling, almost nominal : not only were its deliberations 
secret and its dissent powerless, but Governor Dar- 
ling systematically and illegally exercised authority 
in the only matter entrusted to the council — the dis- 
tribution of the revenues. Towards the close of his 
administration he introduced a bill indemnifying him- 
self and legalizing his illegal assumptions. 

Sir Bichard Bourke, on the contrary, earnestly co- 
operated in raising the character of the council, treat- 
ed the non-official members with the utmost respect, 
and endeavored to give the council, as far as possible, 
the tone and functions of a representative assembly, 
a course directly the reverse of his successor. Sir 
George Gipps. Both were able, but the one was a 
frank and generous, the other an astute and jealous 
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It is very much to be regretted that Governor 
Bourke had not been permitted to govern with as little 
interference from secretaries of state as Governor 
Macqnarie, and to remain long enough to initiate the 
partly elective council which fell into the unhappy 
hands of his successor. 

Bov/rk^% Chv/rch omd School Act 

The "Church and School Incorporation," under 
which one-seventh of the crown lands was devoted to 
the support of Episcopalian churches and schools, had 
not worked well, and in 1833 it was dissolved by an 
order of the king in council. The expenses of man- 
agement had been very largft, the receipts very small, 
and the results, in the extension of religion and edu- 
cation, insignificant. 

In the same year Sir Eichard Bourke addressed a 
dispatch, dated 30th September, in which he pro- 
pounded principles of religious equality which were 
afterwards carried into effect by an act of the Legis 
lative Council. This dispatch* has had a very impor- 
tant influence on the religious and educational insti- 
tutions of the colony, and displayed principles much 
in advance of the traditions of the colonial govern- 
ment. 

After stating that the followers of the Church of 
England were most numerous ; that one-flfth of the 
population was Boman Catholics ; that the members 
of the Church of Scotland were less jiumerous, but 
among the most respectable, consisting almost entire^ 
ly of free emigrants ; that the annual charge for the 
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Church of England amounted to £11,542 10s.; for the 
Charch of Scotland to £600 ; and for Eoman Catholic 
chaplains and chapels to £1,500 ; while Protestant 
dissenters of several denominations, who had formed 
congregations, " received no support from government 
beyond some small grants of land for sites of chapels ;'* 
that the Church of England possesses seven churches 
of stone or brick in or within forty miles of Sydney, 
two in more remote (Ustricts^ and several less perma- 
nent buildings in various places ; the Church of Scot- 
land one respectable building in Sydney, and three 
temporary buildings in country districts, the one 
church having been built by subscription, aided by a 
loan from government of £520 ; the Boman Catholics 
one handsome church, toward which the government 
had, at various times, granted sums amounting to 
£1,200 ; that the chaplains of the Church of England 
were provided with glebes of forty acres each, and 
with houses* or lodging-money ; that the magnitude 
of the sums annually granted to the Church of Eng- 
land in New South Wales was dr subject of general 
complaint, and had been the origin of a public meet- 
ing and petition Bumerously signed, praying for a 
reduction' — Governor Bourke proceeded to observe, 
that, " in a new country, to which persons of all reli- 
gious persuasions are invited to resort, it will be im- 
possible to establish a dominant and endowed church 
without much hostility, and great improbability of 
its becoming permanent ; if, on the contrary, support 
were given, as required, to every one of the three 
grand divisions of Christians indifferently, and the 
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management of the temporalities of their churches 
left to themselves, the public treasury might in time 
be relieved of a considerable charge, and, what is of 
more importance, the ppople should become more at- 
tached to their respective churches, and be more wil- 
ling to listen to the voice of their respective pastors." 

He then proceeded to sketch out the plan after- 
wards carried out by the act which will presently bo 
quoted, and recommended that Ifew South Wales 
should be created into a separate diocese, instead of 
being included in that of Bengal, 

Erom tlie same dispatch it appears that the schools 
which had been established under the Church and 
School Corporation ccmsisted of a male orphan school, 
in which 133 boys were boarded and taught at an an- 
aual expense of £1,300, and a female orphan school, in 
which 174: girls cost £1,500 annually, exclusive of sup- 
plies from lands cultivated for the use of the schools. 

At Paramatta there was a boarding-school for the 
wealthier classes, who paid £28 each for boarders, 
and £10 for day scholara, the head master, a clergy- 
man, receiving £100 a year and the rent of a house. 

There were tliirty-five primary schools in various 
parts of the colony, in which 1,248 children were 
taught, at an expense of £2,756. In all these schools 
the catechism of the Church of England was part of 
the instruction. 

The Church of Scotland had received a loan of 
£3,500 towards the erection of the Scotch college 
founded by Dr. Lang ; and £800 had been graaited to 
the Eoman Catholic schools. 
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The governor stated that the disproportionate as- 
sistance for education was a subject of very general 
complaint, and expressed an opinion, ^^ that schools 
on the Irish system, in which Christians of all creeds 
are received, where approved extracts from Scripture 
are read, but no religious instruction is given by the 
master or mistress, such being imparted one day in 
the week by ministers of different religions attending 
at the school to instruct their respective flocks, would 
be most suitable to the condition of the colony. It 
would be necessary that the government took the lead' 
in their institution, erecting schoolhouses, appointing 
well-qualified teachers at liberal salaries." In like 
manner infant schools would be established in the 
towns. And he adds, " I may witJuyutfea/r of coni/ror 
diction assert^ that in no part of the world is the gen- 
eral education a more sacred or necessary duty of the 
government than in New South Wales." 

Unfortunately Sir Eichard Bourke's successor was 
so anxious to work out his own abstract theories of 
legislation, and so busy in battling with the colonists, 
that he had little time to attend to education. 

In 1836 the Legislative Council passed an act, un- 
der which, whenever £300 had been raised by private 
contributions toward the building of a church or chap- 
el, the governor, with the * advice of his Executive 
Council, might issue from the colonial treasury, in aid 
of the subscribers, any sum not exceeding £1,000. 

And for minister of church or chapel with 100 adult 
attendants, £100 per annimi. If 200 adults, £150 per 
annum. If 500 adults, £200 per annum. 
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Under special circumstances the governor and 
council could grant a salary of £100 per annum 
where the congregation amounted to less than 100. 

Where there was no place of worship, £100 might 
be granted from the colonial treasury if £50 a year 
were raised by private contributions. Under this act 
£3,000 a year was divided between the church of 
England, the Church of Scotland, and the Church of 
Rome, and recently the Wesleyan Methodists shared 
part of the grant. 

In his attempt to introduce an improved system of 
education Sir Eichard Bourke was defeated by re- 
ligious jealousies, but the dispatches and act quoted 
will remain monuments of his patriotism an4 states- 
manship. . 

The two great events of General Bourke's govern- 
ment were the abolition of the assignment system, 
and the substitution of sal^s by auction, at a mini- 
mum upset price, for free grants of land. 

Hie Pastoral System cmd the Sale of Lamd. 

Scarcely second in importance to the discussions on 
the Church and School Act are the still-continuing 
contests on the land question, in which Governor 
Bourke again displayed his foresight and legislative 
capacity. 

By a dispatch dated February, 1831, the colonial 
secretary instructed the governors of New South 
Wales and Van Diemen's Land to discontinue the 
grants. And substitute sale by auction at a minimum 
npset "rice of 58. an acre, without any of the privi- 
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leges in assigned servants which had been annexed 
to sales at the same rate by Governor Brisbane. And 
in 1835, Governor Bourke carried through the LegUh 
lative Council the act to restrain unauthorized occu- 
pation (7. W. IV. No. 4), on which the squatting 
system is founded ; and in the following year he com- 
menced issuing the licences under which two-thirds 
of the stock of New South Wales and Victoria are 
now pastured. He did not then contemplate obtain- 
ing more than sufficient funds to defray the expenses 
of the necessary staff, crown-land commissioners and 
police. There he was much mistaken. 

Before the appointment of crown-land commission- 
ers it was common for great settlers to " eat out," as 
they called it, any small settler, by sending sheep to 
devour all the pasture for pailes round his hut. It 
took some years ta convince the old magnates that 
they could no longer do as they did in the old days 
of white slavery and irresponsible government. 

By these two measures the character of Australian 
colonization was completely changed. Their effects 
will be described in the next chapter. 

In 1835, two events occurred which materially af- 
fected the colonizing fortunes of Australia. A party 
of stockowners from Van Piemen's Land, where the 
accessible pastures had been nearly all appropriated, 
crossed Bass' Straits, and established themselves on 
the shores of Port Phillip Bay, on the River Yarra 
Tarra; about the same time squatters gradually ex- 
tended their pastures overland, and whalers settled at 
Portland Bay ; and before the government of New 
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South Wales, within which the unpeopled territory 
was included under Governor Phillip's commission, 
acknowledged their existence, many thousand sheep 
and cattle were feeding over the finest plains that had 
yet been discovered in the vicinity of a natural port. 
And these "unauthorized squatters," as they were 
called in a dispatch, poured into the new land with 
such rapidity, that the homo government was very 
unwillingly obliged to sanction the measures which 
had been taken by Governor Bourke. 

This spiDutaneous colonization brought into the 
market, under the new system, a vast quantity of ac- 
cessible land, of a very superior quality for both agri- 
cultural and pastoral purposes. 

At the same time that the Tasmanians were swarm- 
ing across Bass' Straits, and the pastors of New South 
Wales were marching overland with their flocks to 
this and other new lands of promise, in England a 
commission had been issued, an act of parliament ob- 
tained, and a charter granted, for colonizing South 
Australia, an unexplored tract of land, traversed by 
a river which the adventurous Sturt had descended 
and ascended, and had given the name of South Aus- 
tralia. 

The history of the rise, the fall, and the revival of 
that now great and flourishing colony will be found 
in its proper place ; but we must refer to it here only 
to show how the speculation of the South Australian 
Company affected the progress of Ifew South Wales 
and Port Phillip. 

The South Australian adventurers were a cama/ror 

E* 
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derie^* who, although ridiculously ignorant of the 
practical parts of colonization, as thej afterwards 
proved to the sorrow and rain of thousands, were 
adepts of the first water in the arts of puff publicity 
and parliamentary canvass. They knew how to get 
up a company, float paragraphs, gather great public 
meetings, fascinate and cram the ablest writers of the 
press, agitate Parliament, pack a committee, manu- 
facture a case, and bamboozle the public. 

Canals and South American mines had been ex- 
hausted ; railways ware not yet sufficiently advanced 
and yet too much advanced to form the subject of 
speculation ; colonization was a new theme ; the ig- 
norance of the public made it an admirable one in the 
hands of a skillful charlatan like Edward Gibbon 
"Wakefield, the John Law of colonization. 

The large fortunes realized in Australia — ^the stories 
of convicts with thirty and forty thousand pounds a 
year — the visits of a few of the sheepowning plutoc- 
racy — the fiattering accounts of travelers — attract- 
ed attention to New South "Wales, at a time when, 
under the infiuence of the dire calculations of Mal- 
thus, and the evil results of the old poor-law system 
of unlimited out-door relief, the well-to-do English 
world was oppressed by the nightmare of a surplus 
pauper population devouring the landholder and fund- 
holder, and reducing the land to one vast, potato-fed 
poorhouse. 

But there were drawbacks in the unsavory name 
of Botany Bay, and the pickpocket character of its 

* See M. Scribe's comedy of *' La Camaraderie." 
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population ; in the fearful amount of crime reported 
by the colonial judges; and, worst of all, in a tariff 
of wages daily rising, which were exacted by free 
emigrants, in spite of the anti-wages combination of 
the old white colonists. 

In 1829, an aristocratic adventurer had, with the 
assistance of a Sydney money-lender, endeavored to 
retrieve his fortune by obtaining a grant of land, and 
conducting an army of helpless gentlemen and la- 
dies, with still more helpless clodhoppers, to the banks 
of the Swan River, in North-Western Australia, where 
with the worst possible arrangements the worst possi- 
ble colonists found themselves planted in the most 
remote comer of an unexplored continent, on a dan- 
gerous port, on barren sand with poisonous pastures, 
and thickets fiill of hostile savages — land so barren, 
and pastures so poisonous, that the exertions of nearly 
half a century, with large assistance from public 
funds, have not yet enabled "Western Australia to pay 
the expenses of government, or the cost of imports. 
Port Phillip had more sheep in one year after the first 
white party landed from Van Diemen's Land, than* 
"Western Australia in five-and-twenty years. 

The increase of sheep depends not on the terms on 
which land is sold, but on the condition in which grass 
grows. If pastures are plentiful, so are sheep; if 
scanty, poisonous, or wanting in water, they perish as 
surely as a Wakefieldite colony unpuffed. On the 
success of New South Wales, and the failure of Swan 
Biver, the South Australian scheme was floated. 

Give us, said the projectors to the legislature and 
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the speculative public, the territory we mark on the 
map ; the right of imposing a sufficient price on the 
land, and of applying it to the importation of labor ; 
and we will render labor cheap by the exclusion of 
laborers irom the possession of land, concentrate soci- 
ety, introduce agriculture as scientific as that of Great 
Britain, in addition to the productions of Spain and 
Italy, and reap all the profits that have been reaped 
in New South "Wales and Van Diemen's Land with- 
out the taint of convict labor, or the dispersion of the 
semi-barbarous squatter ;" and we will produce a state 
of society so prosperous and so charming, that tiie 
neighboring, cheap-priced, convict colonies sh^ll has- 
ten to follow our example. 

As they desired, so it yras granted to them ; and 
under " South Australia," we may read how bands of 
youths and maidens, and old men who had not gained 
wisdom by their gray hairs, went singing in triumph 
to sit down \xi a sandy plain, and spend two years in 
gambling for town lots and village lots, with their own 
and with borrowed paper money ; and how they sank 
.into a slough of despondency, and were only saved 
by resorting to the people and pursuits they had been 
taught to despise. 

But to New South Wales two results arrived through 
the exertions of the South Australian interest, an in- 
terest much more successful in its parliauientary tac- 
tics than in its colonizing operations. 

First, the sudden abolition of the assignment sys- 
tem and traaasportation — a righteous act, most rashly 
performed to the irgury of this country and the crim- 
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inals, to the Tuin of Van Diemen's Land, and thQ 
great, eventful gain but temporary loss of New South 
Wales. Secondly, the raising of the price of land 
from 6s. to £1, and foundation of a grievance, the ef- 
fects of which, in a moral, social, and political point 
of view, are far too serious to be easily or rapidly 
calculated. 

It came about in this manner. 

When the lai^d of New South Wales w^ throwu 
open for sale in unlimited quantities, at a minimum 
of 5s. an ^cre, aU who had occupied iiupemor land, 
with or without license, sought to purchase their oc- 
cupations ; mapy rounded off their grants, and took 
in large slices of barren land for uniformity, for paa- 
ture, or for water. Others who had had neither influx 
ence, nor patience, nor time to wad^ through the 
dreary forms of the bureaucrat^ m^ martinets undev 
Governor Darling, indulged in fteehold as soon as it 
became a mere matter of money. During the first 
years, from 18131 to 1836, the assignment system was 
a great encouragement to purchase laud, because with 
covict labor and a commissariat purchaser, and a 
road-making government, it pays to cultivate agricul- 
tural land. 

The discovery of Port Phillip bt^ught into the mar- 
ket a greater quantity of good land close to a port 
than had ever been for sale before. The example of 
the South Australian land speculators was also infec- 
tlous, and land speculation, towii lots, streets, squares, 
villages, became the rage. 

The news of the avidity with which coloniste and 
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absentees purchased wild land, which the gOTcm 
ment imagined it had been giving awaj for many 
years, soon reached the eyes and ears, and inflamed 
the palms, of the colonial officials. 

None are more slow to spend, or greedy to grasp, 
than officials. Excellent, admirable, generous men 
in private life seem tainted by official contact. No 
sooner does a nobleman or gentleman become invest- 
ed with an official responsibility than he conducts the 
business of the nation in a peddling, greedy spirit, 
which would ruin an English estate, and has ruined 
many Irish ones. He grasps all, and gives nothing. 

Kecommend to the lords of the Admiralty or the 
"Woods and Forests the erection of something — a 
dam, a sluice, a breakwater — that, costing £1,000, 
will reclaim twenty thousand fat acres, and "my 
lords have to inform you that they have no ftmds for 
such a purpose ; " but be so ill advised as to execute 
works giving value to a whole neighborhood, and then 
ask my lords to sell a piece of before valueless mud 
flat, especially if my lords' influence in Parliament 
be needed, and the mud becomes, in official eyes, so 
much solid gold. 

In Australian land the Colonial Office thought that 
it had discovered an exhaustless treasure which could 
be sold in any quantity, and at any price they chose 
to fix ; just as in 1845, when all the British world 
was mad on railways, because one or two lines paid 
£10 per cent., there were parties who believed that 
the national debt might be paid off by the government 
purchasing up all railways — a dream unexecuted, 
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and since dispelled by a universal average dividend 
of three and a half per cent. 

Sir Richard Bonrke was one of the fevp' official per- 
sonages who had the wisdom to comprehend the true 
nses of colonial land, to appreciate the value of the 
small farmer as well as the great flockowner, to re- 
main undazzled by overflowings of a treasury filled 
by the madness of speculating land purchasers, and 
the courage to dissent from the crotchets of the colo- 
nial ministers to which his successor so obsequiously 
assented. 

His dispatches, which we disinter from the volum- 
inous blue books which form the obscure records of 
the legislative progress of Australia, teem with proofs 
of his wise conciliatory spirit and sound far-seeing 
views on questions which at this hour would threaten 
the connection between the colonies and the mother 
country, if we were still afflicted of Greys and Stan- 
leys for our colonial ministers, and Gipps' and Dar- 
lings for our colonial governors. 

In 1834 the Earl of Aberdeen, infected by Mr. 
Gibbon "Wakefield's crotchets and fallacious evidence 
on the banefulness of dispersion and the possibility 
of enf<5rced concentration, addressed a dispatch to the 
Governor of New. South "Wales, in reference to the 
efforts then made to colonize Port Phillip, to the effect 
"that it was not desirable to allow the population to 
become more scattered than it then was." (At that 
time the squatting was in its infancy, and not one- 
third of the country since occupied had been ex- 
plored.) Sir Eichard Bourke replied in a dispatch 
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dated 10th October, 1838 : it would kave been well 
if our Colonial Office had studied and understood the 
full force of the warning : 

'< Admitting, as every reasonable person must, that 
a certain degree of concentration is necessary for the 
advancement of wealth and civilization, and that it 
enables government to become at once more efficient 
and more economical, I cannot avoid perceiving the 
peculiarities which in this colony render it impolitic, 
and even impossible, to restrain dispersion within 
limits that would be expedient elsewhere. The wool 
of New South Wales forms at present its chief wealth. 
The proprietors of thousands of acr^s find it necessary, 
equally with the poorer settlers, to send large flocks 
beyond the boundaries of location, to preserve thenj 
in health throughout the year. The colonists must 
otherwise restrain the increase, or endeavor to raise 
artificial food for their stock. Whilst nature presents 
all around an unlimited supply of wholesome pasture, 
either course would seem a perverse rejection of the 
bounty of Providence, Independently of these pow- 
erful reasons for allowing dispersion, it is not to be 
disguised that government is unable to prevent it. . 
, . The question I beg leave to submit is sipaply 
this ; How may government? turn to the best advau* 
tage a state of things which it cannot wholly inter- 
dict ? It may, I would suggest, be found practicable 
by means of the sale of land in situations peculiarly 
advantageous, however distant from other locations, 
and by establishing townships and ports, and facilita- 
ting the intercourse between remote and moro settled 
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dietiicta of this vast temtcay, to provide centres of 
civ'Uzation and govenunent, and thus gradually ex- 
ten ' the power of social order to the most distant 
parlA of the wilderness." 

Ols tl^t such words of wisdom had sunk deep into 
the eais of our legislators, and proved antidotes to the 
charlatcva, swindling tricks of those who mapped out 
and sold, ,)n a flat-paper plan, barren sands, forest- 
covered, prt>c:pit*)us hills, and rocky, shingly shores 1 

But, besidas home iJieorists, Governor Bourke had 
to contend with colonial monopolists in the shape of 
great land and flook owners, who, forgetting their 
own or their fathers' original insignificance, grudged 
every acre and every herd of flock that fell into the 
hands of hard-working men; for they thought and 
Baid then, what many of the same class think, although 
they do not dare to say it ivow, that it was the duty 
of working men to work, and not to aspire to inde- 
pendence. 

The governor saw through the selfishness of those 
who considered the colony their patrimony, and was 
not led away by a cry against the poor men who fed 
small flocks or a few cattlq on wild land. His judi- 
cious measures, although less equitably carried out 
than he planned them, recently produced a revenue 
of £60,000 a year. He observes (18th December, 
1835): 

" Another cause to which Judge Burton attributes 
the prevalence of crime in this colony is the occupa- 
tion of waste lands by improper persons. The per- 
sons to whom Mr. BvHon alludes^ fa/rwUirnhf caUed 

8 
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^ squatters^ a/re the objects qf great animosity on the 
pari of the wealthier eetHers. It must be confessed 
they are only following in the steps of all the most in- 
fluential and unexceptionable colonists, whose sheep 
and cattle stations are everywhere to be found side 
by side with the obnoxious squatter, and held by bet- 
ter title. ... I trust I shall be able to devise 
some measure that may moderate the evil complained 
of, witTumt putting a weapon into the ha/nds ofedfah- 
ness and oppression. . • ." And again, in Sep- 
tember, 1836 : 

" There is a natural disposition on the part of the 
wealthy stockholders to exaggerate the offenoes of the 
poorer classes of intruders vpon crown lands^ and an 
equal unwillingness to suit themsehes to siich restraints 
as are essential to the due amdimpartiod reguUxtion of 
this species of occupamxyy. Of the former disposition 
I have had ample proof in the result of an inquiry 
lately instituted as to the number of ticket-of-leave 
holders in unauthorized occupation of crown land. The 
dishonest practices of this class of persons in such oc- 
cupation had been represented as one of the principal 
evils which required a remedy. I have, however, 
discovered from the returns of the magistrates, which 
I called for, that not more than twenty to thirty tick- 
et-of-leave holders occupy crown lands throughout the 
whole colony, and of these a great proportion are re- 
ported to be particularly honest and industrious." 

Our next quotation is from a dispatch of General 
Bourke's dated September, 1837, on the price-of-land 
question. 
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The South Anstralian theorists had already begun 
to find some difficulty in carrying out their concen- 
trating schemes. They applied, in the person of one 
of their commissioners (Colonel Torrens), to have the 
price of land in the neighboring colonies raised to the 
South Australian level — a most impudent demand, 
considering the terms on which they first asked to be 
allowed to try their experiment. 

They began by saying, our principles of coloniza- 
tion are so superior that we only ask leave to try them, 
convinced that other colonies will be but too happy to 
follow our example. But, when they had obtained 
permission to cut off their own tails, they next de- 
manded, as an act of justice, that neighboring colo- 
nies should be compelled to decaudalize themselves. 
They particularly objected to the pastoral advantages 
of Port Phillip, where land was being sol4 by auction 
at an upset price of 6s. an acre. 

The result of this application to prop up the bubble 
price of land in South Australia, by affixing the same 
price to land in Port Phillip and New South Wales, 
was a dispatch from Lord Glenelg to Governor Bourke, 
authorizing him to raise the upset price of land if he 
thought fit. Sir Richard Bourke had the courage not 
to take the official hint, and gave reasons in detail for 
adhering to a minimum of 6s. an acre for country 
land, which the experience of the last fifteen years 
has amply justified and confirmed : 

" Whatever minimum is fixed there will be found 
instances in which land acquired at that price without 
opposition will prove a cheap bargain; but such is 
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not often the case. Land even of very inferior qual- 
ity, happening to possess a peculiar value to the indi- 
vidual purchasing in consequence of its proximity to 
his other property, finds a sale solely on that account, 
cannot be considered as cheaply obtained, even at the 
minimum price. The cases in which land is sold 
without opposition, from ignorance of its marketable 
value on the part of the public, or from the secret 
agreement or friendly forbearance of those otherwise 
interested in bidding against each other, must dimin- 
ish yet more and more as the colony advances in 
wealtli and population ; nor are such accidents, even 
if they were more numerous, deserving of such 
consideration. It is upon general tendencies (md 
remits that all qicestians of publio poUcy a/re to le 
decided. 

" The lands now in the market form a surplus, in 
many cases a refuse^ consisting of lands which in past 
years were not saleable at any price, and were not 
sought after eveii as free grants. 

^' By deciding to dispose of them at 5s. an acre, it 
by no means follows that they will be sold at a higher 
rate. The result may be to retain them for an indefi- 
nite time unsold, a result more certain in eonsequence 
of the alternative at the settler's command of wander- 
ing over the vast tracts of the interior. A facility fi>r 
acquiring land at a low price is the safest check to 
this practice. The wealthiest colonists are continu- 
ally balancing between the opposite motives presented 
by the che^ipness of (then) unauthorized occupation 
on the one hand, and the depira of adding to their 
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permanent property on the other. The influence of 
the latter motive intist be weakened in proportion to 
the augmentation of the upset price. 

^^ Itia possible thai the OAigmervtidiorh of the mmi- 
mum price would ham the mjwrious efect of checkmg 
the im/inigrai^km of persons posseeeed of emaU capital^ 
desirous of estcMishmg themselves %^pon land of their 
ownP 

We shall hereafter show that all Sir Eichard 
Bourke's predictions were realized. To this hour, in 
the midst of settled districts, large tracts of land re- 
main the haunt of wild dogs and varmin, which are 
no more likely to be worth £X an acre in twenty 
years to come than they were twenty years ago. 
^ Sir Eichard Bourke seems to have been the only 
governor, with the exceptiouL of Macquarie, who had 
no free population to act on, thoroughly impressed 
with the importance of encouraging and protecting, 
against the prejudices and oppressions of tiie great 
settlers, a class of agricultural yeomanry. Since his 
time, especially under Sir George Qipps, every pos- 
sible impediment has been thrown in the way of those 
becoming possessed of freehold farms, who were not 
rich enough to be great flockowners, but not willing 
to be mere servants. 

The AssigifimevU System^ 

Anot3ier very important event undeir Sir Eichard 
Bourke was the move towards abolition of assign- 
flient, which had previously given settlers servants 
for both domestic and field work at the mere cost of 
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clothing and maintenance. He was directed to dis- 
continue the assignment of convicts by a dispatch 
from Lord Glenelg, dated 26th May, 1837, which took 
effect in 1840. 

In answer to inquiries contained in that dispatch. 
Sir Eichard Bourke stated that from four to five thou- 
sand convicts might be profitably employed on pub- 
lic works in the colony, under the control of military 
officers and non-commissioned officers. He observes, 
with his usual good sense, ^^ If the abolition of (the 
assignment of .convicts) be resolved on, it should 
without doubt be gradual^ as the sudden interruption 
of the accustomed supply of labor would produce 
much distress." 

The system was suddenly discontinued during the 
administration of Governor Bourke's successor. Great 
distress among the colonists did ensue, and there can 
be no question that tenfold more crime w^ created 
and perpetuated by the gang system, which under 
Lord Glenelg's' orders superseded the assignment, 
than had ever existed in the colony previously. 

Undoubtedly the time had arrived when the colony 
was sufficiently productive and attractive to secure a 
stream of free emigration. The assignment or white- 
slave system cannot go on together with immigration 
of free laborers. Hie two systems will not work 
together. The best class of emigrants of any rsyi^k, 
but especially laborers, will not resort to a convict 
colony. The masters of convicts do not know how to 
treat free men. In New South "Wales it took some 
years to teach them. 
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It was not extraordinary that an excess of crime 
arose. In a population so constituted as that of Kew 
South Wales during the existence of the convict sys- 
tem, with such imperfect discipline, such an inequality 
of sexes, such absence of means for regularly train- 
ing and educating the rising generation, it is not the 
amount of native felonry that astonishes us, but that 
it was not universal. God scattered seeds of virtue 
in the land which the statesmen and saints of the 
home country, forgot, while all their care and cost 
were spent on barbarous tribes of cannibals, on Hin- 
doos and negroes. The unbaptized child of the white 
convict grew up with no more training or teaching 
than the savage he displaced. 

The abolition of the assignment system and of trans- 
portation to New South Wales, the result of the selfish 
conspiracy of a party of land-jobbers, was effected in 
a hasty, ill-considered manner, by the enthusiastic ex- 
ertions of a number of excellent men, who were 
overpowered by a " case" cooked in a manner then 
new to the House of Commons, but now perfectly 
understood. A change that should have been effected 
gradually was made hastily, to the serious pecuniary 
injury, and eventual benefit, of New South Wales and 
Port Phillip, but to the ruin, social and financial, of 
Van Diemen's Land, on which alone was poured the 
stream of felonry previously distributed over New 
South Wales. 

But this is one of the questions environed in so 
much difficulty, that the government of the day were 
not specially to be blamed. After fifty years' neglect 
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they were forced by active puWic opinion to do some- 
thing. Not knowing how to dilute or deodorize tlie 
open drains of human crime which they had been 
sending through New Soufli "Wales for that period, 
after a series of vain experiments, they ended by turn- 
ing Van Diemen's Land into one vast overflowing 
cesspool, ten thousand times more noxious than the 
evil it was intended to cure. 

When Sir Kichard Bourke retired — deeply regret- 
ted by all the colony, except a small section of prison- 
flogging magistrates and officials of the true colonial 
school — New South Wales had attained the highest 
state of prosperity ; Port Jackson was crowded with 
shipping, bringing free laborers and capitalists, the 
banks overflowing with money, and the whole popu- 
lation foil of the haj)piest excitement. 

The discussions of the Council, although still secret 
and irresponsible, had assumed a real character, and 
prepared the way for representative institutions. Ke- 
strictions placed upon the summaiy conviction of 
prisoners by magistrates, and preparations for the 
abolition of the assignment system, concurrently with 
the introduction of free emigrants, by fonds derived 
from the sale of lands, had laid the foundation of a 
free colony. The colonization of Port Phillip and 
South Australia by emigrants of a superior class, had 
done much towards directing the attention of this 
country to an island which had previously been only 
considered a receptacle for criminals ; wbilo the dis- 
covery of vast tracts of fine land in the interior, with 
an overland communication betweei^the three dis- 
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tricts, greatly stimulated the increase of live stock, 
the growth of wool, and the general value of Austra- 
lian exports. Australians began to think they could 
walk alone without the aid of convict labor, and the 
monej of the commissariat. 

The great event of Sir Kiehard Bourke's govern- 
ment was the land mania, which, acting and reacting 
from colony to colony, drove some of the soundest 
heads to acts of the wildest folly, in which the wealth- 
iest families were involved in ruin, and from the 
eifects of which Australia was eventually relieved by 
the perpetual in(»'ease of flocks and herds feeding on 
boundless pastures, and tended by the emigrants 
whom the funds derived from the land mania helped 
to introduce. He was succeeded by Sir George 
GippSr 



CHAPTER VII. 

GOVERNOR GIPPS — 1838 T0 1846. 

SABLT DlBPVm WHTB TBI 00L0NI8TB— TBS BBTranJB^ PASTORAL DmOb- 

BBT — LAND BALX8 OBOWK PATBOXAOE — EMIGBATION LEGBBLATniB 

COUNCIL BECOMES ELECTXYE — COIOOTTEBB APPOINTED TfiSIK BJEPOBIB 

THE LAND QUESTION. 

Ths appointment of Sir George Gipps was, at the 
same time, most creditable to the government and 
unfortunate for the colony. He was, when an oflSoer 
of engineers quartered in Otmada at the time of the 
rebellion, appointed secretary to a commission with 
F 
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Lord Oosford, and then wrote and published an inge- 
niong plan for edncating colonies to the nse of repre- 
sentative institutionsy by establishing a kind of mani- 
cipal government, undefthe name of District Councils. 
At a time when the colony had advanced from the 
Algorine role of Phillip, Macqnarie, and Darling, to 
enjoy the externals of a free state ; a legislative coun- 
cil, no longer secret, although not elective ; courts of 
law regularly constituted ; trial by jury for political 
offences; the right of tmlicensed printing; and the 
liberty, &eely exercised, of assembling to discuss po- 
litical questions — at a time when all the fiery Intel* 
lect of the colony was burning to acquire the rights 
of representation and taxation which they had for- 
feited by becoming colonists, — Sir George Gipps 
arrived, determined to govern on high prerogative 
principles ; to carry out the determined plans of his 
master's and his own preconceived views, however 
distasteful or unsuitable to the colonies. He was a 
man whose really great abilities were neutralized by 
a violent, jealous, over-bearing temper. Inflated with 
pride, he assumed to unite the characters of sovereign 
and prime minister, to be the chief of the legislative 
and of the executive. In the one capacity he framed, 
introduced, and pressed on his pre-conceived schemes, 
supporting them with vigorous eloquence of tongue 
and pen ; in the other, he treated opposition, or even 
that fair diiscussion which a British minister would 
expect and invite, as so much personal insult, almost 
as high treason. Like a true despot, every political 
opponent was in his eyes a rebel. He was a vain 
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man, too, and could not endure that any measure 
likely to be creditable to the author, or of benefit to 
the colony, should originate with other than himself. 

Evil breeds evil. In proportion as the governor 
was insolent and despotic, the opposition became un- 
reasonable, factions, virulent. 

The temper of a statesman dealing with colonial 
affairs, is even of more importance than his talents. 

The obstinacy of George HI. and the insolence of 
Wedderbume costns the Americas, a load of debt, an 
ocean of blood and guilt, 

K ever — which heaven forbid — Australia should, 
rise up and violently sever her connections with the 
British crown, the origin of so dire a calamity may 
be distinctly traced to the manner in which, with the 
high approval of Earl Grey, Sir George Gipps insul- 
ted and coerced the colonists — forcing, with threats 
and blows, his legislative shoes on their unwilling 
feet — shoes of the best Downing-street manufacture, 
of very handsome shape and capital workmanship, 
everything in fact but a good fit. One pair crushed 
the toes, the other pinched the instep, the third cut 
the heel ; but of what consequence are the cuts, the 
corns, the blisters of a colonist, so long as the Down- 
ing-street manufacturer and his foreman are satisfied 
with their OMm work t 

"I think I hear a little bird tiiat sings,. 
The people will be wiser by and by." 

Yet Sir George Gipps was not without noble as well 
as brilliant qualities. His hands were clean ; in a 
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different sphere, matched and subdued by the even 
competition of English public life, he might have^ 
done himself honor and the state service ; but his was 
a temperament ill-snited^or the exercise of powers so 
absolute as those of a colonial governor — powers 
which he had acquired without any tedious probation. 
At one stride he passed from a subordinate military 
rank to the government of a great province of weal- 
thy and discontented men, having in his hands au- 
thority which could make or mar a whole class or a 
whole district. 

Had Sir George Gipps been a man of less mark, or 
a governor of less power, his &ult8 and foibles should 
have been buried in his grave ; but as he sowed Cad- 
mian seeds of which we may yet have to reap the 
harvest in armed men, the errors of the man form a 
part, a most important part, of the history of Au- 
stralia. 

Sir George Gipps was sworn in on the 2d Febru- 
ary, 1838. 

In 1838 New South Wales, which wa6 supposed, 
when he was summoned to assume the government, 
to be in the highest state of prosperity, was already 
beginning to feel symptoms of the reaction consequent 
on hasty legislation and over-speculation. 

The increasing free population was, not without 
ample reason, dissatisfied with the form of govern- 
ment, and with the manner in which the Colonial 
Office in England exercised what, in a sort of mockery, 
are called the rights of the crown. 

It is a curious circumstance, that under either Whig 
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or Tory government every obnoxious regulation, every 
discreditable piece of patronage which the colonial 
minister claims to exercise, is put forward under 
cover of the sacred rights of the crown. 

An ungracious refusal to bestow on some deserving 
object, at the request of the Colonial Legislature, a 
few acres of the nation's worthless land, — an insis- 
tance in appointing to some office, at an extravagant 
salary, some English prot6g6, — are both defended on 
the plea of " asserting the rights of the crown." 

The secret Executive Council, which under Sir 
Kichard Bourke had been converted into a Legisla- 
tive Council, composed of the salaried officers of the 
local government, with the addition of an equal num- 
ber of colonists nominated by the governor, had 
already nurtured enough of the spirit of independence 
to occasionally dissent from the views of the home 
government or the governor. • 

But Governor Bourke took a colonial view of colo- 
nial subjects, and, although he was compelled to 
enforce some jobbing of colonial money, he main- 
tained amicable relations with his council. 

Sir George Gipps adopted a different course. No- 
thing could exceed the contempt with which he 
treated colonial opinions, or the implicit obedience 
with which he carried out the views of the Colonial 
Secretary of State. 

From a host of disputes on every possible question, 
we select four, which are still matters of contention 
between the colonies and the mother country : 

First, As to the manner in whiish the price of crown 
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lands was raised, lowered, fixed, unfixed, and raised 
again. 

Secondly, As to the employment of the revenues 
derived from the sale and lease of crown lands. 

Thirdly, As to the extent to which the colonists 
were taxed for paying expenses consequent on the 
transportation system, by the cost of jails, police, &c. 

Fourthly, On the manner in which the home gov- 
ernment exercised the patronage of the crown — by 
passing over colonial claims — by appointing unfit 
persons to exercise responsible offices, and by fixing 
unreasonable salaries on easy appointments. 

These four grievances were discussed on one or 
more distinct cases. On all, the governor took up the 
position of high " prerogative" in the most oflfensive 
manner, and found his conduct approved and applaud- 
ed by the home government. 

The Revenvs. 

The revenue dispute in a new shape, but on the 
same substantial ground, exists to this day — a new 
form of the old grievance of " taxation withoiU rep- 
resentation,^^ 

It commenced in 1832, when Lord Goderich, then 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, directed Sir Kich- 
ard Btnu'ke to submit annually to the Legislative Coim- 
cil an estimate of the expenditure proposed to be 
charged on the colonial revenues. Tlus estimate, if 
passed by the council, was to be embodied in an or- 
dinance, and forwarded to the home government for 
his Majeaty'a approval. If rejected, the majority 
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were to be requested to fdrnish their estimate, andtb^ 
two were to be forwarded for "his Majesty's appro- 
val." With this illusory control, the non-official but 
nominee members and the colonists were obliged to 
be content. It was not of much use to object to an 
estimate that had to travel round the world ; and, al- 
though they sometimes protested against any particu- 
larly scandalous job, their protests were received, and 
— laid up with other dusty papers. 

At that period the administrative powers of the 
governor had been so far clipped, without addition to 
the legislative powers of the colonies, that he could 
scarcely erect a pair of stocks without first reporting 
to Downing-street, with plan and estimate. No won- 
der that almost all the non-official party in the colony 
were republicans. 

In 1835 the expense of maintaining the police es- 
tablishment and gaols was made a colonial charge. 
Every non-official and two official members of the 
council protested against this heavy burden, on the 
ground that these expenses were largely increased by 
the presence of all the transported felonry of Great 
Britain, either as prisoners or freedmen. To tins it 
was answered, that the colony had had the benefit of 
their work. However, as a jper oarUray the surplus 
of the fund derived from the sale or lease of crown 
land was allowed to be taken to assist the colonial rev- 
enues, after defraying the expenses of emigration. 
The terms of this arrangement or contract, as the col- 
onists assert, are to be found in dispatches with dis- 
closures from Mr. Spring Rice, and from Lord Gle- 
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nelg, dated respectiyelj 15th Koyembery 1834, and 
10th July, 1836. 

It is not now worth while to quote or discuss diem. 
^ The truth seems to be that, while the returns from the 
land revenue were trifling, the o£Scera of the crown 
did not care to have the spending of them, having 
admitted that it was ^'just and reasonable that the 
revenues should be applied wholly and exclusively 
for the benefit of the col<my." But when the land 
revenues rose to hundreds of thousands of pounds 
annually, the question assumed a different aspect in 
the eyes of a young but accomplished bureaucrat 
like Sir George Gipps. 

Sir Sichard Bourke, after receiving the dispatches 
in question, believed that the Legislative Council had 
the complete control of the land revenue. He seems 
to have been always anxious to extend the legislative 
powers of the colonies. 

Sir G^rge Gipps commenced wJuxt may he caUed, 
to use a slang term of modem politics, his reactionary 
course of policy, by repudiating the assimied contract, 
in the extract from a dispatch, dated November, 1838; 
which alone affords a complete key to the favor in 
which he was held at the Colonial Office, and the de- 
testation in which he was held in the colony : 

" It is asserted in the colony that the right to ap- 
propriate this revenue was conceded to the governor 
and council by a dispatch, &c.y and that this right 
was recognized by Sir Richard Bourke. 

" JVotioithatanding the strength of these eoopressiom, 
I must say that I very much doubt whether, by tlio 
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Treasury letter of the S4th September, 1834, it was 
intended to give tip unreservedly and forever, the 
right to select the objects on >vhich the crown reve- 
nue, (viz, from colonial land,) shoidd be expended.; 
and I, therefore, whenever occasion required, main« 
tained, during the last session of the council, that the 
crown has still power to do so — feelmg that^ if wronf 
in tJm opinion^ I could easily set mysdf right with 
thfi cctunQilf hitj^if I oommMed <m error the other 
way J I mdffht involve myself in difficulties frofi^ 
which there would he no esoaper 

And he proceeds with great ingaiuity to ^^get up a 
case" to enable the Colonial Office at home to shear 
the colonists of the trifling powers recently conceded 
to them. 

This was a very pretty quarrel to begin with, and 
the governor lost no opportunity of improving it. 

Whether the contract existed or not, it is quite 
clear that the powers claimed and exercised by the 
governor and the colonial secretary, in the much- 
abused name of tibe sovereign, amounted to revolting 
despotism under a caricature of free discussion. 

The colonists were expected to defray the cost of 
their own government, with all the addition of police 
and gaol expenses incident to a periodical inoculation 
of British-grown felonry, and, with the sham of a 
Legislative Council and financial discussions, all 
sources of revenue^ except additional taxation, being 
removed from their control. 

As to the crown or waste lands, the price, the man- 
agement, the expenditure of the frmds arising from 
F* 9 
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tiiem in emigration, were settled by English commis- 
sioners ; the sorplns was appropriated by the Orown. 

The custom-house tariff and the rules for levying 
it were settled and the officers appointed by the Eng- 
lish custom-house. 

As to the funds raised by local taxation, the Colo- 
nial Secretary, in the name of the crown, created offi- 
ces, fixed fines, salaries, and appointed officers, without 
the slightest regard to the wants or wishes of the 
colonists. 

The grievance with respect to the appropriation of 
the land revenues became more unbearable in conse- 
quence of the orders and acts of the home govern- 
ment in respect to the land question, which were in 
direct opposition to the feelings and interests of the 
colonists. 

In 1842, a representative character was given to 
the Legislative Council, by introducing into it twenty- 
four elective members. 

It was with this body, while the colony was in a 
state of insolvency, that Governor Gipp's battles com- 
menced, and were carried on with an ascerbity on 
both sides which did not breed a rebellion, because 
the materials in the shape of coercive powers had not 
been conceded to the governor. 

The new council lost no time in investigating the 
grievances of the colony, and soon collected a most 
formidable list, although the most oppressed class of 
all, the small settlers, were entirely unrepresented. 

The revenues, the price of crown lands, the as- 
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sessments on the pastoral proprietors, the abased 
in the exercise of the crown patronage, success- 
ively attracted the attention of the opposition, vigor- 
ously led by "William Wentworth, a gentleman of 
brilliant talents and great oratorical powers, whose 
influ^ice was unfortunately impaired by a violent 
temper and want of taste, the necessary result of a 
provincial education among men vastly interior in 
intellect, and long exclusion from a legitimate exer- 
cise of his powers. 

Without the evidence extracted by these Legislative 
Councils of New South Wales, it would be impossible 
to credit that a government at home, professed to be 
formed on '' reform" and " retrenchment," could per- 
petrate and maintain powers so oppressive and jobs 
so corrupt. 

But jobbery and despotism seem incident to all 
c<Mporate bodies which have the control of sea-divided 
territories. It was impossible to imagine anything 
worse than the administration of the Colonial Office 
until the New Zeland Company, composed entirely 
of pure colonial reformers, was established, and 
showed in perfection what a colonizing Bobert Ma- 
caire could do with a large capital, a directorate of 
credulous capitalists, and an array of still more cred- 
ulous colonists. 

The first Legislative Council, which contained 
twenly-four elected re^^'esentatives, in addition to the 
nominees and official members, met for the first time 
for the dispatch of business, cm Thursday, August 3, 
184:3, and was opened by a speech of Sir George 
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^Oipps. After ihe deliyerj of ihe speech, the coancil 
adjourned until two o'dook, when the opposition com* 
meneed wiihoat delay its long^brooded operations, as 
shown in " Votes and Proceedings " : 

'^ Motion made and question put, ^ That an humble 
address be presented to his excellency, the goyemor, 
returning thanks to his excellency for his speech to 
the council.'. 

^^MoTcd as an amendment, that the word ^ humble' 
be expunged ; passed." 

The Zcmd Question. 

In August, 1838, Lord Gl^ielg^ who had oecome 
infected with the Wakefield theory, instructed 8ir 
George Gipps to substitute 12s. for 5s. as the upset 
price of ordinary land, observing, " If you shcmld ob- 
serve that the extensi<Hi of the population should still 
proceed with a rapidity beyond what is desirable, and 
that the want of labor still. continues to be seriously 
felt, you will take measures for checking the sale of 
land even at 126." 

It is thus evident that at this time ihe Colonial 
Office believed that dispersion might be checked and 
labor cheapeaed by putting a high price cm land — a 
fallacy which has long since been exploded. 

Between 1838 and 1842 Sir George Gipps experi- 
mented by repeatedly raising and lowering the price 
of land. In 1840 and 1841, so far from the increased 
price of land having checked, it had stimulated dis- 
persion, while labor was alternately dearer than ever, 
and unemployed. 
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It was under these drcutnstances that an effort was 
made to prop up the insolvent eolony of South Aus- 
tralia, by passing, in 1841, an imperial act, which 
fixed the minimum pHce of land in the Australian 
colonies at £1 an acre. 

At the period that the elective Legislative Council 
commenced its labors in 1848, th^ dissatisfaction of 
the colonists with the fixed minimum price of £1 an 
acre had become universaL ' 

The wealthy parties who had expected their free 
grants, and their purchases at 5s. an acre, to be aug 
mented in value by the increased price, were disap- 
pointed ; the speculators who, following the example 
of the South Australians, had purchased large lots in 
the hope of realizing large profits, by laying out prop- 
er towns and villages, were either insolvent or eneum- 
bered with tracts^ of useless waste land, unsaleable 
and unprofitable. The class of small settlers were 
de^ly 4iscontented with the iinpediments thrown in 
the way of purchasing small farms in good agricultu- 
ral districts ; while the great pastoral proprietors, who 
were also most of them landowners in the settled dis- 
tricts, were worried — no other word will express the 
policy of Sir George Qipps— *by yegulations and re- 
strictions imposed, repealed, and rei'mposed in a most 
arbiferary manner, with the view of compeHing the 
purchase of occupation at the ruinous price of £1 an 
acre. 

In the insolvent crisis which followed the land ma- 
nia of 1837-8-9, live stock was abundantly valueless ; 
cattle were allowed to rove wild unnumbered on the 
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hills, and sheep which had cost 80s. a piece were un- 
saleable at Is. 6d. ; when it occurred to an ingenious 
gentleman that an animal whom it would not pay to 
watch and feed, and whose flesh was worth nothing, 
might be worth something as tallow. He tried the 
experiment, and, after some difficulties of a mechani- 
cal nature had been OTercome,he succeeded in estab- 
lishing a minimum Talue on live stock according to 
the market price of tallow. Flocks and herds became 
at the worst " good to boil " for so much ; and this is 
now one of the staple trades of the colony. 

The boiling down process suggested a caricature on 
the struggle between the rebellious squatters, who 
would not buy land, and the Wakefieldite governor, 
who was determined that they should. Sir George 
Gipps, with some of his principal abettors, was rep- 
resented superintending the operation of a huge caul- 
dron, in which bearded squatters were floating like 
shrimps, with a huge ladle inscribed "£1 an Acre:" 
he scoops out a few wretches, and observes, "After 
all, they won't concentrate /" * 

In the same year that the new council met, Lord 
Stanley's dispatch accompanying the act of Parlia- 
ment which gave legislative fixity to the land system, 
which had previously rested on orders in council, ar- 
rived in the colony, and damped the expectations of 
those who had hoped the failure of this panacea in 

*In the dispatches of all the Colonial Secretaries, from Lord 
Glenelg to Earl (rrey, we find instructiona which show that they 
were under the delusion that pastoral dispersion could be restrained 
by a high price of land. 
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promoting concentration, regulating wages, and en- 
couraging cultivation, would induce' the home gov- 
ernment to consult a little moire the wishes and inter- 
ests of actual colonists. Land sales had ceased, the 
fund for emigration purposes was exhausted, and 
the pastoral interest found their fortunes already se- 
riously injured by the depreciation of their stock, and 
threatened with ruin by the personal hostility of a 
governor aided by irresponsible advisers. 

Under these circumstances, the first four commit- 
tees of the Legislative Council held its sittings, exam- 
ined witnesses, and made its report. In 1843, 1844, 
1845, 1847, and 1848, committes have investigated 
and reported, always in the same sense, always with 
an increasing volume of evidence against this vain 
attempt to regulate wages, protect capital, and force 
concentration. 

The committee of 1843 on " the crown land sales," 
examined, amongst others. Sir Thomas Mitchell, the 
celebrated Australian explorer, and engineer of the 
Bathurst road over Mount Victoria, one of the M' Ar- 
thurs, and several landed and pastoral proprietors. 
They reported that " the act of Parliament under their 
consideration cannot but be injurious in its operation 
— that it is calculated to prevent emigration (of small 
capitalists), to withdraw capital, and to jyrevent the 
permcment ocoupanoy of the %oiiP 

La 1844 a " select committee on grievances connect- 
ed with land in the colony" examined twenty-six 
witnesses, and received answers to a printed circular 
of questions from one hundred and twenty-two justices. 
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The attention of ihe committee was directed, among 
other subjects, to the minimum price of land, and to 
the attempts to harrass the squatters, not being a pur- 
chaser of land, by rendering his tenure of crown 
lands as uncertain and onerous as possible. 

All the witnesses who were asked the question, (ex- 
cept Mr. Deas Thompson, the Colonial Secretary, who 
declined, on the ground of his official character, to 
give an answer), and all the replies to the circulars, 
except three, expressed decided opinions against the 
measure which raised the Tninimum price of crown 
land from 5s. to £1 ; all justly taking it for granted 
that at £1 an acre the purchase of pastoral lands was 
impossible, claimed fixity of tenure by lease, and right 
of preemption for the squatter. The latter was the 
grand point with the squatters ; that gained, their in- 
terest in the land question, except in promoting sales 
to create an emigration fund, ceased. 

The opinions of the three dissentients from the re- 
port of the committee exhibit very exactly the feel- 
ings of the small class^ resident chiefly in Fort Phil- 
lip and South Australia, who adyocate the high price 
of land. 

These three gentlemen are — 

John Fitzgerald Leslie Foster, of Leslie Park, 

Melbourne; 
Peter M' Arthur, of Arthurton, Melbourne ; 
John Moore Airey, of Geelong. 

Mt. FoBter says very candidly, " I look on the price 
of one pound as not too much for agricultural land. 
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and as a prohibition of the purchase of mere pastoral 
land. Being both a landholder wad a settler j I would, 
in both characters, regret to see any reduction in the 
price, as it would not only reduce the value of my 
(purchased) lamd^ but,, by rendervng it easy for others 
topwch^ase my {^rented) nms^ would diminish the per- 
manent interest I now hold in them." 

Mr. Moore thought " the country destined, from its 
physical character, to become an aristocratic one ;" 
that " the class of emi^ants really beneficial to the 
country, English country gentlemen with some prop- 
erty, but with large families and limited means, would 
not be deterred by £1 an acre ; that a class of small 
but independent farmers will never be generally adapt- 
ed to the country ; that it will eventually fall into tiie 
hands of a landed aristocracy, who, possessing the 
frontages to water convenient to the residence of ten- 
ants, will possess capital sufficient to guard them 
against the vicissitudes of the seasons, as well as means 
to cultivate the interior to advantage." 

Mr. Peter M^Arthwr (no relation to the M' Arthur 
of Camden) " arrived in the colony in 1834, specially 
introduced to the favor and protection of the gov- 
ernor by the Secretary of State." He recommends 
that " the governor should have the power to grant 
twelve thousand eight hundred acres to respectable 
parties of station and education and capital, and of 
habits worthy of being imitated by the humbler class ;" 
one thousand acres to be purchased at £1 an acre, 
payable by instalments in ten years ; the remaining 
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eleyen thousand eight hundred to be held on a per- 
petual quit rent of £12 per annum. 

These three gentlemen eyidentlj considered that 
imperial and colonial interests were bound up in the 
encouragement of their class, in the protection of their 
Interests, and the keeping down of aspiring yeomanry. 

The report of this committee on crown land griev- 
ances was the foundation of a fierce agitation on 
the part of the pastoral interests for the suppression 
of the obnoxious regulations as to the pastoral occu- 
pations, and for fixity of tenure. In this agitation, 
which was also directed against the £1 acre minimum, 
the whole colony joined. Public meetings were held 
in every part of New South Wales ; petitions and 
memorials addressed to the home government were 
signed, sent to England, and placed in the hands of 
political men of influence ; and influential organs of 
the English press were enlisted in defence of the great 
pastoral interest. 

The governor stood firm ; determined to make war 
on the squatters, determined to maintain the obnox- 
ious £1 an acre, and to carry out the spirit of the act 
which imposed it, by throwing, as he was instructed, 
all possible obstacles in the way of men of small cap- 
ital investing their savings in land ; and he was sup- 
ported not only by the British Colonial Office, but by 
the consciousness that, if the squatters succeeded in 
their demands, millions of acres, including land ad- 
mirably adapted for settlements and agriculture, would 
be handed over to them for ever at a nominal rent. 
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. But the colonial public, seeing the injustice of en- 
deavoring to harrass the squatters to their ruin by 
forcing them to purchase their holdings, lent them a 
moral support which enabled them, after some years' 
battling, to obtain a virtual fixity of tenure — a result 
similar to the copartnership of the giant and the dwarf 
in Goldsmith's story. The squatters gained all and 
more than all they could have hoped by ordinances 
promulgated in 1847, after the retirement of Sir 
George Gipps ; they obtfiined leases, the right of pre- 
emption for 320 acres or more at a fixed price of £1 
an acre without auction, thus enabling them to secure 
the finest spot on each run, compensation for im- 
provements at the termination of a lease :- their rent 
was calculated on the capabilities of each run for car- 
rying stock, and on a poll tax which, by being fixed 
at the minimum rent of 4,000 sheep or 600 head of 
cattle, e&ectuBllj jproteeted them from the competition 
of the class of small settlers whom Sir Richard Bourke 
described as the objects of so much jealousy and un- 
just persecution by the great pastoral proprietors. 

The results of this compromise, which ended a fierce 
battle, to be renewed at no distant period, are admi- 
rably summed up in the report of a " select commit- 
tee of the Legislative Council " in 1847, over which 
Robert Lowe, Esq., late fellow and tutor of Univer- 
sity College, Oxon, then a practising barrister in the 
courts of New South Wales, presided as chairman.* 

* Mr. Lowe has since returned to England, has taken an active 
and influential part in colonial questions, and become M. P. for Kid- 
derminster. 
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But the maladministration of the crown lands was 
not, and is not, the onlj canse for the chronic discon* 
tent of the colonists ; a discontent fostered by the per* 
verse tenacity and insolent defiance of colonial opin- 
ions with which a series of colonial secretaries adhered 
to chamber theories, for the management of an Anglo* 
Saxon race at the antipodes. 

In 1844 a select committee of the Legislative Coun- 
cil investigated and reported on ^^ grievances uncon- 
nected with land. The principal of these grievances 
remains unredressed to this hour. 
*- They complain of being saddled with taxation for 
a*.)^ivil list which they were not empowered to discuss, 
to the extent of £81,000. By the act of 1850 this civil 
list has been increased to £150,000 a year. 

Of the total failure of the " district councils," which 
created municipalities where the sparse population 
render popular election and local taxation impossible^ 
and which placed in the hands of the governors 
the nomination of an officer with powers of local 
taxation. 

Of the want of a " responsible government," the 
govenor being, in fact, merely a subordinate officer 
of the Colonial Secretary of State for the time being; 
and the governor's official advisers in a position which 
made. them practically as independent of the Legisla- 
tive Council as if they had been merely his private 
friends. Thus, so long as the governor and his official 
advisers satisfied the home authorities, the colonists 
were without a remedy for any illegality committed 
by the colonial government, howevw flagrant. As 
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an inBtance of the working of the Byetem, the report 
cites £127,000 applied to various illegal {not frwadAir 
lent) purposes by the governor, in the course of seven 
years ; and specially '* a sum of £15,189 lis. 5 l'4d., 
expended by the governor, in excess of the f^propri- 
ations for certain authorized services, and a sum of 
£30,743 16s. which was not only expended by his ex- 
cellency, without any authority of the Legislative 
Council, but a large portion of it was applied, by the 
governor's* mere fiat, to the payment of debentures 
and other purposes to which the ordinary revenue 
was not applicable by law." 

Thus, in New South Wales, the liberty of talking 
^nd taxing liiemselves was the only liberty allowed 
the local parliament : they might vote supplies, pro- 
test against illegal acts, and, '^ having protested," as 
Lord EUenborough said to Hone, " go about their bu- 
tfneas." 

A fourth grievance was the expense in police, gaols 
and judicial expenditure imposed upon the colonists 
by New South Wales being made the receptacle for 
the felons of England, after it had ceased to derive 
the profits of the assignment system, and the violation 
of the (alleged) compact by which, under Sir Eichard 
Bourke, in return for assimiing this expense, which 
had, previous to his time, been paid by the home gov* 
emment, the surplus land revenues and other casual 
revenues of the crown were ceded to the colonial 
treasuries. 

Under this head the committee claimed the repay- 
ment of £881,742 38. 7d., and for the future, an an- 
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nnal payment towards police, gaols, and courts of as- 
size of £74,195 6s. 8d. 

Fifihly, Thej desired that persons having claims 
of any description against the local government 
should, by act, be enabled* to have a public officer as 
nominal defendant. 

Sixthly, they claimed that the judges of the Su- 
preme Court should be placed in the same position 
as to tenure of office and security of salary as be- 
longed to the mother country, and not suspended by 
the fiat and removed by the report of the governor. 

These grievances, so distinctly set forth and vigor- 
ously protested against in 1844, had ahready been the 
subject of contest with the governor in the first ses-' 
sion of the Legislative Council, when the representa- 
tive members asserted their privileges by cutting 
down the estimates, and refusing to vote the sums 
required for police and judicial expenses, in addition 
to the civil list of £81,000. 

But it would be impossible, within any reasonable 
space to detail the series of overt acts which charac- 
terized the sedition-breeding policy of Sir George 
Gipps. 

Session after session it was a game at cross purposes 
and crooked answers between the representatives of 
the colonists, the governor, and his patrons in Down- 
ing-street. For instance, the colonists propose to re- 
duce the salaries of certain colonial custom-house offi- 
cers ; in the next session of the British Parliament, it 
is presumed, at the instigation of Governor Gipps, the 
Colonial Secretary passes a special actj taking that 
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department from the control of the., newly created 
colonial Parliament. 

The colonists propose to spend £9,000 of their own 
money in building a light-house in Bass' Straits ; they 
are informed that they must first consult the home 
government on its situation — a matter of two years^ 
delay. 

The colonists pass an act establishing mortgage and 
register for mortgages on wool ; the Colonial Secre- 
tary of State disallows the act as repugnant to the 
laws of England, without consulting the colonists, 
and is soon compelled to retrace his steps. 

Eventually, after long delay and great loss of prop- 
erty, the home government is obliged to yield and 
sanction a most valuable colonial institution. 

The colonists examine and unanimously protest 
against the land system established by the Imperial 
Parliament, and still more unanimously against the 
ordinances affecting pastoral occupation ; the Secre- 
tary of State, without waiting for the arrival of me- 
morials and petitions which, as Sir George Gipps ad- 
mitted, expressed the almost unanimous opinions of 
the colonists, hastens to pen in a dispatch " his deter- , 
mination to uphold the land system, and perfect ap- 
proval of the arbitrary powers exercised by the gov- 
ernor against the squatting interest." 

There, again, the home government was afterwards 
compelled to retreat. 

A bill is introduced into the British Parliament for 
establishing a new system of pastoral occupation — 
the ex-governor is consulted — the Legislative Coun- 
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cil are loft in ignorance of the proyisions of the bill. 
In fact, the records of the Legislatiye Council are 
largely occupied with discuasions between the gov- 
ernor and the elected membera on every possible 
subject, the governor constantly adopting a line of 
defiance, always treating the opposition as if it were 
rebellion. On the one side were the colonists, on the 
other the governor, backed by the home government, 
and concentrating in his own person all power and 
patronage, supported by the official members, and the 
nominees^ who were plainly instructed that, unless 
prepared to support the governor, " right or wr^mg," 
if a governor could be wrong, they must resign. 

The ability and integrity of the Colonial Secreta- 
ries of State during the administration of Sir George 
Oipps, and of Sir G^rge himself, are indisputable ; 
but then they insisted on knowing whether shoes fitted 
or not bett^ than the people who wore, and insisted; 
too, that they should wear them. Fortunately, the 
prosperity of the colony did not entirely dep^id on 
the crotchets of a colonial minist^, or of a governs, 
although both could, and did, seriously retard its 
progress. 

^ While the Legislative Council were contesting, inch 
•by inch, the " the elementary rights of Englishmen," 
the grass was growing , the sheep were breeding, the 
stockmen were exploring new pastures, and the fru- 
gal industry of settlers was replacing and increasing 
the capital lost by wild speculations. 

Before Sir George Gipps retired, in 1846, he was 
able to announce that the revenue exceeded the ex- 
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penditure, and the exports the imports, while the 
glut of labor which followed his arriyal had been 
succeeded by a demand which the sqoatters termed 
ft dearth. 



CHAPTER VIII, 

EMIGRATION, 
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TAAUAN OOMXIBSIOIIKBS — ANXIXTT OF SQUATTXRS TO BBINO DOWN WA- 

Om THSn ALPEA AND OMSOA, TO BBEBD BHBKF AND GBOW WOOL*- 

aXVXN OOMMITTEBB OF LBOISLATiyX OOUNOIL — TBI OONT&AST — BOTD— 
CAMPBELL. 

When grants of land ceased altogether, and were 
superceded by sales, the character of emigration to 
Australia, and even the motiyes which directed it, 
were materiallj changed. To Australia, previous to 
1831, in small numbers, proceeded the same class of 
persons who by thousands have resorted, during the 
last ten years, to Canada, and, above all, to the west- 
em states of America — families with capital varying 
from fifty to five hundred pounds, intent on living on 
land of their own. 

The distance, and the then little-known capabilities 
of Australia would, twenty years ago, have made it, 
under any circumstances, a difficult task to direct 
towards its shores a similar stream of colonists ; but 
the new system of so raising the price and the quan- 

G 10 
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tity of land, sold so as to discourage the purchases 
of all but the weallihj, and of devoting the proceeds 
to the importation of able-bodied laborers for their 
use, altered the whole character of the free colonizi^ 
tion. The new system was not without merits as a 
temporary expedient, adopted in order to supply, as 
rapidly as possible, the demand for shepherd servants 
occasioned by the abolition of the assignment system, 
and to people the shores of the newly settled districts 
in Port Phillip and South Australia. But as a per- 
manent measure, the moral and social defects were, 
and are, very serious. 

By the emigration land-fund system, the parent 
state is relieved of a certain amount of (surplus ?) 
labor without expense, and the colonies are supplied 
with the same, in proportion to the amount received 
for the purchase or rent of land. According to the 
principles of the system, those who are rich enough 
to purchase or rent land (the minimum of rent being 
4,000 sheep) have a right to dictate what manner of 
labor shall be supplied for the money. The sort of 
laborers who suit the employers of labor are not often 
those who would contribute most to the intelligence 
and education of a colony. For a long series of years 
the Australian flockowners' heauAdeal of an emigrant 
was an able-bodied single man from an agricultural 
county — humble, ignorant and strong. 

The South Australian Conmiissioners exhibited one 
half-pennyworth of sense amid gallons of nonsense and 
jobbery by introducing the system oi pawt% of both 
sexes. This was the one good feature in their system. 
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The Australian squatters, and all persons more or 
less in communication with, and able to influence, the 
home goverment, like our own agricultural and the 
American manufacturing interest, held two very 
strong opinions — first, that their pursuit was the only 
calling of any consequence to the state ; and, second- 
ly, that it could not be protected too much. They 
always wanted labor, and it could not be too cheap. 

We find them constantly desiring to bring down 
wages to a level, which, if reached, would have very 
soon put a stop to all emigration, for it would have 
been lower than in England, and that was not worth 
crossing the sea to earn. We find them constantly 
desiring to dictate what class of laborers they would 
have, and that class specially in reference to sheep. 
We find them depreciating, not untruthfully, perhaps, 
but untruly, the character of the Australian soil and 
of the Australian agricultural settlers. To them the 
Alpha and Omega of the Australian colonies was — 
breed sheep, to grow wool and tallow. 

They succeeded to a certain point. Even when 
claiming a return to a low price of land, many desired 
to keep up the size of lots, so as to exclude small far- 
mers from freehold. 

The result we now see. For fifteen years the 
agents of the colony and the emigration commission- 
ers have been recruiting and sending out emigrant 
recruits. Their most successful operations have been 
condutced in times of distress in the home labor mar- 
ket. The ftind in the early period of the system down 
to 1889, when all the colonists were madly engaged 
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in nodding at the government continental land sales, 
was sufficient to pay the passages out of fifty thou- 
sand emigrants. For a time the market was appa- 
rently glutted, but the increase of stock, and the judi- 
cious measures introduced by Catherine Chisholm, the 
only individual who has ever brought practical talent 
to bear on colonization, soon absorbed them. Soon 
arose an increased demand for labor. The land fund 
was dried up ; the sales were few and far between, 
except in the copper-mining colony of South Aus- 
t]*alia ; but by degrees the rents from pastoral occu- 
pations of crown lands became so large that security 
was found for an emigration debt, to which was added, 
from time to time, the produce of sales of town and 
suburban, and, as the population increased, occasion- 
ally of special lots of rural land. But it occurred 
more than once that when labor was needed in the 
colony, there were no funds, and, when funds were 
forwarded to England, that the commissioners found 
a difficulty in collecting suitable emigrants. 

Indeed, until the discovery of the gold fields, very 
few, except the utterly destitute among the laboring 
classes, turned their attention to Australia. 

The regulations of the emigraticm commissioners, 

as prescribed to them by the pastoral interest) exdu- 

'" ded families as much as possible, and so virtually it 

became the office of the commissioners to transmit 

" pairs of paupers." 

Thus all classes were taught to look on a free pas- 
sage to Australia as a sort of pauper relief; and the 
aristocratic representatives, although often discontent- 
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ed with their bad bargains supplied by the commis- 
sioners, were always anxions not to have emigrants 
who would be " too independent." Thus, although 
the emigration land system had the effect of rapidly 
transplanting many thousand pauper souls, it has also 
had the effect of discouraging the emigration of the 
working class above the condition of paupers, just as 
a lax poor-law increases pauperism, and of excluding 
those in whom the domestic affections and social vir- 
tues were strongest 

The large number who emigrated under the auspi- 
ces of the emigration commissioners were isolated units 
who could seldom read or write, or, if they could, 
were unable to find any easy means of communicating 
with their friends, of transmitting money, or paying 
the passage of a parent, a wife, or a child. 

The true interest of a parent state, in regard to 
such prolific, life^sustaining colonies as the Australian, 
is to promote colonization by industrious families of 
all classes : their calling is of no consequence, so long 
as they are able and willing to support themselves. 

But it has been the policy of our government to 
maintain a pauperiring system for the mere purpose 
of supplying pastoral proprietors with hired servants. 

There is a veiy close connection between the vari- 
rious degrees of the laboring classes, and that is a 
suicidal course of colonization which gathers up only 
the poorest and least respectable, and offers induce- 
ments to those inclined to emigrate to affect pauper- 
ism, if they do not endure it. 

There is no reason why a public fund should pay 
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the passages of emigrants than that it shonld find 
work or provisions. Committees on emigration were 
appointed by the Legislative Council in 1839, when 
the bounty system was in operation, in 1842, in 1843, 
and in 1845 ; and in 1843 and 1844, committees on 
the " distressed laborers" of Sydney collected impor- 
tant evidence bearing on the same subject. It is 
worthy of remark that these, as in committees ap- 
pointed by the British Parliament, witnesses have 
seldom been called from among the respectable me- 
chanics and laborers, who are most interested in em- 
igration, and best acquainted with the emigrating 
classes. 

The committee of 1839 reported that emigrants 
were being introduced at the rate of 12,500 souls a 
year, at a cost of about £17 per adult, expressed a 
decided preference for bounty over government emi- 
grants, and recommended a loan to be raised on the 
security of the land fund, and devoted to emigration 
a bounty at £19 a head for adults only, exdiMng 
children^ and very humbly prayed that the crown 
would devote the land fond, which they calculated 
at not less than £150,000 a year, to emigration par- 
poses. It is curious to remark that the committee 
object to the introduction of emigrants over forty 
years of age. The government emigration agent had 
invited emigrants of fifty years of age. The gold 
discoveries have recently enlightened the pastoral 
interests to the value of parents of even sixty years 
of age. 

In 1842 the committee repeat their preference for 
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the bounty system, announcing that in the preceding 
twelve months 23,000 emigrants had been introduced, 
and the cessation of emigration in consequence of the 
falling off of the land fund, to an extent unexpected 
iby the home government. They gently hint at the 
propriety of a reduction of the price of land to Ss. an 
acre. The tone of the document is that of a respect- 
able nominee council. 

The committee of 1843 represented the wealthy 
squatting class, and the majority took an entirely co- 
lonial and pastoral view of the labor question. They 
wanted shepherds as quickly and as cheaply as possi- 
ble, and nothing else. No seven-shilling-a-week far- 
mer — no cottage-destroying landlord — no unlimited 
time-labor manufacturer — no woman-employing coal- 
worker — could have taken a narrower view of the 
question. 

There is unfortunately in all of us a fund of self- 
ishness which, when unchecked by pubKc opinion or 
political opposition, is apt to grow into injustice and 
tyranny. In private life, many of the squatters were 
excellent, generous, hospitable men ; but one large 
proportion had been accustomed to convict servants, 
who cost nothing beyond their board and lodging, 
and another consisted of young bachelors of capital, 
who arrived in the colony to make a fortune, intent 
on returning to the old country as soon as it was 
made. 

The one despised and the other were indifferent to 
the opinions of the working classes. Both dreamed 
of naturalizing in Australia the miserable wages of 
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the eonthem counties of England and the highland 
counties of Scotland. 

To resist the aggressions of Sir Greorge Gipps on the 
pastoral interest the sqnatters formed themselves into 
a protective association, and bj an easy process the 
association, founded to resist unjust confiscation and 
taxation, branched off into a combination for perma- 
nently lowering the wages of the colony. At the 
head of this association was the late Mr. Benjamin 
Boyd. Mr. Boyd arrived with the express purpose 
of making investments at the time (1841) that the 
colony was in a general state of insolvency, or, as he 
expressed it, " in a gam." A yacht of the Royal 
Squadron, an apparently unlimited capital, an impo- 
sing personal appearance, fluent oratory, and a fair 
share of commercial acuteness, acquired on the Stock 
Exchange, at once and deservedly placed him at the 
head of the squatocracy. His aim was the possession 
of a million sheep ; he was the chief of the hundred 
thousand sheepmen, with whom he combined to 
obtain fixity of tenure for their sheep pastures, to put 
down small settlers, and to reduce wages. 

At the period we are describing, from 1841 to 1844, 
the colonial labor market presented the most curious 
contradictions. The bounty agents were pouring in 
a crowd of most unsatiable persons, who, once landed, 
were soon left to shift for themselves. Among the 
merchants of the town of Sydney distress prevailed, 
consequent on the cessation of building and other 
works, and wages were depressed to a rate before un- 
known, and newly-arrived immigrants were astonished 
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at the low wages offered, so different to the flaming 
representations of the crimpfe by whom they had been 
collected. But in tlie country districts, and especi- 
ally in the bush, where sheep and cattle were breed- 
ing, while their proprietors were going through the 
insolvent process, wages were maintained ; and the 
anomaly was presented of large bodies of men being 
employed at the expense of government, at high 
wages, on a sham labor test, while flocks were want- 
ing shepherds in the interior. Several causes sup- 
ported this anomaly : 1st, There was no government 
machinery for distributing newly-arrived emigrants ; 
2nd, the preference of the squatters for single men 
left families on the hands of the government ; 3rd, 
the squatters' club were not sorry to see the govern- 
ment embarrassed by the presence of a large body of 
unemployed laborers in Sydney ; 4th, the dishonest 
conduct of certain masters in withholding or unfairly 
deducting wages promised had given the bush a bad 
name ; 5th, many of the emigrants were of a class 
who, having left parish aid behind, liked to keep 
close to government rations and wages. All were 
engaged, as far as their shortsighted views would pei^ 
mit, in killing the golden goose of colonization. 

Mr. Boyd's evidence before the immigration com- 
mittee of 1843 affords, when read with the notes we 
can supply, a fair specimen of the haughty, gentle- 
manly, selfish class he represented. 

He had been eighteen months in the colony, and 
was employing two hundred shepherds and stockmen, 
besides artificers. He was building a town and port 
*G 
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at Twofold Bay ; had two steam-boats, and a schooner 
yacht, the Wanderer. He had devised the scheme 
of saving labor, by pntting three thousand sheep 
instead of eight hundred under the charge of one 
shepherd. 

He despairs of the prosperity of the colony " unless 
the wages of a shepherd could be brought to £10 a 
year, or about 3s. lOd. a week, with meat and flour, 
without tea and sugar. ** The two last had been pre- 
viously imiversally allowed ; but he expressed his 
intention of doing away with them, " being of very 
questionable utility and necessity, although such is 
the waste and extrayagance here that 8 lbs. of tea 
and 90 lbs. of sugar are consumed per head." He 
states, further, that he '^ had no difficulty in engaging 
shepherds at £10 with these rations, but much diffi- 
culty in getting men engaged at these low wages for- 
warded to stations, as they were generally picked up 
on the road." " Any money advanced towards trav- 
eling expenses was usually spent in public-houses ; " 
and it is his decided opinion that " more than £10 a 
year only does harm to shepherds, by sending them 
to public-houses." 

My Boyd also mentioned how he had kindly given 
a free passage to Twofold Bay, distant 600 miles from 
Sydney, to one hundred laborers out of employ. He 
did not Biention that, on their arriving there, those 
who refused to accept £10 wages were refused a pas- 
sage back for less than £6 ; and that, while a few 
strong men walked back over the mountains, those 
who remained created such a feeling in the country 
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that Mr. Boyd could not venture to visit his stations 
until the time of the year when the police magistrate, 
with a guard of policemen, took his annual round. 

Fortunately all squatters were not like the Boyd 
clan, and the productiveness of the land defeated the 
combination : had it been otherwise, a very few years 
would have produced a servile war of men against 
masters. 

From the Boyd clan proceeded stories founded on 
fact, and dressed to suit a purpose, about allotments 
of land sold for quarts of rum, champagne drunk in 
buckets by shearers and shepherds, who insisted on 
having pickles with their (measled ? ) pork. 

Another order of men, chiefly permanent colonists, 
.reading on their own property, were represented by 
Mr. CSiarles Campbell as employing from fifty to 
sixty shepherds and watchmen. "He had been 
obliged, by the pressure of the times, to reduce his 
old servants to £18 for shepherds and £16 for watch- 
men, and had not found them so reluctant to accept 
the reduction as he expected. He would hardly like 
to see wages lower." He thought a great oversight 
had been committed by settlers in neglecting to form 
villages on their estates. He says, " Many of those 
who now complain of want of employment in Sydney 
might have been comfortably settled up the country 
in small villages, containing from ten to twelve men, 
heads of families, in various callings. In the present 
state of things we employ, at sheepshearing and reap- 
ing, men who wander through the country, from one 
place to another, in quest of occasional employment. 
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Many of these are handy, clever fellows, but unmar- 
ried, and of irregular and dissolute habits. All these 
men earn is frequently spent in the first public-houses 
they come to after leaving the station where they 
have been employed. If, instead of employing men 
of this class, the flockmasters and landholders had in- 
vited married emigrants to settle in small villages, by 
allowing them land at a low rent, and not attempting 
to monopolize their labor, permitting them to choose 
their own employer in the neighborhood, we should 
have our reaping, mowing, and shearing done at a 
cheaper rate ; and the emigrants, by means of the 
money made during the busy season, added to their 
earnings, would maintain their families well, and 
their children, from not being scattered, might have 
opportunities of learning to read and write, and of 
receiving religious instruction. Many would in a 
few years become small farmers — first as tenants, then 
as landholders, and, in either capacity, would increase 
the demand for labor." 

This was sound sense in Charles Campbell, as con- 
trasted with the sound selfishness of Benjamin Boyd ; 
but although afterwards enforced and illustrated with 
a large collection of facts gathered by the one great 
colonial reformer produced by Australia, yet 1851 
found the pastoral interests as ill provided with per- 
manent labor as 1843. The selfish maxims of Mr. 
Boyd's Bent's sheep' club prevailed after the ruin and 
death of the founders. The successful efforts to retain 
sheepwalks as walks only to encourage the growth of 
sheep, and discourage the rearing of children, found 
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Australia, when the golden revolution broke out, 
largely dependent on wandering shepherds, bound by 
no ties, either moral or local, social or domestic, to 
the district, in the land of which they had no share. 
Even at this hour shortsighted successors to the Boyd 
policy are contemplating the forging of legal bonds 
to retain the unwilling services of cheap shepherds, 
hired in Europe — anything rather than give up a 
share in their land monopoly, although it is melting 
from their grasp. 

But while the governor, well backed by the Colo- 
nial OfiSce, was deep in the contest which killed him 
and deceived thousands — while the bounty crimps 
were pouring in their miscellaneous collections to 
work or saunter, or, if women, walk the streets — 
while the squatters, losing sight of the just half of 
their' claim, were fectibusly obstructing all govern- 
ment, and ready to ruin the bodies and souls of shep-, 
herds to save wool — one individual appeared, unen- 
cumbered with colonizing theories, undebased by any 
mercenary objects, laborious in collecting facts, diflS- 
dent in expressiiig new opinions, prepared to learn, 
willing to teach, and anxious to be useftil to all 
conditions of men— Caroline Chisholm, the greatest, 
the only practical reformer and worker in coloniza- 
tion of the age, who will be remembered and blessed 
by thousands^ following their flocks and cultivating 
their farms in Australia, when the names of the land- 
jobbers and charlatans of the " sufficient-price school," 
the false " protectionists of colonial capital," are for- 
gotten. 



CHAPTER IX. 

CABOIIKE CHISHOLBL 

WWQUKjrWD iTATB OF SXIORAim — ABB fODirDft TBX^HOICi^ — TKATSES 
THBOUQH TBI BTOH — DIBTUBinm BBBTAinS AMD Wivn— HKK BOOK*-* 
CX>LLXOTS yOLUllTABT DTrOBMATION. 

Mb8. GABOUxra Chibholm arrived in Sydney in 1839, 
with her children and husband, Captain Archibald 
Chisholm, of the Madras army, who had been making 
a tonr of the Australian colonies daring a limited sick 
leave. On returning to India he decided to leave hia 
fiEtmily in New South Wales. 

Soon after their arrival, during the first crash of 
insolvency of 1839, some Highland emigrants, who 
spoke no English and had large families, found- diffi* 
culty in obtaining employment A little money lent 
them by Captain Chisholm to purchase tools, and a 
little useful advice, set them up as woodcutters, and 
they prospered ; and, having seen the neglected state 
of the bounty emigrants, he pointed them out to his 
wife as fit objects for her charitable zeal and energy. 
There is a wonderful freemasonry among the poor, 
and by degrees Mrs. Chisholm's rooms were crowded 
by emigrants seeking advice. But it was the unpro- 
tected position of female and often friendless emi- 
grants that most awakened her warm sympathies. 
She commenced her work in the literal sense of the 
term, by at the same time gathering information ar.d 
acquiring the confidence of the working classes. 
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At that period she found young women who had 
emigrated nominally under the care of friends, but 
really under that of strangers, at the instigation of 
the bounty agent, without home, some lodged in tents 
with companions of indifferent character, others wan- 
dering friendless through the streets of Sydney; 
many who, having been collected in rural districts, 
knew more of cows and pigs than housework, if 
engaged in town, soon lost their situations when su- 
perseded by more accomplished servants from ships 
which arrived daily. 

Some of these poor creatures slept in retired nooks 
out in the public gardens and in the rocks, rather than 
face the contamination of the streets. The total num- 
ber of respectable females unemployed in Sydney at 
one time in 1840-1 accumulated to six hundred. 

There were other and more serious evils attendant 
on emigration, as then conducted, than the condition 
of the emigrants on landing. A considerable number 
of females of notoriously bad character were sent out 
in the bounty ships for whom bounty was never 
claimed ; the Emigration Board sat in Sydney merely 
to apportion the bounty ; the utmost punishment they 
could inflict was to stop the passage-money due to 
the ag^ats. So long as the emigrants were delivered 
in good health, and within the standard, there was 
neither tribunal nor organized opinion which could be 
brought to bear on any of the parties connected with 
the mercantile transaction. If duly invoiced, the bill 
for the live lumber was paid, while damaged goods 
were rejected. In some ships the immigrants were 
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deprived of their fair share of provisions, insulted and 
assaulted by the crew, even by the officers, and other- 
wise abused. In others unrestrained intercourse took 
place between the officers, the crew, and the female 
passengers. In more than one instance the captain 
or surgeon selected pretty emigrants for companions 
during the voyage, and even during their stay in 
Sydney. 

On arrival in harbor, not only were single gentle- 
men allowed to choose housekeepers on board, but 
notorious brothel-keepers regularly visited the emi- 
grant-ships. The captain and surgeon could not know 
them, and had no power to impede them if they did. 
There was no government officer on board to super- 
intend the contracts or protect the emigrants ; and 
thus, while women fell into the hands of seducers and 
harlots, there were a certain number of keen hands, 
with whom few in the colony would deal without a 
lawyer, who skimmed the cream of the labor from the 
ship on terms o( very sharp practice. 

All these things oozed out in England among the 
emigrating classes, and made, and continued to make, 
long after they were to a great extent remedied, emi- 
gration very unpopular ; but no one cared or dared to 
take up the obno3dous and ungenteel position of the 
emigrant's friend in Sydney. 

The coloiiists had not then learned that the cheap- 
est and most powerful mode of colonizing is to make 
the working colonists content. 

Mrs. Chisholm had courage and fwesight. She 
began by appealing to the press and to private indi- 
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vidtialson behalf of the poor destitute girl immigrante. 
At first she met with much discouragement, a few 
civil speeches — no assistance. 

The most imperious section of the employer class 
saw no advantage firom the protection of the employed. 
The officials foresaw more work, some supervision, 
and no increase of pay. The Eoman Catholics, as soon 
as they found it was to be a universal, or to use the Irish 
terra, a " godless," scheme of practical philanthropy, 
and not sectarian and proselytizing, opposed it vehe- 
mently. A dignitary of that church wrote a letter to 
a newspaper, in which he termed Mrs. Chisholm a 
lady laboring under amiable delusions. At the same 
time the Protestants raised the cry of " No Popery I " 

But she pressed on her plan of a " Home," and 
when almost defeated was nerved to determination by 
the sight of a Highland beauty, " poor riora,"(whom 
she had last known a happy, hopeful girl) drunken, 
despairing, contemplating, and hagitening to commit, 
suicide. 

She offered to devote her time gratuitously to a 
" Home of Protection," and to endeavor to procure 
situations for the emigrant girls, unengaged and out 
of place, in the country, — an offer which was eventu- 
ally accepted, after " she had given an undertaking 
and an understanding not to put the government to 
any expense." On obtaining this concession she issued 
the following circular, which will give an example 
of that practical business talent to which she owes her 
success, not less than to her genuine philanthropy and 
many-sided talents : — 

11 
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<« jAxmon-STuar, Stdhst, OeUber 21 j^ 1841. 

"Sir,— I am endeaToring to establish a 'Home for Femals Immi- 
graDtSi' and have little doubt but funds will soon be raised to ena- 
ble me to accomplish this ; and, as my first object is to facilitate 
Uioir obtii^ning employment in the coontry, I shall feel obliged if 
you will fayor my intention (should yon approve of the same) by 
giving me the information I require regarding your district ; and 
any suggestion you may think useful will be considered a favor. 

" 1st. Whether girls who at homo have merely been accustomed 
to milk cows, wash, and the common household work about a farm, 
i^uld readily get places f at what wages f and how many do yon 
think would in the course of the next two years be required f 

" 2nd. Good servants, such as housemaids and cooks, the rate of 
wages f and the probable number required for the same period f 

" 8rd. Married couples with small families, say two or three chil- 
dren, ditto. 

" 4th. Could employment and protection be found for boys and 
girls from seven to fourteen years of age f 

" 5th. Have you had opportunities of observing if the young 
women can save any part of their wages I for they are generally 
of opinion that nothing can be saved in the country, every article 
of wearing apparel being so much dearer than in town. 

" 6th. What would be the cheapest and best way of conveying 
the young women to your district ? 

"I have to observe that the servants will be classed according to 
their qualifications, and distributed fairly, so that those who are ab- 
sent will have an eqtuil chance of getting a good servant with those 
who are present Subscribers of £1 will have servants selected and 
sent to them without any trouble ; it will, however, be necessary 
that an order should be sent to cover the expense of their con- 
veyance. 

"I require, by donations, to raise what will famish a house ; and, 
by subscriptions, I expect to support the institution. I am of opin- 
ion that, when families in the interior can get servants sent them, 
we shall not hear of young women suffering distress and losing 
character for want of a situation. I shall feel obliged if you will 
favor me with a reply by the ICMih of November next 

" I have taken the liberty to annex a subscription list, and I shall 
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feel obliged if yoa would leave it in the hands of some person to re- 
ceive subscriptions, and acquaint me with the name, that it may 
appear in the papers." 

It was in reply to one of these circnlars that the 
Rev. Henry Styles, of Windsor, the chaplain to the 
Bishop of Australia, an honest opponent, wrote : — 
"I fully appreciate the a^eal and charity in your en- 
deavors to establish the ^ Home for Female Immi- 
grants.' My only reason for declining to cooperate 
in a design which at first sight appears so entirely 
laudable is, that it is natural to suppose that an insti- 
tution established by a lady who is a devoted member 
of the Catholic Church, which renders allegiance to 
Eome, should prove rather an instrument for aug- 
menting the numbers of that communion, than merely 
what its name imports — a home for all destitute fe- 
male immigrants, without respect to their religious 
professions. The result would be, that the immigrants 
in your *Home' would be admsed^ rest/rained^ and 
protected by the clergy of the Church of Rome." 
After thus expressing himself, the reverend gentleman 
replied minutely to every question in the circular. 

Mrs. Chisholm's answer to this plain and proper 
letter produced a second letter from Mr. Styles, in 
which he said, "Tour frank and straightforward 
avowal of the objects you aim at, and the means you 
will use for their attainment, disarm suspicion. The 
assurance in your note that you will not be led by 
the agents of any ecclesiastical party, but that you 
will pursue steadily the good of the whole of the em- 
igrants who may come under your care, referring in 
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matters of religion to their respective clergy and teach- 
ers, induces me to offer you very cordially whatever 
support I am able to afford. I beg to enclose £2 as 
a donation." 

Eleven years have elapsed since this correspondence 
took place. Proselytism and propagandism are not 
to be done in a comer ; for jb very day during that pe- 
riod Mrs. Chisholm has almost lived in public, yet no 
case of misuse of her influence has ever been brought 
against her, or any open charge, except by that im- 
happy Ex-Presbyterian, Dr. Lang, whose admirable 
talents, neutralized by envy, jealousy, and reckless 
f mendacity, have chequered every year of his life by 
actions for libel and defamation. But from time to 
time whispers are circulated by those who, professing 
a love of civil and religious liberty, exhibit sentiments 
more in accordance with those of the men who burned 
Wieliff and Servetus than the nineteenth century and 
the atmosphere of England. 

The government building appropriated to the 
" Home " consisted of a low wooden barrack fourteen 
feet square. Mrs. Chisholm found it needful for the 
protection of the characters of the girls to sleep on the 
premises. A store-room seven feet square, without a 
fire-place, and infested with rats, was cleared out for 
her accommodation ; there she dwelt, eating, drink- 
ing, and sleeping, dependent on the kindness of a 
prisoner employed in the adjoining government print- 
ing oflSice for a kettle of hot water for tea, her only 
luxury ; and there she laid the foundation of a system 
to which thousands owe their happiness in this world 
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andlie worid to come — sayed from temptation to 
vice, and put on the road to industrious mdependence ; 
a system which, if fairly carried out, would save Mid 
civilize a great ^enxpire from the pollution of nomadic 
money-earning and unsocialprofusioa — from the rule 
of a plutocracy a^d the horrors of a servile war. 

Following Hxe example of our greatest philosophers 
in every branch of science, Mrs. Ohisholm was as 
careful and eager to collect facts as slow to publish 
grave conclusions. If she claimed publicity, it was 
not to propound a complicated theory, but to attack 
some flagrant abuse. 

Tlie first party of girls collected within the " Home " 
amounted to ninety, whom Mrs. Ohisholm protected 
from open insult, covert seduction, and the evil influ- 
ence of black sheep, inevitably admitted at times, 
while seeking to obtfiin them employment. The dif- 
ficulties were great, the annoyances most wearying. 
The girls were many of them ignorant and awkward, 
others too pretty, and others again too proud and idle 
to work ; but she never gave them up while there was 
hope and a good heart. 

She says in her first pamphlet, ^^ If I had entered 
the office expecting grateful thanks from all, I should 
have seen in a week my folly ; but, having a very 
fair knowledge of human nature, I was aware tiiat to 
be able to do a good I must be prepared to encounter 
certain disagreeables. I did not start expecting to 
please all, but intending to be just and fair towards 
all." 

As for the mistresses, she told them in print, — prob- 
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ably the firat time so wholesome a truth had been so 
pldnly stated, — that ^^ the assigmnent system of con- 
vict servants had spoiled them a little — it will take 
some time to teach them/' she observes, ^' that they 
have lost a little power y or, in fJEtct, that they must 
bear and forbear;" ^^an English servant would not 
like the ration and loek^ system^ and would expect 
domestic comforts not common in Sydney " — "many 
of the mistresses are apt to take the law into their own 
hands." 

These statements were unpleasant;, to make and tin- 
popular ; but they worked a cure, which if not effect- 
ed would have damaged the character of the colony 
in the home country. 

The general public, as distinguished from the official 
class, when they understood the nature of the plans 
Mrs. Chisholm was engaged upon, responded very 
liberally to her appeal for assistance. But before 
they gained confidence in her plans the " Home" be- 
came crowded with a number of girls more fit for 
rough country work than town service. There was 
no machinery extant for distributing them : she de- 
termined to avail herself of the information supplied 
in answers to her circulars, and to send them into the 
country. The first dray that came to the door was 
sent away empty : frightened with foolish 'board-ship 
stories of blacks and bushrangers, not one girl would 
go. A second attempt, the first failure having been 
kept a secret, was successftil. Mrs. Chisholm at her 
own risk and expense took a party up the Hunter 
River district by steamboat : the enterprise was con- 
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sidered so Quixotish by her friends that, as she sat on 
deck in the centre ofner troop of girls, no one of her 
acquaintance dared to expose himself to the ridicule 
of owning acquaintance by offering any refreshment. 

The enterprise succeeded, the girls were well placed 
in the families of ofteu humble but always respecta- 
ble married people, and competent committees were 
induced to undertake the charge of "Branch Homes" 
in the interior. The bush journeys were repeated 
with parties of young women, varying from sixteen to 
thirty, who were conveyed to Campbell Town, Mait- 
land, Liverpool, Paramatta, i)ross Eoads, and Port 
Macquarie — Tass, Gundegai, Murrumbidgee, Goul- 
bum, and Bathurst — where she went from ferm to 
farm, scrutinizing the characters of th« residents be 
fore she trusted them with " her children/' 

The settlers came forward nobly, and supplied pro- 
visions, horses, and drays ; the inns unversally re- 
fused payment for Mrs. Ohisholm's personal accom- 
modation ; and the coaches, a most costly conveyance 
in Australia, carried her sick women and children 
free. Mr. William Bradley, a gentleman bom in the 
colony, a member of the Legislative Council, gave an 
unlimited credit to draw for anything for the use of 
the emigrants — of which she was not obliged to avail 
herself, so liberally did the colonists of the interior 
come forward. 

Very soon the fathers, brothers, sons, and husbands 
claimed the same care, and asked to be permitted to 
form part of her parties. Her journeys became longer 
and her armies larger : 147 souls left Sydney, which 
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inci'eased on the road to 240, in one party, in drays 
and on foot, Mrs. Chisholm leading the way on horse- 
back. She established a registry office for servants, 
where names could be inscribed and agreements 
effected on fiedr terms gratoitoiisly : she drew up and 
printed a fcwt agreement, of which the master took 
one, the servant one, and one was filed. The result 
of this registration was to extinguish litigation as £ur 
as regards servants engaged at Uie ^^ Home." Out of 
many thousands only two were litigated. Yet in the 
course of her experience, before she stirred in the mat- 
ter, and for want of agreements and speedy justice, 
fifty-one cases occurred up to 1843 of wages unjustly 
detained or taxed. For the first time the emigraiit 
found a "friend." 

The abuse of power by captains, and the inmioral- 
ity of the inferior sort of surgeons, at that time en- 
gaged in the Australian trade, were checked by a 
prosecution which she compelled the governor to iu- 
stitute against parties who had driven a girl mad by 
their violence. 

When Sir George Gipps, hesitating, said, as officials 
will say, "A government prosecution is a very seri- 
ous matter," shid answered, " I am ready to prosecute : 
/ have the necessary evidence, and if it be a risk 
whether /or these men shall go to prison, I am ready 
to stand the risk. That trial established a precedent 
and checked the abuse. 

By the end of 1842 Mrs. Chisholm had succeeded 
in placing comfortably two thousand emigrants of 
both sexes, and then, when slowly recovering from 
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tiie eflTects of a severe illness brought on by her exer- 
tions, she published the remarkable letter or report 
to which we have before alluded. 

It is a collection of notes and memoranda, inter- 
spersed with pithy remarks and pathetic and comic 
sketches from real life — a valuable contribution to 
the art of colonization, and a literary curiosity. It 
was an outspoken book ; it did not mince matters — 
as, for- instance, in the following passage, which went 
far to kill the bounty system, and so, although people 
were shocked, the evil was abated : — " One girl, long 
known at Liverpool as the Cotmiess^Bmyed per ship ; 
the last time I saw her was on a Sunday; she had ev- 
idently started in flie morning, with an intention to 
look interesting either at St. James' or St. Mary's, for 
her book was in her hand ; but she had taken a glass 
by the way, and was so far aware of her state that 
she retired to the domain. I saw her fall twi ce. Now 
people express their astonishment Hhat English girls 
are not sent out." We will suppose that some Liver- 
pool families are meditating this step, and, in their 
anxiety to obtain all information, they learn that the 
Cowntesa is missing — has left for Atistralia (by a 
bounty ship). They condemn all for one — they 
shrink with horror from sending their daughters where 
the Countess is received — they are strangers to all 
on board, therefore all suffer for one — I wish partic- 
ularly to call attention to the injustice done to girls 
of good character by a case of association, and not a 
Bcditary one like tiie one I have stated. Again, in 
Sydney, the character of the O&mUeas is known in 

H 
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less than two honn, and the ^rla of good character in 
the same ship snffer." 

In this ^^OaunteM^ story was the germ of one great 
feature of Mrs. Chisholm's Family Colonization Soci- 
ety — protection for single girls. 

In 1843, before a committee of the Legislative . 
Conncil, which was appointed to consider the condi- 
tion of the ^^ distressed laborers," and especially of 
three hundred parties with large fiEunilies whom, in 
the depressed condition oif the colony, the settlers 
could not afford to engage, Mrs. Chisholm took an- 
other step forward. She proposed, and entered into, 
the details of a plan which, at a very trifling Expense 
would have placed these three hundred families in a 
self-supporting position on land, instead of continu- 
ing to receive 3s. a day for nominal labor on govern- 
ment works. 

Sir Q^orge Gipps' instructions precluded him from 
granting or leasmg of crown land for this valuable, or 
any other, purpose, except feeding. sheep. As he ex- 
pressed it, <^ he was sent out to carry out the Wake- 
field system," and could turn neither to the right nor 
to the left. Nevertheless, on private property, on 
clearing leases, Mrs. Chisholm succeeded in placing 
some families of mechanics. 

In the course of her examination it appears that the 
government had then expended £2,500 in casual re- 
lief For £1,000 she considered the whole distress 
could be extinguished, and the people not only re- 
moved, but placed where they could do some good 
for themselves. '^The distress will increase unless 
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proper measures are taken, but if they are promptly 
taken they will not be very serious." There are sev- 
erai "trades mentioned in the list that are not re- 
quired ; for instance, I have only had two applications 
for shoemakers ; for tailors, four. The number stated 
to be unemployed is forty-seven. About twenty 
months ago forty tailors came to me out of employ. 
The flockmasters refused to take them as shepherds. 
With a great deal of trouble I scattered them through 
different parts of the country as domestic servants, 
and in other capacities ; and it is remarkable that 
nearly all thus scattered have been able to find work 
at their own trade. With respect to tradesmen and 
laborers with large fiamilies, there is no way in which 
they cotUd provide for their fcmidliee eo well as on a 
jpiece of la/nd. 

"My first arrangement would be to select from 
fifky families one who was a good judge of land, and 
one of the women, as women would require to know 
what kind of a place they were going to, whether the 
children would be comfortable, &c. I should also 
require two or three good bush hands (prisoners) from 
Hyde-park Barracks. With these, as soon as arrived 
on land, I would «^ to work to clear half an acre, in 
order that the people might see what could be done 
in a given time. There must be some tents provided 
until more substantial btiildings could be erected. 
One allotment must be set apart as a family allot- 
ment, to be first cleared and cultivated, to supply 
food for the whole community. Then the land must 
be divided and apportioned to the different families. 
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A schoolmaBter will go with tlie party, to have land 
rent free. The parents of the children hare agreed to 
pay for the edacation of their children, the terms 
settled by me. One day's labor per quarter for each 
child, and for the whole fiuuily 1 cwt of potatoes and 
one bushel of wheat 

^' I have worked this plan on a imaU scale for the 
last three years, where there ha(\been a large family. 
The eldest girl has, in some instances, gone to ser- 
vice, and given up a portion of her earnings to sup- 
port them. Upwards of one hundred small settlers 
have tlius received assistance from their relatives. 
Many have half or a third share in a dray. 

^^ I should advise limiting these people, to twenty 
acres, with a lease of not less than ten or fifteen 
years. On a less term the tenimt works for the pro- 
prietor. . . The plan is before you to accept or 
reject. All I adk is that, if you fqyprove it, you will 
let me work it out my own way. Appoint the gov- 
ernment immigration agent treasurer, and two g^i- 
tlemen to examine and control the ezpenditare. Tou 
will bear in mind, in fbrming an opinion of my state- 
ments, that mine is not a plan of to-day. .The work- 
ing it out will be attended with much trouble and 
responsibility to me ; at the daime time, I am certain 
the people will work with me. The distress wiU be 
removed, and those persona who are now mfermg m- 
Sj/dney wiU^ if my plan is carried oi^, within three 
yea/re^ become the employers of IdborP 

At this last sentence one of the committee allowed 
his fears of the bugaboo — ever present to the imag- 
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ination of the Axistralian ca{)italist — to escape him, 
— a terror carefully nourished by the Colonial Office, 
and guarded against with endless &lds of red tape 
of the true Wakefield hue. He exclaimed, " I am 
afraid we should find that these people, becoming 
employers of labor, would do us mischief 1 " 

Not a word, not a thought of the benefit conferred 
upon three hundred destitute families, converted from 
costly paupers to independent peasant proprietors, but 
only terror lest they should become so well off as to 
give wages at £20 a year instead of £16. 

Mrs. Chisholm answered, "I do. not think so, but 
rather that you would be able to oStain in the chil- 
dren of these people, brought up in sober, industrious, 
and frugal habits, a most valuable description of labor- 
ers : this class of persons prefer sending their children 
at a certain age (and for a limited period) into service 
with respectable families." 

Mrs. Chisholm's plan was rejected, and she was left 
to work it out as well as she could with private assist- 
ance on the land of a speculator ; and to go on labo- 
riously registering agreements and distributing emi- 
grants from farm to farm, as we shall jpresently 
describe. 

The committee in their report recorded "their 
grateful sense of the valuable services of a lady to 
whose benevolent exertions on behalf of the unem- 
ployed, as well as of free emigrants of the humbler 
classes generally, this colony is under the highest ob- 
ligations, Mrs. Chisholm, whose name is so well known 
for her disinterested and untiring exertions." 
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The chairman of the committee was the notorious 
Dr. Lang, 

In August, 1844, the distress amongst the laborers 
and mechanics of Sydney had not ceased. A com- 
mittee was reappointed to consider it. There was a 
great clamor in favor of undertaking bridges, roads, 
and other public works, with public money. The 
mob and officials were favorable to the scheme. The 
government immigration agent was examined before 
this committee. "His knowledge," he states, "of 
the immigrants who arrived in past years was merely 
general, of the present year tolerably accurate;" 
" had no knowledge of the number of destitute fami- 
lies then in Sydney;" had no detailed information, 
but thought a certain detailed statement delivered in 
by a former witness exaggerated. This was a gentle- 
man paid for his services, who, according to colonial 
custom, considered it his duty to perform his strictly 
oflSce duties, and think and know no more, — a very 
natural view, considering the ill reward that any zeal 
obtains, except zeal for the views of the Colonial 
Secretary of State. 

Mrs. Chisholm, being called before this committee, 
produced a complete statistical statement, exhibiting 
the numbers, ages, sexes, characters, and trades of 
the unemployed (in all 2,034 souls), the number of 
weeks and average number per man they had been 
employed. These tables show some curious particu- 
lars : 59 carpenters and 25 joiners, 10 butlers and 10 
coachmen and grooms, 15 cabinetmakers, 26 brick- 
makers, 10 quarrymen and 19 bricklayers, 2 surgeons. 



STATISTICS OF DISTRESS. 175 

2 hairdressers, and 1 tailor; 244 farm laborers — in 
all 672. " The large number of children made it 
diflB.cnlt to provide for many of these families." . . 
" The system, of reUevmg distress has now heen m 
operation for a year ; we have heen consuming capi- 
tal^ we can only remove distress h/ produemg itP 
" Last year I settled some families on land, and con- 
sidering the many diflB.cnlties thrown in my way, they 
have succeeded remarkably well on private land. I 
wished to try the system of leasing, in order to see 
whether the people were industrious, and could sub- 
sist on land ; and I have satisfied myself that, although 
any gentleman would lose a large fortune if he were 
to commence as a farmer, where the family are all 
workers an industrious man cannot do better than get 
on land. The great difficulty with me has been that 
I have never had an opportunity of putting a sufficient 
number of people together ; and where they are only 
a few they have no team, no set of tools, and there is 
a constant struggle ; yet they do succeed." 

Now, this in a few words is the true art of coloni- 
zation. Locate poor men on waste land in England 
or L^land, and they sink under the multiplicity of 
money payments or debts, having to compete with a 
fund of cheap labor, and inferior land against superior 
land and skilled cultivation. Locate the same men in 
a colony and they rise, buoyed up by a surrounding 
dear labor market, which enables them to barter their 
chief possession, lahcr^ for seeds, tools, stock, or what- 
ever they may need ; a virgin soil, and the absence 
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of money payments for rent or taxes, and of compe* 
tition of agricultural skill, compensating for the want 
of capital and rural experience. Ibus, a day's labor 
from time to time with a neighboring farmer will buy 
a yoke of bullocks, a dray, a quarter of wheat or 
maize, and assist both. In England and Ireland a 
poor man clings to land in hopes of making more than 
bare wages by extra toil ; in a colony a man desires 
land to keep his family together, even at some sacri- 
fice of money wages. In old countries the little free- 
hold must be divided with sons and sons-in-law ; in 
a colony the full-fledged brood can always, if idle 
" protective" laws do not impede, go further afield, 
and find a new site for a nest So argued in other 
words Mrs. Ohisholm ; and many a fiockowner, now 
contemplating his flocks spreading wildly unshep- 
herded over his ruin, and the deserted huts of his 
single men shepherds on their way to the diggings, 
wishes he had followed Mrs. Chisholm's advice, and 
encouraged children as well as sheep. 

Not being able to induce the governor and the in 
fluential colonists to go heartily into her land-coloni- 
jdng plans, she continued to employ herself in disper- 
sing the people through the interior ; and in teaching 
the government and the colonists, by example, how 
the colonial part of colonization should be conducted. 

She worked hard for six years, warmly supported 
by some of the first among the colonists, the Went- 
worths, M' Arthurs, Bradleys, Fitzgeralds, Suttors, and 
Dr. Nicholson, the present speaker of the Legislative 
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Council, and by the unanimoiiB confidence of ihe 
working classes, but subject to mnch obstraction and 
annoyance in oflBicial quartere. 

Sir George Gipps, who was capable of noble senti- 
ments when his evil temper or home instructions did 
not override them, took a public opportunity of ex- 
pressing his sense of the merit and utility of her plans, 
saying, " I tiiink it right to make this public acknowl- 
edgment, having formerly thrown cold water up<m 
ihem.'' 

A characteristic anecdote is circulated in the col- 
ony, in reference to the privilege of franking letters, 
which Sir George had given the Emigration Mis- 
sionary. 

A few days after the permission had been granted, 
the governor sent for Mrs. Ohisholm in a great hurry. 
She found him in one of his fits of excitement, the 
table covered with her own letters. 

" Mrs. Chisholm," he exclaimed, " when I gave 
you the privilege of franking, I presumed you would 
address yourself to the ma^strates, the clergy, and 
the principal settlers ; but who, pray, are these John 
Varelys and Dick Hogans, and other people, of whom 
I have never heard since I have been in the colony? " 

" K," she replied, " I had required to know the 
opinions of those respectable gentlemen on the subject 
of the demand for labor, and &e rate of wages they 
could afford, I need not have written ; I can turn to 
half a dozen blue books and find there " shepherds 
always wanting and wages always too high ^ ; besides, 
to have answered me they must have gone to their 

H* 12 
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oveiBeera, and then answered me yagnelj. I want to 
know as nearly as possible, what number of laborers 
each district can absorb, and of what class and what 
wages. If jour Excellency will wait until I get mj 
answers, you will admit that I have applied to men 
humble but intelligent, and able to afford exactly the 
information I require." 

Sir George Gipps was satisfied with the explana- 
tion, and* still more with the replies of the bush set- 
tlers ; so the sub-officials were on this occasion dis- 
comfited. 

By Mrs. Chisholm's exertions, applied to the elastic 
resources of Australia, before 1845 the distress of 
2,000 souls was so far removed that some parties were 
ready in a few years to assert, forgetting that a de- 
tailed list was on record, that it had nerer existed ; 
1845, as Mrs. Ohisholm, in her evidence before the 
committee of 1844, prophesied, the demand for labor 
was more vigorous than ever, and has never since 
been checked, even for a moment ; on the contrary, 
the supply has always been under the demand, both 
in quantity and quality. 

It was while making forced marches at the head of 
armies of emigrants, as far as 300 miles into the inte- 
rior, sometimes sleeping at* the stations of wealthy 
settlers, sometimes in the huts of poor emigrants or 
prisoners ; sometimes camping out in the bush, teach- 
ing the timid, awkward peasantry of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, Protestants and Eoman Catholics, 
Orangemen and Eepealers, how to " bush it ; " com- 
forting the women, nursing the children, putting 
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down any discontented or forward spirits among the 
men ; now taking a few weary children into her cov- 
ered tandem-cart ; now mounting on horse-back and 
gallopping over a short cut through the hills to meet 
her weary caravan, with supper foraged from the hos- 
pitable settlers ; — it was in the midst of marches in 
which she managed the discipline, the route, the com- 
missariat, the hospital, and the billetting, all herself, 
with such aides-de-camp as each army happened to 
furnish, that she commenced another great work sub- 
sidiary to colonization, the " Voluntary Statements of 
the People of New South Wales," for the use of the 
home country. These were statements in answer to 
the series of printed questions, taken down in the 
words of the informant. 

They were written down in all manner of dwellings, 
but chiefly among the humbler, in cottages and bark 
huts, on the roadside, on the top of a hat, in the field, 
on a plough, in the forest, on the first log of a frugal 
bush servant's first freehold. 

There were nearly eight hundred of these state- 
ments from natives of almost every county of the 
United Kingdom, from emigrants, from ^* old hands," 
and from ticket-of-leave men. 

They proved incontestibly that Australia was a 
country in which any industrious man could thrive ; 
that there was ample verge and room enough for 
millions; that land which squatters then and now 
assert to be only fit for sheep pasture would support 
yeomanry in comfort and independence. They laid 
bare much injustice, exhibited in a striking manner 
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the demand and necessity for an increased female 
population, and j»*eBented a more perfect, truthful, 
and valuable picture of bush life, painted by servants 
and settlers, than had ever been drawn in travelers' 
tales or parliamentary blue books. 

It was in consequence ot the habit of collecting 
these statements that she was able to tell the commit- 
tee of the House of Lords, in 1847 : 

" I never returned from a journey to the interior 
without gaining informaticm which would enable me 
to provide for a second number ; and it was frequently 
unnecessary to go into a district more than once ; 
then I knew the character of the people and the sort 
of servants that would suit them, and it enabled me 
to advise people, when they called at my residence, 
to say, ^ You go to such a place, BJid I can guarantee 
you employment.' My first object was always to get 
one female emigrant placed: having succeeded in 
getting one female servant in a neighborhood, I would 
leave the feeling to spread among this class. These 
girls eventually married best, for the parents were 
thankful if their s<hi married her. 

" One of the most serious impediments to transact- 
ing business of hiring servants in the country were 
the applications for wives. Sh^herds left their sheep 
and would come for miles for this purpose, with their 
certificates of good character, and of money deposited 
in t|ie savings banks, and list of their stocks and even 
bank notes. I had more than fcMty applications of 
this kind in two years. One man, according to a note 
in my register-liook, who came down to Sydney for a 
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wife, was verj anxious to know ^ when we should 
have a new gorernor who would attend to matters of 
consequence like that.' " 

The governor took a different view of the subject ; 
for when, in the early days of the " Home Protec- 
tion," it was suggested to him that many of the for- 
lorn girls, if sent into the interior, would marry well, 
" His excellency drew himself up to his fall height, 
and exclaimed indignantly, ^ What, Mrs. Chisholm t 
is it my business to find wives for bu$h servants ? ' " 

He might have done worse. 

In 1845 Mrs. Chisholm was examined before a com- 
mittee of the Legislative Council, on the best means 
of promoting immigration, the whole distress having 
been absorbed, and the demand for labor become 
urgent. She then produced a few of the " Yoluntary 
Statements." 

And in the same year she published a ^^ Prospectus 
of a Work to be entitled * Voluntary Information from 
the People of New South Wales, respecting the Social 
Condition of the Middle and Working Classes in the 
Colony,' with the view of furnishing the laborer, the 
mechanic, and the capitalist with trustworthy infor- 
mation, and pointing out obetructions to immigration 
that ought to be eradicated." She writes : 
• "Few persons, if any, are more intimately ac- 
quainted with the actual condition of 'the working 
classes than I am. Silence, therefore, would be cul- 
pable. The servant in Sidney, the shepherd, and the 
small settler in the bush are known to me — I haVe 
visited their homes and witnessed their trials and de- 
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privations — I have the satisfigtction of laying before 
the public, proofe of their importance as a body, and 
their merits as individuals : their virtues &r exceed 
their failings — their language may be rude, but their 
hearts are kind and true. 

" To improve the condition of these people is my 
object, to break up the bachelor stations my design, 
happy homes my reward. 

" To supply flockmasters with shepherds is a good 
work, to supply those shepherds with wives a better. 

" To give the shepherd a good wife is to make a 
gloomy, miserable hut a cheerful, contented home ; 
to introduce married fkmilies into the interior, is to 
make squatter's stations fit abodes for Christian 
men. 

" If I meet with the cooperation I expect, it is my 
intention to submit to her Majesty's conmiissioners of 
emigration a plan for female immigration, which will 
secure the young women the protection they so essen- 
tially repuire on the passage and on their arrival. If 
protection is extended to the helpless — if Britain's 
moral banner is to be unfurled in the far interior — 
civilization and religion wiU advance until the spires . 
of the churches will guide the traveler from hamlet 
to hamlet, and shepherds' huts become the homes of 
happy, virtuous men and women 

" I feel that a judicious circulation of these state- 
ments will promote the best interests in the colony. 

" Personal interest in the labor market I have none. 
I hope to enjoy the proud satisfaction of laying before 
the British public several thousand proofe of the 
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good character and persevering energy of her Majes- 
ty's subjects in New South Wales.'* 

In the following year, 1846, Mrs. Chisholm left the 
colony with her family for England, charged with mis- 
sions from the humbler classes : 

Firstly, From a number of freed prisoners, who 
had been promised by the government that, if well 
conducted, their wives and children should be sent 
to join them. This promise had been forgotten. A 
return nciade to the Legislative Council showed the 
claimants at several hundreds. 

Secondly, From successful emigrants, who desired 
to pay the passages of their wives, parents, and other 
near relatives. 

Thirdly, From parents who, to comply with the 
regulations of the emigration commissioners, had left 
young children beyond the standard number to the 
care of poor relatives or the parish. 

In the first and last classes, armed with those facts 
and proofs, without which she never makes a claim, 
Mrs. Chisholm succeeded. The other formed the 
foundation of the Family Colonization Loan Society. 

Before sailing for England a committee, which in- 
cluded eight members of the Legislative Council, 
magistrates, landholders, and others of all shades of 
opinion, raised a subscription for a testimonial, and 
presented an address in which they say : 

" We beg to oflfer you, on the occasion of your de- 
parture from this colony, the expression of our thanks 
f< f your active and zealous exertions on behalf of the 
f iigrant population during the last seven years. In 
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establishing emigrant home$y in establishing great 
numbers of the emigrant popolation in the int^or as 
servants, and occupiers of snuiU farms, your exertions 
have proved of signal advantage to the cooamnnity. 

'^ In the large collection of ' ^tcUietioal &ots^ and 
^ voluntary information,' derived from the laboring 
classes, you have accumulated materials for establish- 
ing the great advantages which New South Wales 
possesses asa&vorable field for the emigration of 
British settlers." 

In the course of her reply, Mrs. Ghisholm said : 

^^li is fny mtentian^ if 9wpported hy your oocperor 
Uon, to (xttempt more tluinlhamhitiiertope^ 

During the six years and eight months which she 
spent in Australia, Mrs. Ghisholm, without wealth or 
rank, or any support except what her earnest philan- 
thropy gradually acquired, provided for eleven thou- 
sand souls. 

Yet, since her sojourn in England, she has redeemed 
her pledge, and done much more. She has, with less 
than two thousand pounds, between 1850 and 1852, 
personally sent out more liian one thousand emigrants 
of the best class, and has advised, corresponded with, 
or otherwise assisted, twenty thousand. 

We have devoted thus much space to the colonizing 
careOT of Caroline Chisholm, because, with her exer- 
tions the colonization of the interior commenced. 
Before her time emignuits were merely shoveled out 
on the shores, like so much live stock, to find their 
own way to market — to service, to marriage, to sin, 
or death. 
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She first taught the Australian squatters that prop- 
erty had its duties as well as its rights. She tapped 
the springs of spontaneous, self-supporting emigration, 
and showed how closely the extension of national 
power was connected with the social and domestic 
virtues. ^ 

Kiere is scarcely a line of her works or her evi- 
dence that may not be studied with advantage to 
those who are interested in colonization as a civilizing, 
cultivating, Christianizing instrument of practical 
power, because teeming with valuable &cts and the 
sound conclusions of a sagacious mind. 



CHAPTER X. 

Sm CHAELES FITZROY. 

BBTIIOSPSCT OF SIB GEOAGE GIFPB*S GOYBSNliEVT — OONTEST OR DIBTBIOT 
OOUNdLS — Snt CHARLES FtTZBOY's ADMINISTKATION -^THE 8QUATTEBS 
QBTXm FlXm OF TENUBB — FCTUE ATTEMPT TO BEDfTBODUCS OONVIOTS. 

Jjs July, 1846, Sir George Gipps retired firom the 
government of New Soutihi Wales, aad departed for 
England, worn out in body and mind by the excite- 
ment of perpetual contests with colonists as unscru- 
pulous in -their attacks, as he was obstinate and 
haughty in maintaining his opinions and position. It 
was a war to the knife on both sides. The last meas- 
ure he presented to the Legislative Council (a bill to 
renew the border police) was rejected, and sjx address 
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voted, by a large majority, after two nights' debate, 
which was virtually a vote of censure on his gov- 
ernment. 

A few examples will illustrate the peculiarities of 
his government: 

He disallowed the cost of curing a black aborigine 
of an infectious disorder, on the ground " that there 
were no funds legitimately applicable for that pur- 
pose ;" but he spared no expense to discover, try and 
hang, if possible, those gentlemen who had slain 
blacks in self-defence, after he had withdrawn the 
police, for which they paid a special tax. 

In the same spirit, he threatened to withdraw the 
pasturing license of any man whose shepherd lived 
with a black concubine, blacks being the only females 
within hundreds of miles ; but he towered with in- 
dignation when it was suggested that it was his duty 
to provide the shepherds with wives. 

Having found officials, who had been elected mem- 
bers of the council, voting against him, he issued an 
order that, " On questions deemed of importance by 
the representative of her Majesty, persons who hold 
office during her Majesty's pleasure, and who may at 
the same time be members of the Legislative Coxmcil, 
are not at liberty to oppose, in their latter capacity, 
the government which it is their duty in the former 
capacity to serve.'' 

A return made to the Legislative Council affords a 
series of examples of the arbitrary manner in which 
he exercised the power vested in him, as governor, of 
raising and reducing the price of land. In many in- 
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stances he acted in defiance of the recommendation 
of the surveyors and local authQ^dties. He believed 
in no one but himself. 

Land at lUawarra was sold at 12s. and £1, raised to 
£10, not sold, then offered at auction at£l, and being 
the refuse, still remained unsold. 

" In a second district, land raised to £10 was re- 
duced to £2. In a third, after an increase to £10 and 
£100, the lots were reduced to two pounds an acre. 
Li a third £100 upset was obliged to be reduced to 
£10 an acre. A fourth and fifth district present 
equally striking instances of the governor's iU success. 
as a land valuer." 

Perhaps, next to the contest with the squatters, the 
hardest struggle took place upon the District Coun- 
cil Bill. 

District Councils, as we have already stated, were 
created at the suggestion of Sir George Gipps, be- 
fore he became Governor of New South Wales, by 
the 47th section of the 6th and 6th Victoria, c. 79, 
with the view of raising local taxes, to be expended 
under local control, for local objects, such as roads, 
bridges, schools, &c. 

Under this clause the inhabitants of each district 
were empowered to elect a council, and, if they neg- 
lected to elect, the governor had power to appoint 
a council, which should decide on the sum required 
for a year for the district. Half such sum was to be 
contributed from the colonial treasury, and the other 
half to be leoied on the property in the district. If 
no local treasurer was elected, the colonial treasurer 
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had to iasae his warrant, and sell up as mnoh of the 
property of the district as would raise the reqni- 
site sum. 

It was a very pretly paper soheme, which met the 
high approval of English statesmen of Ihe fii«t order. 
In England, it would even now be a great improve- 
ment on the present mode of levying county rates, 
but in pastoral colonies, like those of Australia, it was 
hopelessly impracticable* 

In the first place, there is no population sufficiently 
dense to work such a system ; and in the second place, 
there is no ready money to pay the taxes. 

Wages are high, consumption is large, and by 
taxes on consumption, levied at Ihe ports, a consider- 
able revenue may be raised, but by direct taxation, 
very little. The colonists have, or rather had (for it 
is impossible to say what changes a gold currency may 
effect) sheep and cattle, which they exchanged, in 
meat, wool and tallow, for what they needed in tea, 
sugar, tobacco and clothing, but very little money. 

When Sir George Gipps attempted to introduce his 
district coxmcils, he found the colonists unprepared to 
pay five or ten pounds per annum for roads over 
which they nev^ travelled, and bridges a hundred 
miles from their farms, and indignant at finding their 
property at the mercy of Ihe col(mial treasurer, the 
inresponsible officer of the governor, the colonists de- 
termined to resiiM; the district council scheme. The 
governor was determined to enforce it. It was his 
darling child ; he had conceived it while looking out 
from his study on the dense population of a different 
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State of society, and be was not the man to be beaten 
by cirenmstances. like Sieyes and the Abb6, other 
celebrated manufecturers of constittitions and govern- 
ing machines, he was blind and deaf to all facts which 
militated against his theories, and was prepared that 
everybody should snffer so l<mg as he maintained his 
character as a legislator. Thus he answered a depu- 
tation of the Legislative Council, and other influen- 
tial colonists, who waited on him to point out the prac- 
tical difSculties in the way of executing his district 
council scheme : "Wether' it ruins the colony or not, 
an act of Parliament must, and shall be, carried out." 
On this qti€stion the battle began. The inhabi- 
tants, except in one district, neglected to elect com- 
mittees. The governor appointed them. Then came 
the question of levying, after assessing, a rate. A 
flaw was discovered in the act of Parliament. It was 
decided that the word "levy" did not empower the 
council to disdain. The governor applied to the 
Legislative Council for an act to i^nend the flaw. 
The Legislative Council refused to help him. He was 
thrown back on the powers vested in the colonial 
treasurer;, the " Algerine clause," as it was called in 
the colony, he threat^ed, but he dared not put in 
force. The struggle was carried on for years. The 
governor was supported by the approval of the home 
authorities ; but the passive resistance of die colonists 
was too much for him. At length, in 1846^ Earl Grey 
called for a report from the principal officials in New 
8outh Wales and Port PhiUip, including Mr. Peas 
Tliomson and Mr. Latrobe, and they rep(Mrted in a 
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manner which effectuallj, and foreyer, shelved Sir 
(reorge Gipps' district councik. 

During an adminiBtration of eight years, distin- 
guished by nnnsnal official and literaiy aptitude. Sir 
George Gippe succeeded in earning the warm appro- 
bation of the Downing-street chie6, and the detesta- 
tion of the members of every colonial class and 
interest, except his immediate dependents. The squat- 
ocracj, the mercantile, and the settler class were 
equally opposed to him. Yet even with the same 
political and economical views, erroneous and bane- 
fiil as many of them were, with much less talent, but 
with a more conciliatory temper, he might hare been 
a happy, a popular, and a really useful govemor. 
The value, as well as the popularity,' of a colonial 
governor depends so much more on the manner in 
which he conciliates and advises the people under his 
charge, than on the manner in which he pens a dis- 
patch or draws up a speech from the vice-throne. 

We have dwelt on his unhappy career — unhappy 
for himself and for the colony under his charge — to 
show what manner of policy was approved and re- 
warded by the Colonial Office of Earl Grey, and why 
discontent has been for many years chronic in 1$qw 
South, Wales. 

His administration will always be considered one 
of the most important epochs in the history of New . 
South Wales, and indeed of Australia, associated as 
it is with the permanent infliction of the £1 an acre 
monopoly, the consequent triumph of the great-pasto- 
ral over the freehold interest, the development of the 
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wonerfal pastoral rosources of Australia, the abolition 
of assignment and transportation of criminals, the rise 
of a free population, the introduction of the elective 
element into the legislature, the commencement of a 
legitimate parliamentary struggle for the establish- 
ment of a responsible government, and a crowd of 
events of great local but minor national importance. 
All these date back to the period during which Sir 
George Gipps reigned and goven^ed too, and contest- 
ed every possible question with the Legislative Coun- 
cil, with the crown land commissioners, with the 
clergy of all denominations, with squatters, with set- 
tlers, with every one who dared to have any other 
opinion than the opinion of the governor, except the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

SIR CHARLES FITZROY. 

Sir Charles Fitzroy, a younger son of the Grafton 
family, and a brother-in-law of the Duke of Richmond, 
who had previously been Lieutenant-Governor of 
Prince Edward Island, and Governor of Antigua and 
the Virgin Islands, in the West Indies, succeeded 
Sir George Gipps, in 1846, and has retained the office, 
with increased dignity as governor-general, imder the 
recent " Australian Eeform Bill," up to the present 
time. 

His administration personally aflfbrds no room for 
observation. He appears to have no opinions, a very 
conciliatory manner, and to be only anxious to allow 
the colonists as much liberty of legislation as his in- 
structions will permit. He is contented to drive his 
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own foor-in-hand while his of3cial advisers manage 
the colonists. And perhaps, until it is fonnd possible 
to select as Governor of Australia some man of superi- 
or intellectual attainments and refined tastes, as well as 
common sense, conciliatory manners, and official apti- 
tude, — some one, in fact, who would teach the 
wealthy young colonists that, according to modem 
Eilglish notions, more is needed than a large income, 
a polished exterior, and a fashionable tailor to make 
a gentleman — there cannot be a better goremor than 
the sporting, ball-giving, George the Fourth style of 
Fitzroy. 

Yet Gbvemor Ktzroy has had his difficulties, as tiiie 
following anecdote will show : Soon after his arrival 
there came from England a Mr. Miles, a worn-out 
man about town, in personal appearance very much 
in the style of Charles Dickens' Turyeytop Senior, 
" so celebrated for his deportmwit,'' who represented 
himself as the natural son of one of the royal family, 
and certainly did bring letters from the home govern- 
ment entitling him to the first good thing that should 
be vacant. This is the system, and, although in the- 
ory the colonial minister seldom fills up colonial ap- 
pointments himself, he sends out parties with letters 
which give diem precedence over colonial claims. 

Accordingly, very soon Mr. Miles was appointed, 
commissioner of the Sydney police, an office similar** 
to that held by Sir Bichard Mayne in London, but 
requiring even more acuteness and activity, because 
subordinate offices are less to be depended on in a 
colony than in an old country, being more independ- 
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ent, and also because Sydney has the benefit of the 
doubly-convicted, long-practised felonry that escapes 
from Van Diemen's Land. Unfortunately Earl Grey's 
prot6g6 was in such a state of health that he could 
neither ride nor walk ; so he professed to look after 
his men by riding about in a cab. This farce might 
have endured a long time if something had not occur- 
red in the financial accounts of the chief of the police 
— one into which the governor was obliged to order 
an investigation by two other officials ; and, although 
colonial officials hold together wherever it is possible, 
the report was cautious, but decidedly unfavorable. 
Still he was not dismissed. 

But an independent member of the Legislative 
Council, when the salary of the head of the police 
came on for discussion, said, " Here is a man who 
cannot walk, and cannot ride, and cannot keep his 
hands out of a money-box ; surely there can be no 
need of an office which such a man can fill. I move 
to strike out the salary." After two attempts he suc- 
ceeded, upon which Mr. Miles went again to the gov- 
ernor, pressed his claims, and was appointed chief 
stipendiary magistrate for the city of Sydney. But, 
in the following session, the same M. C. was ready to 
urge that the man who had been branded as unwor- 
thy and incapable of executing the inferior office in 
the police could not be fit for the superior post of 
chief magistrate. So the salary was struck out a sec- 
ond time. Then, a third time, went this unfortunate 
old man to ask for another place ; but on that occa- 
sion he failed. " No, by ! " said Sir Charles, •* I 

I . . IS 
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really cannot give yon anything more ; for, if we go 
on in this way, the Legislatiye Conneil won't leave me 
anything to gire away." 

Howerer, the goremor presented him with £250 
ont of a fond at his disposal, and pat down a like sum 
to be Yoted by the Legislatiye Council, which, how- 
/Qver, they rejected. 

Hie increase in exports and imports, in revenue 
from the lire stock of pastoral proprietors, and in de- 
mand for pastoral and agricultural labor, which in 
1846 had obliterated all traces of the distress of 1841, 
1843, and 1844^ has gone on continuously from that 
date to the present time. 

In March, 1847, ordinances were issued by the 
Queen in council, under the provisions of an act passed 
in the. previous year (9 and 10 Vict, cap. 104), which 
gave the squatters, who had previously been mere 
tenants at will, leases for eight or fourteen years, with 
rights of preemption and compensation, which will 
be found fuUy detailed under the proper head. 

These ordinances were made the subject of very 
just and severe criticisms in the report of a commit- 
tee of the Legislative Council, which sat in 1847, over 
which Robert Lowe, Esq., presided, a report which 
exhausts the whole question of waste lands, a ques- 
tion as important to the colonists as that of the com 
laws to the people of England. 

By this act, and these ordinances. Earl Grey re- 
tained the obnoxious high-priced land monopoly, al- 
though all hopes of obtaining sales of land, concen- 
tration, or moderate wages, had ceased ; but he aban 
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doned the contest which had for bo many years been 
80 stoutly carried on by Sir George Gippe against the 
pastoral interests, and yielded more than they, had 
ever hoped — a complete monopoly of waste lands, 
not immediately adjoining townships, on such terms 
that, in the first place, the £X an acre has become a 
perpetual p'oteotion, and, secondly, a money quali& 
cation, which cuts down the objects of their ancient 
jealousy — the small stockpwners — by making it im- 
perative to pay a tax on not less than four thousand 
sheep, or six hundred head of cattle, however far short 
of that number the flock or herd, of a settler may 
fall. 

Fortunately, the executive government in both 
New South Wales and Port PhilHp exercised largely 
the powers given by the act, of extending the boun- 
daries within which pastoral leases could not be 
claimed. 

Three other events which occurred between 184d 
and 1850 were — the attempt to reintroduce convicts 
into Australia, the consequent formation of the anti- 
convict leage, the long struggle to obtain steam com- 
municatiion, and the passing of the act of Parliament 
which gave representative assemblies to the ^^ Three 
Colonies,? separated Port Phillip, under the name of 
Victoria, from New South Wales. The substance of 
this act, which forms the constitution of the three col- 
onies, will be given in its proper place. It is suffi- 
cient to observe here, that as it reserved to the 
crown, that is the colonial minister, the control of the 
land fund, and retained and increased the schedules 
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or civil list, before described as the subject of fierce 
contention between the first Legislative Council and 
Sir George Oipps, it' was in the highest degree unsat- 
isfactory to New South*Wales. 

On the transportation question Earl Orej was de- 
feated, and compelled to withdraw the obnoxious or- 
der in council, which retained Kew South Wales and 
Port Phillip among the provinces to which criminab 
might be transported. But he persisted in making 
Yan Diemen's Land an overflowing cesspool of fel- 
onry.' 

In the midst of the first session of the new Colonial 
Parliaments, all political contests, internal and exter- 
nal, were cast into the shade by the gold discoveries : 
land question, convict question, taxation question, all 
were absorbed by the digging up of gold, over which 
flocks and herds had long been carelessly driven. 
The year 1860 found New South Wales with 200,000 
free people, an export of £2,899,600, an import of 
£2,078,300, and 7,000,000 sheep. A surplus revenue 
and an annual demand for labor — ^nominal freedom of 
self-government, actual restriction from legislation on 
every vital interest — who can say in what condition, 
social and political, 1860 will flnd the felon colony 
011788? ■ 



OHAPTEK XI. 

VICTORIA, OR PORT PHILLIP— 1886 TO 186a 

SKXTCH OF THE BIBB OF A OOLOVT FOUNDED BT OOLONIBTB WITH 8HXEF, 
'WITHOUT AN ACT OF PABLIAMBNT. 

Seventeen years ago Victoria, or Port Phillip, was 
a desert, barely known to Europeans, except by the 
reports of wandering shore parties of whalers and 
sealers. In the year 1852 between seventy and eighty 
thousand inhabitants, six millions of fine-wooled sheep, 
a city furnished with all the comforts and luxuries of 
civilized life, two thriving ports crowded with ships, 
steamboats, and coasters, farms, gardens, and vine- 
yards, attested the colonizing vigor of the English 
race ; the advantages of its soil and climate, and, not 
least, of admmistra/tive amd legislaime neglect; for 
Port Phillip has attained all its solid prosperity with- 
out the aid of colonizing companies or acts of parlia- 
ment, or governors or regiments, or any of the com- 
plicated machinery with which sham colonies are 
bolstered up, and real colonies are so often encumbered. 

A small band of experienced colonists, a succession 
of flocks and herds from the opposite coast, a magis- 
trate, a few policemen and customs officers, then a 
sort of deputy governor under the modest name of 
superintendent — ^these were found sufficient for build- 
up the most flourishing dependency of the British 
crown, without calling on the home country for a 
single shilling. 
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The history of Port Phillip is dngnlarlj barreii of 
incident, and may be comprised in a very few pages, 
while volumes might be filled with the moying acci- 
dents which haye chequered the career of colonies 
which have not attained, and are not likely to attain, 
one-tenth of its wealth and importance as a field for 
British labor and capital. 

In 1798 Bass, in the course of his whale-boat expe- 
dition, visited Western Port, one of the harbors of 
Victoria. In 1802 Flinders sailed into Port Phillip 
Bay, having been preceded ten weeks by Lieutenant 
John Murray, of the Lady Nelson. 

In 1805 Colonel CoUins was sent from England wifli 
a small force and a party of convicts to found a settle- 
ment in Port Phillip. He arrived in 1804, and took 
np a very injudicious position on the southern shore 
of the bay, where the beach was unfavorable for land- 
ing, and there was no fresh water. It is evident from 
a narrative published by one of the party, that, from 
the first, Collins had no earnest desire to form a set- 
tlement at Port Phillip : he had heard glowing ac- 
counts of the beauty and fertility of the opposite shores 
of Van Diemen's Land, and, after a very cursory sur- 
vey, he decided on removing thither. In the course 
of a walk round the bay, undertaken by the officers of 
the ship, a fast-flowing stream was discovered, wnd 
at one moment the hopes of the secmien were excitedly 
the »pa/r1dmg sandy which they took for gold ; but of 
course, observes the narrator, it was only mica.* At 

* "Lieutenant Tuckey's Voyage in H. M. S. Calcutta, to found a 
Settlement in^Bass' Straits, 1803-4." 
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the present day we cannot be so sure that it was 

mica* 

' During their encampment on the shores of Port 

Phillip three of the convicts escaped into the interior : 
one of them was William Buckley, a native of Mac- 
clesfield, who had been a grenadier, served under the 
Duke of York in Flanders, and had been transported 
for striking his superior officer. 

Previous to the arrival of Collins, Mr. Charles 
Grimes, the surveyor-general of the colony, had com- 
pleted his marine survey of Flinders by making an 
outline of the harbor, where he reported the existence 
of the river now known as the Yarra Yarra, or " ever- 
flowing water." 

In 1824 Messrs. Hume and Hovell, two stockown- 
ers of New South Wales, made an expedition to ex- 
plore new pastures ; and, traveling from near Lake 
George four hundred miles, in the course of which 
they traversed the flanks of the Australian Alps, and 
crossed three rivers, which they named the Hume, 
the Ovens, and the Goulbum, emerged on shores 
which they imagined to be those of Western Port, but 
there is now little doubt that they had reached the 
western arm of Port Phillip Bay, near the site of the 
port of Geelong. In looking at a map of the Mel- 
bourn district a spot will be found marked Mount 
DisappomtmerUy about thirty miles from Melbourne. 
tt was this hill that the weary travelers climbed, 
calculating that from its summit they would behold 
the sea. They were right in the direction, and a lon^ 
line of coast and stretch of the finest sheep plains 
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lay in a line before them ; but, unfortunately, lofl:y, 
broad boled trees hid everything from their longing 
eyes, and they descended sad and disheartened. 

It would seem as if there had been a spell over this 
fortunate land which guarded its wealth from the dis- 
covery of a series of explorers, from Cook to Hovell 
and Hume. 

Mr. Hovell was afterwards employed by the gov- 
ernment to form a settlement at Western Port, which 
was, however, soon abandoned ; and the fine pasto- 
ral district traversed in the course of his journey with 
Mr. Hume excited little attention, in consequence of 
the discovery, about the same time, of Brisbane 
Downs, which were more accessible from the previ- 
ously occupied districts. 

In 1834: Messrs. Henty, engaged in the whaling 
trade at Launceston, in Van Diemen's Land, formed 
a branch establishment at Portland Bay, and sooa 
afterwards imported a few sheep and cattle to feed on 
the splendid pastures whieh there, unlike the other 
districts of Australia, carpeted the shores almost to 
the water's edge ; and, in the same year, other flock- 
owners from Van Diemen's Land crossed the straits 
to Port Phillip. 

Already the Tasmanians had found the pastures of 
their inland, covered as the greater portion of it is by- 
inaccessible mountains and forests of gigantic timber, 
too limited for the annual increase of their flocks. 
The reports of the pastoral resources of the opposite 
shore became a constant subject of discussion, and *n 
April, 1835, a party of settlers formed themselves into 
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an association,* for the purpose of taking possession 
of an estate in Port Phillip ; but, before ihey could 
execute their project, Mr. John Batman, a blacksmith, 
born in New South Wales, but then visiting Van 
Diemen's Land, secretly set sail from Launceston, ac- 
companied by a party of tame blacks from the neigh- 
borhood of Sydney, landed in the middle of May, and, 
through his native interpreter, entered into an ar- 
rangement with the Port Phillip aborigines for the 
purchase of some of their land, returned to Van 
Diemen's Land, and, again crossing the straits with a 
store of goods, induced the savages to put their marks 
to a deed prepared by a Tasmanian lawyer, which 
purported to transfer a large tract of land, altogether 
about half a million acres, in consideration of certain 
blankets and tomahawks. This transaction, like all 
similar purchases from hunting tribes, was mere 
child's play. The aborigines of Australia have no 
idea of cultivation, and consequently no idea of pos- 
session of land or anything else. They accepted Bat- 
man's blankets, tobacco, flour, &c., and only under- 
stood that by that payment he became their ally. 

Batman selected the site of his future manor-house 
at Indented Head. Thence he soon beheld the 
approach of the ships of the association whom, by 
his rapid proceedings, he had forestalled in the honor 
of founding the future Victoria. 

It is said, we know not with what truth, that he 
mounted his horse, and, galloping down to the beach, 

* The association consisted of Messrs. S. and K. Jackson, Fawkner, 
Marr, Evans, and Lancy. 
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warned them off his estate. Perhaps, in 1950, a 
young Yiotorian painter may assemble crowds in the 
Melbourne National Gallery, to pee " Batman warn- 
ing the intruders from Port Phillip Bay." 

Some of the party, awed by his legal threats, retired 
inland, and set their flocks to feed on land they even- 
tually acquired. Mr. John Pascoe Fawkner, a name 
still well known in Victoria, with more obstinacy and 
less good fortune, took up a position on the northern 
banks of the Yarra, overlooking the spot where a 
natural ledge divided the salt tide £rom the fresh 
river at the ebb, above a natural basin, which has 
since, by the aid of masonry, been converted Into a 
port for the city of Melbourne, open to vessels and 
steamers of two hundred tons. 

Batman had previously addressed a letter to Colo- 
nel Arthur, the Governor of Van Diemen's Land, in 
which he informed him of his proceedings } described 
the country he had explored in glowing but not ex- 
aggerated terms; and requested the support of his 
excellency in his schemes of colonization, and for the 
civilization of the natives. Colonel Arthur transmit- 
ted copies of Batman's letter, and all the documents 
connected with his alleged purchase from the natives, 
to the Colonial Office ; expressed his decided opinion 
that the settlement of Port Phillip would form a use- 
ful outlet for the settlers of Van Diemen's Land ; and 
that Mr. Batman, " whose conduct had been marked 
by humanity as well as enterprise,'* was deserving of 
a grant of land, although his purchase, as he had 
already informed him, was clearly illegal* 
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Lord Aberdeen, isind his Buccessor, Lord Glenelg, 
followed the unfortunate course which has almost 
invariably been adopted by our colonial ministers, 
^oy began by saying nOj and in a very short period 
were obliged to say yes — to acknowledge a fact! 

Lord Aberdeen in December, 1834, and Lord 
Glenelg id July, 1838, wrote elaborate dispatches, 
the one against the occupation of Twofold Bay, the 
outlet to Brisbane Downs, or Maneroo, as it is now 
called) on the borders of Port Phillip, as recomiiiended 
by Sir Eichard Bourl^e, and the other against the oc- 
cupation of Port Phillip, as recommended by Colonel 
Arfliur, objecting to measures " the consequence of 
which would be to spread over a still further extent 
of country a population which it was the object of the 
land regulations to concentrate," and declining, on 
the ground of " expense to the mother country, and 
danger to the natives and settlers,'^ to sanction the 
proceedings of Batman and his associates. 

But before the dispatches were unsealed the thing 
was done. Mother Partington's mop was not more 
powerful to stop the Atlantic than paper proclama- 
tions to arrest the march of Australian settlers with 
sheep and lambs in sight of " fresh fields and pastures 
new.'' 

On the one hand, shepherds and stockmen were 
spreading overland, following their flock from pasture 
to pasture toward Port Phillip ; on the other, a Port 
PhiUip fever seized the Tasmanians, and they crowded 
across the straits, like the' patriarchs of old, with tents 
and all their woolly possessions. 
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" We went down," says a lady, then a little child, 
" to see the six adventurers embark for Port Phillip, 
with the same feelings as if it had been Cortez or 
Pizarro ; but very soon there was the same universal 
rush for Port Phillip that there is now for the gold- 
diggings." 

It was while one of these early parties was landing 
from boats near the future site of Melbourne that they 
saw, amid a tribe of natives sitting under a tree, with 
all the arms and tokens of a chief, a mtm of large 
limbs and gigantic stature, lighter-colored than his 
companions, as well as could be distinguished through 
tan, paint, and dirt. He stared hard at the strangers, 
and seemed muttering to himself; then, rising, he 
approached, and addressed them in a strange jargon, 
in which a few words of English were distinguishable. 
It was Buckley, one of the convicts who had escaped 
from the party of Colonel Collins, and, after seventeen 
years' sojourning with the aborigines, again found 
himself among his countrymen. 

He had forgotten his native tongue, and had as- 
sumed all the habits of his savage companions, among 
whom he was a chief by virtue of 'his superior stature 
and strength. He at once joined the colonists, gradu- 
ally reacquired the English tongue, and exercised very 
useful influence over his late subjects. The governor 
of Yan Diemen's Land granted him a free pardon, 
and, as it was disagreeable to him to remain in the 
scenes of his savage life, he became a constable in 
Van Diemen's Land. 

But either some original infirmity, or long absence 
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from civilized social life, had impaired his intellect, 
and he rarely and unwillingly conversed on the events 
of his extraordinary career. 

"When, in June, 1836, a magistrate, Mr. Stewart, 
dispatched by Sir Bichard Bourke, arrived to assert 
her Majesty's rights and to announce the invriidity 
of all purchases from the aborigines, he found the 
country already occupied, and the work of coloniza- 
tion steadily proceeding. Nearly two hundred men 
had arrived from Van Diemen's Land, and were 
settled around the estuary of Port Phillip ; 35,000 
sheep, under the charge of strong armed parties, with 
a number of horned cattle and horses, were spread for 
many miles over the site of the present Ballarat gold 
fields, each party seeking to appropriate as large a 
nm as possible. 

Until very recently, on the station of Messrs. Jack- 
son, at Saltwater Eiver, was to be seen one of the 
great bells, mounted on a lofty frame, which used to 
be rung from station to station to summon assistance 
when an attack from the blacks was anticipated. 

In the same year Sir Thomas Mitchell, the Cook of 
Australian inland exploration, reexplored and sur- 
veyed the overland route from New South Wales, 
part of which had been traversed by Messrs. Hovell 
and Hume, and described the fine plains of Victoria, 
to which he gave the name of Australia Felix, " the 
better to distinguish it from the parched deserts of 
the interior country, where we had wandered so un- 
profitably, and so long." * He then discovered and 
*Mitch6U's ''AiutriOk Felix" 
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named Moant Bjng, the hill since beoome world- 
famous as Mount Alexander. 

The publication of this report in the Colonial and 
English papers, and afterwards of Sir T. Mitchell's 
travels, fanned up the flame of the Port Phillip fever, 
and very soon, along the overland route, pool after 
pool was drunk dry by the thousands of stock march- 
ing on to the promised land. 

In April, 1887, 8ir Bichard Bourke visited the new 
colony, and gave directions for laying out the town 
of Melbourne on two hills. East and West Hill, slo- 
ping down to the banks of the River Tarra. In June 
the first land sale took place, and speculation com- 
menced, and did not cease until it ended in wide- 
spread insolvency in 1841 and 1843. 

The steady course of depending on their increase 
of flocks and herds was abandoned ; every one went 
into town and country lots ; village sites were laid 
out in all directions, some of which remain projects or 
miserable hamlets to this hour. Emigrants crowded 
in from all parts of Great Britain. At Hobson's Bay, 
the entrance to the Yarra, more than one hundred 
three-masted ships were to be seen at anchor at one 
time. Labor rose to an enormous price ; brickma- 
kers ^earned 8s. a day ; the common four-pound loaf 
was sold for Ss. 6d. ; and mere huts were let at the 
rate of £100 a year. Meantime, fortunately, the liv- 
ing pastoral treasures of Australia came pouring in, 
and increased and multiplied on the downs and grass- 
'^overed hills, while some wise, hard-working settlors 
^voted themselves to agriculture. 
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During this period the Port Phillip district was 
nominally tinder the government of the central au- 
thority at Sydney, bnt in reality the people governed 
themselves, with the help of a magistrate and a few 
policemen, while a neighboring colony of the same 
date was enjoying all the costly magnificence of 
elaborate government machinery. 

In 1839, 0. J. La Trobe, Esq., the present governor, 
was appointed superintendent of Pott Phillip district, 
with an authority little mote than nominal j as the 
surveys, post-office, customs, &c., were managed by 
subotdinates responsible to the chief departments at 
Sydney ; and even up to 1889 the sales of rural land 
took place at Sydney. 

This centralization of authority in i^ distant city, 
having different interests, and the appropriation of 
funds derived from Port Phillip land sales to emigra- 
tion into Sydney district, were long subjects of griev- 
ance on which, as they have been redressed, it is not 
necessary to dwell. 

When representative institutions were conceded to 
New South Wales, six representatives wete appot- 
tioned to the Port Phillip district ; bnt it was soon 
found impossible to find that number of colonists able 
and willing to live for six months of the year sis: hnn- 
dred miles away from their estates ; and for several 
sessions before 1860 the Port Phillippians virtually 
declined to elect representatives. 

In 1841 an administrative division took place be- 
tween the two provinces ; the land funds, part of 
which had been unfairly appropriated for the eml- 
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gration of New South Wales, were surrendered ; and, 
in spite of the eflForts of a very influential party in 
New South Wales, Port Phillip acquired a separate 
existence. At the same time the separation is so re- 
cent, that the account of the history, and of religious, 
educational, and legal institutions, of New South 
Wales, during the last ten years, equally applies to 
Victoria. 

In 184c2 Melbourne obtained a municipal corpora- 
tion, under 6 and 6 Victoria, cap. 76. Victoria has, 
however, never been a penal colony, although long 
and still suffering from the overflowings of the felonry 
poured into Van Diemen's Land. 

It would not serve any useful purpose to record the 
struggles of Port Phillip to obtain an independent ex- 
istence, now that the question has been finally settled. 

The general quality of the soil in Port Phillip has 
given the settlers an advantage over land purchasers 
in less fertile districts of Australia, and the absence 
of an expensive local government has enabled the 
colonists to escape a local debt like that which so 
long weighed down South Australia. 

In fact, the brief history of Port Phillip proves how 
much more safely, successfully, and inexpensively 
colonies may be planted by colonists, than by enthu- 
siastic amateurs and speculating companies. 

In 1852 the assembling of the first Legislative 
Council of Victoria marked the commencement of a 
new era of independence and prosperity, crowned by 
the golden discoveries at Ballarat and Mount Alex- 
ander. 



CHAPTEE XII. 

COLONEL GAWLEB*S GOVERNMENT— 1888 TO 184L 

IKJUSTIOK TO GOYEBNOB OAWLBR — FALLAdOTO OALODLATIONS — THE STBJEXT 

MANXTFAOTUBB IN ADELAIDE -—A OONTKAflT COURT OF GOYEENOB 

OAWLEB—- THE OVEBLAKDEBS THE 0BISI8 — A BIVAL OOLONT— TBS 

BUBBLE BUB0TB. 

Colonel Gawlee arrived in Sonih Australia on the 
13th October, 1838, and was recalled in. May, 1841. 

Under his administration the colony attained the 
highest state of external prosperity ; the population 
quadrupled ; the port was filled with ships bringing 
imports and emigrants ; public buildings, shops, man- 
sions, warehouses and paved roads were constructed 
on land which four years previously had been an un- 
inhabited desert, wharves and roads on a swampy 
creek which wai3 converted into a convenient port ; 
ornamental gardens were laid out, farms were culti- 
vated, live stock introduced by tens of thousands, a 
large amount of English capital invested, the interior 
explored, and the whole colony rendered more famil- 
iarly and favorably known to the intellectual portion 
of the British community than any otlier colony ; and 
under Colonel Gawler, the land sales ceased, labor 
could find no employment ; capital and labor emigra- 
ted, insolvency was universal, and the colony, loaded 
with public and private debt, collapsed almost as rap- 
idly as it had risen. 

The powerful party, whose pecuniary interests and 

14 
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personal pride, as colonizing philosophers, are alike 
interested in upholding the system on which South 
Australia was founded, have long been in the habit 
of attributing the rise of that colony to the merits of 
their system, and its fall to the extravagance of Colo- 
nel Gawler's, and they have generally passed uncon- 
tradicted, because actual colonists are ill-represented 
in Parliament and the press, and it has not been worth 
the while of the public, which endured the speeches 
of Mr. Aglionby or read the caustic colonizing essays 
of the S[>ectatoTy to dive into blue books or examine 
colonial evidence for the truth. 

A very slight examination of the history of South 
Australia will show that it was not what is called the 
extravagance of Colonel Gawler which caused those 
sales of land, that export of emigrants, that specula- 
tion in building lots and houses which was taken to 
be prosperity. If a million sterling had been at the 
disposal of the governor at the time when, to speak 
commercially, the colonial government stopped pay- 
ment, the mania for land-buying might have been 
continued some time longer, but it must have stopped 
sooner or later, just as the railway-scrip mania came 
to an end, because the purchasers and sellers were 
producing nothing ; and no amount of imported pop- 
ulation and capital could have made the colony pro- 
duce enough to pay for its consumption until time 
had been given to raise some staple articles saleable 
in a foreign market. Wool cannot be produced, like 
calico or cloth, by steam power ; for agricultural pro- 
duce there was and is no foreign demand worth men- 
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tioning ; the existence of mineral wealth was not 
suspected* When Colonel Giawler resigned his office 
into the hands of his saccessor, South Australia was 
in debt about £400,000, on account of the colonial 
government ; the private debts of the colonists to 
English merchants were probably as much inore. 
The excess in Ool. Gawler's expenditure was £20,000, 
or 5 per cent, on the expenses. We have thought it 
right to devote some 6pace to the rise and fall of this 
speculation, the first authentic and complete state- 
ment that has ever been published, because from time 
to time efforts are made to repeat the South Austra- 
lian colonization scheme on new ground. 

It always takes a considerable time to inoculate the 
English people with nfew ideas. About the time that 
Captain Hindmarsh was recalled and Colonel Gawler 
sailed, the fruits of sfeillfnl agitation began to be 
reaped by the South Australian commissioners. No 
unfavorable accounts of the new colony were allowed 
to appear in any organ of influence ; flourishing re- 
ports of the beauty, the fertility, and the commercial 
importance of the new city were industriously circu- 
lated. Colonel Torrens, in lectures he condescended 
to deliver, stated, and believed, that the situation of 
the city of Adelaide would give it the same impor- 
tance with respect to the valley of the Murray, that 
New Orleans held with respect to the valley of the 
Mississippi. The Murray, in 1851, had not yet been 
navigated by anything beyond a whale-boat^ and a 
range of lofty mountains divides it from Adelaide 1 
An influential agent in the South Australian interest 
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not only produced a magnificently colored plan of ihe 
new city, divided into streets and squares, but by a 
further stroke of imagination, anchored a four-hundred- 
ton ship in the Torrens, opposite Government House 
— the River Torrens being a chain of pools in which 
the most desperate suicide would ordinarily have dif- 
ficulty in drowning himself and across which a child 
may generally step dryshod. 

Thus land was sold and emigrants were shipped 
off before the commissioners had time to receive fur- 
ther accounts from their new and trusted governor 
and commissioner. 

The statements made in a dispatch written by Col. 
Gawler, immediately after his arrival, show that if 
Colonel Gawler had been less zealous to carry out 
the views of the commissioners, and more cautious 
about his own personal interests, he would have at 
once brought the progress of colonization to a standi 
still, strictly followed his written instructions, and re- 
tired, with his private fortune uninjured, to his own 
profession. 

Under the original plan of the colony the commis- 
sioners had calculated that an annual sum of £10,000, 
over and above any revenue to be derived from cus- 
toms or local taxation, would be sufficient to defray 
all the expenses of South Australia. The calculation 
was mere guesswork, or rather founded on what they 
hoped to be able to raise, and not on the necessities 
of the case. In order to make it fit, they fixed on an 
arbitrary number of officials at arbitrary salaries, and 
left altogether out of consideration the nature of a 
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country in which dispersion is essential to existence, 
and the cost of subsistence in a country in which every 
pound of meat and flour had to be imported, in which 
there were neither navigable rivers nor roads, nor wild 
animals of such a size and in such number as to be a 
resource of any importance for ibod. 

Colonel Gkiwler, being an amiable, enthusiastic, 
simple-minded, yet ambitious man, was dazzled with 
the idea of becoming the founder of a great civilized, 
self-supporting community. He accepted the theories 
of Mr. Wakefield as solemn, immutable truths, and 
the calculations of the bubble-blowing commissioners 
as the emanations of the highest financial ability. 
He placed confidence in the private assurances of the 
commissioners, and was most bitterly and cruelly 
deceived. 

He found the treasury empty — the accounts in 
confusion. Twelve thousand pounds, being two thou- 
sand pounds more than the whole amount authorized 
to be drawn for in England in the year, had been 
drawn in the first six months ; a large expense was 
required for the support of emigrantfe sick of fever 
and dysentery ; provisions, wages, and house rent 
were enormously high ; custom-houses, police-stations, 
a gaol, and offices for the transaction of public busi- 
ness were urgently required ; a police establishment, 
at colonial wages, in the absence of a military force, 
was indispensable ; the commissioners, in their calcu- 
lations, had omitted to provide for a postmaster, a 
sheriff, or a gaoler ; the surveys were seriously in ar- 
rear ; the head of the staff and all his attendants had 
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resigned ; tlie late resident commisfiioner and account- 
antrgeneral, the colonial treasurer, and several other 
officers were found insubordinate, irregular in their 
accounts, and grossly inefficient ; it was necessary to 
supersede two of them peremptorily — ahnost imn^e- 
diately ; all officials were dissatisfied with low salaries 
in the face of the high prices of provisions, house rent, 
&c.; Governor Gawler himself, with Krs. Gawkor, hia 
children, private secretary and servants, was com 
polled to occupy a small hut and expend £1,800 a 
year on a salary of £800. With this imperfect ma- 
chinery and an empty treasury, a population of some 
four or five thousand, not concentrated, according to 
the impracticable theories of the conamisaionerB, on 
ten square miles, engaged in reproducing English 
agriculture, but partly encamped on the city of Ade- 
laide, and partly dispersed in pastoral pursuits over a 
tract of country one hundred miles long by forty 
miles broad, had to be governed, customs dues and 
debts had to be levied, criminals imprisoned, and ab- 
origines repressed. 

As to the prospects of the colony, and character of 
pursuits of the colonists, the inspector of the Austral- 
asian Bank at Sydney, wrote in October, 1888, about 
the time Governor Gfkwler landed : 

" I venture to express my fears that the price re- 
ceived for the sale of land will be found insufficient 
to pay for the transplantation and government of em- 
igrants ; and, unless funds be provided by the British 
government, it will be impossible to provide for the 
administration of police and law. There appears also 
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to have, been a great want of experience an4 decision 
in directing the energies of tjie colonists to that source 
from which, alone, they can hope to rise to wealth, 
or prevent themeielves from sinkiag into poverty, until 
an article of export be produced in considerable 
quantity ; as otherwise, the funds of the colonists 
must be expended in paying for artiples of import and 
luxuries considered as necessaries of lifo. Wool is 
the only a/riide of egoport that ca/n,ie jproehiced^ and on 
this subject the colonists seem as supine as they have 
been eager to purchase toum aUotmmts and build 
houses, giving the place what seems to me a false ap- 
penance of commercial prosperity. Had it been 
left to ine, I should havi^ delayed establishing a branch 
bank until I could be sure that there were at least 
100,000 sl^eep in th^ settlements and that provision 
was made for the efficient administration of the 
law.''* 

The neW;^ovemor, ftdl of colonizing enthusiasm, 
and innocent of colonial or commercial experience, 
was dazzled and deceived by the building activity 
which had excited the serious apprehensions of the 
experienced bank manager. He found a large body 
of educated, apparently intelligent men, who had en- 
camped on the site of the city of Adelaide, all hope- 
ful, active, speculating, dealing with each other and 
with each party of newly arrived emigrants, full of 
magnificent plans for every sort of investment, in 
markets, warehouses, arcades, ship-building, and 
whaling, A bit of painted board nailed to a tree, 

* Report of House of Commons on South Australia, 1841," p. 146. 
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created a Wakefield, a Torrens, an Angas, or Whit- 
more street. All the nobilities of the South Austral- 
ian interest were thus immortalized. Each speculator 
having so large a space to deal with, endeavored to 
draw the tide of trade or feshion into his own locality, 
and thus, instead of one compact village, as near as 
possible to the port, tents, wooden huts, pis6 huts, 
wooden houses.imported from England, shops of wood, 
brick and stone, and elegant cottages of gentility, 
surroimded by iron rails, were scattered over a vast 
park of 1,130 acres. 

Those who had not been able to secure town lots 
at prices to their mind, had proceeded into the sub- 
urbs, where, at one time, with the aid of surveyors' 
pegged lines, not less than thirty villages were found- 
ed, for sale to those who could not afford to give the 
city price ; others were building mansions, laying out 
pleasure grounds, and even contemplating deer parks. 
The climate was delightful, the soil of the valley of 
the Torrens fertile, and emigrants of capital poured 
in, burning to commence realizing the golden dreams 
they had been enjoying during a four-months' voyage. 

Colonel Gawler was carried away by the stream. 
The very confusion in which he found public business, 
the inefficiency of all the officers selected by the com- 
missioners, the backward state of the surveys, were, 
to a certain extent, an encouragement ; because he 
sanguinely contemplated that, if so much had been 
done under no system, or the worst possible system 
of administration, when no accounts were kept, when 
the governor and resident commissioner held rival 
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public meetings, and the colonial secretary and co- 
lonial treasurer fonght in the streets ; how much more 
might he done underan orderly, regular government, 
such as he lost no time in estabMshing. 

He proceeded to supercede the incompetent offi- 
cials, to bring all the government business into a 
regular form, to press on the surveys, and to make 
proper arrangements for the reception of the emi- 
grants into barracks, and the numerous sick of ship 
fever and dysentery, into a hospital. In order to ob- 
tain a revenue from customsdues, to keep down illicit 
distillation, and protect the public from criminals, it 
was necessary, as OolonelKapier had foreseen, to raise 
a police. Ab laborers were worth from 10s. to ISs. 
a day, and indifferent horses cost £50 each, this was 
an expensive affair; but by giving a tasteful uniform, 
and making the appointment rather honorable, he 
succeeded in obtaining a highly respectable body of 
men, including some poor gentlemen,* at 5s. a day. 

The port, on his arrival, was a narrow sw»mp, 
through which, for seven miles, emigrants dragged 
th^r luggage and merchandise. Under his arrange- 
ments, a road was constructed, and wharves and ware- 
houses erected. He built a government-house of no 
extravagantpretensions, but which, nevertheless, cost, 
from the price of labor and materials, £20,000 ; and 
he also built custom-houses, police-stations, and other 
public buildings which were indispensable for trans- 
acting public business. He expended a large sum in 
protecting and endeavoring to civilize the aborigines. 
He contributed to two expeditions which were unsuc- 
j 
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ceflefully made by Mr. Eyre in search of tracts of fer- 
tile country. To every charitable claim his purse 
was always op^i ; while his hospitalitks, althon^ 
rather of a serious complexion, from hia pectiliar re- 
ligions opinions, were on a liberal scale. 

The result of his measures was to give an extraor- 
dinary impetus to the appar^it prosperity of the eol^ 
ony. The brilliant reports of public and private 
buildings in progress^ building land sold at £600 and 
even £1,000 an acre, of balls, £^tes, pic-nics, horti- 
cultural showB> dextex)U8ly reproduced in England, 
tempted men of fortune to emigrate, capitalists to 
invest, and merchants and manu£Etctiu'ers to forward 
goods of all kinds on credit. Fort Adelaide waa 
crowded with shipping, which disdiaiged fiving and 
dead caigoes, «id departed in ballasL Whi&a. 14,000 
colonists had arrived, in the fourth year after the 
foundation, sci^cely a vestige of an export had been 
produced. The land si^ and the custom-house re^ 
ceiptB rose ta ^lormons amounts. 

In the midst of a career of in&tuation, by which 
some half-dozen money lenders realized fortunes, and 
hundreds were totally ruined, there were men of con- 
siderable fortune who endeavored to realize the Uto- 
pia they had been taught to dream in England, and 
introduce .the comforts and the scientifie cultivation 
of an English country gentleman, as dcetched in Mr. 
"Wakefield's letter from Sydney. 

They purchased what, in English eyes, appeared 
considerable tracts of land ; they loaded ships with 
furniture, with curious, useless agricultural imple- 



ments, with liy« stock of choice breeds ; they brought 
domestic servants, laborers, and even tenant^, and 
landed, intent on making the ^^ desert blossom like the 
rose." But they were bitterly tinde<Jeived. Not one 
of the promises of the South Australian colonizers 
was realized. 

The example of one gentleman, whose name it 
would be cruel to mention, will exemplify the case 
of scores of his cliois, although less wealthy, who sank 
imd died without notice in other colonies, or in Eng- 
land. Mr. B possessed an English estate which 

brought him in about £1,000 a year : fascinated by 
Mr. Gibbon Wakefield's writings, he sold his estate, 
and landed in Sonth Australia with an extensive land 
order, built a house of no great size or comfort at a 
vast expense, fenced in a larmand began to ctiltivate, 
bnt the cheap labor promised in the commissioners' 
pamphlets was no more forthcoming than tib« roads* 
He soon found that he was sowing shillings to reap 
half-pence. After spending a great deal of capital, 
he gave up farming in disgust, and went to live in 
Adelaide : there, thrown constantly among the com- 
pany of speculators, having a considerable balance at 
his banker's, he was inclined to do as everybody did, 
and speculate. He lost everything, at middle age 
returned home with his family penniless, and, after 
living a few years dependent on the bounty of his 
relations, died broken-hearted, a victim of the " suifi- 
cient-price" delusion. 

Among the successful, there were scarcely any of the 
head-working, white-handed class, but a number of 
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hard-working, fnigal men, who, landing without a 
penny, accumulated enough by labor to purchase a 
good eightj-acre section, and there, by growing vege- 
tables and wheat, rearing pigs and poultry, with the 
help of their wives and fiunilies, throve steadily, and 
made money, if^ spite of the system which was intend- 
ed to retain them for an indefinite time as laborers at 
some three shillings a day. These people often de- 
rived considerable advantage from sections of land 
adjoining their own being the property of absentees. 
On these sections they were able to pasture their live 
stock without expense. Where laborers could not 
afford to buy a whole section, they clubbed together 
and divided one ; for free men will have land when- 
ever agriculture is the only manufacture ; and no pro- 
tective laws can prevent them. 

It was these cottier &rmers «nd a few sheep squat- 
ters who saved the colony frt>m being totally aban- 
doned when the inevitable crisis came. 

A Scotch gentleman of ancient lineage and no for- 
time, in every respect the converse of Mr. B., afforded 
a striking instance of what may be done in a colony 
by industrious, hard work, with the help of a large 
family, without that capital which, according to the- 
orists, it is indispensable that a landowner should pos- 
sess. He arrived in the colony very early, the owner 
of a single eighty-acre section, with twelve children, one 
half of whom were stout, well grown lads and lasses : 
his whole property consisted of a little furniture, a few 
Highland implements, a gun or two, a very little ready 
money, and several barrels of oatmeal and biscuit. 
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His section had been selected for him previous to his 
arrival. It lay on the other side of a range of steep 
hills, over which no road had been made, ten miles 
from the town. He lost no time and spent no money 
in refreshing or relaxing in Adelaide ; he found out a 
fellow-countryman who lent him a team of oxen, 
dragged his goods over the hills to his land, and en- 
camped the first night on the ground, under a few 
blankets and canvas spread on the brush. The next 
day, and from day to day, the family worked at cut- 
ting trees ; there was timber plenty for building a 
house. This house, situated on the slope of a hill, 
consisted of one long, low, wooden room, surrounded 
by a dry ditch to drain off the rain, and divided into 
partitions by blankets. The river lay below : any 
water needed was fetched in a bucket by one of the 
young ladies. A garden, in which all manner of 
vegetables, including tobacco and water-melons, soon 
grew, was laid almost as soon as the house ; an early 
investment was made in poultry ; the poultry required 
no other food than the grasshoppers and grass-seeds 
on the waste land around. Until the poultry gave a 
crop of eggs and chickens, the guns of the lads sup- 
plied plenty of quails, ducks and parrots. In due 
time a crop of maize, of wheat, and of oats, was got in. 
Before the barrels of oatmeal were exhausted, eggs, 
chickens, potatoes, kale and maize, afforded ample 
sustenance, and something to send to market. Labor 
cost nothing, fiiel nothing, rent nothing, keeping up 
appearances nothing ; no one dressed on week-days 
in broadcloth, except the head of the house. First a 
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few goats, and then a cow, eventnally a fair herd of 
stock were accmnulated. Batter and vegetables 
found their way to Adelaide ; and while the kid-glove 
gentry were mining themselves, the bare-legged boys 
of the Highland gentleman were independent, if not 
rich. The daughters, who were pretty, proud, and 
useful, have married well. In another generation, 
families like this will be among the wealthiest in the 
colony. 

Kow, it is certain that every shilling taken from 
industrious settlers like this Scotch family, under pre- 
tence of supplying labor, was money very unprofita- 
bly invested, as it would have fructified more rapidly 
in their own hard hands. 

A lady who arrived at Port Adelaide a lew months 
after the governor, in a manuscript letter describes 
the then *' dreary appearance of the shores ; the an- 
choring of the ship in the narrow creek where, as far 
as the eye could reach, a mangrove swamp extended ; 
disembarking from a small boat into the arms of long 
shoremen upon a damp mudbank, under a persecu- 
ting assault of musquitoes." On this mudbank lay 
heaps of goods of all descriptions, half-covered with 
sand and saturated with salt water, broken chests of 
tea and barrels of flour, cases of hardware, furniture 
of all kinds, pianos and empty plate-chests, ploughs, 
and threshing-machines. A little further, at the com- 
mencement of the " muddy track, which led to Ade-' 
laide, buUock-drays stood ready to hire for conveying 
our baggage. The lowest charge for a load was £10. 
AH along the side of the track were strewn baggage 
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and broken conyeyances, abandoned in dispair by 
their owners.'' " "We stopped at a small public house 
to get a little refreshment. For a cnp of tea, with 
brown sugar, bread, and oily butter full of insects, 
we paid 4b. 6d. each. The butter seemed spread with 
a thumb." 

Our troubles partly t^anished when we reached the 
beautiful site of Adelaide, where it almost seemed as 
if a large party of ladies and gentlemen playing at 
gipsying had encamped. This was the third removal 
of some who had pitched tents on Kangaroo Island, 
built huts on Holdfast Bay, and finally taken up 
their abode in the city of Adelaide. Several times, 
before drawing up before the highly ornamented 
wooden summer-house, bright, green, small, and hot 
as an oven^ which had been engaged for us, our car- 
riage had like to have been upset over stumps and 
logs. Every one we met seemed in the highest spir- 
its ; and it was more like a walk in Kensington Gar- 
dens than in a colony scarcely two years old." 

This bit of contemporary description affords a key 
to much that is singular and cbntradictory in the 
early accounts of the foundation of South Australia. 
Nat Lee, the mad poet, sings, " There is a joy in mad- 
ness that none but madmen know ; " and there was a 
charm about the gipsy encampment of Adelaide, with 
its wild speculation, perpetual excitement, liberal 
hospitality and charity, constant succession of new 
faces, splendid luxuries, and curious shifts, to which 
the survivors look badk with the feelings of a mariner 
to the months he spent with joUy companions on a 
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desert island, with plenty of turtles and plenty of nun 
puncheons — the difference being that in the one case 
the shipivnreck preceded, and in the other followed, 
the jollification. 

Governor Oawler held a little court, which was 
graced by the magnificent uniforms of the officers of 
the volunteer corps, a corps which consisted of some 
two dozen officers, fi*om a comet to a brigade-major, 
and four or five privates. There were courtiers and 
ladies in plumes and great airs; there were fashiona- 
bles, and exclusives held to be the crime de la creme ; 
there was an aristocracy composed of the principal 
officials ; there were balls given, to be invited to which 
great manoeuvres were practiced. It was a life like 
that one of the little gambling courts and watering 
places in Germany, with more heartiness, in conse- 
quence of the constant arrival of friends and victims 
from England. The town lots of Adelaide formed 
the great rouge-etHfhoir table. The climate rendered 
out-of-door life delightful, the imaginary streets 
swarmed with well-dressed crowds ; so much really 
good society, so maliy fashionable men, had never be- 
fore been found in a colony ; every one fwcied him- 
self the hero of a great enterprise, and enjoyed all 
the pleasures of gambling, while dreaming that he 
was helping to found an empire. 

In the morning, men dashed about on horses, dog- 
carts, barouches, and four-in-hands, which cost fabu-. 
lous sums, in search of eligible sections and sites for 
villages. In the evenings grand dinners were given 
in tents and huts, where champagne, hock, burgundy 
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and every luxury that could be preserved in a tin case 
abounded ; fashionable dance music and the songs of 
Bossini and Donizetti resounded from the cottages of 
the " great world ; " and at cock-crow, beaux in beards 
and white waistcoats, " half savage, half soft," might 
be met picking their way, in the thinnest, shiniest 
boots, through the dust and mud of a projected 
highway or arcade. There was scandal written and 
spoken, political. intrigue ; a court party and an op- 
position, with each a newspaper ; and everybody flat- 
tered everybody else that building, dining, dancing, 
drinking, writing, and speechifying was " doing the 
heroic work of colonization." 

Young men of spirit were not satisfied to retire into 
the bush and look after a flock of silly sheep, while 
it was possible to buy a section of land at £1 an acre, 
give it a fine name as a village site, sell the same thing 
at £10 an acre, for a bill the bank would discount, and 
live in style at the Southern Cross Hotel ; for when a 
man had made su<^h a speculation, he could not, and 
did not, do less than invite a party of new-made 
friends to celebrate his good fortune by a dinner, a 
ball, or a pic-nic, with a few cases of champagne im- 
ported by the merchant on credit. 

At this period a romantic air was infused into the 
simplest transactions. For instance, in the old colofiy 
exploring expeditions had been undertaken either by 
a government surveyor, who marched out from some 
remote station without any special demonstration, or 
by a squatter, who, with a friend or two, a stockman 
and perhaps a couple of black boys, all on horseback, 

J* 16 
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set out as quickly as possible to find new pastures 
for his stock. In South Australia thej managed 
things very differently. Mr. V. Eyre having under- 
taken to explore the interior of the province, on the 
day appointed for his setting out a grand entertain- 
ment was given, over which the governor presided, 
at the close of an affecting speech, a band of young 
ladies clothed in white garments, marched up the 
room, and presented, amid the cheers of the men 
and the sobs of the women, a banner which they had 
worked, to be planted on the limits of his proposed 
discovery. 

Mr. Eyre's journey and a second expedition, proved 
the hopeless barrenness of a greater part of the prov- 
ince. He afterwards became Ueutenant-govemor of 
the small settlement of Nelson, in New Zealand. 

It is rather curious that two gallant but unsuccess- 
ful exploring expeditions, that of Mr. Eyre and that 
of Lieutenant (now Sir George) Grey, should have 
led to the appointment of two governors. 

During the administration of Colonel Gawler im- 
portant assistance was afforded to the colonists by the 
arrival of the overlanders, who, led by love of adven- 
ture and hope of gain, found their way from the bush 
of New South Wales and Port Phillip, across inhos- 
pftable deserts, over precipitous hills, through dense 
forests, rivers, and swamps, and, in spite of tribes of 
fiercely hostile savages, brought fiocks of sheep and 
" mobs" of cattle and horses to the South Australians, 
at a time when butchers' meat was rising to &mine 
price, when a good pair of bullocks could earn jB60 
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a week in working firom the port to the city, «q^ 
horses which had arrived from Yan Diemen's Li^nd, 
.after a long voyage of alternate calms -and adverse 
winds, mere skeletons covered with sores, were sold 
as a favor at £100 each. 

The overlanders saved the colony from total aban- 
donment during the first crash of insolvency. The 
strength of Australia is in her pastures : sheep to the 
Australian, before the discovery of copper and gold, 
were what the pine-tree was to the Highland laird, 
who on his death-^bed said to his son, ^^ Jock, be aye 
putting in a tree : it will be growing while ye are 
sleeping." The natural pastures and the climate 
grow the wool, and men, women, or children can be 
shepherds who have neither strength to fell timber, 
nor power or skill to plough, to sow, or to thrash. 
Besides, a pack of wool is always worth cash, while 
a bushel of wheat in Australia may be worth 10s. one 
year and nothing the next ; and in the worst of times 
ewes go on breeding and increasing, wethers boil 
down for tallow, while a field allowed to go out of 
cultivation under an Australian cUmate, after devour- 
ing all the capital spent on reclamation, very soon 
becomes as much waste as before the plough turned 
the first furrow. The overlanders who brought these 
invaluable animals were many of them men of edu- 
cation : the enormous profits reaped by the first par- 
ties, in spite of the loss of both men and beasts by 
drought and skirmishes with the blacks, made the 
overland route a favorite adventure with the young 
bushmen. They brought with them, as well as live 
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#tock, ** old hands," who taught the cockneys how to 
fell a tree and make a fence, and sometimes gave the 
Gawler police a good deal of trouble, ' 

The gentlemen overlanders affected a banditti style 
of hair and costume. They rode blood, or half-bred 
Arab horses, wore broad-brimmed sombreros trimmed 
with fiir and eagle plumes, scarlet flannel shirts, broad 
belts filled with pistols, knives, tomahawks, tremen- 
dous beards and moustachios. They generally en- 
camped and let their stock refresh about 100 miles 
from Adelaide, and then rode on to strike a bargain 
with their anxious customers. Before the journey 
became a matter of course, the arrival of a band of 
these brown, bearded, banditti-looking gentiemen 
created quite a sensation — something like the arrival 
of a party of successful buccanneers in a quiet -sea- 
port; with a cargo to sell, in old Dampier's time. 

In a few days the stock was sold ; the overland 
garments were exchanged for the most picturesque 
and fashionable costume which the best Hindley- 
street tailor " from Bond-street " could supply ; and 
then, with hair combed, brushed, oiled, and grace- 
fully arranged after Eaphael or Vandyke, the over- 
lander proceeded to spend freely the money he had 
so hardly gained, and, as one of the lions of the place, 
to cast into the shade the pert, smooth, political econ- 
omists and model colonists fresh from the Adelphi. 

New arrivals from England fortunate enough to be 
admitted to the delightful evening parties given by a 
lady of the " highest ton," the leader of the Adelaidean 
fashion, were astonished when, to fill up basso in an 
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Italian piece, slie called on a huge man with brown 
hands, brown face, and a flowing beard, magnificently 
attired, in whom they recognised the individual they 
had met the day before in a torn flannel jersey, widi 
a short black pipe in his mouth. 

The overlanders included every rank, from the 
emancipist to the flrst-class Oxford man. By the 
end of 1840 they had introduced nearly 60,000 sheep 
into the new colony, and taught the wiser of the colo- 
nists the necessity of looking to pastoral pursuits for 
the safe investment of capital. 

The trade of turning wild land worth a few shillings 
an acre into building sections, to be sold at from four 
or five pounds to one thousand pounds an acre, by 
the simple expedient of a few pegs and colored plan, 
was too good to be monopolized by South Australia. 
The government and private speculators followed the 
ingenious example in New South Wales and Port 
Phillip, while in England a dozen foolish or fraudu- 
lent schemes were started under the patronage of 
names as respectable as those who patronized the 
South American mines of 1824, and the railway delu- 
sion of 1845, for colonizing New Zealand, the Chat- 
ham Islands, New Caledonia, the Falkland Islands, 
and other coimtries having the inestimable advan- 
tage of being very distant and almost unknown, 
all to be divided into town, suburban, and country 
lots, to be sold in England at a ^' sufficient price." 

The competition of these new bubbles, home and 
colonial, diverted the attention of intending colonists 
from South Australia, where the high price of town 
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lots left l^ut small margin for pro&ts or premiums. 
Besides, in those epochs of speculatiYe firencj which 
periodicallj recur in England and Scotland, xmknown 
schemes hare a certain advantage. About the end 
of the second year of Colonel Gkwler's administration, 
the resources of South Australia as an investment for 
capital were partly known, while, as nothing was 
known about the resources of iNew Zealand, not even 
whether there was any available land there at all, it 
became an excellent and &shionable subject for 
speculation. 

Colonel Gawler piteously complains in some of his 
dispatches of the misrepresentations of rival cdonists, 
and of parties who, after a very partial inspection of 
the port and coast, had departed, exclaiming, ^' All is 
barren I " But the fact was, that the capitalists who 
had landed found no advantageous evening for the 
investment of capital, town lots had been <kiven up 
to an enormous premium, the cultivation of land did 
not pay, and has never paid, the employer of labor 
on a large scale in any new country. Wool-growing 
and other pastoral pursuits were more profitable in 
Port Phillip and the new districts of Kew South 
Wales; besides, under the puffing forcing system, 
enough land, supposing it all fertile, had been sold to 
support a population of 200,000. The population of 
the colony was 16,000, of which 8,000 were settled in 
Adelaide, gambling with each other. As for the 
laborers, they were partly employed in waiting and 
working for the white-handed emigrants who had 
come out under Mr. Wakefield's advice "to labor 
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with their heads, not with their hands," aiid who, 
therefore, required more work done for them than old- 
fashioned colonists, who were not ashamed to mend 
their own tools or cany their own packages, and 
partly in executing works for the government and for 
the South Australian Company. A considerable 
number were in the hospital, and others were working 
at such sham labor tests as drawing &llen timber 
from the park, to be used for fuel in the government 
offices. 

It had been found impracticable then, as in all sub- 
sequent attempts, to carry out the scheme of obtain- 
ing recruits for free passages, "exclusively oi young 
married couples not exceeding twenty-four years of 
age.'^ The laboring classes have their feelings and 
affections as keenly in regard to family ties as their 
superiors in fortune^ and education; they are not to 
be draughted out, as the Wakefield theory proposes, 
like sheep or cattle ; and the parties charged with 
supplying ihe quota of laborers required for the ships, 
80 recklessly dispatched to South Australia, completed 
the number by a per centage, who became, from age, 
feebleness, or unfitoess for colonial labor, almost im- 
mediately chargeable on the government. All who 
were shipped, if able to work, claimed under their 
shipping order a minimum of 5s. a day. 

When more houses had been built than could be 

let — when the capital, of which a large portion was 

exported for the importation of labor, which it was 

impossible to employ profitably, began to grow scarce 

, —the price of land orders fell and the rate of wages. 
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Then the frugal laborers began to retire from hired 
aervicey to settle down on purchased sections, and 
combine to purchase sections of 80 acres, to be divi- 
ded to the extreme disgust of the hired-labor and 
sufficient-price theorists. 

In England the large draughts of the governor, in 
conjunction with the fedling off of land sales,, had 
driven the commissioners to endeavor without success 
to negotiate the remainder of the loan authorized by 
their two acts of Parliament, and then to apply for 
assistance to the Treasury, which was in the first 
instance granted to a limited extent. 

In the colony Colonel Gkiwler was travelling on a 
declivity, and could not arrest his course. When he 
found Uxe conmiissioners could no longer meet his 
bills he drew upon the Treasury for the expenses of 
government. The first biUs were met ; but eventu- 
ally a series of draughts, to the amount of £69,000, 
were dishonored. 

The commissioners, who had been perfectly content 
with Colonel Gawler as long as the public continued 
to purchase land, fell upon him like a herd upon a 
stricken deer, repudiated acts to which they had given 
tacit approval, and tried to throw the failure due to 
their absurd plan and improvident conduct on ^' the 
governor's extravagance." He was recalled abruptly, 
and left to hear of the dishonor of his bills by a circu- 
itous private .source. 

The commissioners themselves were soon after 
ignominiously dismissed. 

When the news of the dishonor of the governor's^ 
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bills reached the colony the bubble buret, land be- 
came immediately unsaleable, an insolyency all but 
universal followed, from which the banks, from early 
private intelligence, were able to protect themselves* 
The chief sufferera were English merchants, shippers, 
and manufacturere. The chief speculatore had long 
been trading on fictitious capital. A certain number 
of colonists of fortune were reduced to absolute beg- 
gary. A rapid emigration of capital and labor took 
place. Many laborera were thrown on the govem- 
. ment for support. The price of food, rent, and wages 
fell rapidly. Adelaide became almost a deserted 
village. The only pereons busy were officials whom 
the commissionere had forgotten to appoint, viz., the 
sheriff and his officere, engaged in proceeding against 
beggared deb tore, and the judge of the Insolvent 
Court, by whom they were rapidly whitewashed. 

Colonel Gawler retired, after having sacrificed a 
considerable private fortune to his faith in an imprac- 
ticable system, and became the scape-goat for the 
criminal absurdities of the colonizing theorists in 
London. But his hospitality, his charity, his truth- 
fulness, his genuine kindness of heart, rendered him 
respected and beloved in South Australia, especially 
among the humbler classes, or those who were hum- 
ble in his time. 

He was succeeded by Captain (now Sir George) 
Grey, who, happening to be in London at the time 
Colonel Gawler was recalled, and abl6 to afford the 
Colonial Office some information about this panto- 
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mime oolonj, reeeired and aeoq»ted flie imgratolbl 
office of goyenMHT. 

From that day it has heeaa the endeavor of the 
IheoristB and their orators to diarge to the eztravar 
ganoe of the mined ex-gOYomor the inevitable result 
of an attempt to plant a colony without the prepara- 
tion dictated by common prudence, to regulate the 
flow of capital and labor, and raise a revenue and 
commercial profits from the application of capital and 
labor to unproductive works. The commissionerB 
sent ship loads of colonists where, had they be^i wise, 
they would have sent sheep. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

GOyEBNOB GRET— 1841 TO 1844 

■SAonov ^-ntooBBDorofi nr kiglakp — case oooked iok ihx hodbc or 
ooMifom — A018 or pabuaxxmt— szatstiob or sovih atoxeaua— 

DIBOOTXRT OF THK OOFPSK lOHXa. 

When Colonel Gkiwler retired, land became unsale- 
able, emigrants ceased to arrive, and of those who 
were in the colony a large per centage reemigrated 
to colonies where there was more live stock and fewer 
town lots. The population of Adelaide diminished in 
twelve months to the extent of four thousand souls. 
The price of everything fell fifty per cent. ; whole 
streets of Messrs. Gouger's and Stephen's cottages 
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stood empty ; the South Anfitralian merchants who 
had paid their English creditors in the Insolvent 
Court, ceased to be trusted with speculative ship- 
ments; the police horses were turned to graze upon 
the garden constructed at much expense by Colonel 
Gawler on the bimks of the Torrens ; Government 
House, late the scene of vice-royal entertainments, 
was closed ; the little world of Adelaide recovered 
its senses and lost some of its conceit ; and the sober 
and industrious were able to survey and take stock 
of the true position of the colony. 

The raw materials of colonization had been provi- 
ded, a road had been constructed from the port, and 
some toward the interior had been marked out and 
made practicable. Land suitable for cultivation had 
been discovered, surveyed, and handed over to land 
purchasers, who had now no temptation to stay in 
town, if they meant to remain in the colony ; labor- 
ers were willing to take reasonable wages, or ready 
to set to work for themselves with hearty good will ; 
and, what was m:ost satisfactory of all, Hve stock by 
importation, by overland, and by natural increase, 
afforded an ample supply of meat at reasonable 
prices, and a certain and increasing quantity of wool 
and tallow for exportation. Impoverished gentry 
were now happy to fiJl back, from imported fresh 
salmon or ducks and green peas in tin cases, at fifty 
per cent, above the Piccadilly tariff, upon native 
poultry, at almost nominal prices. During the land 
mania geese imported from Yan Diemen's land sold 
at 12s. 6d. each, fo^ 56. a head, and everything else 
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in proportion. In 1842, country people nsed to drive 
a cart filled with live ponltrj, fowls, ducks, geese, 
turkeys, in feiir condition, covered over with a sheet, 
and sell the whole lot at from fourteen to sixteen 
shillings. 

Under the bountiful, genial climate of. South Aus- 
tralia actual want was unknown, and industry pro- 
duced immediate results. 

Governor Grey's task was easy. The famine or 
speculative prices of labor and provisions had fallen 
to reasonable rates, the emigration of paupers had 
ceased, and with the immigration the cost of main- 
taining the infirm, the sick, and the lazy. The un- 
hired were set to work at such bare wages as induced 
them to seek private employers as soon as possible ; 
the surveys were carried on steadily without pressure, 
and without exorbitant expenses for stores and hire of 
drays ; and the police expenses were partly superce- 
ded by the arrival of a company of soldiers granted 
to Governor Grey, although indignantly refused to 
Sir Charles Napier. With these reductions of expen- 
diture, and power to draw upon the home govern- 
ment for a limited sum, Governor Grey was still un- 
able, in homely pharse, to make both ends meet ; but 
the colony survived and vegetated in a sort of obscu- 
rity, which contrasted painfully with the brilliancy of 
its early, brief, blooming, hothouse career. 

In the meantime the model colonists were not idle 
in England. On the 7th July, 1840, the colonization 
commissioners for South Australia brought under the 
notice of the Colonial Secretary (Lord J. Eussell) the 
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embarrassed state of the finances of the colony, and 
in August they reported that the revenue of 4;he col- 
ony did not much exceed £20,000 per annum, and the 
current expenditure had risen to £140,000. Under 
these circumstances the Secretary of State, by letter 
dated 5th November, 1840, undertook to guarantee a 
loan of £120,000 to be raised by the commissioners,* 
but negotiations to raise this loan'&iled. , 

In the same year the original comuMssioners were 
dismissed. 

In February, 1841, a select committee of the House 
of Commons was appointed to consider the South 
Australian acts, and the actual condition of the colony 
of South Australia. The inquiry lasted until the 10th 
June. A long array of witnesses were called on^be- ^ 
half of the Colonial Office and the South Australian 
interest. Personal and documentary evidence proved 
in the clearest manner that the Colonial Office had 
given every reasonable assistance to the commission- 
ers, and were in no manner responsible for the blun- 
ders of the commissioners or of the coiiimissioners' 
agents. The South Australian interest, including non- 
resident purchasers of vast tracts of land, and Mr. 
Gibbon Wakefield and his disciples, were examined 
at great length, but not a single representative or set- 
tler from the colonies whose yiterests were likely to be 
affected by the decisions of the committee was called. 

Kie case for Sottth Australia was "got up and 
worked," m railway phrase, by Mr. Wakefield and 
Colonel Torrens, and all the colonial evidence was 
made to ^ their peculiar views. 
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The committee made tiro reports. In the first, on 
ihe 9th March, 1840, thej state, <^ That at the present 
moment the sales hj the colonization commissioners 
of land in the colony are snspended ; emigration has 
ceased since the month of August ; the bills drawn 
bj tiie governor have been protested, the estimated 
"amount of such bills already dne and in progress is 
£97,000, the amonnt due to parties in England for 
sOTvices performed is £56,000 ; the debt from the rev- 
enue to the emigration fnnd is £56,000 : m&Mng a 
total deficiency of about £210,000." 

In the second report they enter into the history of 
the colony in detail, in the eourae of which they say, 
" With regard to Colonel Gawler, it is impossible to 
^dooU; that when he entered on the duties of his office 
they were in a state of tiie greatest confusion, and 
that the difficulties he had to contend with were most 
embarrassing^that shortly after his arrival in the col- 
ony he represented these circumstances, and gave the 
commissionersteason to expect a considerable excess 
of expenditure above what had been provided— that, 
among those witnesses who have most decidedly pro- 
nounced his expenditure excessive, none have been 
able to point out any specific items which could have 
been, reduced without great public inconvenience, 
white the chief item of expenditure, incurred on ac- 
count of the Goyemttient House and . public offices, 
was one Hiat the late board had authorized*" . . . 

^^ The commissioners had originally set apart a sum 
of £10,000 anuually, over and above the revenue, out 
of which they intended that all the ordinary expendi- 
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ture should be defrayed. It wm luno calculated that 
after ^pendn/ng the whale local reveivue^ and jprovidmg 
cthenoise/or the charge qfen/rveyB^ which has h/itherto 
been defrayed hy drafts upon the cofrnmseumere^ and 
without makmgxmy aIlowam>ce for public works y there 
wUlsHU remoAn to be provided for an awnual deficit 
of about £40,000." 

But the committee, as experience haa since proved, 
were more correct in their statement of facts, than 
fortunate and sagacious in proposing a remedy. Hfp:- 
ing unsuspectingly received all Mr. Gibbon Wake- 
field's assumptions and assertiona as incontrovertible 
economical truths, they proceeded to recommend by 
resolutions, amongst odier tilings, that all land be sold 
by auction at a minimum upset price, except specially 
surveys of 20,000 acres ; that " the minimum price 
of land in South Australia may safely be raised above . 
the present amount of £1 an acre ; and that in fixing 
such amount it is desirable to keep in view the prin- 
ciple of maintaining such an amount as may tend to 
remedy the evils arising out of a ftw> great facUdty of 
obtadmmg landed prcperty^ amd a consequemHy dispro- 
portionate supply of labor and exorbitant rate of 



At that time the committee were firmly convinced 
that they could regulate the rate of wages by the 
price of land ; and Lord Howick, since Colonial Sec- 
retary as Earl Grey, then a pupil of Mr. Wakefield, 
moved as an amendment to the above-quoted resolu- 
tion, " That one minfmum price for land in all ihe 
Australian colonies ought to be established, and that 
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this price ought not to be lower than £2 ]>er acre, and 
that it ought to be progressively increased until it is 
found that the great scarcity of labor now complained 
of in these colonies no longer exists." 

The fallacy of these assumptions has now been ren* 
dered as patent as another farorite assumption of the 
same period, that the price of com in England regu 
lated the rate of wages. 

Ten years' experience hare proved that tiie highest 
Tutfi of wages may exist in the face of a price of land 
so high as to exclude all but a very small number of 
purchasers, and in that ten years the home govern- 
ment, in the face of a ruinous rate of wages, have been 
unable, although willing, to raise the price of land in 
Australia. The sale of land, except in the immediate 
neighborhood of towns, in choice situations, and where 
mines were supposed to exist, has ceased. 

But in 1841 colonial opinions were treated with 
contempt. As in 1847, grave commercial men like 
Mr. Morrison, deceived by imaginary dividends, be- 
lieved that government could buy and work up all 
the railways of Great Britain at a profit, so Lord Stan- 
ley and Lord Grey, dazzled by the land purchases 
of mad speculators in New South Wales, Port 
Phillip and South Australia, fancied that the govern- 
ment had an inexhaustible treasure for emigration 
and patronage in the waste lands of every colony in 
the British dominions, from the Sugar Loaf BSlls of 
New Zealand to the wild, wintry moors of the Falk- 
land Islands. 

Two acts brought in and carried by Lord Stanley, 
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the Colonial Secretary, in the session of 1842, embod- 
ied the recommendations of the committee, and ar- 
ranged for the future government of South Australia. 
By one a minimum price of £1 an acre, with sale by 
auction, except in the case of special surveys of 
20,000 acres, was imposed on all the Australian col- 
onies, including Yan Diemen's Land. It is this act 
against which the colonists, who were never tjonsult- 
ed, have not ceased to protest By the other act 
South Australia was transferred from the management 
of commissioners to the Colonial Office, and its debts 
were arranged in the following manner : The whole 
debt amounted to £405,433; of this, £156,000, which 
had been granted by Parliament in 1841 for parsing 
exigencies, was made a free gift ; £45,936, of which 
£17,646 had been incurred by (Jovemor Grey in main- 
taining unemployed emigrants, was to be paid by the 
treasury, and the remainder was converted into de- 
bentures, partly guaranteed by the government and 
partly charged on the colonial revenues. 

It may be convenient to state here that the renewed 
sales of land after the discovery of copper mines paid 
off the greater part of these debts, with interest, be- 
tween 1845 and 1849, with the exception of the 
£156,000. About £60,000 still remains due. 

On the p*assing of this act South Australia sank into 
obscurity, and, in spite of the vigorous efforts of the 
South Australian Company, which found itself in 
possession of large tracts of l^jid that could neither 
be sold nor let to rent-paying tenants, ceased to attract 
he attention of emigrants. 

K 16 
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Great bankers and capitalislB who bad been in- 
daced to purchase lots of land wrote them ont in their 
books as ralne mZ; 80 late as 1850 there were parties 
in the city of London who had forgotton that the j 
held some thousand acres in Sonth Australia nntQ re- 
minded by an application to pnrchase from retomed 
eolonists. In very rare cases has the investment in 
roral land at £1 an acre tamed ont profitable. 

DoTcr, the quietest and least enteipising of towns, 
contributed by public subscription in 1837-38 one 
emigrant to South Australia. 

Hie fortunate man no sooner arriyed, with nothing 
to lose, than carried away by enthusiasm and the per- 
suasions of the Colonial Sec'y, Gk>uger, he became the 
purchaser of a thousand acres of land, and boldly drew 
upon two of the gentlemen who had charitably sent 
him out, advising them of the &yor he had done them, 
and promising to remit in due course the title deeds. 
The good Doverians, on the arriyal of the tremen- 
dous bill, held a consultation, learned the total ruin that 
would fall on the drawer if it were returned protested, 
wishing, too, not to have the one Doyer emigrant dis- 
graced, and perhaps a little dazzled by the.brilliant 
reports of fortunes daily realized in Australian land, 
made a round robbin of £100 apiece, met the bill, in 
due course receiyed the grant, and from that time 
forward never heard a word of the emigrant or the 
land. 

The following figures will show the results of this 
self-supporting, sufficient price colony : 
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BEVENUE AND EXFENBmJRE. 
In 1840, GoVent Expenditure, £169,966 ; Revenue, £30,199 lis. Id. 

1841, do 104^471 do 26,720 16fi. lid. 

1842, do 54^444 do 22,074 is. 6d. 

1843, do 29,842 do 24^142 la. 2d. 

MTATISTXOAL SOMMAKI Of 8X7ZN TKAX8 OF TBI SOUTH AUSXRAUAN OOX XIBMON. 

South Australian Act» 4 and 5 Wm. lY., cap. 95, Royal Assent^ 1884 

Conunissioners Gazetted 6th May, 1885 

Colonel Light and Surveying Staff Hareh, 1836 

Gov. Hindmarsh and first party emigrants sailed 80th July, 1836 

Governor Gawler 1838 

Area of Adelaide, 4 1-2 miles N. K to a W., 4 miles N. W. to 
S. E., 700 acres, 432 acres. Population ^,000. . « . 1839 

Port opened 17th May, 1840 

Govembr Gawler recalled 1841 



Emlgraots 



Aena £ s. d. 

1885 Land sold 58,995 at 85,417 5 

1836 " 1,680 " 1,878 941 

1887 " 8,120 « 3,140 1,279 

1888 «* 87,960' " 87,960 1,938 

1839 " . 48,886 " 48»386 5,797 

1840 «« 7,040 " 7,040 6,025 

1841 " 160 " 160 



157,291 £183,431 5 15,030 

Shipping 1839 — 190 ships; tonnage — 40,000. 

ACRES m CULTIVATION. 

Teir. Ko. of Pioptlnteni Acrak 

1840 2,503 

1841 6,722 

1842.. 878 19,790 

1843 1,800 28,690 



In 1844 the sheep of South Australia were about. . • • 400^000 

" Cattle 80,000 

« Horses 2,000 
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In 1840^ writs fnm South AmtnlU aheriff't offiee. . 154 

1844>oiily 10 

1842, fiatt of insolyency 87 

1844^ 10 

Thus it appears that, between 1837 and 1840, 15,000 
inhabitants, who were importing proyisions at the 
rate of £200,000 per annum, only cultivated 2,000 
acres ; but in three jears after diey had abandoned 
land-gambling, and lost all credit in the English mar- 
ket, they had 28,000 acres in cultivation, of which 
23,000 were in wheat, and the number of landed pro- 
prietors had nearly doubled. But the result of this 
industry proved that, although much misery would 
have been saved the colony had agriculture occupied 
the colonists instead of land-gambling, still that agri- 
culture could not be carried on there with a profit 
with hired labor in a colony, for in 1843-4 wheat fell 
to 3s. 6d. and even 2s. 6d. a bushel, with wages at 
least 3sk a day ; while Van Diemen's Land, with bet- 
ter soil and climate for wbeat-growing, and cheaper 
labor, could not afford to grow wheat for less than 48. 
or Ss. a bushel. In fact, the South Australians found 
themselves in possession of 200,000 bushels of wheat 
which was absolutely unsiJeable, although of admi- 
rable quality. And in Jun^, 1846, after exporting 
200,000 bushels, chiefi.y sold at a loss, a surplus of 
156,000 bushels remained. 

Of wool there were only 5,000 bales to export in 
1843. Port Phillip, colonized with sheep and shep- 
herds at the time that model colonists were for- 
warded to Port Adelaide in thousands, exported 9,000 
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bales in 1841 ; and in 1843 enjoyed exports to the 
amount of £307,000, without a shilling of debt 
against South Australian exports of £46,000, and 
£400,000 debt 

In 1843 the results of the monstrous system on 
which South Australia was colonized began to disap- 
pear. The ruined capitalists were fei^otten, and so 
were the debts due to th^ home govemment and home 
creditors. Kiose who had been able to weather the 
storm of insolvency and keep a few sheep had retired 
towards the interior : there dispersed they were able 
to live cheaply, to carry on their business with little 
hired labor, and to look forward with confidence to 
annual income from the clip of wool; and annual in- 
crease of wealth by the natural increase of their 
flocks. 

ThuSy in 1843, South Australia, formed with so 
much preparation, the subject of so much printing, 
colonized by a superior class, forced forward by an 
enormous expenditure of public and private capital, 
instead of presenting a picture of a contented popula- 
tion, divided into capitalists and laborers, engaged in 
scientific agriculture, owed all its exports tQ disper- 
sion after the manner of neighboring colonies,. whose 
" barbarous manners '^ had been so much contemned, 
and presented a picture of cottier farmers, vegetating 
in obscurity, content to live with few comforts, with- 
out rent or taxes. Some lived comfortably on land 
the property of absentees, many more as tenants not 
paying any rent, whom the landlords were glad to re- 
tain in order to keep their land in condition. The 
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tenants of ihe South Australia Company were in this 
state. 

^ Looking back at the condition of South Australia 
after it had ceased to attract the importation of capi- 
tal, there can be no doubt that if it had been as far 
fix>m the old ports of the colonies as Swan Birer, and 
out of reach of the expeditions of overlanders, it woidd 
have sunk even to a lower ebb ibfiji Western Aus- 
tralia. 

When land-jobbing had been exhausted, and all the 
schemes hatched in England for employing capital 
had been tried and found wanting, an accident re- 
vealed to the colonists the existence of a treasure 
which even the sanguine and poetical promoters of 
the colony had never suspected or suggested. They 
had placed coals, marble, slate, and precious stones 
among the probable exports; but copper and lead 
had not entered into their calculations. 

In 1841 a little lead ore was discovered and sent to 
England. In 1843 Mr. Button, the brother of a gen- 
tleman of some means, but who had himself been 
compelled by the general depression to accept the 
situation of sheep overseer, accidentally discovered, 
*and, in partnership with Captain Bagot, became the 
purchaser of, the eighty-acre section which included 
the Kapunda mine. Other mines were subsequently 
discovered, to which, wherever of any importance, a 
description will be given in the chapter devoted to 
the present resources of the colony ; but the great 
event, the turning-point of the fortunes of South Aus- 
tralia, was the disovery of the Burra Burra mine, 
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which has alone furnished for the last five years more 
than four-fifths of South Australian exports. 

The discoyerj of the Eiipunda set all the colonj 
hunting for mineral outcrops ; the residue of the land- 
jobbers took up the geologist's hammer ; but, by a 
singular fortune, the investigations of Mr. Mengs, a 
practised geologist, were fruitless, while a mine of 
wealth was turned up by the wheel of a bullock- 
dray. 

In 1845 the existence of a remarkable and promis- 
ing outcrop of the Burra hills, became well known in 
the colony : rumors on the subject had been afloat in 
1840. In order to secure the whole district without 
the unlimited competition, application was made to 
the governor for a special survey of 20,000 acres. 
At the same time a party of speculators arrived from 
Sydney, intent on securing the great prize if possible. 
Tlie survey was ordered ; a day and hour were fixed 
for the payment of the £20,000 ; the governor decided 
not to accept bills of the local bank, or anything but 
cash. Gash in 1845 was a scarce commodity in Ade- 
laide, although com was plentiful, and pride as ram- 
pant, and with as little reason, as in any decayed 
watering-place in England. The retailers, and all not 
within a certain indiscribable line, were dubbed the 
snobs; the officials and self-elected aristocracy the 
nobs. 

To raise the £20,000, a union between the nobs and 
snobs became indispensable ; but even that was not 
enough, for there was scarcely so much gold in the 
possession of all the colonists, and the Sydney specu* 
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lators were waiting ready to bear off the prize. On 
the last day for payment a hnnt for gold was com- 
menced by half a dozen men of good credit. Cash- 
boxes in hand, they traversed the streets and snburbs 
of Adelaide, offering with ample security, a handsome 
preminm for sovereigns. On that day many secret 
hoards were dug ont, husbands learned that prudent 
wives had unknown stores, and old women were even 
tempted to draw their £1 or £2 from the recesses of 
old stockings. Almost at the last minute the money 
was collected, caunted, and paid, and the richest cop- 
per mine in the world rewarded the long-suffering of 
the South Australians, and awakened all their old 
gambling spirit. 

The purchase effected, the class spirit which forms 
so adsurd an element in the English character, broke 
out, and a division of the 20,000 acres was decided 
on. The toss of a coin gave the " snobs " the first 
choice : they took 10,000 acres, which they gave a 
native name, the Burra Burra. The nobs named their 
10,000 acres the Princess Eoyal. The outcroppings 
on the hills of the Princess Eoyal were magnificent ; 
nevertheless, in 1850 their £50 scrip was not saleable 
at £12. 

The history of this mine is the history of the com- 
merqial progress of South Australia. Farms, land 
sales, emigration, wharves, warehouses, projected rail- 
ways, imports, rents, wages, have all rested on the 
yield of the Burra Burra. 

The government was vested in the governor and 
commander-in-chief, assisted by an executive and 
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legislative council, composed of the governor, the 
colonial secretary, the advocate-general, the surveyor- 
general, and the assistant commissioner, to whom wer^ 
subsequently added four nominees from among the 
non-official colonists. 

Of the progress of South Australia since the dis- 
covery of mines and the dissolution of the South Aus- 
tralian Company, we shall speak in our descriptive 
chapter. 



OHAPTEK XIV. 

A OLANOB AT IBB XZTBNT, FOBM, SOU^ GLQCATl^ BIYXBS, AN]> PBODUCTIONS 
OF AUSTRALIA. 

Atotratja is the largest island in the world, so 
large that it is more correctly described as an island- 
continent, situated between the 10th and 45th degrees 
of south latitude, and the 112th and 154th degress of 
longitude east from Greenwich. It may be said to 
be nearly three thousand miles from west to east, and 
two thousand miles from north to south, of a nearly 
square form, were it not for the deep indentation 
formed by the great Gulf of Oarpenteria, But this 
superficial extent, which is sometimes compared with 
that of other continents, aflfbrds no true index to the 
area really available, or ever likely to be available, 
for colonization. A great portion of the interior is 
more hopelessly barren and impassable than the 
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deserts of Africa, being in dry weather a hollow basin 
of sand, in rainy seasons a vast shallow inland sea, 
alternately and rapidly swelled by tropical torrents, 
and dried up by the tropical snn. 

Comparisons are frequently instituted between the 
relative areas and populations of Europe and Austra- 
lia ; but nothing can be more fidlacious or dishonest 

The resources of Australia have been as yet barely 
discovered; a century of active colonization can 
scarcely develop them to their fullest extent. Even 
without the appliances of science and combined labor 
a vast population may be subsisted in comfort ; but, 
without some change more extensive and material than 
it is possible to foresee, there can be no such dense 
multitudes concentrated in Australia as are found in 
the more civilized states of Europe, and as may 
be found at some future period in North America. 
The absence of great rivers and the means of forming 
inland water communication, and the quality of a 
groat proportion of the soil, settle this point. 

The surface of this island is depressed in the centre, 
bounded by an almost continuous range of hills and 
plateaux, which, varying in height from one to six 
thousand feet above the level of the sea, in some pla- 
ces approach the coast and present lofty, inaccessible 
cliffs to the ocean — as, for instance, the heads of Port 
Jackson — and in others tend toward the interior of 
the country, at a distance of from twenty to eighty 
miles ; but, these elevations being all of an undula- 
ting, not a precipitous, character, no part of the coun- 
try can be considered strictly alpine. 
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The features of the comitry on the exterior and in- 
terior of this range differ so much as to present the re- 
sults of climates usually found much further apart, 
especially on the eastern coast, where between the 
mountains and the sea, as, for instance, at lUawarra, 
Port Macquarie, and Moreton Bay, the vegetation 
partakes to a great extent of a tropical character ; 
and on the rich debris washed down from the hills we 
find forests of towering palms and various species of 
gum-trees (Eucalypti), the surface of the ground be- 
neath clothed with dense and impervious underwood, 
composed of dwarf trees, shrubs, and tree-ferns, fes- 
tooned with creepers and parasitic plants, from the 
size of a convolvulus and vine to the cable of a man- 
of-war. These dense forests, through which exploring 
travelers have been obliged to cut their way inland 
at the rate of not more than a mile or two a day, 
are interspersed with open glades 6r meadow reaches, 
admirably adapted for pasturing cattle, to which the 
colonists have given the name of Apple-tree Flats, from 
the fancied resemblance between the apple-trees of 
Europe and those (Angophor®) with which these 
glades are thinly dotted. 

Within the ranges, on the other hand, are found 
immense open downs and grassy plains, divided by 
rocky and round-backed ranges of hills, and inter- 
spersed by open forest without undergrowth and de- 
tached belts of gum-trees (Eucalypti acaciae), present- 
ing a park-like appearance, which, advancing towards 
the interior, are succeeded either by marshes, or 
sandy and stony deserts, perfectly sterile and unin- 
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habited, except hj a few reptiles, and birds which 
prey upon them. 

The rirers of Australia are few in number, and 
insignificant in a navigable point of view. The one 
seri^, rising from the seaside of the mountain range, 
flow deviously until they reach the coast, seldom af- 
fording a navigable stream more than twenty miles 
inland, usually rushing down with such rapidity du- 
ring the rainy season as to fill up their sea-mouths 
with a bar excluding all, except boats of slight draught 
of water. The other series, falling toward the inte- 
rior, are lost in quicksands, marshes, or shallow lakes ; 
after a course varying from a score to many hundred 
miles of zigzag current, now flowing with a full, deep 
stream, and then suddenly diminishing to a depth of 
a few inches, or even totally and suddenly disap- 
pearing. 

The Dutch colonists in South Africa have -terms by 
which they express the exact value of flowing water, 
whether perpetual or intermittent, whether a mere 
rivulet or a deep stream ; but there are no words in- 
vented in the English language which convey a cor- 
rect idea of Australian waters. The two terms most 
in use are creek and river, the former being an arm 
or branch of the latter. But an Australian river, 
even when marked by an imposing colored line on a 
map, giving, according to proportion, an idea of a 
Bhine, a Danube, or a Thames, is generally a chain 
of pools, varying in dimension from a few yards to a 
league in diameter, which are, with a few graiyi ex- 
ceptions, according to their respective depth andprox- 
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imity to mountains, reduced to an absolute or com- 
parative state of mud in dry seasons, or united into 
a deep, still stream, or roaring torrent, after a few 
hours of tropical rain. 

Th6 brother of the writer rode down, on an explo- 
ring expedition during a season of drought, with a 
fellow-squatter, in search of fresh pastures, and dis- 
covered the River Barwen, flowing bank high, as 
broad as the Thames at'Eichmond, winding along 
plains which, as far as the eye could reach, were cov- 
ered with rich grass, higher than the necks of their 
horses. As they rode along, ground pigeons, grass 
parroquets and quails rose up in thousands; and 
from time to time flocks of emus thundered past, 
while kangaroos bounded swiftly away, and fix)m the 
river rose clouds of waterfowl. There seemed game 
enough to feed an amly, and grass enough for tens 
of thousands of live stock. Yet he lived to see within 
a few years the grassy plain burned to a sandy desert, 
and the great river shrink to a chain of shallow pools, 
in which it was dij£cult to find water enough for a 
hundred oxen. 

The deep pools, called colonially " waterholes," and 
the winding course pursued by all the Australian riv- 
ers, economise the supply during the long droughts, 
and at the same time distribute it over a considerable 
part of the country. Thus the Hawkesbury, one of 
the earliest rivers navigated by the settlers, is not 
more than thirty-five miles in a direct line from 
Windsor, where it is navigable to Broken Bay, and 
where it fiows into the sea; but its tortuous route is 
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one hundred and forty xmles, and Iiigher up its wind- 
ings are still more remarkably circnitons ; while the 
Mnrraj) the greatest river of Australia, rising on the 
western flank of the Australian Alps, after a much 
longer course, in which it receives the waters of the 
Ovens, the Darling, and the Morrombidgee, by which 
name it is known for part of its course, ends in the 
broad shallow lake of Alexandria, in South Aus- 
tralia. 

Until the latter explorations of Mitchell and Leu- 
chardt, hopes were confidentlj entertained of discov- 
ering an inland sea, and a great navigable river, flow- 
ing to the northward; but these hopes are now 
exploded, and it is certain that on land conveyance 
the chief Australian communications must depend. 

A great diversity of climate prevails in Australia, 
varying with the latitude and the height from the sea. 
Van Diemen's Land, with its more isolated and more 
southern position, enjoys more rain and the irrigation 
of many streams. In certain districts of Australia, 
especially between the 25th and 35th degree of lati- 
tude, the thermometer frequently rises to 110, 120, 
and even 130 degrees in the shade, while hot winds 
sweep over the country from the sterile, burning 
plains of the interior. This great heat is unaccom- 
panied by night dews ; and droughts of many months^ 
duration occur at uncertain intervals, and are of un- 
certain extent, during which rivers and waterholes 
are dried up. The settlers who have not yet imitated 
the costly construction of tanks and aqueducts, or even 
the more simple and successful contrivances adopted 
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in peninsular India and in Asia Minor for collecting 
and husbanding rain and spring water, suffer dread- 
ful straits. The pastures become parched deserts — 
the sheep eat the grass to the roots — the waterholes 
are poisoned by the bodies of cattle suffocated in the 
sloughs when struggling for drink, and thousands of 
stock of all kinds perish either before moving or while 
on the road to districts which the drought has not af- 
fected. It is during these droughts that almost all 
the great discoveries of new pastures have been made 
by enterprising stockowners and their servants. 

But after a time, which no man, white or native, can 
calculate, rains fall in torrents, grass springs up abun- 
dantly, '' and the plains, on which but lately not a 
blade of herbage was to be seen, and over which the 
stillness of desolation reigned, become green with lux- 
uriant vegetation." The rivers and creeks fill with 
marvellous rapidity ; a roaring flood rushes down the 
lately dry b6d of a stream, overflows the banks, and 
carries all that impedes its progress in white foam be- 
fore it. On such occasions ihe Hawkesbury has risen 
ninety-five feet in a few hours ; and in 1851, in the 
Maneroo district, the sites of townships recently laid 
out for sale by the government surveyor were con- 
verted into deep lakes, and a whole camp of abo- 
rigines were drowned. 

The ravages of the drought and flood are quickly 
replaced in a climate so favorable to the increase of 
live stock, and in a very short time the losses and the 
dangers are forgotten. These aflBictions were of a 
more serious character in the early years of the first 
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Golonj, when but a comparatiyelj limited part bad 
been explored. At present plenly in one colony or 
one district connterbalances the droughts or floods of 
another. 

At a height of two or three thousand feet above 
the level of the sea a temperate, and even cold, region 
is to be fonnd, where the vegetables, fruits, and grain 
of Northern Europe flourish, and the settler or trav- 
eler finds the necessity of warm clothing, and the 
comfort of biasing fires. 

But in all the varieties of temperature found in 
Australia the climate is, with the exception of the 
burning plains of the interior, congenial to Europe- 
ans : even the tropical regions of the coast are free 
.from those fevers which decimate white men visit- 
ing the Indian seas and the African coast 

The soil of Australia varies even more than its cli-. 
mate. Of the whole extent a very large proportion 
is hopelessly barren, but still enough remains capable 
of supporting a very numerous, and in some districts 
a dense population. There are no data for calcula- 
ting with such a degree of accuracy as would be useful 
the proportions of available land in the occupied dis- 
tricts. It will be safe to assume that two-thirds of 
the land worth occupying is only, and will only be, 
fit for pastoral purposes, and can no more be profita- 
bly, cultivated than the limestone hills and moors of 
"Wales, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, and Gloucestershire, 
or the Highlands of Scotland. 

Of land fit for agricultural purposes, and sufficiently 
clear of trees to be put under plough at a reasonable 
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expenditure of labor, there is enough to support a 
population to be counted by millions, but oontin- 
uallj intersected by barren ranges and forests of 
scrub, which can never be of any value except for 
firewood. 

On the coast to the northward, between Port Mac- 
quarie and Moreton Bay, are vast tracts of well- 
watered land, t>n which the soil is excellently adapted 
for various crops, but so covered with heavy timber 
that nothing less than the old system of convict-clear- 
ing gangs, or of free grants to clearing parties, will 
bring them into cultivation in this generation, al- 
though well placed for water conveyance to the sea- 
port towns. On the other hand, in Port Philip there 
are plains on which the plough might be driven for 
one hundred miles in a straight line, turning up a fui- 
row of rich mould along the whole tract ; and the 
other two colonies can present similar instances, al- 
though not to the same extent, or so near the sea 
coast 

The soil of Australia presents as many anomalies 
as its configuration and its animal and vegetable pro- 
ductions. 

Li other parts of the world the most fertile tracts 
are generally found near the mouths of rivers ; in Aus- 
tralia the greatest fertility usually commences where 
the navigation ceases. In Europe the valleys will 
generally be found full of rich soil ; in Australia some 
of the richest mould is to be found on the tops of hills. 
The low hills formed on the banks of rivers above the 
navigable waters are often unequaled in richness, 

11 
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while the YalleTB are eompoeed of a soft clay, pro- 
ducing a rich, coarse herbage, yery fit for pasturing 
homed cattle, but nnsnitable for cnltiyation. 

The neighborhood of the first settlement, west and 
south-west of Sydney, is chiefly composed of sand- 
stone and unproductive days ; the first good land was 
found in patches on the river Hiiwkesbury ; and on 
the aUuyial flats formed by the orerflowing, fresh- 
water rivers, the richest cultivable land is to be found. 
Works for draining or irrigating can only be attempt- 
ed where damming a valley or draining a high-lying 
marsh can produce a great effect at a moderate ex- 
pense. For half a century the progress of coloniza- 
tion in Australia has rested on its pastoral resources, 
which are of the very first order, in soil, in climate, 
and in arrangement of territ(»yw 

From the level of the sea to the summit of the high- 
est mountains, pastures are to be found extending for 
hundreds of miles, now undulating smoothly and al- 
most imperceptibly, then extending in broad, flat 
plains, or a succession of round-backed hills, broken 
with rocky ranges, and ending in deep gullies. Over 
these the fiockmaster may, if needfol, drive his flocks 
for days, nay, for weeks, without meeting any serious 
interruption to his progress, or without failure of the 
pasture on which sheep thrive. 

The districts which, from their dampness and rank- 
ness of the vegetation, would be unsuitable for sheep, 
are available for cattle, which in certain regions, in 
default of grass, find good feed on the tender branches 
of a species of primrose. 
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Agriculture has hitherto been bnt rndelj pursued 
in Australia, with rare exceptions. To gentlemen of 
capital it is not, and is not likely to become, a profit- 
able pursuit ; for this reason, a prejudice against the 
agricultural capabilities of the colonies has been en- 
tertained and sedulously encouraged among the pas- 
toral interest, who, dreading the prospect of a class of 
yeomanry which might encroach on their sheepwalks, 
can with difficulty be induced to istdmit that there is 
any fertile soil to be found, — a prejudice which must 
always be taken into consideration in estimating the 
value of eoloniul evidence on such subjects. Certain 
it is that ignorant cultivators have successfully crop- 
ped farms on the Hawkesbury, the Hunter, the Mac- 
quarie, year after year, without manure, and without 
any sensible diminution in the returns. As to qual- 
ity of grain, the wheat of South Australia, Port Phil- 
lip, and Van Diemen's Land imported into England, 
has been pronounced equal to any, for weight, size, 
and flavor, ever exhibited in Mark-lane. 
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PoBT Jackbos is the fittest centre fiom wbicli to 
take a snrrey of the settled and inhabitable districts 
in Australia ; being not onlj the finest harbor and 
the port of the greatest AnstraUan city, but the inlet 
and ontlet for commerce ; having the wealthiest and 
most dense popnlation in Ihe whole island. 

The usual course to Sydney for sailing vessels is 
through Bass' Straits, and in fiur weather, with a far 
Torable wind, ships fi^uently pass sufficiently near 
the shore to afford an agreeable but veiy tant^lignng 
view of the scenery. 

^The shore is bold and picturesque, and the coun- 
try behind gradually rising higher and higher into 
swelling hills of moderate elevation, to the utmost 
distance the eye can reach, is covered with wide- 
branching, evergreen forest trees and close brushwood, 
exhibiting a prospect of never-failing foliage, although 
sadly monotonous and dull in tone as compared with 
the luxuriant summer foliage of Europe. Grey rocks 
at intervals project among these endless forests, while 
here and there some gigantic tree, scorched dead by 
the summer fires, uplifts its blasted branches above 
the green saplings around."* 

* GnxiningluiiiL 
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Approaching Port Jackson, the coast line consists 
of cliffs of a reddish hue. Where the land can be 
seen, shrubs and trees of strange foliage are found 
flourishing on a white, sandy, barren soil, destitute of 
herbage. 

The entrance to the port is marked by the north 
and south heads, about three quarters of a mile apart. 
On the southern head a stone lighthouse, bearing the 
often-repeated nam^of Macquarie, affords a revolving 
flame at night and a white landmark by day to the 
great ships from distant quarters of the globe, and to 
the crowd of largensailed coasters which ply between 
innumerable coast villages and Sydney. 

Steering westerly, the great harbor, like a land- 
locked lake, protected by the curving, projecting 
heads from the roll of the Pacific storms, opens out 
until lost in the distance, where it joins the Paramatta 
Eiver. The banks on either hand, varying from two 
to five miles in breadth, are sometimes steep and 
sometimes sloping, but repeatedly indented by coves 
and bays, which, fringed with green shrubs down to 
the white sandy water-margin, when bathed in gold- 
en sunlight, presents dainty retreats as brilliant as 
Danby's Enchanted Island. 

On one of the first and most romantic coves in Vau- 
cluse the marine viUa of William Wentworth is sit- 
uated. 

Five miles from the heads, on "Sydney Cove," 
atands the city of Sydney, the head-quarters of the 
iGovemor-General, the residence and episcopal city of 
the Bishop of Australia, and the greatest wool port in 
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the world. The still waters^ alive with steamers pas- 
sing and repassing, with ships of English and Ameri- 
can flags, and a crowd of small craft, yachts, and 
pleasure-boats, betoken the approach to a centre of 
busy commerce, even before the chnrch spires show 
themselves against the sky. In this city, which has 
been too often described to need any detailed account 
here, every comfort and every luxury of Europe is to 
be obtained that can be purchased with monej. 

The entrance to Port Jackson is so safe and easy 
that the American surveying ships ran in at night 
without a pilot ; and when the inhabitants rose in the 
morning they found themselves under the guns of a 
frigate carrying the stars and stripes. 

Vessels of considerable burden can xmload along- 
side the quays. 

Sydney Cove is formed by two small promontories, 
between which the rivulet flows which induced Gov- 
ernor Phillip to choose this site for his settlement, as 
it possessed a safe harbor, wood, and water, three 
essential points, although not alone sufScient to sup- 
port a flourishing colony. The flrst harbor is of little 
value, unless it is the outlet to a country capable of 
producing some exports. 

Tanks were cut for storing the water of the fresh- 
water stream during the summer ; but, the increase 
of the town having rendered this supply insufficient, 
water was brought from Botany Bay ; and, recently, 
ftirther extensive works have been executed, by which 
an aqueduct is brought from Cook's Eiver, where a 
dam has been built to exclude the salt water. 
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Along the hollow formed by the two promontories 
or ridgeSy where the native track through the woods 
down to the water's edge, formerly George-street, ex- 
tends, and which holds in the colonial metropolis the 
relative ranks of the Strand and Begent-street, Lon- 
don, combined, there, iintil recently, stately platen- 
glass shops were to be fomid side by side with wood- 
en huts. 

The harbor of Port Jackson affords an almost un- 
limited line of deep water, along which, when needed 
by the extension of commerce, quays and warehouses 
may be erected at a very trifling expense, so great are 
its natural dock advantages ; many of the coves in 
Port Jackson are even now as much in a state of na- 
ture as when Captain Phillip first discovered it. As 
a central point for the commerce of the Australian 
seas, it is not probable that it can ever be superseded 
as a maritime station even by any other colonies 
planted in a more fertile situation, although it may be 
asserted that, with rare exceptions, the land for a 
hundred miles round Sydney is a sandy desert. But 
roads, railroads, and steamers will afford Sydney the 
advantages of the produce of districts which have no 
such harbor as Port Jackson. 

Cumberland and Camden were the two counties 
first settled. Cumberland is the most densely-popu- 
lated district in Australia, and has the poorest soil ; 
a belt of land parallel to the sea, from twenty to forty 
miles in breadth, is either light sand, -dotted with 
picturesque, unprofitable scrub, or a stiff clay or iron- 
stone, thickly covered with hard-wood timber and 
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underwood. After passing this belt, to which the 
colonists confined themselyes for more than ten years, 
with a few spirited exceptions, the soil improves a 
little ; that is to say, narrow tracks of a rich aUuvial 
character are found on the banks of the rirers, but the 
greater proportion consists of Jbrest on a poor, impene- 
trable soil, which defies the perseyerance of the most 
skilled agriculturist : the deeper you go the worse it is. 

Camden has a moderate extent of cultivable land, 
including the singular district of Ulawarra, which is 
at once one of the jnoEit beantifvil and fertile spots in 
the world, in regard both to. the luxuriance and vari- 
ety of its vegetable productions. The pastures of 
Camden are extensive, and were considered important 
until the discovery of the western andsouthem plains. 

These are almost the only counties much named 
colonially ; other parts of the colonies are chiefly 
known as districts, and the counties which fill up so 
much space on the maps are seldom named. We 
give a list of them with population in another 
chapter. 

The dryness of the counties of Camden and Cum- 
berland, in which, in the couiBe of the year, nearly 
as much rain falls as in the counties of Essex and 
Sussex, is greatly owing to the stiff clay of which the 
soil is chiefly composed, through which the rain can- 
not easily filter, or from which springs can with diffi- 
culty burst forth. Boring on the artesian plan has 
been recently adopted with success. 

To describe in Retail the character of each county 
and each district would be a difficult, an intermina- 
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ble, and, to the reader, a wearisome task. Many, 
after being charmed with the exquisitely picturesque 
appearance of Port Jackson and Sydney, on a very 
cursory inspection of the surrounding country, come 
to the conclusion that the whole province of New 
South* Wales is a barren desert, only fit for feeding 
sheep, — a conclusion which is not more correct than 
to judge of the -agricultural capabilitieiS of England by 
Dartmoor, or of France by the *' Landes." 

Within the Sydney district are the towns of Para- 
matta, Windsor, and Liverpool ; but, in consequence 
of the dispersion incident to the pastoral pursuits 
which have hitherto formed the chief employment of 
Australia, there are really no towns in the European 
sense of the word, with the exc'feption of the three 
capitals, Sydney, Melbourne, and Adelaide, and Gee- 
long in Victoria, which, being the port to a rich dis- 
trict, is likely to rival Melbourne. The other towns 
with imposing names are mere villages, with a gaol, 
a magistrate's office, some stores, and a great many 
public-honses. 

Taking Sydney as the starting-point, we propose to 
survey the general features of the settled and pasto- 
ral districts, proceeding first towards the north, and 
returning to Port Jackson, traveling along the coast 
to the other two colonies. 

The three great colonies of ISTew South Wales, Vic- 
toria, late Port Phillip, and South Australia, occupy 
a continuous coast line, extending from Wide Bay, 
in New South Wales, to Oape Adieu, in South Aus- 
tralia. With the exception of the small and unsuc- 
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cessfhl colony of Western Australia, or Swan River, 
the remaining coast line of this island-continent is 
unsettled, and only inhabited by wandering savages 
or stray parties of whalers and sealers. Attempts 
have been made more than once to form settlements 
in Northern Anstralia, but they have been abandon- 
ed, and will not probably be renewed until the older 
colonists find the need of further extensions inland, or 
some coal stations are established for the numerous 
steamers which are now plying between England and 
the gold regions. 

The three colonies are only divided by imaginary 
lines, so easy are the means of inland intercommuni- 
cation. Overland journeys have been executed be- 
tween all by parties driving great herds over an 
untracked country. 

The principal ports to the north of Port Jackson 
are Broken Bay, the mouth of the River Hawkesbury, 
up which vessels of one hundred tons can proceed for 
four miles beyond the town of Windsor, which is one 
hundred and forty miles by the river, and about forty 
miles in a direct line irom the coast. Broken Bay is 
not a safe harbor, being much exposed to the east and 
south-east as well as the north-west winds. 

Port Hunter is the mouth of the Hunter River, 
which receives the waters of the Rivers Williams and 
Paterson. It is navigable for about thirty-five miles 
by waterway, and twenty-five miles in a direct line 
from the coast. This stream was formerly called the 
Coal River. On the bay sheltered by Nobby Island 
stands Newcastle, a town which owes its name of 
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importance to the coal-fields by which it is surrounded. 
The soil in the neighborhood is for the most part bar- 
ren. On the opposite northern shore ot the bay are 
East and West Maitland, the outports of the great 
squatting district of Liverpool Plains ; and, foar miles 
further, Morpeth, the port of the Hunter's River 
Company. A regular steam-boat traffic in all the 
produce of the Hunter's Eiver district is carried on 
between Morpeth, Maitland, Newcastle, and Sydney, 
from which they are distant about eighty miles, the 
cheapness of steam communication having led to the 
abandonment of the road formed at immense cost by 
convict labor over the mountainous, barren country 
inland between Sydney and the Hunter's River. 

The Hunter's River is subject to droughts, but 
otherwise one of the oldest and finest agricultural 
districts. Vine cultivation is carried on there suc- 
cessfully, on a large scale. Its tributaries, the Wil- 
liams and Paterson Rivers, are both navigable for a 
greater distance than the Hunter, the Williams uni- 
ting at twenty miles and the Paterson at thirty-five 
miles from Newcastle. They give access to districts 
which are cooler and better supplied with rain than 
the Hunter. 

Maitland owes its double name to the government 
having laid out East Maitland during the land-buy- 
ing mania, with its usual infelicity, three miles up 
the river, at a point too shallow for steajn-boats to 
approach; on which shrewd speculators laid out 
West Maitland along-side the deep water. Thus a 
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town of a single street, with inns for the accommoda- 
tion of squatters, sprang up. 

The conntrj round is flat, sometimes flooded, and 
produces flne crops of wheat and Indian com. Along 
the Paterson the country is undulating and fertile, 
surrounded by hills which attract rain, and render it 
better adapted for cattle than sheep. Tobacco culti- 
vation has been successfully pursued : thriving farms 
occupy the banks of the rivers, which fetch a good 
price, either to sell or rent Kangaroos, plentiful a 
few years ago, are becoming scarce ; but wild ducks 
may be shot on the river, and good fish caught. 

In April the winter sets in and continues until 
September, with nights cold enough to make a fire 
pleasant, and sharp frost at daybreak. 

In October tlie summer commences, and the wheat 
harvest in November. Then in the Hunter district 
the hot winds commence, blow for three days, and 
not unjfrequently blight wheat just coming into ear : 
they are usually succeeded by a sharp soutiierly gale, 
accompanied by rain, which soon makes everything 
not actually blighted look green again. This more 
particularly refers to the Paterson. At Segenhoe, 
one of the most beautiful estates in New South Wales, 
which extends in romantic park-like scenery for six 
miles along the Kiver Hunter, in the county of Bris- 
bane, three years have sometimes elapsed before the 
fall of rain. 

Tlie Hunter River may be considered a favorable 
specimen of an accessible and long-settled district. 
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The river is now not only the means of communica- 
tion by the sea for the produce of its immediate ter- 
ritory, but also for all the wool and all the supplies 
interchanged by the great squatting district of New 
England and Liverpool Plains, to which access is 
obtained by a deep cleft through a spur of the Aus- 
tralian Cordilleras, called the Liverpool Kange, which 
bounds the Liverpool Plains in a northerly direction. 
A great and increasing steam communication exists 
between Sydney and the River Hunter. 

Port Stephens is a large estuary fifteen miles in 
length and contracted to about a mile in breadth in 
the centare, into which the Kivers Karuah and Myall 
flow. The Karuah is navigable for twelve miles only 
for small craft to Booral, a village built by the Aus- 
tralian Agricultural Company. The valley of the 
Karuah, in the county of Gloucester, is chiefly in the 
possession of the Australian Agricultural Company, 
and pronounced by Count Strzelecki one of the finest 
agricultural districts in the colony. The company in 
England were desirous of opening it to colonization, 
as they found farming and stockfeeding at the dis- 
tance of sixteen thousand miles an unprofitable pur- 
suit ; but their resident servants threw so many 
obstacles in the way that the project failed, and within 
one hundred miles of Sydney colonization is checked 
by a monopolist oasis. 

On this estate some of the rarest birds of Australia 
are found. The wonga wonga pigeon {Lev^^arda 
picata) is a large bird, with white flesh, excellent 
eating, with handsome black-patched plumage, which 
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spends moet of its time upon the gronnd, ^^ feeding 
npon the seeds of stones of the fallen fruits of the 
towering trees under whose shade it dwells, seldom 
exposing itself to the rays of the sun, or seeking the 
open part of- the forest, whence when disturbed it 
rises with a loud fluttering, like a pheasant. Its 
flight is not of long duration, being merely employed 
to remove it to |i sufficient distance to avoid detection 
by again descending to the ground or mounting the 
branch of a tree. It is a species which bears con- 
finement well." 

In Port Stephens harbor, at certain times of the 
year, the aborigines may be seen fishing and disport- 
ing in their canoes, harmless, but in their habits as 
uncivilized as when their ancestors were seen by 
Cook and Dampier. 

The park-like scenery, the neatness of the cottages 
provided by the company for their servants, the rich- 
ness of the vegetation, and the fertility of gardens full 
of the choicest fruits and flowers, render this one of 
the counties which the traveler who can afford the 
time should visit, as it affords a pleasing contrast to 
the dry, barren country round Sydney, in the county 
of Cumberland. 

From Booral the Australian Company have an over- 
land commimication with their stations on Liverpool 
Plains, but they ship most of their wool at the 
Hunter. 

In the orchards of the Australian Agricultural Com- 
pany at Port Stevens, Count Strzelecki mentions that 
he saw an example of the extensive range which the 



POBT STBPHSSrS. S71 

beantifal climate of New South Wales embraces in 
its isothermal lines — the English oak flourishing by 
the side of the banana, which again was surrounded 
by vines, lemons, and orange trees of luxuriant growth. 
" To the southward of Port Stephens are a series of 
thriving farms spreading along the Gk)ulbum, Pages, 
Hunter, Paterson, and Williams Eivers, which com- 
prise an agricultural district of 2,000 square miles in 
extent. The excellent harbor of Newcastle, good 
water and tolerable roads, a coal mine, soil well adapt- 
ed for wheat, barley, turnips, the vine, and European 
fruits, and a situation most favorable to the applica- 
tion of irrigation, render this district one of the rich- 
est and most important in the colony." 

And Captain Stokes, in " The Voyage of the Bea- 
gle," says, "A change took place in the features of 
this portion of the eastern coast : a number of conical 
hills, from four to six hundred feet in height, present- 
ed themselves. Two very remarkable headlands, 
Wacaba and Tomare, constitute the entrance points 
of Port Stephens. The sea face of Tomare is a high 
line of cliffs. 

" On the side of a hill, two miles and a half within 
the narrowest part of the harbor, is Tahlee, the resi- 
dence of the superintendent. It stands on the crest 
of a steep, grassy slope, over which are scattered nu- 
merous small, bushy lemon trees^ the deep verdure 
of their foliage, interspersed witlT golden fruits, con- 
trasting charmingly with the light green carpet from 
which they spring. 

" At the foot of this declivity a screen of trees, ri- 
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edng to a considerable heigbt, almoet shuts out the 
view of the water, though breaks here and there allow 
small patches to be seen. 

'^ I ascended to Booral, twelve miles up the river 
E^aruahy where all goods are landed for the company's 
stations. The treasurer resides there in a charming 
cottage almost covered with roses and honeysuckles. 
About two miles within the entrance the river winds 
between high and steep banks, densely covered with 
creepers, acacias, and other vegetation of a tropical 
character, hanging in festoons, the ends floating in 
the water. 

^^ We were as much delighted as surprised with the 
richness of the vegetation, when compared with its 
dry, parched appearance at Sydney — another stri- 
king characteristic of Australia." 

The next harbor after leaving Port Stephens is Port 
Macquarie, which is the outlet of the rivers Hastings 
and Wilson. 

Port Macquarie is a bar harbor, into which vessels 
drawing more than nine feet water cannot safely en- 
ter, but there is a good anchorage outside. Tlie river 
Hastings cannot be ascended more than ten miles by 
vessels of any burden ; but from the mountains where 
it rises it flows in a full although not deep stream for 
fifty miles, traversing an undulating district, chiefly 
open forest. 

Port Macquarie was first founded as a penal settle- 
ment. It is the commencement of a fertile semi-trop- 
ical district, extending to Moreton Bay, which wjis 
deservedly exciting attention until the gold disco v- 
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eries drew enterprise and the stream of emigi*ation in 
another direction. 

The following striking picture is from the work of 
a gentleman who was the first to draw public atten- 
tion to this fine district : * 

" On entering the surf of the bar of Port Macqua- 
rie, immediately beyond the last breaker, the mirror- 
like surface of the riv^er extends in a long reach, 
whilst on the left, dark serpentine rocks protect the 
smooth round eminence, covered with greensward, 
and crowned by a signal-post, fire-beacon, and wind- 
mill. A little further on is the town, built on a gen- 
tle rise, the tall, square church-tower rising conspicu- 
ously in the highest part. A grove of magnificent 
trees encircles the port, whilst, turning to the west 
and north-west, appears a wide extent of forest coun- 
try, the windings of the valley among the mountain 
ranges through which the River Wilson flows ; Mount 
Gaoolapatamba being sufficiently near to enable one 
to distinguish every tree on its grassy declivities." 

The soil of the country in the county of Cumber- 
land round Sydney appears barren, the vegetation 
harsh and dismal, but " on the coast of Port Macqua- 
rie dense thickets of cabbage-palms and myrtle-trees 
extend down the rocky declivities, even within reach 
of the spray, and every unwooded patch is covered 
with grass, while the lofty forest rising luxuriantly 
close to the sea presents a striking contrast to the 

* *'Port MaoquArie to Moreton Bay, first explored and snryejed 
by Clement Hodgkinson." 

L* 18 
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stunted Banksia thickets and disiccated shmbs on the 
sandstone ronnd Sydney. The mountains approach- 
ing near the cost collect vapors from the sea, and 
cause frequent rains ; in summer heavj thunderstorms 
mitigate the heat/' 

The River Hastings was discovered by Mr. Oxley, 
a late 8urveyor*general, on the report of two ship- 
wrecked mariners whom he rescued on the coast 

It has been calculated that there are twelve million 
fertile acres well watered by small streams. The di- 
viding range of mountains rises upwards of six thou- 
sand feet ; on the other side lie the Liverpool Plains, 
one of the finest sheep districts in the colony. A road 
has been made across the mountains for bringing 
wool down to Port Macquarie. 

Shoal Bay, the next harbor, is the embouchure of 
the Biver Clarence, navigable for steamers for more 
than fifty miles, flowing through a rich and fertile 
country: large boats have ascended as far as ninety 
miles. It was surveyed and made public in 1839 by 
a private expedition under the charge of S. Perry, 
Esq., deputy surveyor-general, but had previously 
been discovered and settled by a party of cedar cut- 
ters. The average width is from 450 to 600 yards, 
with a depth of from six to twenty feet water, the 
banks from ten to twenty-five feet above high-water 
mark. 

It is right to mention that this district and the im- 
mediate plains lying between Bichmond Biver, forty 
miles north of Shoal Bay, and as far north as Wide 
Bay, are all taken up and stocked under squatting ' 
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licences. The soil is rich and <he water advantages 
saperior, but the climate more hot and less heitlthj 
than the plains on the other side of the way. 

" The cotmtry available for grazing at this river is 
of excellent quality, generally level, and affords 
greater facilities for shipping wool than at Port Mac- 
quarie." 

The next port and centre and site of the capital of 
all this district is Moreton Bay, into which flows 
the Brisbane River, discovered by Mr. Oxley, on an 
exploring expedition, in December, 1828. He re- 
ported that " when examining Moreton Bay we had 
the satisfaction to find the tide sweeping up a consid- 
erable inlet between the first mangrove island and 
the mainland. A few hours ended our anxiety : the 
water became perfectly fresh, and no diminution had 
t^en place in the size of the river after passing Sea 
Beach. The scenery was peculiarly beautiful; the 
country along the banks alternately hilly and level, 
but not flooded ; the soil of the finest description of 
good brush land, on which grew timber of great mag- 
nitude, some of a description quite unknown to us, 
among others a magnificent species of pine.* Up to 
this point the river was navigable for vessels not 
drawing more than sixteen feet water. The tide rose 
about five feet, being the same as at the entrance. 
We proceeded about thirty miles further, no diminu- 
tion having taken place in either the depth or the 
breadth of the river, except in one place, for the ex- 

* The pine forests mark the oommmencement and the boundaries 
of intertropical AustnOia. 
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te&t of thirty yards, where a ridge of detached rocks 
extended across the river, not having more than 
twelve feet upon them at high water. 

"From this period to Termination Hill the river 
oontinned nearly of uniform size. Hie tide ascends 
daily fifty miles up the month of the Brisbane. The 
country on either side is of very superior description, 
and equally well adapted for cultivation or grazing." 

On Mr. Oxley's report, which further explorations 
have proved to be in no degree exaggerated, a penal 
settlement was founded at Brisbane, and, among other 
experiments for employing the prisoners, sugar was 
cultivated, until a flood swept the machinery away. 
There is no doubt that the climate and soil of the 
Moreton Bay district, by which it is better known 
than by its parliamentary title, county of Stanley, 
would produce sugar and cotton ; but that those crops 
would be remunerative to capitalists at the present or 
probable price of labor in Australia is more than 
doubtful. Whether any tropical cultivation could be 
successfully candied on by families of small freehold- 
ers remains yet to be tried. At some future period, 
when New South Wales has the power of promoting 
colonization without consulting Downing-street, per- 
haps families of Germans of the classes who have at 
times settled with very little success in Brazil may be 
induced to try the experiment. 

Moreton Bay is forty-five miles in length, and 
twenty in breadth, enclosed between the two islands 
of Stradbroke and Maitland. This harbor is rendered 
unsafe by many shoals, and narrow winding passages. 
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Moreton Bay Island is nineteen miles in length, and 
four and a half in breadth. It consists of a series of 
sand hills, one of which is nine hundred feet in 
height, quite barren in an agricultural point of view, 
but producing a cypress which is a good furniture 
wood. 

The Kiver Brisbane flows into the bay about the 
middle of its western side, with a bar on which there 
are not more than eleven feet of water at flood tide. 
Large vessels have to anchor above five miles off, un- 
der the shelter of one of the islands. 

The towns of Brisbane, North and South, are four- 
teen miles from the mouth of the river, and tliirty-five 
miles from Ipswich, on the Eiver Bremer, an inland 
' port for shipping wool from the Moreton Bay and 
Clarence districts. 

Steam communication is maintained between Bris- 
bane and Ipswich, and between Moreton Bay and 
Sydney. 

From Moreton Bay a considerable trade is carried 
on with Sydney, and other less-favored settlements, 
especially the Moreton Bay pine {Am*aea/ria Oumr 
nm^hami), which is of the same quality as the Nor- 
folk Island pine, as Veil as wool and tallow, the sta- 
ples of the country. 

In the bay and on the coast the aborigines eagerly 
pursue the dugong, a species of small whale, gener- 
ally known to the colonists as the sea-pig. The head 
of the dugong is small in proportion to his body, and 
is most singularly shaped. The upper lip is very 
thick and flattened at the extremity. It is to this 
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queer looking anoat, we presame, that the animal is 
indebted for the swinish cognomen hj which it is or- 
dinarily known. The dngong has a thick, smooth 
8kin« with a few hairs scattered over its sur&ce. Its 
color is bluish on the back, with a white breast and 
belly. Li size the fuU grown male has never, we be- 
lieve, been found more than eighteen or twenty feet 
long; but those commonly taken are much less than 
this. 

The food of the dugong consists chiefly of marine 
vegetables, which it finds at the bottom of inlets, in 
comparatively shallow water, where it is easily cap- 
tured. Its flesh resembles good beef, and is much 
esteemed. . The oil obtained from its fat is peculiarly 
clear and limpid, and is free from any disagreeable 
smell, such as most animal oils are accompanied with. 
It has not yet been produced in sufficient quantities 
to acquire a recognized market value. 

The blacks devour the carcass roasted, after ex- 
pressing the oil for sale to the colonists. A per- 
fumer in Sydney tried to convert this oil into a 
new mixture for the hair : unfortunately, on exper- 
iment on himself and wife, it produced baldness in- 
stead of luxuriance ; yet its appearance is as fine as 
sperm. 

Behind Moreton Bay, on the other side of the 
mountain range, forming a district of high table land 
and cool temperature, are the Darling Downs, a mag- 
nificent sheep country, whi^ is also accessible from 
the Clarence River. 

The climate of the Moreton Bay district, like nearly 



DBSGBIFTION OF THE BAINT SEASON. 279 

all the district north of Port Macquarie, is too hot for 
wheat, which grows luxuriantly, but is subject to 
bligjit : for sheep and cattle there is no finer country, 
and maize and all semi-tropical productions grow in 
perfection. Grapes ripen, but are too subject to frosts 
to make good wine. 

A very short distance from the town of Brisbane, 
the clearings end, and the forest commences, now 
green trees, then pine, then open plains, and well- 
watered valleys. 

The rainy season of this intertropical region has 
been graphically described by Mr. Mossmau : 

" Masses of dense scud rise up from the Pacific 
Ocean towards the interior, until they are checked 
by the southerly wind blowing over the higher, colder 
New England country on the other side of the moun- 
tain ranges), and packed into a uniform mass shroud- 
ing the heavens ; a stifling sultriness succeeds, the 
lightning bursts forth from the lurid gloom, flash suc- 
ceeds with fearful rapidity — now forked from the 
zenith, anon like a chain around the verge of the ho- 
rizon, while the crash of thunder resounds. The flood- 
gates of ihe black canopy ai^ opened — the rain de- 
scends in torrents with aloud pattering — soon the 
narrow tributaries of the river are swollen, some ri- 
sing as much as fifty feet in twelve -hours — the sur- 
rounding plains are deluged. In the five months of 
rain, the earth becomes saturated, the forests drip 
continually, while the nearly vertical sun creates a 
warm, humid,^ unhealthy atmosphere." 

Ophthalmia and general debility follow this kind 
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of weather ; but the author of the paaeage jnst quoted « 
considers that if Indian bungalows were erected by 
the settlers, instead of naked English cottages, in^v 
of the ill effects of the rainy season would be avoided. 

In the Moreton Bay districts may be found many 
establishments containing all the luxuries of Europe- 
elegant houses, gardens, libraries, music, pictures, and 
wives in Parisian bonnets. 

Wide Bay, beyond Moreton Bay, and the boundary 
of the county of Stanley, is'the last port of the colo- 
ny of New South Wales : it receives the waters of the 
Mary Fitzroy Kiver. The land is undulating, well 
timbered, covered with good grass, and suited for 
homed stock.- Within.the last five years a consider- 
able number of stations have been formed there, and 
the country taken up in cattle runs for more than 200 
miles in the interior. Gold, too, has been found in 
small quantities in this district. In the 27th parallel 
of the Wide Bay district grows the bunya-bunya tree, 
a species of pine, often from sevente^i to twenty feet 
in circumference, and upwards of one hundred feet 
in height, which, once in three years, yields a harvest 
of cones about a foot lofkg and thre^ quarters in diam- 
eter, containing seeds or kernels, which the natives 
triennially journey to collect, roast, ai||i eat, after- 
wards enjoying the relaxation of a little fighting. 

Orders have been issued by the colonial government 
that no stations be planted and no stock ruur in this 
bunya-bunya country, which occupies a space of 
about fifty miles by ten in breadth. It will be diffi- 
cult to enforce this order. 
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Dr. Leichardt, one ol the scientific travelers who 
has, we fear, like Ciuminghain, Gilbert, and Kennedy, 
fallen a victizn to his adyenturoos courage in an at- 
tempt to penetrate overland to Swan River, passed 
some time in the Moreton Bay district, preparing 
himself for the successful journey he afterwards made 
overland, in 18M, to Port Essington in Northern Aus- 
tralia. In a letter addressed to Professor Owen, which 
is quoted in that eminent physiologist's " Report on 
the Extinct Mammals of Australia," read at the an- 
nual meeting of the British Association, July, 1845, 
and which accompanied a box of fossil bones from 
Darling Downs, he describes his life in terms which 
sound sadly and strangely affecting, now that we have 
so much reason to fear that, after succeeding in his 
first, he has perished in his second enterprise : 

"Living here as the bird lives which flies from tree 
to tree — living on the kindness of a friend fond of 
my science, or on the hospitality of the settler and 
squatter — with a little mare, I traveled more than ' 
3,500 n^les, zigzag, from^Newcastle to wide Bay, be- 
ing often my own groom, cook, washerwoman, geolo- 
gist and botanist, at the same4ime ; and I delighted 
in this life. When next you hear of me, it will be 
either that I am lost and dead, or that I have succeed- 
ed in penetrating through the interior to Port Es- 
sington." 

Leichardt set out on this expedition, and left Tim- 
ba, the last station on the Darling Downs, September, 
1844, and reached Port Essington in December of the 
same year. The privations he endured were terrible. 
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Mr. Oilberty a naturalist in the employment of Mr. 
Oonld, fell a sacrifice to the savages. More than once 
the bronze-winged pigeon, flying to water, saved them 
from dying of thirst. 

To the parties engaged in this expedition, the Legis- 
lative Council voted £1,000, and £1,500 was raised 
by privat8 subscription for the same purpose. Of 
these two sums, £1,450 were presented to Dr. Lei- 
chardt. He lost no time in preparing a second expe- 
dition, for the purpose of " exploring the interior of 
Australia, the extent of Sturt's Desert, and the char- 
acter of the western and north-western coast, and to 
observe the gradual change in vegetation and animal 
life from one side of the continent to the other.'' 

This expedition set out in December, 1846, and was 
expected to occupy not less than two years and a half 
in reaching Swan River. The following is the last 
letter ever received from him, addressed to a friend 
in Sydney : 

"I take the last opportunity of giring you an account of my 
progress. For eleven days we traveled from Mr. Birell's station, 
on the Condamine, to Mr. Macpherson*s, on the Fitzroy Downs. 
Though the country was occasionally very difficulty yet everything 
went on welL My mules are in excellent order, my companions in 
excellent spirita Three of my cattle are footsore, but I shall kiU 
one of them to-night to lay in our necessary stock of dried beef. 

" The Fitzroy Downs, over which we traveled for about twenty- 
two miles from east to west» is indeed a splendid region, and Sir 
Thomas MitoheU has not exaggerated their beauty in his account 
The soil is pebbly and sound, and richly grassed, and, to judge from 
the myall, of most fattening quality. I cime right on Mount Abun- 
dance, and passed over a gap of it with my whole train. My lati- 
tude agreed well with Mitchell's. I fear that the absence of water 
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on Fitzroy Downs will render this fine country to a great degree 
nnftvailable. I observe the thermometer at 6 a. x. and p. m., which 
are the only convenient hours. I have tried the wet thermoCoeter, 
but I am afraid my observations will be very deficient. I shall, 
however, improve on them as I proceed. The only serious accident 
that has happened was the loss of a spade ; but we are fortunate 
enough to make it up on this station, where the superintendent is 
going to spare us one of his. 

"Though the days are still very hot, the beautiful, clear nights 
are cool, and benumb the musquitoep, which have ceased to trouble 
us. Myriadsvof flies are the only annoyance we have. 

"Seeing how much I have been favored in my present progress, 
I am fall of hope that our Almighty Protector will allow me to 
bring my darling scheme to a successful termination, 
" Your most sincere friend, 

"LuDWia LlEICHABnT. 

•* Mr. Magphkeson's Station, Coooon, April 8, 1848." 

In 1852 it seems hopeless ever to expect to hear of 
brave Leichardt. 

It would be impossible in any reasonable space to 
convey a correct idea of the physical character of a 
country like Melbourne, Port Jackson and Wide Bay, 
which extends over more than eight hundred miles 
of coast range alone. But the distinctive features of 
this north-eastern coast, as far as Moreton Bay, have 
been very clearly summed up by Mr. Clement Hodg- 
kinson, in his before-quoted work : 

" First. Its geological formation, which, instead of 
being sandstone, which so generally predominates on 
the Hunter, consists of rocks of primitive or transition 
origin, such as granite, trap, ancient limestone, slates, 
&c., all which in Australia famish, by their decom- 
position, a much more fertile surface than sandstone. 
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" Secondly. The mountainous nature of the coun- 
try, the great altitude of the mountains exceeding six 
thousand feet above the level of the sea, and their 
proximity to the coast. 

" Thirdly. The abundance of water and the prox- 
imity of navigable rivers. From Moreton Bay to 
Macquarie, in 270 miles of coast, there are nine rivers 
with bar harbors, which can be entered by coasting 
vessels and small steamers, viz, the Brisbiyie, Tweed, 
Clarence, Bellergen, Macleary, Hastings, Camden 
Haven, and the Manning. 

" Lastly. The fitness of the rich alluvial soil, which 
extends in continuous narrow borders of brush land 
along these rivers, for tropical cultivation (if labor 
could be applied at not too great a cost nt clearing 
away the brush)," 

Thus it will be observed that the north and north- 
eastern track of New South Wales, lying between the 
mountains and the sea, is exempt from the aridity 
which characterizes a large portion of Australia. 

Ketracing our steps, we will now take a glance at 
what may be called the transmontane regions, lying 
parallel to the coast district just described, separated 
by the dividing range of the Blue Mountains, or, as it 
has lately been termed, the Australian Cordilleras. 

Passing the dividing range which separates the hot 
lower countries, watered by the Brisbane and the Clar- 
ence, we reach Darling Downs, (discovered by Allan 
Cunningham, the king's botanist, in 1830, when he 
traveled from Sidney to Moreton Bay by land), which 
are watered by the riv'"r of the same name. These 
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downs are piEurt of a syBtem of high {able lands con^ 
tinned toward the north, where its boundaries are in- 
definite, by the Fitzroy Downs, discovered by Sir 
Thomas Mitchell in 1846, and toward the south by the 
New England district and the Liverpool Plains, 
bounded on the south by the great dividing or Liver- 
pool range, through which Pandora's Pass gives exit 
to the Hunter River; and thus, with intervals of 
mountain range. or« desert, a series of pastoral plains 
run parallel with the interior of the mountain range 
which encircles the eastern coast of Australia, inclu- 
ding the Goulbum, Bathurst district, the Maneroo or 
Brisbane Downs, and the Murray district, which flow 
into, if we may use the term, the province of Victoria. 
And in this series of pastoral plains the climate is 
considerably modified by their altitude above the sea. 
It was these plains, where fine-wooled sheep increase 
and multiply at the least possible expense, which first 
gave exports and wealth to Australia. Before the 
shepherd and his flock, the savageiiand the emu grad- 
ually disappear. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

JOUBNBT FROM POBT JACKSON TO PORT PHILLIP. 

BOTAKT BAT — ILLAWAKRA — RAILWAY TO »&▼» BAT TWOFOLD BAT — 

BOTD TOWN AND RDRN FORT FHILLIP BAT — WILLIAMS* TOWN — MXL- 

BOURNB — GBBLONG — PORTLAND BAT •— DITIS10N8 OP YICTrOBIA PROT- 

DfOB QWn' LAND DISGOTXRT — THR LTUE BIRD OP QJFTH* LAND 

eRASS TREES — THE PUR AS A NTS OR MOCKINO BINDS Of AVSTRAUA. 

In traversing the coast from Port Jackson to Port 
Phillip there is a singular absence of good harbors. 
Tlie first, Botany Bay, fourteen miles from Port Jack- 
son, receives the waters of the George River, on 
which the township of Liverpool was planted by 
Macquarie, but has not flourished ; and the Cook's 
Eiver, which has been dammed, for the purpose of 
affording a supply of fresh water to Sydney. Botany 
Bay is unsheltered, and offered indifferent accommo- 
dations for small vessels. A brass plate on the cliffs 
marks the spot where Captain Cook first landed ; and 
the stranger may drink from the well of fresh water 
opened by the illustrious navigator. 

Between Botany Bay and Shoalhaven is Ulawarra, 
also known as the Five Islands, one of the most fertile 
and wildly beautiful districts in the world, which, 
from the peculiarity of its situation, bounded by the 
sea for eighteen miles, running north and south, and 
by a mountain chain, which encircles about 150,000 
acres, unites the peculiarities of both temperate and 
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tropical cKmates, — a sort of Norway or Switzerlaiid 
rocks, lakes, fat alluvial valleys, under a southern 
sun, tempered by breezes from the sea. We descend 
from the landward side by crossing a range of hills 
1,500 feet in height, so precipitous that it is difficult 
for a horseman to ride down, and, without dismount- 
ing, impossible for a loaded dray. 

The communication with Sydney, which it supplies 
with large quantities of fruit, vegetables, and agricul- 
tural produce, is chiefly carried on by coasters from 
the small harbor of WoUongong, a favorite resort for 
invalids. Here is a celebrated show garden, where 
may be seen fruits and watercress, with oranges, pom- 
egranates, nectarines, and bananas. Here is Illawarra 
Lake, too, than which it is scarcely possible to con- 
ceive anything more picturesquely beautiful, envi- 
roned by rocks and tropical vegetation, peopled with 
bright-colored birds. 

At Illawarra the palm and tlie tree-fern flourish, 
and from land as fertile and cultivation as careful as 
that of Devonshire. A short walk may bring you to 
a camp of aborigines, sheltering from the warm rain 
beneath their gunyah, the nearest approach to a hut 
which these poor creatures have contrived. 

Jervis Bay is eighty miles from Sydney, with 
an entrance two miles wide, and an inner harbor 
three leagues in length, safe for ships of the heaviest 
burden, with access to ample supplies of wood and 
water, and presents a total change of climate. Un- 
fortunately, tliis fine port is surrounded by a hope- 
lessly barren country. It has been su^^sted by Mr. 

M 19 
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Balfe, an experimental Australian sarveyor, that 
Jerm Baj should become the terminus of a railway 
fir6m the Bathurst district. 

A railway for wool and tallow would be a very 
doubtful speculation ; but recent eyents have laid the 
foundation for more important exports and imports. 
Perhaps by following Ae course of streams it would 
be possible to find workable gradients for a tramway 
on the Welsh or American plan. ^ 

The next port, Bateman's Bay, the outlet of the 
Clyde Biyer, is only accessible for coasters; but it 
has recently come into notice from the discovery of 
the Australian gold-diggings, distant only thirty^ 
miles ; that thirty miles being over a country of so 
difficult a character that a party with loaded pack- 
horses were three days in crossing it. 

The last harbor in the New South Wales district is 
Twofold Bay, 250 miles from Sydney, on which two 
townships have been founded, Eden by the govern- 
ment, and Boyd Town by the late Benjamin Boyd, 
with the funds of a Scotch company which he repre- 
sented. Eden has never been anything better than 
a project at the expense of a few foolish land specula- 
tors. Boyd Town'enjoyed a brief period of factitious 
prosperity, when the steamers, whalers, and yacht of 
the founder lay in harbor. It was at Boyd Town he 
appeared with almost viceroyal state, when laying the 
first stone of the never-lighted lighthouse ; and it was 
there that he landed the island cannibals whom he 
had purchased from their savage conquerors, with the 
view of reducing wages by introducing slavery into 
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Australia, rather than encourage shepherd families 
upon his boundless sheep-runs. 

The steep range of hills which separates Twofold 
Bay from the vast squatting district of Maneroo has 
hitherto, in spite of a road constructed at much ex- 
pense by Mr. Bojrd, to a great degree neutralized its 
advantageous position as the only harbor for large 
ships on a long line of coast. It is still used as a sta- 
tion for shore whalers, almost the oiily station in the 
colony. There has been a great falling off in the 
whaling operations of the Sydney merchants. The 
Australian whalers are for the most part of from 200 
to 300' tons burtlien. All on board, from the captain 
downwards, are paid by a share of the oil procured, 
which share is called, in whalemen's parlance, a 
" lay," and is proportioned of course to the rank and 
ability of the man. There is one feature of this trade 
in the Pacific which is not generally known, — the 
intercourse of those who follow it with the tribes of 
Polynesia. Whaling captains generally seek some 
of the islands for the purpose of procuring supplies of 
provisions, or of repairing slight damages sustained 
at sea; becaijpe in the first place, they can obtain 
provisions there at infinitely less cost than in any of 
the colonial ports ; and in the second place, they find 
it easier by this course to keep their men together. 
Supplies are frequently also procured in boats, with- 
out bringing the vessel to an anchor. These supplies, 
consisting of pigs and fowls, with yams, cocoanuts, 
bread-fruit, and other productions of a similar nature, 
are procured by barter : calicoes, hardware, common 
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tsinkete, and other matters likely to be prized b j the 
untutored islanders, being carried for that purpose. 
These articles are technically known as " trade." All 
the precautions which the captains can take are insuf- 
ficient to prevent occasional desertion ; and extraor- 
dinarily numerous as are the islands of ihe Pacific, 
there is scarcely one of them which has not one or 
more runaway sailors domesticated among the people 
who inhabit it 

From Twofold Bay, passing Cape Howe, which 
receives the point of the imaginary line dividing the 
provinces of New South Wales and Victoria, no har- 
bor presents itself until we reach Corner Inlet, within 
which is Alberton, on the Kiver Albert, the capital 
of the fine district of Gipps* Land, unfortunately ob- 
structed by a bar. Then follows Western Port, dis- 
covered by George Bass in his whale-boat, a port 
formed by two islands. Leaving Western Port, we 
enter the now world-famous Port Phillip, an inland 
sea, which receives the ships whose cargoes or pas- 
sengers are destined for the towns of Melbourne and 
Geelong. 

The entrance to Port Phillip Bay is little more 
than one mile and a half across. On the one hand 
Point Nepeaai, a low, sandy promontory, like a rabbit 
warren without rabbits, at the base of the cape : be- 
yond rises for a thousand feet Arthur's Seat, a woody 
range of hills, precipitous toward the sea, with barely 
room for a road between its foot and the flood-tide. 
In the distance, on the same margin. Mount Eliza, a 
range of hills, with extensive outline, mark the 
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botinds of Port Phillip Bay.. On the other side the 
lowlands of Indented Head and Shortland Bluff pre- 
sent a dull scene, sprinkled with funereal shiak or 
" she-oak trees." 

The rush of waters through the narrow canal into 
the Great Lake, nearly fifty miles in length by twen- 
ty-five in breadth, which forms Port Phillip, in cer- 
tain states of the wind and tide, creates a foaming, 
stormy whirl of water not a little alarming to the 
inexperienced landsman. Within the bay the waters 
calm down, and a beautiful and picturesque scene is 
unrolled. 

At Port Phillip Bay the great divdding range 
which runs parallel at varying distances from the 
eoast from Wide Bay, penetrating New South Wales 
under. various names (the Blue Mountains near Syd- 
ney, the Australian Alps in Gipps' Land), seems' to 
sink into the sea across Bass' Straits, w^here its course 
is marked by a chain of islands, and reappeai*8 with 
the same character in Van Diemeu's Land. 

Thus it is that, sailing up the bay, the scenery 
changes : the rugged cliffs and alpine ranges of the 
east coast give way to undulating grassy plains, 
sprinkled with picturesque hills. The western arm 
of Port Phillip, extending about twenty miles, opens 
the course to Geelong. Li sailing up the bay the 
hills around Geelong appear covered with cultivation. 

Ships of burden for Melbourne cas^t anchor in Hob- 
son's Bay, at the mouth of the Eiver Yarra, off Wil- 
liams Town, which is built on a flat promontory, with 
three sides to the water. Williams Town was laid 
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oat bj Sir Bichard Bonrke as the seaport of Port 
Phillip, for which the sitaation affords advantages ; 
but the want of good drinking water has hitherto 
hindered it from making any progress since the years 
of the mania when town lots were sold there at a great 
price. It contains the harbor master's residence, two 
or three public-houses, a few butchers' shops, a cler- 
gyman's house, and a small temporary church. An 
aqueduct or water-pipes would soon make Williams 
Town an important place. 

The shores of the Yarra are so even with Hobson's 
Bay that from the anchorage the entrance can scarcely 
be distinguished. 

From Hobson's Bay, taking a boat for a mile, a 
walk or ride of a mile and a half will bring the trav- 
eler to Melbourne, but by the winding channel of 
the river, which is just wide and deep enough to 
admit the steamers which ply constantly from Sydney 
and Greelong, the distance is seven miles. 

" Passing the junction of the Maryburrong, or Salt- . 
water River, on the bank of which are beautiful villa 
sites, the Melbourne racecourse, and several establish- 
ments for boiling down sheep and cattle into tallow, 
which give out a most villainous odor, the city, of 
which only an indistinct glimpse was to be observed 
from the bay, comes in view ; the cathedral, a heavy 
building, without a tower or a steeple ; and the gov- 
ernment offices, built of stone, without ornament, on 
the highest point of the hill." The voyage ends in a 
sort of pool, where steamers can find room to turn 
round and take up a berth alongside the quay. A 
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breakwater has been erected on the foundation of a 
natural ledge of rocks, which effectually divides the 
fresh water from the salt. 

Melbourne occupies two sides of a valley, East 
Hill and West Hill, of very fertile soil. Inferior in 
port accommodation and picturesque beauty to Syd- 
,ney, it has the advantage of being in the midst of 
productive corn-fields, gardens, vineyards, and pas- 
tures. 

The principal street is a mile long, crossed at right 
angles by other streets of half that length : a macada- 
mized causeway runs down the middle, leaving a 
strip on each side to be converted into mud in the 
rainy season. The footpaths for the most part are of 
gravel, with kerb-stones. So far there is an improve- 
ment. Some years ago a traveler was shocked the 
day after his arrival by seeing among the casual an- 
nouncements in a local paper " Another child drowned 
in the Streets of Melbourne." 

The buildings present the irregularity incident to 
all colonial towns : occasionally great gaps of buil- 
ding land are to be found representing investments 
made eight or ten years ago by absentee speculators. 
The chief lion work of Melbourne is a stone bridge 
across the Yarra, of the same size and proportions as 
the centre arch of London-bridge, which cost an 
enormous sum. 

The population was about twenty thousand in 1861 ; 
what it is now would be difficult to say. It is to be 
feared that houses will be built more rapidly than the 
present streets will be drained and rendered whole- 
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some. The lower part of Melbonme is subject to 
sadden floods from the falling of rains and melting of 
snow in the range of hills in which the Yarra takes 
its rise. An Australian flood is ^^ short, sharp, and 
decisive." 

From the snramit of either East or West Hill, by 
which the valley of Melbonme is formed, may be . 
seen Mount Macedon, the crowning mountain of a 
range of the same name thirty-five miles from the 
city, three thousand feet in height, covered with open 
forests, and the richest vegetation of Australia. 
Thence may be viewed the richest mountain in the 
world, the Mount Byng of its discoverer Mitchell, the 
Mount Alexander in gold-digging records. To the 
north of Mount Alexander is Mount Hope, from the 
summit of which the weary eyes of Mitchell were 
gladdened by all the sylvan pastoral glories of " Aus- 
tralia Felix." 

Fifty-four miles from Melbourne, by sea or by land, 
with access by steamers several times in the day, is 
Geelong, the western arm of Port Phillip, which 
" opens on the larboard hand of a vessel immediately 
upon clearing the shoals at the entrance of the Great 
Lake, standing between the miniature Bay of Corio 
with its picturesque green hills and sheltered water, 
and the Kiver Barwqn, which flows into the Lake 
Connemarra." 

The situation in the centre of one of the best gra- 
zing and agricultural districts, near* a gold-field, will 
probably render it an important town. A bar at the 
mouth of the harbor at present restricts the entry of 
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yessels drawing more than ten feet water ; but this, 
it is thought, may be removed by dredging. 

Should this be the case, the province of Victoria 
will enjoy the advantage of two excellent available 
ports, and have two great towns. In the other prov- 
inces there seems no probability of any rival compe- 
ting with Sydney or Port Adelaide. 

Forty miles from Geelong the Buninyong range 
forms part of the second series of mountains, after the 
termination of the Australian Alps. At Ballarat, one 
of the spurs of the Buninyong, the first gold-field in 
Victoria was worked, in the midst of plains of nne- 
qualed fertility. 

In proceeding along the coast to the point where 
an engineering line divides Victoria from South Aus- 
tralia, the whole coast line of the former, being about 
600 miles, the most important harbor is fiund in Port- 
land Bay, 255 miles from Melbourne. 

Three streams, none of them navigable, fall into 
this bay, which is little better than a roadstead, con- 
sidered especially dangerous when the south-easterly 
gales, which prevail during the summer months, are 
blowing. The government has recently been com- 
pelled to pay one pound a ton more for vessels des- 
patched to Portland Bay than to Hobson's Bay. The 
north shore is low ; the western rises in bold cliffs, 
upwards of 150 feet. 

It was at Portland Bay that one of tiie earli- 
est settlements was formed by one of Messrs. Hen- 
ty's whaling parties, on which the land explo- 
rers came, to their great surprise, after many 
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weekfi^B joamej through an nnknown, uninhabited 
country. 

The Portland Bay district receives streams from 
the Grampians, a range running to the northward, of 
which Mount William, the extreme eastern point, is 
4,500 feet in height. Mitchell ascended Mount Ab- 
rupt, on the south-eastern extremity of the Grampian 
range, and beheld from the edge of an almost perpen- 
dicular precipice, 1,700 feet in height, vast open plains 
bordered with forests and studded with lakes. " Cer- 
tainly a land more favorable could not be found. 
Flocks might be turned out upon its hills, or the plow 
at once set agoing upon its plains. No primaeval for- 
ests require to be first rooted out here, although there 
is as much timber as could be needed for utility or 
ornament" Australia Felix is one of the few regions 
in which the sanguine expectations of the discoverere 
have been realized. 

It will be found on examining a map of the prov- 
ince of Viotoria and of the Melbourne district, — and 
a most excellent one has been published by Mr. Ham, 
of Melbourne, — that it has three natural divisions. 
The central division, including Australia Felix and 
Mount Alexander, finds its natural port and capital 
in Melbourne. The western division, including Port- 
land Bay, for want of a better harbor, finds its outlet 
chiefly at Geelong. The easl^g^ division, including 
Gipps' Land, finds partly an outlet at Western Port ; 
but Gipps' Land must export and import through 
AlbertoiL 

Yictorift has many streams and rivulets, but no 
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rivers which are navigable in the European sense of 
the term. 

Gipps' Land was discoxtered by Connt Strzelecki, 
C. B., who is equally eminent as a scientific traveler 
and philanthropist. The honor has been claimed by 
Dr. Lang for a stockman, who commnnicated his dis- 
covery to his employers some months before the count 
published his report. This is probable. Stockmen 
have been the first explorers of most of the finest pas- 
ture districts of Australia ; but it is contrary to the 
custom and interest of squatters to make such discov- 
eries public. 

Li the count's report to Sir George Gipps, he says, 
" Seventeen miles S. S. E. from Lake Omeo, a beau- 
tiful stream, the first of the eastern waters, soon as- 
sumed the breadth of a river, and appeared to be a 
guide into a country hitherto unoccupied by white 
men. A hilly country closes the valley, narrows the 
river banks, and brings the explorer across the moun- 
tain ridges to an elevation whence there is a view of 
the sea on the distant horizon ; to the south-east an 
undulating country, with mountain ridges to the 
north-east. Approaching or receding from the river, 
according to the windings of its bordering hills, the 
descent into a noble forest is effected. A series of 
rich pasture valleys, prairies, and open forests, are in- 
tersected and studded with rivers, lakes, and wooded 
hills ; the pastures opening out and sloping towards 
the sea." Strzelecki describes Gipps' Land, viewed 
from Mount Gisbome, as resembling a semi-linear 
amphitheatre, walled from north-east to south-west 



302 TIIK TH&EB OOlOmSB OF AUfiTBALTA. 

by lofty pictaresqne mountain Boenerji and sloping 
towards ^e south-east down to the sea. 

In 1840 Strzelecki was engaged for twenty-six days 
in cutting his way through the scrub-covered ranges 
between Gipps' Land and Western Port, was obliged 
to abandon his packhorses, and he and his party did 
not escape without imminent* danger both from fam- 
ine and exhaustion. 

In 1844 Mr. Hayden, with a party of twelve able- 
bodied men, including black native police, was in- 
structed by the government to open up a practicable 
route for cattle from Western Port to Gipps' Land. 
He has published a very interesting account of his ex- 
pedition, with some spirited illustrations. He was 
engaged thirty-five days in the task, and he, too, very 
nearly perished in the scrub ; yet he considered him- 
self well repaid for the famine and fatigue he had en- 
dured "by the sight of the fine plains — Barneys' 
Plains of the map — beyond the Glengarry." The 
good country lies upwards of fifty miles from the gov- 
ernment township of Victoria, founded on the Albert 
River. 

It is the opinion of Mr. Haydon that the greater 
part of the scrub country through which he traveled 
would be capable of cultivation if cleared. This 
scrubby tract is nowhere found in Victoria except be- 
tween Gipps' Land and Western Port. 

It was while performing this journey that he had 
an opportunity of closely examining the' shy and cu- 
rious lyre bird (Memora mperbd)^ which is peculiar 
to Australia, and only found on the southeastern 
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coast. The settlers sometimes call it a pheasant, but 
it is in reality one of the thrush . fieunily. The lyre 
bird is so extremely shy that even the enthusiastic 
researches of Mr- Gould did not enable him to ascer- 
tain satisfactorily its breeding habits and the number 
of its eggs. 

" I was awakened/' writes Mr. Haydon, " at sun- 
rise by the singing of numerous pheasants. These 
are the mocking-birds of Australia, imitating all 
sounds that are heard in the bush in great perfection ; 
they are about the size of a small fowl, of a dirty 
brown color, approaching to black in some parts; 
their greatest attraction consists in the graceful tail 
of the cock bird, which is something like a lyre. But 
little is known of their habits, for it is seldom they are 
found near the dwellings of civilized man. 

" Hearing one scratching in the scrub close to the 
dray, I crawled out, gun in hand, intending to pro- 
vide a fresh meal for breakfast. The sun, having just 
risen, inclined it to commence its morning song ; but 
the natural note (bleu bleu) was almost lost among 
the multitude of imitative sounds through which it 
ran — croaking like a crow, then screaming like a 
cockatoo, chattering like a parrot, and howling like 
th^ native dog — until a stranger might have fancied 
he was in the midst of them all. Creeping cautiously 
round a point of scrub, I came in view of a large cock 
bird, strutting round in a circle, scratching up the 
leaves and mould with hie formidable claws, while 
feeding upon a small leech which is the torment of 
travelers, and spreading open his beautiful tajl to 
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catch the rajs of the sun as it broke through the 
dense forest. As I raised mj gun, a piece went off 
within six feet of me ; it was one of the black police 
who had blown the bird's head off that had been 
amusing me for more than an hour." 

These birds when disturbed never rise high, but 
run off into the densest scrub, scarcely allowing a 
sportsman time to raise his piece before thej are out 
of his reach. Even the aborigines, who are so skillful 
in creeping up to game of all kinds, seldom kill more 
than three brace in a day. Their song is not often 
heard during rain, or when the sun is obscured. 
*^ The nest is about three feet in circumference, a&d 
one foot deep, having an orifice on one side : they lay 
but one egg, of slate color with black spots. The fe 
male is a very unattractive bird, having but a poor 
tail, nothing like the male." 

Gipps' Land, with its boundary of snow-capped, 
precipitous mountains, its pine plains, many lakes, 
and temperate climate, may be considered as one of 
the several contrasts of soil, climate, and vegetation, 
of which Darling Downs, Moreton Bay, Illawarra, 
and Bathurst, each afford different examples — varia- 
tions which deserve more minute examinations than 
we can afford space to give, but which may be studied 
in the travels of Mitchell, Sturt, Leichardt, and 
Strzelecki. 

In the last stage of Mr. Haydon's expedition, he 
passed some hours over grass-tree plains, which, al- 
though picturesque, present a very dismal idea to the 
settler, as where they grow, — and they are found 
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throughout the coast range of the three colonies, — 
the district may be pronounced barren, except to the 
botamst. 

'^ The grass (Xanthorhoea) trees are from two to 
four feet, the crown of the leayes about four feet, and 
the flower-stem rising out of the midst of the fibre-like 
foliage from four to six feet." 



CHAPTEB XVII. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

SOUTH AUBTBAUA XOmiT LORT MOUNT BABXKRr— <3ITT OF AOBLAIDa^ 

THK RITKBS ]fUBBUMBRX]>G]a AND XUKBAT — NAVIGATION OF THSMUBllAT 
CALCULATION FOB STEAM TRAFFIC VARIOUS BIRDS OF SOUTH AUSTRA- 
LIA — DH80BIFTION OF ADELAIDE — MINES OF COPPER, LEAD, SILVER AND 
ilOLD — THE BURBA BUBBA — STATISTICS OF SOUTH AU8TRAUA. 

The Biver Glenelg, flowing into the sea, marks the 
natural boundary between the province of Victoria 
and that of South Australia, thence embracing a sea- 
board of about fifteen hundred miles, into which no 
river navigable by vessels of burden flows, and only 
two ports have, as yet, been found capable of safely 
accommodating ships of burden. As a compensation, 
inland journeys may be performed with little obstruc- 
tion, on horseback or by drays, for hundreds of miles. 

The first important indentation into the line of the 
coast is Encounter Bay ; but there are coasting ports 
at Bivoli Bay and Guichen Bay, at which wool has 
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been shipped. Hopes were once confidently enter- 
tained of finding an entrance from the sea to the Riyer 
•Murray, but it has unfortunately proved that this, the 
noblest stream in Australia, ends in the Lake Alex- 
andrina, and is divided from the ocean by a barrier 
of land and a surf-beaten sea margin. 

On rounding Cape Jervis, which forms the apex of 
the county of Hindmarsh, which is for the most part 
occupied by industrious settlers, although the prom- 
ontory itself is rather bamen, and only known for its 
shore whale-fishery. Kingscote Harbor and Nepean 
Bay, on the opposite shores of Kangaroo Island, ap- 
pear excellent harbors, and one of them well supplied 
with water. Unfortunately, they lead to nothing. 
The buildings erected by the South Australian Com- 
]Kiuy in 1837, were permitted to fall into decay. Re- 
cently , a few stock stations have been taken upon the 
islandj and about one hundred persons are resident 
ill ere. 

The kangaroos, so numerous in Flinders' time, and 
the eraus, have disappeared ; and even the large white 
engles that stooped upon his men, mistaking them for 
kangaroos, have become rare. 

Entering St. Vincent's Gulf, and passing Holdfast 
Bay, where Governor Hindmarsh disembarked, and 
Mtb, llindmarsh's piano was floated ashore through 
the Burf — for it is no harbor at all, but a dangerous 
open roadstead — passing a number of seaside villa- 
ges, Port Adelaide is reached, which, by dint of dredg- 
ing and with the advantage of quays, has become a 
ifcafe and convenient harbor, and, with the aid of the 
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intended railroad, will afford the city of Adelaide 
nearly as much convenience as if it had been planted 
on a navigable river, or on a deep harbor ; that was • 
impossible, since no site exists in Sonth Austra- 
lia combining a good harbor, agricultural land, and 
fresh water. No other port presents itself in St. Vin- 
cent's G-ulf, unless we except Port Wakefield, to 
which vessels from Swansea, with cargoes of coal for 
smelting copper have recently been consigned. It 
has been proposed to construct a tramway between 
Burra Burra mines, and an attempt would have been 
made to execute this project, if the gold-diggings had 
not temporarily withdrawn all English speculation 
from South Australia. 

The whole sea face of York Peninsula and Spen- 
cer's Gulf is unfavorable to the formation of a port 
and town, imtil we arrive at Port Lincoln, on the 
western arm of Spencer's Gulf, where a natural har- 
bor could receive the largest squadron that ever went 
to sea — a landlocked estuary, protected at its mouth 
by Boston Island, with three arms or bays, Spalding 
Cove, Port Lincoln proper, and Boston Bay. But 
these harboiB, viewed with so much admiration by 
seamen, are silent ; no busy population labors on the 
shores, a few scattered flocks and herds are all that 
the mainland supports; and the allotments, which 
were competed for so eagerly in the years of land 
mania, are left to nature and a few wandering cattle. 

Otx entering Port Lincoln, a white obelisk on the 
summit of a hill, erected to the memory of Flinders, 
on the spot whence he viewed the future province of 
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Australia, bj Sir John Franklin, who was one of his 
officerB, proves that a sailor had a better sense of whiit 
was due from the countrymen of a great man than 
the colonists who hare been so largely benefited b j 
his laborious investigations. 

To pursue the coast line of the province of Yicto- 
ria to 132 deg. of E. longitude, where it ends in a 
desert, would be useless, as no rivers or harbors break 
the line of, for the most part, the tminhabited coast 

Equally vain would it be to state, as foolish Austra- 
lian advocates who do not know the value of truth fre- 
quently do, that Australia contains an area of three 
hundred thousand square miles, or nearly twenty 
millions of acres, without adding that a very large 
proportion of this vast space is occupied by stony 
deserts and lakes of mud. ^N'evertheless, enough of 
land remains, admirably fertile and well watered,* to 
support a large population, much larger than is likely 
to occupy it for a long series of years. In the most 
inhospitable regions, copper, lead, silver and iron 
have been found ; and there is no reason to doubt 
that gold will eventually be discovered. 

The district in a north-westerly direction, between 
Port Lincoln and Streaky Bay, has been but imper- 
fectly explored, and, with the exception of a few de- 
tached squatters' stations, settlement has not extended 
beyond the peninsula formed between the Kiver Mur- 
ray and St. Vincent's Gulf, the furthest inland town- 
ship being founded by the Burra Burra mine, ninety 
""lies from the capital. 

^outh Australia is intersected by three mountain 
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ranges, Mount Lofty, Monnt Barker, and Wakefield. 
The Mount Lofty range runs from north-west, and, 
after attaining a height of about 2,000 feet, twelve 
miles east of Adelaide, falls to the south-west, termi- 
nating in low cliffs on the seashore near Ockaparinga. 

From these hills, Adelaide, in the valley of the 
Torrens, presents a scene, a green oasis in the midst 
of a bed of sand running like a riband along the sea 
by which it has been upheaved. 

Capital farms occupy the foot of Mount Lofty, with 
a sure market in Adelaide. A steep road leads across 
the hills or mountains ; on the other side rich but not 
extensive valleys are found ; in one of these, twenty- 
four miles from Adelaide, is Hansdorf, one of three 
German settlements to which South Australia owes 
much in vine culture and sheep management. Be- 
yond, parallel with Mount Lofty, is the Mount Bar- 
ker range, the summit being 800 feet above the level 
of the surrounding country, which is about 1,699 feet 
above the level of the sea. The summit forms table 
land, on which there are some good cattle and sheep 
stations. This is the range which divides the waters 
that flow on the one ude into the Murray and Lake 
Alexandrina, and on the other into Spencer's Gulf. 

To the north of Adelaide a long tract of level, well 
watered country extends, which, at about one hun- 
dred miles distance, opcan into a series of high, open 
downs. 

The River Torrens, which formed so prominent a 
feature in early puffs and pictures of the colony, is 
not a river at all, but, like many of the luisnaiued 



312 THE THBBB OOLOKIE8 OP AUSTRALIA. 

rivers of Australia, simply a watercourse, which, du- 
ring the rainy season, rushes along furiously, ending 
in a marsh ; but when the rains cease the ^^ river" be* 
comes a mere chain of pools, unreplenished with 
mountain springs, which shrink daily with the heat, 
like a farmyard, rain-filled pond, such as are common 
on the wolds of Lincolnshire. Colonel Light saw the 
Torrens when full of water, and that and the beauty 
of the valley decided his choice. Fortunately water 
is to be obtained in Adelaide by sinking wells at a 
very moderate expense ; and the same advantage is 
found on farms, and in the slopes of the neighboring 
hills. But in this instance of the Torrens, as in many 
others, the injudicious puffs of speculators reacted 
and threw undeserved discredit on the solid advanta- 
ges of a very fine colony. 

The river of South Australia is the Murray, which, 
rising in the Australian Alps, where its sources were 
discovered by Count Strzelecki near Mount Koscius- 
ko, in Victoria, receives the waters of the Mumim- 
bidgee, the Lachlan, and the Darling, and presents, 
at certain seasons of the -year, so full and flowing a 
stream that the early colonists expected to draw down 
its waters the commerce of the squatting districts 
of Gass Jtnd Albury, in New South Wales ; for they 
calculated that the cheapness of an unbroken water 
communication would draw away the dray traffic, 
which was then and is now carried to Sydney. But 
the uncertain supply of water, and other obstacles 
4« i./>ct8 and suags, have so far indefinitely adjourned 
>roject. 
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The Morrnmbidgee rises in the dividing range of 
mountains in the Maneroo district, two hundred and 
fifty miles south-west of the city of Sydney, flows for 
five hundred miles, until it unites with the Lachlan 
at a point where the brave Sturt took a boat and de- 
sceiuled to the sea in thirty-six days, when he discov- 
ered South Australia, returning in forty days — thus 
earning the title of the father of South Australia. 

The early course of the Murrumbidgee is between 
hills steeply sloping, covered with herbage and creep- 
ing vines, down to the water's edge. " As I sat in a 
boat," writes a lady to the author, "I could see above 
me small, very small, cattle, in single file, now lost in 
the foliage, now reappearing, as, by zigzag, well worn 
paths, they descended to the water to drink. So 
lofty and steep were the cliffs that I fancied they 
would fall down upon me. At length they made 
their appearance at the edge of the stream, drinking 
beneath bowers of overhanging creepers — a huge 
bull and a mob of portly cows." 

The space encircled between this river and the Mur- 
ray (the Murray was formerly named the Hume by 
its discoverers. Hovel and Hume) is one of the fine 
squatting grounds of Kew South Wales. Higher up 
the stream the hills disappear, and long alluvial flats 
succeed. The Murrumbidgee spreads and loses some 
of its waters in the marshes of the Lachlan. 

It is the peculiar character of the Murray and of 
the Darling and Murrumbidgee to flow hundreds of 
miles without receiving any tributaries. 

The navigation of the River Murray has been the 
N 
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subject of a commiBsion appointed by Sir Henrj 
roung, the present governor of South Australia ; and 
although the financial calculations of the commission 
have been questioned by a committee of the South 
Australian Legislative Council, it is presumed their 
facts may be relied on. They are quoted from the 
abstract of a gentleman (Mr. White) who has endeav- 
ored to obtain steamers to open the navigation of 
this river : 

"In August^ 1850, the Leg^slatiyd Council of that province voted 
' £4^000 to be equally divided between the two first iron steamers 
of not less than forty-horse power, and not exceeding two feet 
draught of water when loaded, that shall successfully navigate the 
waters of the River Murray from the Goolwa to the junction of 
the Darling, computed to be about five hundred and fifty-one miles.' 

** 1st The natural seamouth of the Murray cannot be entered, 
owing to the great surf that is constantly breaking on the Encoun- 
ter Bay coast, and consequently any vessels intended to navigate 
the river would have to be constructed on the shores of the Lake 
Alexandrina. 

** 2nd. This lake, into which the river empties itself previous to 
its passage to the sea, is about thirty miles long by ten broad, and 
from six to eighteen fathoms deep^ and fresh water is found about 
the middle. 4 

'* 8rd. The river preserves an uniform width of about three hun- 
dred yards to the junction of the Darling, which latter river is 
about one hundred yards wide, and the width of the Murray is not 
materially altered onwards to the junction of the Murrumbidgee 
and the Lachlan. The soundings which have been made from the 
Lake to the Darling, in the months of September and October, give 
an average depth of two fathoms, or rather, this may be said to be 
the shallowest. 

** The Murray is subject^ like all the other streams in the country, 
to annual floods. It begins to rise toward the end of June, and 
continues rising until the end of January, generally from ten to 
twelve feet 
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**The only impedimentft that occur are in the shape of snags or 
fallen trees, which in some places would have. to be removed; but 
for this the assistance of the liatiyes could be obtained, and up to 
the junction of the Darling they present no serious obstacle. This 
point being the limit of the province, the river beyond has not been 
surveyed ; but from those who have descended it as far as the town 
of Albury (a distance of only three hundred and sixty miles from 
Sydney) it has been ascertained that^ before steam-vessels of the 
smallest size could navigate it, the snags would have to be removed, 
though a canoe, drawing eleven inches of water, went the entire 
distance at a time when the river was lower than has been known 
within the memory of the 'white man/ From a point in the chan- 
nel of the Goolwa, which is a stream issuing from the lake, and 
also one of the mouths of the Murray, it is proposed to lay down a 
railroad of seven miles in length to a point in Encounter Bay where 
a safe anchorage may be effected. In the event of any unforseen 
di^culties occurring in the construction of Port Elliot^ it would 
be necessary to make a road from Morundee to the city of Adelaide 
(a distance of about sixty miles), which road would pass through 
some of the richest districts of South Australia. 

" With reference to the country of the Lower Murray, the esti- 
mate of the traffic is about 2,000 tons annually, made up of ores 
from the mines^ green, dairy, and other produce. 

** On either side of the river to the Darling there are extensive 
cattle-runs, all of which are taken up. 

"Proceeding up the river from this point, we enter upon the 
province of Victoria, and the extensive sheep runs of ihe Lachlau, 
the Lower Darling, and. the Murrumbidgee, which in June, 1860, 
according to the New South Wales statistical and other authentic 
accounts, were stocked by 1,155,774 sheep, 806,861 horned cattle, 
10,098 horses, and 1,872 pigs. There is in Australia an annual in- 
oarease of 40 per cent on sheep, and 26 per cent on cattle. Accord- 
ing te the commissioners* report the increase by the close of 1852, 
allowing for sales, Ac, will have amounted to, say, 2^500^000 sheep, 
600,000 cattle, the former yielding about 8,384 tons wool, washed 
and unwashed ; and if a quarter of the annual increase were boiled 
down, say 250,000 sheep, averaging 28 lbs. tallow, 8,126 tons; and 
81,000 cattle, averaging 164 lbs. tallow, 2,180 tons. Total annual 
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freights, 8,608 tons, independent of hides, skins, and other matters, 
at present thrown aside on account of the great cost of transport 
" For return cargo it is estimated that no less than 5,000 rations 
would offer, say 1,460 tons, with at least an equal quantity of 
slops, iron, paling, and other goods, say 2,900 tons. The produce 
from those remote districts is at present conveyed to Melbourne and 
Geelong in bullock-drays, traveling about ten miles a day, occupy- 
ing many weeks in its transit to the port" 

To this statement it is right to add, that, in our 
opinion, speculations involving so trifling an amount 
of capital as a couple of small iron steam-boats, should 
be undertaken and managed by colonists or the pro- 
vincial government, and would be, if worth doing 
at all. 

The navigation of the Murray is an enterprise, if 
feasible, within the means of a party of colonists, 
although the clearing of the river is a national and 
provincial work, to which this country might be called 
upon to contribute ; but the less absentees have to do 
with small colonial speculations the better for their 
finances and the credit of the colony. 

In the Murray scrub, — a beautiful but barren belt 
of shrubs and plants from fifteen to twenty miles in 
breadth, which runs parallel to the river for many 
miles between Lake Alexandrina and the Great Bend 
in lat. 34 S., — a great number of the rare birds and 
animals of Australia are to be seen ; amongst others, 
the leipoa,or mound-building bird, improperly named 
by the colonists the wild turkey, is found in great 
numbers ; and the satin, or bower bird, which builds 
a bower for its mate so curiously arched and adorned 
with shells and shining stones that when Mr. Gk)uld 
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first discovered one he took it for the playground of 
some abori^nal child. The leipoa, which was first 
brought before the attention of tlie scientific world by 
Mr; Gould, realizes the ancient fable of the ostrich, 
and buries its eggs, to be hatched by the fermenta- 
tion of a mound of decomposed leaves and earth. 

Mr. Gould observes in his great work, from which 
all our objects of natural history have been, by per- 
mission copied : — . 

"This family of birds {TaUegaUa^ Levpoa^ and 
Mega/podiui) form part of a great family of birds in- 
habiting Australia, New Guinea, the Celebes, and 
the Philippine Islands, whose habits and economy 
differ from those of every other group of birds 
which now exists upon the surface of our globe. 
In their structure they are most nearly allied to 
the OaUincLOCB^ while in some of their actions and 
in their mode of flight they much resemble the Bal- 
lidcB : the small size of their brain, coupled with the 
extraordinary means employed for the incubation of 
their eggs, indicates an extremely low degree of or- 
ganization. Three species inhabiting Australia, viz., 
Levpoa ocellaUa^ Tallegalla^ and Megapodius tumvlvs^ 
although referable to distinct genera, have many 
habits in common, particularly in their mode of incu- 
bation, each and all depositing their eggs in mounds 
of earth and leaves, which, becoming heated either 
by fermentation of the vegetable matter or by the 
sun's rays, form a kind of natural hatching apparatus, 
from which the young at length emerge, fully feathered, 
capable of sustaining life by their own unaided efforts." 
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The male bird of the leipoa (according to a letter to 
Mr. Qovld from Sir George Grey, the present Gov- 
ernor of New 2iealand) weighs about four pounds and 
a half; they never fly if they can help it, and roost 
on trees at night The mounds are from twelve to 
thirteen feet in circumference at the base, and from 
two to three feet in height. To construct the mound 
a nearly circular hole of about eighteen inches in 
diameter is scratched in the ground to the depth of 
seven or eight inches, and filled with dead leaves, 
dead grass, and similar materials ; over this layer a 
mound of sand, mixed with dry grass, &c., is thrown ; 
and, finally, the whole assumes the form of a dome. 
When an egg is to be deposited, the top is laid open, 
and a hole scraped in the centre to within two or 
three inches of the bottom layer of dead leaves ; the 
egg is placed in the sand just at the edge of the hole, 
in a vertical position, with the smaller end down- 
wards ; the sand is then thrown in again until the 
mound assumes its original form. " Egg after egg is 
thus deposited up to eight, arranged on the same 
plane in a circle, with a few inches of sand between 
each. The cock assists the hen in opening and cov- 
ering the mound. The native name on the Murray 
River is marrah-ko ; in Western Australia the name 
of the bird is ngow — ngoweer meaning a tuft of 
feathers." 

The megapodius was found by Mr. John M'Gilli vray, 
during a survey of Endeavor Straits, to construct a 
Tiuch larger mound, 24 feet in its utmost height, and 
50 feet ii '»rcumference at the base. 
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South Australia has been divided into counties, 
which are more recognised as distinctive boundaries 
than in the other colonies, where the first coloniza- 
tion was eflfocted by sheep. 

These counties are eleven in number, viz.: — 1. 
Adelaide; 2. Hindmarsh; 3. Gawler; 4. Light; 6. 
Sturt; 6. Eyre; 7. Stanley; 8. Flinders; 9. Rub- 
•sell; 10. Kobe; 11. Grey. 

The coxmty of Adelaide is that in which cultivation 
is most extensively carried on, the other districts be- 
ing chiefly occupied for grazing, as the difficulty of 
getting crops to market prevents sellers firom raising 
more than for their own consumption. But in every 
favorable situation vineyards are making great pro- 
gress. 

Port Adelaide has a population of 2,000, who find 
occupation in the extensive movements of a large 
export and import trade. The primitive appearance 
of the Mangrove Creek through which the disconso- 
late first colonists waded has disappeared. 

A road of seven miles, through sterile sandy ground, 
leads to the city, which is traversed by conveyances 
of all kinds, from the heavy dray to the omnibus and 
smart dog-cart. Crossing the Torrens by a wooden 
bridge, one of four, which is occasionally sw^t away 
by the torrents, after performing a sinecure duty for 
many months, the city of Adelaide appears in the 
midst of trees, often full of the most rare and curious 
birds, which migrate periodically from the colder to 
the hotter climates, in a warm, pretty, and dusty val- 
ley. Adelaide, although very unlike a pity accord- 
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ing to European notions, presents a much more pleas- 
ing appearance than Melbourne, which is crowded 
into a narrow valley, without squares, park, or boule- 
vard. In the park lands surrounding and intersect- 
ing the straggling streets of the former, which are as 
picturesque as Wiesbaden or Cheltenham, although 
less finished. Colonel Qawler encouraged the blacks 
to camp by frequent feasts of flour and mutton, and 
there strangers had an opportunity of seeing, some- 
times to their amusement, oftener to their surprise, 
their peculiar customs, habits, arid sports. Many 
pretty cottages are to be found in the suburbs as neat 
and highly finished as in England. 

South Adelaide is considered the commercial quar- 
ter of the town, and contains the principal streets, one 
of which is 130 feet wide, and Government House, in 
the centre of a domain of ten acres. 

Hindley-streetisthe RegentHstreet of Adelaide, and 
has the distinction of being paved. For want of this 
luxury of civilization, coupled with the nature of the 
soil, Adelaide is terribly afflicted with dust, at all 
times a nuisance, which is indeed common to all Aus- 
tralian towns. Sydney has at .certain times of the 
year its brickfielders. In addition to the park lands, 
which occupy a breadth of half a mile round the two 
divisions of the city, a cemetery and a racecourse are 
among its out-of-door ornaments. 

In the surrounding suburbs many pretty villages 
have been founded, both inland and on the shore. 
The system of selling land regularly in eighty-acre 
lots has in some degree neutralized the disadvantage 
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of the large absentee proprietorships a©d the special 
surveys, which have monopolized so much of the 
limited extent of agricultural land. 

There is one point in which the South Australians 
possess an unquestionable superiority over the other 
two colonies, and that is their local literature. With 
the exception of the Sydney Moammg Herald^ which 
is the Ti7ne% of the southern hemisphere, the news- 
papers and periodicals are very superior in style of 
getting up and in matter to those of New South Wales 
and Port Phillip. 

This superiority is especially marked in the South 
Australian Almanacs, which contain a fund of useful 
information on the statistics, the agriculture, the hor- 
ticulture, and the mining progress of the colony. 

Before the check occasioned by the gold discover- 
ies, sheep stations had been formed as far north as 
Mount Brown, toward the Darling, near the eastern 
boundary. The whole of York peninsula had been 
occupied, and, in the country westward of Spencer's 
Gulf, flockmasters had penetrated to Anxious Bay, on 
the Australian Bight ; and townships had been found- 
ed at Rivoli Bay, in the county of Grey, and Guichen 
Bay, in the county of Robe, whence a coasting trade 
had been opened. 

Ever since 1843 South Australia has been a corn- 
exporting country, although with great fluctuations : 
in that year 38,480 bushels were exported ; in the 
following year the quantity increased to 132,000 
bushels ; but the low price, 2s. 9d. a bushel, reduced 
the cultivation by ten thousand acres. In 1845 the 

N* 21 
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price continjied low, and caltiyation was farther 
reduced ; but high prices at the end of the year 
increased cultivation to 36,000 acres in 1847. And 
thns, according to price, cultivation ebbed and flowed, 
eonstantlj making more progress as small settlers 
became landholders, and became more steady. As 
a general rule it may be asserted that miners are situa- 
ted in barren districts, and obliged to draw their 
grain and vegetables from considerable distance. 
The system of eighty-acre lots enabled colonists of 
the cultivating class to plant themselves upon land in 
the most convenient distance for supplying the mines. 
These same cottage farms also derived great advan- 
tage from contracts for conveying ore from the mine 
to the port, and coals and wood to the smelting 
establishments, in their bullock-drays. 

La 1850 the whole original scheme of the colony 
had disappeared : cultivation was entirely in the hands 
of the working classes ; the capitaliats and educated 
were engaged either as squatters, in commerce, or in 
mining speculations. The remains of the old ideas 
were only to be found in a little grandiloquent speech- 
making, and, better still, in some very beautiful gar- 
dens. There were a few fortunate purchasers of town 
lots in the main streets who made and retained very 
handsome fortimes. 

Mining speculations were carried to a length as ex- 
treme as in Cornwall itself. Tet in all the numerous 
works in South Australia it is difficult to discover, 
for it is never plainly stated, that only one public 
mine, the Burra Barra, ever paid a dividend. The 
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£apnnda has never been in the market, having been 
retained by Captain Bagot, Mr. Dutton, and a few 
friends. It is extremely rich in yield, but, the ground 
being tender, the expenses in propping it up are great, 
as timber is scarce and labor dear. 

In Cornwall there are always a certain number of 
mines for sale to strangers. It was the same in South 
Australia. Mines were manufactured for the benefit 
of green emigrants. For this reason the recent crisis, 
in which the emigration of many thousands destroyed 
all fictitious credit, will do good, by directing the at- 
tention of South Australians to the true resources of 
their noble province. 

In 1850 not less than thirty-nine mining schemes, 
in various stages of progress, were before the British 
and South Australian public, none of which paid a 
dividend. Most of them depended on English capi- 
tal for their working, and nearly all, according to 
colonial accounts, only required a little more money 
to become most flourishing. The following mines 
were all at discount before the gold discoveries stopped 
the working of all but those which were really solid 
undertakings : 

The Wheal Gawler silver-lead mine was opened in 
1841, being the first mine worked in the province. 
After being abandoned it was reopened by a compa- 
ny without .success, although with " good prospects," 
in 1850. Then, among other non-paying mines, there 
are the Adelaide Mining Company, near Montacute, 
with a capital of £1,000 ; the Australian Mining 
Company, with an English capital of d6400,000, and a 



S:^ THK TBRKK COLUKIRS OF AUSTBALTA. 

special snirey of Reedy Creek, forty-six miles firom 
Adelaide, other lots at Tanghillo and at Kapunda, 
founded in 1845 — the outlay has been enormous — 
no dividends ; the Borossa Mining Company, with a 
capital of £30,000, formed in England, with a view 
of prosecnting mineral explorations on the property 
of T. G. Angas, Esq. ; the Olen Ormond, another 
English company, with a capital of £30,000, founded 
in 1845; the Port Lincoln, with a capital of £10,000; 
the Mount Remarkable, with a capital of £25,000, in 
1846 ; the North Kapunda, a capital of £22,200, in 
1846; the Paringa, capital £20,000, in 1845; the 
Port Lincoln, capital £4,000, in 1848 ; the Princess 
Royal, capital £20,000, in 1845 : this was the unlucky 
half of the Burra. 

There were two gold companies established in 1846, 
the workings of one of which were suspended in 1850, 
^'pending an anticipated sale of the sett in Eng- 
land." 

Two conclusions may be drawn from an examina- 
tion of the reports of these mines — first, that South 
Australia is extremely rich in minerals ; and second- 
ly, that parties who do not understand mining should 
be cautious in taking the advice of South Australian 
friends as to mining investments. 

The following statement of the results of the Burra 
Burra mine will show that the South Australians have 
some reasonable excuse for the gambling mining spirit 
with which they are afflicted, and which succeeded 
to the town-lot roulette of 1839-40 : 

Tb^ Burra proprietary divided their purchase into 
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2,464 shares of £6 each, with liberty to increase their 
capital to £20,000, which they have since done. 

In the first year, from 29th September, 1845, to 
29th September, 1846, at a cost of £16,624, they raised 
7,200 tons of ore. As the depth of the workings in- 
creased a great improvement in the quality of the ore 
took place; instead of the blue carbonate, the red 
oxide, malachite, and the richest description of ore 
became predominant. fiChe highest price realized for 
the first 800 tons was £31 9s., and the lowest £10 16s. 
per ton. At a considerable distance from the princi- 
pal workings eighty tons of blue and green carbonate 
of copper were raised in the month of March, 1847. 

In the months of June and July, 1847, the first and 
second dividends of fifty shillings each per share were 
paid to the shareholders. These dividends were paid 
out of the net proceeds of 2,959 tons of ore, amount- 
ing to £35,678, out of which also were paid the ex- 
penses of the Bflsociation, including the cost of pro- 
ducing the 2,959 tons of ore, amounting to £15,926, 
leaving an undivided balance of £7,584. During the 
six months ending 30th September, 1847, 7,264 tons 
were raised within that period of a superior quality. 
During the six months ending the 81st March, 1848, 
6,068 tons were raised. The large raising of the 
whole year, amounting to 13,533 tons, was produced 
f5pom wafchin the limits of the twenty-fathom level. 
All the oie discovered below that to the thirty fath- 
oms was loft for future raising, there being plenty of 
good ore-ground above the twenty-fathom level to 
employ the miners for some time to come. 
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The wagee and coet of working the mine, in- 
cluding timber, fixed machinery, tools, &c., amonnt- 
ed to £74,030, and the cartage of the ore to 
£44,803. 

In this year £88,106 was realized, ont of which the 
expenses of working the mine and carting the ore 
were paid, bnt three farther dividtods were declared. 
By March, 1848, the original £5 shares had advanced 
np to £150 ; a sixth and seventh dividend of £10 each, 
in June and September, raised the prices to £200 and 
£210 for cash. A fall afterwards took place in con- 
sequence of the depreciation of the value of copper in 
Europe. But an important discovery was made of a 
valuable lode in the thirty-fathom level leading from 
Kingston to Graham's shaft. The lode was cut four 
fathoms below the water level, was solid, and fi^m 
ten to eleven feet wide, composed of a compact green 
carbonate or malachite, producing upwards of 40 per 
cent, of copper. The lode was described as clearly 
defined, in easy working order, and dipping well into 
the mine. 

In the half year ending 30th September, 1848, 
10,163 tons were raised, making a sum total for the 
ore raised during the first three years' working of 
the mine of 33,386 tons, equal to upwards of 10,000 
tons of fine copper ore (at £70 per ton), £77,000. The 
cost of the mine for the year ending the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1848, was £81,401 ; of the cartage of ore, 
£31,445. 

In the latter part of 1848 the miners struck for 
higher wages. The workings of the mine were sus- 
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pended from November until February, 1849. In 
March the miners resumed work. 

Further important discoveries were made — one of 
a lode in the thirty-fathom level, south-west from Gra- 
ham's shaft, consisting of red oxide and malachite in 
great abundance.; and the other of a lode two fath- 
oms wide, yielding malachite of high produce. Only 
two pitches were set on these lodes, and twelve men 
at work at them in the first week produced eighty 
tons of the richest ores. 

On the 6th of September, 1840, an eighth dividend 
of £5 per share was declared. In the year 1850 the 
£10 quarterly dividends were regularly paid. Two 
steam engines of SS-horse power each, one for crush- 
ing the ore and the other for drawing from the shafts, 
arrived ; and the directors ordered seventy fathom of 
fifteen-inch pumps to replace the eleven-inch lifts 
then in work, and a pumping-engine of 300-horse 
power. • 

The quantify of ore raised in the year ending Sep- 
tember, 1850, was 18,692 tons. Since that period the 
returns have experienced a temporary check, from 
the emigration to the gold diggings, and shares have 
fallen to £60. 

Smelting Works, 
The copper ore raised in the South Australian 
mines has been principally sent to Swansea. As 
there is a considerable demand for copper in India 
fwid China, it became an object to refine the ore in 
South Australia. With this view several copper- 
smelting companies were established, but hitherto 



328 THB THBEB OOLOIOES OF AUSTRALIA. 

with moderate success, in consequence of the scarcity 
of fuel, although an immense capital has been sunk. 
Coal has not yet been discovered ; therefore the 
smelters were dependent on wood or imported coal. 
A large forest is soon consumed, according to expe- 
rience in Norway, by the demands of a smelting estab- 
lishment. The most extensive smelting works, late 
the property of Messrs. Schneider, have unfortunately 
been planted close to the Burra mine, where wood is 
scarce, and where foar tons of coal must be carted up 
for every ton of ore. The proper site would have 
been at or near a port. 

These, then, have been the especial occupations 
and investments of South Australian colonists. Pas- 
toral pursuits are followed as in the other two colo- 
nies. The number of sheep grazing is about one-sixth 
that of Port Phillip district. Fat cattle are driven 
over from Portland Bay to Eivoli Bay for South Aus- 
tralian oonsumjytion. 

The remarks on pastoral pursuits apply to all the 
three colonies. 

South Australia is at present under a cloud, but the 
depression can be but temporary. Such a mine as 
the Burra must be worked, and the colony will profit, 
even although the dividends of the original share- 
holders be reduced to one-half, and wages of miners 
doubled. A genial sun, a fertile soil, a healthy cli- 
mate, with English colonists, sheep, cattle, and pas- 
tures cannot but produce good fruits, although the 
grand dreams of "empire" of newly-fledged legisla- 
tors may scarcely be realized. 
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S(atistic8 of South Au8traUa in 1850, the Fifteenth 
Year of its Settlement. 

The following abstract of elaborate official statisti- 
cal tables will show the condition of South Australia 
previous to the gold crisis : 

The exports of the year ending April, 1850, amount- 
ed to £453,668 12s. Of this sum £11,212 was in 
wheat, £20,279 in flour, £63,729 in copper in ingots, 
£211,361 in copper ore, £8,188 in tallow, and £113,- 
259 in wool. 

These are the staple exports of South Australia. 

The imports for the present period were £887,423, 
part of the excess arising from imports of railway, 
mining, and other productive investments. In the 
same year 64,728 1-2 acres were in cultivation — 
wheat, 41,807 acres ; potatoes, 1,780 ; gardens, 1,370 ; 
vineyards, 280 ; hay, 13,000. 

The population was 63,900, of which 7,000 were 
Germans. 

Live stock: — Cattle, 100,000; sheep, 1,200,000; 
horses, 6,000. It may be convenient here to state, 
by way of comparison, the statistics of the sister 
colonies : 

New South Wales. Victoria, lato Port Phillip. 

Population, 200,000 Y8,0(X) 

Imports, £1,670,800 £744,225 

Exports, £1,990,900 £1,041,796 

Sheep, 7,026,000 6,038,000 • 

Cattle, 1,300,100 346,662 

Horses, 111,200 16,743 

The effect of the gold discoveries was to drain oft 
fifteen thousand of the South Australian population 
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to the gold fields, and to bring all except the paying 
mining epecalatione to a stand-etill. But the legisla- 
ture having rapidly passed an act by which gold, dnly 
stamped, became a legal tender at the government 
land sales, and the governor having at the same time 
made, by a few bridges and weUs sunk, a practicable 
road to Mount Alexander diggings, and .established 
an escort, by the last advices a new profitable com- 
merce was springing up. Successful South Australian 
diggers have thus had inducements held out to them 
to invest the produce of their labor in farms in their 
own province. The time has come when the £1 an 
acre tells against South Australia seriously in compe- 
tition with the other provinces. Where a man can 
earn £1 a day the price of land does not affect him. 
But there are hundreds of respectable families who 
do not take their children to dig gold, and will not 
and cannot go to service, who would be glad to pur- 
chase land to till with their own hands, if they had 
the means. The £1 an acre set against the cost of 
the voyage renders an investment in South Australian 
land impossible. There are capital colonists who 
have large families, small means, and yet are not 
prepared to become " hewers of wood and drawers 
of water." 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

RELIGION — EDUCATION — LAW. 

lOUKDATION OF BIBHOPRIOB THK VOLUNTARY 8TSTEX IN8UFFI0IBNT — 

GHUROH SCHOOLS — NAnOMAL SCHOOL STSTSIC — COLONIAL EDUCATION — 

NORMAL SCHOOL OF STDNXT *' ORDER FOR A SCHOOLMASTER*' HOW 

EXECUTED — COURTS OF LAW. 

In South Australia a bishopric was founded by the 
munificence of Miss Burdett Coutts, and this led to 
the appointment of a bishop of Melbourne, and per- 
haps to the creation of the second bishopric in New 
South Wales, the diocese of Newcastle, which extends 
to the northward, the residence being at Morpeth. 

By an act of the Legislative Council of South Aus- 
tralia, passed 3rd of August, 1847, for promoting the 
building of Christian churches and chapels, public 
money was issued, under the sanction of the governor 
and Executive Council, in proportion to the amount 
of private contributions — the grants in aid of buil- 
ding to range from £50 to £150, and toward the sti- 
pend of clergy and ministers from £50 to £200 a 
year. One fourth of the sittings in places of worship 
so assisted to be free. 

The assistance in New South Wales and Port Phil- 
lip is, at present, regulated by the act passed by Sir 
Kichard Bourke. 

The Congregationalists and Baptists have always 
refused to receive aid from the state ; and there exists 
in the three colonies, especially in South Australia, a 
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party opposed to all state assistance to religion. We 
will add that in onr opinion, although religion and 
education maj be sustained in towns with a large 
floating population by the voluntary system, the 
inhabitants of the interior, without government assist- 
ance, will remain to a great extent in a state of prac- 
tical heathendom altogether, without the advantage 
of religious rites and ordinances. The state of life in 
the bush is, or ought to be, patriarchal : churches are 
an impossibility. Every father must be the pastor of 
his family. To establish the voluntary system is to 
decree that the long lines of rivers shall never be 
visited and comforted by the presence of a minister 
of religion. 

It is a pity that a few thousands cannot be tithed 
from the vast sums spent on hopeless missions to the 
heathen for the support of itinerant missionaries to 
our emigrant countrymen — missionaries not disdain- 
ing to be also schoolmasters. The collection of bibles 
in many languages in the Great Exhibition was a fine 
and impressive sight ; but still it is a pity that men 
of piety, rank, wealth, and influence, do not pursue 
rather the positive and possible than the impossible, 
and begin by taking care that every child in the 
bush of Australia shall have and know how to read 
a bible before sending missionaries to perish in Pata- 
gonia, or attempting an impossible Clwirch of England 
Utopia in Canterbury, New Zealand. 

Up to 1836 education was as much neglected in 
Australia as in England, until the period that Lord 
Brougham commenced the agitation compromised by 
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the establishment of the miscalled natiorSai schools. 
A large proportion of the population consisted of adult 
convicts, who arrived as ignorant as vicious. 

In 1836 Sir Richard Bourke carried through the 
Legislative Council, at the same time that the church 
and school lands were surrendered, a measure for 
founding schools throughout the colony, on the plan 
of Lord Stanley's (now Earl of Derby's) Irish National 
school system. But the oppositio.n on the part of the 
Bishop of Australia, who had just then arrived from 
England with his new dignity, was so hot and effec- 
tive that the local act remained a dead letter, and the 
moderate per centage of education afforded to the 
working classes was distributed through denomina- 
tional or sectarian schools, aided by colonial funds, 
one half of the colony being of the Church of Eng- 
land, one fourth Boman Catholics, and the rest dis- 
senters of various denominations. The result was to 
leave many country districts without schools, and to 
establish two or three to educate forty or fifty scholars. 
At Camden there were three schools, none of which 
had more than twenty scholars. 

In 1844 a committee of the Legislative Council was 
appointed to in vestigate the subject of colonial educa- 
tion on the motion of Robert Lowe, Esq., of which he 
became chairman. This committee reported strongly 
in favor of the Irish national system, observing, 
"There are about 25,676 children between the ages 
of four and fourteen years : of these only 7,642 receive 
instruction in public schools, and 4,865 in private 
ones, leaving about 13,000 who, as far as the commit 
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tee can le&rn, receive no education at alL The ex* 
penee of education is about £1 a head. This deficient 
education is partly attributable to the igaorance, dis- 
solute habits, and avarice of too many parents, and 
partly to the want of good schoolmasters and school- 
books, but a far greater proportion of the evil has 
arisen from the strictly denominational character of 
the public schools. 

^^ The very essence of a denominational system is 
to leave the majority uneducated, in order thoroughly 
to imbue the majority with peculiar tenets. The 
natural result is that where one school is founded two 
will arise, not because they are wanted, but because 
it is feared that proselytes will be made. It is a sys- 
tem impossible to be carried out in a thinly-inhabited 
country, and, being exclusively in the hands of the 
clergy, it places the state in the awkward dilemma 
of either supplying money, whose expenditure it is 
not permitted to regulate, or of interfering between 
the clergy and their superiors." 

The committee further recommend the formation 
of a board, to be appointed by the governor, consist- 
ing of persons favorable to the plan, and possessing 
the confidence of the different denominations, ^^ with 
a salaried secretary." 

The Lord Bishop of Australia and the Soman 
Catholic Archbishop were both examined before this 
committee ; both were strongly opposed to the Irish 
system of educating different denominations in one 
school, and expressed their adherence to the denomi- 
national system. The Bishop of Australia would 
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countenance no schools in which the dogmas of the 
Church of England were not taught; the Eoman 
Catholic Archbishop, in like manner, insisted on hav- 
ing Boman Catholic schools for the members of his 
church. 

They arc both excellent, charitable, and pious men ; 
but either was evidently prepared, if he had the 
power, to enforce the dogmatic teaching of his own 
church in all the schools, and to leave those who did 
not agree with them without any teaching, moral or 
educational. 

They were not satisfied with a compromise system, 
by which the duties of truth, chastity, honesty, chari- 
ty, forgiveness of enemies, and thankfulness to God, 
should be inculcated, with reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, unless the questions of the number of sa- 
craments and the right line of apostolic succession 
were also expounded according to the views of each ; 
and, sooner than either would give way, they were 
content to leave infant minds to gather all their learn- 
ing from the blasphemy of the streets. 

The vigorous opposition of these two prelates, and 
others of their mind, aided by many who, really wor- 
shipping nothing, except what the Americans rather 
profanely call the " Almighty Dollar," yet loved a 
party cry, temporarily suspended the carrying out of 
the recommendations of tlus report. 

But the Stanley National system of instruction is 
the only system possible in a colony where the divers 
religions were so evenly balanced, and made and is 
making progress. In the districts where denomina- 
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tional Bchools were in existence in 1844 thej are still 
maintained, but in new districts Lord Stanley's sys- 
tem is introduced. Port Phillip, as regards schools, 
has until recently been under the control of the 
Sydney Legislative Council. Li South Australia the 
voluntary system, aided by grants from the colonial 
treasury, prevails. 

Li pursuance of the recommendation of Mr. Lowe's 
committee, a board has been formed on the principle 
of the Irish Board of Education ; and a normal school 
for training teachers on the Lish system has been 
established. 

Throughout the " three colonies" great anxiety pre- 
vails among all classes for the extension of education, 
and a willingness to bear taxation for that purpose. 

The normal school of Sydney affords one of the 
many comical anecdotes afloat illustrating the mode 
in which officials in England attend to colonial affairs. 

In consequence of the suggestion of Mr. Lowe's 
committee, after the heat of the educational question 
had toned down, application was made to the Colonial 
Office for a master acquainted with the Irish school 
system^ and capable of taking charge of a normal 
school for the instruction of masters in that system. 
For nearly four years the Colonial Office slept on the 
application : at the end of that time, by some chance, 
the " order for a schoolmaster" turned up. Earl 
Grey, it is presumed after some inquiries, selected a 
Mr. Wilson. Mr. Wilson received a letter desiring 
him to call on Earl Grey, in Downing-street. He 
went, was congratulated, favored with a little of the 
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good advice of which great men keep a stock for the 
benefit t>f the small, and then handed oyer to Mr. 
Benjamin Hawes, the late Under-Secretary for the 
Oolonies, who in dne course handed him over to Mr. 
Gktirdner, the chief clerk, who transferred him to a 
fftylish jonng gentleman, name imknown, who stood 
with his back to the fire, and a pot of stout in his 
right hand, and delivered himself something' in the 
following strain : — " Well, you're appointed to this 
berth in Australia ? Consider yourself lucky ; you'll 
make your fortune. Now, these colonial fellows are 
in a deuce of a hurry, so you must lose no time. Let 
me see the shipping list. Ah I here's a ship sails on 
Friday for Adelaide. This is Monday — you must go 
on Friday — your passage will be paid, and all right." 
Mr. "Wilson remonstrated on the shortness of the 
time, but it was of no use : the colonists were in a 
** deuce of a hurry." He suggested that Adelaide 
was a considerable distance from Sydney. The ob- 
jection was pooh-poohed — knowledge of colonial 
geography is not an indispensible qualification for 
colonial office. Poor Mr. Wilson was hurried off by 
the ship to Adelaide with such speed that his wife is 
said to have died on the voyage, from the ezcitemient 
and fatigue of packing. Arrived at Adelaide, he had 
to wait nearly a month for a conveyance to Sydney. 
Arrived in Sydney, and installed in his -office, he was 
questioned as to the latest improvements in the Irish 
natioiial system. He knew nothing about it, had 
never seen any of the books, he had been master of 
an excellent Church of England school. So, after 
O n 
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four years delay, in desperate haste, the Colonial 
Office had sent off the wrong man, to the wrong 
place! 

In justice to Mr. Wilson it is right to add, that, 
being a clever and conscientious man, he applied 
himself to the study of the Irish school-books, and has 
performed the duties of his office with credit to him- 
self and advantage to the colony. 

In South Australia, by an act of the Legislative 
Oouncil, passed in August, 1847, the governor is au- 
thorized to appoint a board of education, who shall 
have power, under his sanction, to make regulations 
for giving effect to the ordinance. No aid to be given 
to schoolhouses. The salaries issued to teachers will 
be in proportion to the children taught, not less than 
twenty, between six and sixteen years of age, £20 
being the lowest and £40 the highest sum. The gov- 
ernor to appoint visitors and inspectors. The reports 
to be laid before the Legislative Council, and one 
public examination to take place yearly, llie boards, 
previous to the introduction of an elective Legislative 
Council, consisted of the judge of the Supreme Court, 
the advocate general, the colonial chaplain, a diss^it- 
ing minister, and a layman. 

The Legal system of the Three Colonies is essenti- 
ally the same ; and an account of that 'in force in 
New South Wales will be sufficient to convey an idea 
of the manner and nature of law proceedings in all 
the Australian courts. 

The Supreme CovH of New South Wales consists 
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of a chief and two puisne judges, who exercise the 
powers of the three courts of Queen's Bench, Com- 
mon Pleas, and Exchequer at Westminster, and have 
criminal jurisdiction. They go on circuit twice a 
year to Bathurst, Goulbum, Maitland, and Brisbane. 

In common law the " new rules " of pleading are 
in force. 

One judge sits in equity (by delegation) with the 
powers of a vice-chancellor, and there is an appeal 
from his decision to the Supreme Court. 

The proceedings are by bill and answer. The 
equity rules of 1841 are in force ; but in 1849 a re- 
form was introduced, by which the proceedings for 
obtaining a rule nisi in a common law court, by affi- 
davit, and a defence by affidavit were, in a variety of 
instances, substituted for the tedious complication of 
the old chancery system. 

The Supreme Court also exercises, in the person of 
one of the judges appointed for the purpose, those 
functions as regards the validity of testamentary dis- 
positions, letters of administration, &c., which in Eng- 
land are performed by the Ecclesiastical Courts ; but 
no courts exist for deciding on questions of divorce, 
alimony, &c. 

The Master in Equity presides over an Admiralty 
Court. 

The Supreme Court exercises jurisdiction in bank- 
ruptcy and insolvency. One of the judges presides, 
exercising powers similar to the commissioners in 
England, -Witix an appeal to the Supreme Court. 

Estates of insolvents are vested inofficial assignees. 
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A penon can be made a bankrupt or insolvent ei- 
ther by petition of creditors or by his own petition. 

A Ccwrt of Canscienoej presided over by a single 
commissioner, who decides, not according to law or 
evidence, but according " to equity and good con- 
science," like the courts which have been superseded 
in England by our County Courts, is held for the me- 
tropolitan county of Cumberland in Sidney, and one 
for the metropolitan county of Bourke in Melbourne, 
which has jurisdiction up to £30. 

The magistrates, paid and unpaid, in the other 
districts have jurisdiction up to £10 absolutely, and 
up to £30 by mutual consent in cases of simple debt, 
but not in actions for damages or disputed rights to 
land, &c. 

Under the enactments of the ^^ Masters and Ser- 
vants" Act, two magistrates can decide on disputes 
as to wages and service : they can commit a servant 
refusing to perform his written agreement, and levy a 
distress on the property of his master or his agent 
if wages are unpaid. 

The division of barrister and attorney is maintained 
in the colonies. 

Englisli barristers and Scotch advocates are admit- 
ted at once to practice. 

The judges appoint a board of examiners, and ad- 
mit any man of good character to practice as a bar- 
rister, after passing an examination in classics, math- 
ematics and law. 

Attorneys and writers to the signet are admitted to 
practice, of course. 
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PeiBons who have served their articles and not pas- 
sed in England, may be admitted in the colony. The 
result is, that parties who have been or would have 
been rejected in England in consequence of tainted 
character, are able to practice in the colony of New 
South Wales. 

Three important law reforms are due to the exer- 
tions of Robert Low, Esq., now member for Kidder- 
minfiter, during the time he was a member of the 
Legislative Council, and practiced at the bar in 
Sydney. 

The substitution in 1849 in the Colonial Equity 
Court of the common law proceedings on application 
for a rule nisi instead of the tedious delays of bill and 
answer, which is of great value in such cases as where 
executors, trustees or partners, hold money in their 
hands claimed by plaintifGs. 

The abolition of imprisonment for debt on final 
process. 

Li a country like Australia, where property is 
chiefly in live stock, and servants* are not to be de- 
pended on, to commit a man to prison virtually 
amounted to destroying all his property. 

And arrangements for admitting to the bar without 
proceeding to England, gentlemen able to pass an ex- 
amination in classics, mathematics and law, before 
examiners appointed by the judges. The sons of 
Australian gentlemen, for want of friends accustomed 
to the state of society in the universities, are usually 
ruined. 

In South Australia, there is a Supreme Court, com- 
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poaed of one jndge, who aleo presidea in the Yice- 
Admindtj Court, a commiBsioner in the Insolvent 
Coart, and three police magistrates 



CHAPTER XIX. 

mUMOn OF GOLD PSOOWRT CKBTAIMTT — 'SKXKSi OW HBTOBT OU> 

SBKPHXBO EDWARD HAROBEAVn POINTS OUT GOLD VTSLDB OORREi- 

rONDDTOR WITH OOVERMOR BTUTCHBURT PROCLAMATION ISSUED 

riRST GOLD OOICMISSIONER APPOINTED JOHN HARDY's DESCRIPTION Or 

SUMMERHILL CREEK — PREACHING AT THE DIGGINGS. 

In the month of April, 1851, New Sonth Wales and 
Port Phillip were enjoying an unexampled condition 
of financial and commercial prosperity, the demand 
for labor was steadily increasing, and in the elder col- 
ony several manufactures and copper-mines were af- 
fording new investments for colonial capital. The 
leading colonial journal was amusing its readers with 
calculations of the period when all the pastoral land 
of the colony would be overstocked with sheep and 
cattle. The politicians had three grievances — the 
continuance of transportation, the delay in establish- 
ing a steam-post, and the shortcomings of the new 
constitution, which had increased the fixed taxes with- 
out giving any real additional legislative power to 
the colonists. 

In the midst of this satisfactory state of affairs, 
" through the Exchange of Sydney a homd rumor 
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ran" that a great gold-field had been found near 
Ba&nrst. 

Very soon small " nuggets" (the word is Califor- 
nian) arrived in the city, and were handed about as 
curiosities. Hereupon a few seore pedestrians, chiefly 
of the humblest class, set out to walk to Bathurst, 
140 miles. 

By the 2nd of May there was no longer any doubt 
about the diggings ; crowds of all ranks streamed 
across the Blue Mountains ; the governor's proclama- 
tion gave official currency to the dazzling fact ; the 
gold fever commenced. 

When whispers and rumors had grown into a great 
fact, every body wondered that the discovery had not 
been made before, as it had been so often prophesied 
by various individuab, none of whom seem to have 
had, like Mr. Hfu-greaves, sufficient confidence in their 
own judgment to travel to the district, and put a 
spade into the ground. 

The history of the gold discoveries in Australia lies 
in a very short compass, but is worth telling; It il- 
lustrates many curious things : 

The first written reference to the existence of gold 
in Australia is to be found in a dispatch, not published 
at the time, addressed by Sir George Gipps, 2nd of 
•September, 1840, to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, in which he encloses a report from Count 
Strzelecki, mentioning under gold "an auriferous 
sulphuret of iron, partly decomposed, yielding a very 
femall quantity of gold, although not enough to repay 
extraction," which he found in the Vale of Clwdd. 
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it was known to a few tliat an old shepherd of the 
name of Macgregor was in the habit of annnallj 
selling small parcels of gold to j.eweler8 ; but those 
who watched him coald discover nothing, and the 
common belief was that he sold the produce of rob- 
beries, which had been melted np to destroy suspicion. 
The Bev. D. Mackenzie, in his ^' Gold-digger," states 
that this old man has recentlj acknowledged that he 
obtained his gold from a place called Mitchell's Greek, 
beyond Wellington Valley, about 200 miles west of 
Sydney. 

The Rev. W. B. Clarke, one of the colonial chap- 
lains, and a geologist of considerable acquirements, 
has claimed in the colonial press the honor of having 
unsuccessfully directed attention to the gold-bearing 
regions of Bathurst In consequence of this claim, 
Sir Boderic Murchison, one of the most distinguished 
members of the geological and other scientific socie- 
ties, read a paper before the Geological Society, in 
which he states that having, between 1841 and 1843, 
published descriptions of the auriferous phenomena 
of the Ural Mountains, in 1844, before the Eoyal Ge- 
ographical Society, he compared the eastern chain of 
Australia with the Ural Mountains. In 1846, a year 
before the Califomian discovery, he addressed the 
Royal Geological Society of Cornwall, recommending 
. unemployed Cornish tin-miners to emigrate to New 
South Wales, and dig for gold in the d6bris and drift 
of what he termed the "Australian Cordillera," in 
which he had recently heard that gold had been dis- 
covered in small quantities, and in which he antici- 
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pat^5 from the siiiiilarity with the Ural Mountains, 
that it would certainly be found in abundance. 

After these opinions had bieen .made public, per- 
sons resident in Sydney and Adelaide sought for and 
found specimens of gold, which they transmitted to 
Sir Eoderick, who thereupon wrote to Earl Grey, 
the minister of the colonies, in November, 1848^ sta- 
ting the grounds for his confident expectation that 
gold would be found in large quantities, and suggest- 
ed precautionary measures. Earl Grey never an- 
swered this letter, and neither took measures nor sent 
out private instructions to prepare the governor for 
the realization of the predictions of the man of science. 
As he afterwards explained, he thought it better that 
the people should stick to wool-growing. This seems 
no reason for keeping his own governor in the dark. 

The fijst printed notice by Mr. Clarke appeared in 
the Sydney Morning Herald/m 1847, in which, fol- 
lowing Sir Eoderick Murchison's footsteps, he com- 
pares Australia with the Ural. 

In 1848 a Mr. Smithy eng^g^d iij iron-works near 
Berrima,* waited upon Mr. Deas Thomson, the colo- 
nial Secretary, produced a lump of gold imbedded in 
quartz, which he said he had found, and offered, on 
receipt of £800, to discover the locality. On refer- 
ence to the governor, a verbal answer was returned 
that, if Mr. Smith chpse to trust to the liberality of 
the government, he might rely on being rewarded in 
proportion to the value of the alleged discovery. The 

* Berrima, in the county of Camden, eighty-on«^ miles from 
Sydney. . , . 
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gOTenmidnt mispeeted that the lump of gold «une 
from Oalifoniia, ^^ and were afraid of agitating the 
public mind by ordmng geological inrestigations.^ 
Nothing more has been heard of Mr. Smith. 

On the 8d April, 1851, Mr. Edward Hargreaves 
addreesed a letter to the colonial secretary, after sey- 
eral interviews, in which he said that if the govern- 
ment would award him £500 as a compensation, he 
would point out the localities where gold was to be 
found, and leave it to the generosity of the govern- 
ment to make him an additional reward commen- 
surate with the benefit likely to accrue to the gov- 
ernment. 

It seems that Mr. Hargreaves, while in California, 
was struck with the similarity between the richest 
diggings of that country and a district in the Bathurst 
country which he had traveled over fifteen years pre- 
viously ; and on his return to Sydney made an explo- 
ring expedition of two months, which realized his ex- 
pectations. 

The same answer was returned to Mr. Hargreaves 
as to Mr. Smith. He was satisfied, and on the 80th 
April wrote, naming Lewes Ponds and Summerhill 
Greeks, and Macquarie River, in the district of Bath 
"Urst and Wellington, as the districts where gold would 
'be found. 

A copy of this letter was, by the governor's direc- 
tions, forwarded to the colonial geologist, Mr. Stutch- 
bury, with whom Mr. Hargreaves was put in com- 
munication. Mr. Stutchbury was appointed by Earl 
Grey to this position iu the colony, through a recom- 
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mefcdation of Sir Henry de la Beche, and of his geo- 
logical attainments there can be no question ; but al* 
most all these home appointments are unlucky. There 
was a story floating in Bathurst that the government 
geologist was dissatisfied with his ^'prospectmg^^ du- 
ties ; " for it tired him to walk, and painied him to 
ride." No doubt by this time he is a practiced 
bushmah. 

Messrs. Hargreaves and Stutchbury set out on their 
journey. On the 8th of May a Mr. Green, a crown 
commissioner, writes in great alarm from Bathurst 
that ^' a Mr. Hargreaves has been employing people 
to dig for gold on the Summerhill Creek, who have 
found several oxmces;" and suggests "that some 
stringent measure be adopted to prevent the laboring 
classes from leaving their employments to search on 
the crown lands." 

On the 13th of May Mr. Green writes again, in still 
more alarm : " A piece of gold valued at £30 had 
been brought in, and he feared that any future regu- 
lations would be set at defiance." 

Having frequently in the course of this work had 
occasion to point out the mistakes and misdeeds of 
the local colonial government, it is only common jus- 
tice to say that the line of conduct adopted by Sir 
Charles Fitzroy and his council on the occurrence of 
the gold crisis reflects upon them the highest credit. 

A few dates will show how rapidly gold-gathering 
grew into an important pursuit, stimulating agricul- 
ture, %nd overshadowing the pastoral interest. 

May 14th. Mr. Stutchbury reports that he " had 
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seen sufBcient to prove the existence of grain gold." 

19th. Mr. Statchbnry reports ^^ that manj persons 
with merely a tin dish have obtained one or two 
oonces a day. Fonr hundred persons at work, occu- 
pying about a mile of the Summerhill Greek, fear that 
great confusion will arise in consequence of people 
setting up claims." 

22nd. A proclamation was issued declaring the 
rights of tne crown to gold found in its natural place 
of deposit within the territory of New South Wales. 

23rd. John Richard Hardy, Esq., chief magistrate 
of Paramatta, was appointed the first gold commis- 
sioner, with instructions to organize a mounted police 
of ten men ; to issue licenses to gold-diggers, at the 
rate of dOs. a month ; to receive in paym^it gold ob- 
tained by amalgamation at £2 8s. per ounce, and at 
£3 48. per ounce for gold obtained by washing. And 
to preserve the peace and put down outrage and vio- 
lence, with this view h^ was furdier. instructed to co- 
operate with the local police, and to swear in special 
constables from the licensed diggers. 

Smne date. Thomas Icely, Esq., M. C, of Ooomb- 
ing, near Bathurst, where gold was discovered in 1849, 
appeared before the Executive Council, and gave an 
account of his visit to the gold-field on the 16th May. 
He saw one hundred and eleven peraons actually at 
work — double that number going and coming — all 
successful who worked steadily — ^the country poor aud 
unfit for agricultural or pastoral purposes, though the 
license fee of thirty shillings would be collected with- 
out difficulty, apprehended great danger to residents 
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on their own property, from the nnmbw of pereons 
who might be expected to pa$8 the digtrict from the 
neighboring colonies, feared that his own and all other 
stores would be pillaged. 

26th. Mr. Stutcbbury reported that gold-diggers 
had increased to one thousand, that lamps had been 
found varying in weight from one ounce to four 
pounds, that the larger pieces were generally got out 
of fissures in the rock, " clay slate," which forms the 
bed of the river, dipped to the north-east at various 
angles, the fissile edges presenting jagged edges, 
which had opened under the influence of the atmos- 
phere, "the smaller grain gold being procured by 
washing the alluvial soil resting upon and filling in 
the clewage joints of the slate ; " that " gold was also 
found in the planks of the ranges, proving that it had 
originated in the mountains." 

He observes : — " The workings at present are con- 
ducted in the most wasteful manner, from the cupid- 
ity and ignorance of the people, which cannot be rem- 
edied until some o£B^cer is appointed acquainted with 
the proper mode of working, with pi»wer to enforce 
it. The best thing that could happen would be a 
severe flood, which would fill the diggings, and 
oblige them to begin, de novo, under proper re- 
strictions." 

Such is the constant hankering of government 
o£B^cials to teach and regulate commercial enterprise. 

Mr. Stutchbury further reported that gold had been 
found in Argyle, on the Abercrombie Eiver, in the 
creeks running north and south of the Connobola 

28 
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Mountains, finch as Oakey Creek, the whole length 
of the Macqnarie from Bathnrst to Wellington. 

Creek is a colonial term applied to a minor branch 
or tributary of a river. These creeks seldom run 
more than three months in the year. 

About this time a considerable number of respect- 
able persons were seized with terror, lest the whole 
framework of society should become disorganized, and 
anarchy and violence become chronic. 

When the existence of gold was first ascertained 
there were flockowners who disapproved of the course 
pursued by the governor in raising gold-digging to 
the condition of a regular industrial pursuit, and re- 
commended " that martial law should be proclaimed, 
and all gold-digging peremptorily prohibited, m order 
thai, the ordvucm/ irbdusi/rial pursidta of the caurUry 
should not he interfered with ;^^ that is to say, some 
of the same order who have always patronized vaga- 
bond bachelor shepherds, and opposed the establish- 
ment of wives, families, and small farms in the inte- 
rior, were ready to risk a civil war rather than 
endanger their wool crops. 

But, fortunately, the governor, being a soldier, had 
no taste for spilling the blood of his countrymen in a 
" futile attempt to stop the influx of the tide." 

Provincial Inspector Scott, of the police, reports 
from Bathnrst that the distance thence to Bathurst is 
forty miles, over a clear and defined but mountainous 
road, fit for the passage of drays. 

" The diggings are in a creek situated within steep 
hills, varying in height, with flats from ten to twenty 
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yards in width. Large pieces of rock have to be re* 
moved, the slate formation shattered with a pick, and 
the earth to be washed. The solid pieces of gold are 
found underneath and between the rocks and slate, 
and the small portions are produced from the wash- 
ing of the earth in cradles. Thought that the depos- 
its of the creek would be exhausted soon — that any 
mechanics in full Vork would commit an act of insan- 
ity to resign their situations in search of gold ; that 
on Sabbath all parties left off work, and the Rev. 
Mr. Chapman, a Wesleyan minister, preached to a 
large congregation. Further, Mr. Scott anticipated 
difficulty in preserving the peace, unless prompt and 
energetic measures were adopted, viz : To swear in 
all respectable persons as special constables, and per- 
mit them to be armed. To grant licenses to other 
classes (not respectable), and take their arms away 
from them to be locked up in the Bathurst Court 
House." 

From the letters of the provincial inspector of the 
same date, reporting the preparations that he had 
made to assist the gold commissioner, in case of the 
anticipated resistance, it is evident that no ordinary 
degree of alarm was generally experienced. 

But, fortunately, the colonists of Australia proved 
themselves more orderly and sensible than the police 
and other timid individuals had imagined ; and in 
Mr. Hardy, the first gold commissioner, the governor 
had selected a man of excellent judgment, temper and 
cool courage, who was determined to let the industri- 
ous miners have fair play, and equally determined to 
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enforee his lawfbl anthority. His papers are all mod- 
els of strong common sense. 

For instance, when called before the Executive 
Conncil to he informed of his appointment, he states, 
*^ that he did not consider that he should hare any 
difficulty in enforcing an observance of any reasonsr 
ble regulations, if twelve mounted men on whom he 
could depend were attached to him, all being soldiers 
who have but a short time longer to serve to entitle 
them to claim their discharge with pensions." He 
does not desire to associate civilians with soldiers. 
His confidence was not misplaced. 

June 2nd. Mr. Hardy arrived on Summerhill with 
eight extra police, lent by Major Wentworth, found 
not the least desire to resist the government regula- 
tions, and did not keep the extra force on the ground 
half an hour. An arrangement to intercept all new 
arrivals, by sending them to unoccupied ground, pre- 
vented confusion. 

On June 8th, four hundred and forty-six licenses had 
been issued ; to two or three hundred new arrivals he 
had given a few days to pay ; quiet and good order 
prevailed ; " in one instance alone was there an in- 
clination to disregard my decision. A tall, strong 
man, a butcher at Bathurst, who had been in the 
habit of beginning to work wherever he saw prom- 
ises of lumps of gold, trusting to his strength to keep 
down opposition, began to work on another man's 
opening. I told him to desist; but, as soon as I 
turned my back, he began again, saying he would 
work where he liked in spite of any one. I turned 
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back immediately, and as I went up to him be drop{>ed 
his pick and snatched np a spade as if to strike me. 
I instantly collared him, put him in handcufis, and 
marched him off the ground, declaring my intention 
of sending him to Bathnrst gaol. I sent up to my 
camp, with orders for a policeman to get ready to take 
him in, and continued my walk. On my return, in 
about an hour, the man was very penitent, begged to 
be let off, which I did : he has been working quietly 
ever since, and the neighborhood has been relieved 
of a very unpleasant man. I have mentioned this 
to show how easily such a population may be man- 
aged. There is no occasion for any increase of force 
here." 

This is important evidence. There is no question 
that, if convicts from Yan Diemen's Land could have 
been kept out of the gold-fields, there never would 
have been any dangerous disturbances. 

June 9. The government geologist reported the 
existence of ^old in the Turon, and other branches of 
the River Macquarie ; and Mr. Hardy, anxious that 
there shoald be no accumulation of diggers, posted 
up notices of the new discoveries. 

For this measure, as tending to stimulate gold dig- 
ging, for giving time to new arrivals to pay for their 
licences, and for not swearing in special constables, 
he was called to account by the Executive Council. 

The advantage of dispersing the daily-arriving 
armies of diggers, by giving them actual intelligence 
instead of mere rumors for a guide, would seem obvi- 
ous to any except those Mother Partingtons of legis- 
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lation, who still hoped to mop back the tide which 
had set in from other employments towards the 
gold-field. 

June 11. Mr. Hardy writes, " All anxiety as to 
the payment of the license fee is at an end. I give 
parties, who profess themselves unable to pay at the 
onset, a few days. But it is well understood, and in- 
variably acted on, that no man works more than a 
few days without a license ; and it is partly from this 
known circumstance that so many leave after a week's 
fruitless labor. This is, after all, of a good ten- 
dency. Universally successful diggers would leave 
the colony in a bad position. The return to their 
former employments adds greatly to the general 
benefit. 

" With respect to special constables, I do not think 
I need be under any apprehension of any opposition 
to the payment of licenses. It was necessary on two 
occasions to break the cradles, and march the owners 
off the ground, not on account of any refusal to pay 
the license fee, but because the parties had worked 
the four or five days I had given them to determine 
whether they were able to pay or not, and still pror 
fessed their inability to pay, and refused to take up 
their cradles and remove. In such cases, and indeed 
in aU caseSy mstomt cmd determined action is neceawxr 
rj/j cmd disregard of fosmhle consequences the safest 
jpcUoy. Some 4ays ago several persons were work- 
ing on Hr. Lane's land, and on the application of Mr. 
Budder, who was in charge of the ground, I ordered 
them off. Half an hour after I found one set of men 
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still at work, and, thangh alone, and two miles away 
from my men, I did not hesitate to kick the cradle 
into the stream, and take the owner a prisoner into 
the town. If I had thought it necessary to call upon 
Mr. Budder, and those who were with him, instead 
of acting as I did, I should not have succeeded better ; 
I probably should not have succeeded at all ; and the 
probability is, that on the many occasions when I am 
necessarily alone, and in remote places, I might meet 
with defiance, as one who could do nothing unless his 
police were with him. I can rely on myself; I have 
the most perfect reliance on the men, one and all, that 
the government has given me ; but I could never rely 
on special constables, however respectable : the more 
respectable the more vmfit wnder the peculicur ci/rcwn- 
atanoes. At elections, and temporary and local dis 
turbances, special constables are, I have no doubt, 
sufficient for the emergency ; but the bands of un- 
known and homeless men, which compose the greater 
part of this population, and who readily recognise me 
and my men in the performance of our duty, who 
laugh at what they call amateur constables, and would 
proceed from laughing to injuring, in the many op- 
portunities that would offer ; and these circumstances 
will readily present themselves to the minds of those 
who might be required to act as special constables ; 
they would be a proscribed class." 

The same good sense and firmness characterize Mr. 

Hardy's answer to the deputation of diggers who 

came up to present a petition and some resolutions 

for the reduction of the license fee from thirty shil- 

P 
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lings a month to seven shillings and six pence : — "I 
informed them that I should advise the government 
not to lower the license fee, and I informed them of 
my reasons for doing so, as follows : It was well as- 
certained that about eight hundred persons earned on 
an average £1 per diem ; that about six or seven hun- 
dred earned from three to four or five shillings a day ; 
that about three hundred earned nothing ; that the 
first mentioned eight hundred were able, industrious, 
and persevering men, working in the numerous favor- 
able localities in the creek ; that the second six or 
seven hundred were men who worked some time less 
than a week witliout judgment, and who had not the 
energy, strength, and bodily powers to be successful; 
that the last mentioned three hundred were men who 
did not work at all, but, after looking about for a day 
or two, went off in disgust ; consequently, that to the 
eight hundred successful diggers the thirty-shilling 
fee was positively nothing, seeing that any man could 
live well on nine shillings a week ; that the remain- 
der — the partially and totally unsuccessful — would 
be much better employed in their past avocations. 
That the government had to consider the general in- 
terests of the community, and not those of the 
diggers alone,- and that those general interests would 
not be advanced by encouraging all the laboring 
hands of the colony to be employed in gold dig- 

In July the rush to the diggings had somewhat 
moderated, when the discovery of a hundred weight 
of gold revived and stimulated the excitement to a 
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degree, which affected all classes of society ; and, 
after that discovery, crowds of gentlemen repaired to 
the diggings. This great prize having been raised by 
a gentlemanj Dr. Kerr, who had not taken out a 
license, the gold commissioner, in the exercise of his 
duty, seized it, in order to assert the rights of the 
crovn. By an equitable arrangement it was after- 
wards given up, a precedent having thus been estab- 
lished, on payment of a royalty often per cent. : — 

" In the first week of July an educated aboriginal, 
formerly attached to the Wellington mission, and who 
has been in the service of W. J. Kerr, Esq., of Wal- 
lawa, about seven years, returned home to his em- 
ployer with the intelligence that he had discovered 
a large mass of gold amongst a heap of quartz upon 
the run whilst tending his sheep. He had amused 
himself by exploring the country adjacent to his 
employer's land, and his attention was first called to 
the lucky spot by observing a speck of some glittering 
yellow substance upon the surface of a block of the 
quartz, upon which he applied his tomahawk, and 
broke off a portion. At that moment the splendid 
prize stood revealed to his sight. His first care was 
to start off home and disclose his discovery to his 
master, to whom he presented whatever gold might 
be procured from it. As may be supposed, little 
time was lost by the worthy doctor. Quick as horse- 
flesh would carry him he was on the ground, and in 
a very short period the three blocks of quartz, con- 
taining the hwa&red weight of gold^ were released from 
the bed where, charged widx unknown wealth, they 
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had rested for thousands of years, awaiting the hand 
of civilized man to disturb them. 

^^ The largest of the blocks was about a foot in 
diameter, and weighed 75 lbs. gross. Out of this 
piece 60 lbs. of pure gold was taken. Before separa- 
tion it was beautifully encased in quartz. The other 
two were something smaller. The auriferous mass 
weighed as nearly as could be guesse4 from two to 
three hundred weight. Not being able to move it 
conveniently, Dr. Kerr broke the pieces into small 
fragments, and herein committed a very grand error. 
As specimens the glittering blocks would have been 
invaluable. Nothing yet known of would have borne 
comparison, or, if any, the comparison would have 
been in our favor. From the description given by 
him, as seen in their original state, the world has seen 
nothing like them yet. 

" The heaviest of the two large pieces presented an 
appearance not unlike a honeycomb or sponge, and 
consisted of particles of a crystalline form, as did 
nearly the whole of the gold. The second larger 
piece was smoother, and the particles more con- 
densed, and seemed as if it had been acted upon by 
water. The remainder was broken into lumps of 
from two to three pounds and downwai:d8, and were 
remarkably free from quartz or earthy matter. 

"In the place where this mass of treasure was 
found, quartz blocks formed an isolated heap, and 
were distant about one hundred yards from a quartz 
vein which stretches up the ridge from the Murroo 
Creek. The locality is the commencement of an un- 
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dnlating tableland, very fertile, and is contiguous to 
a never-failing supply of water in the above named 
creek. It is distant about fifty-three miles from 
Bathurst, eighteen from Mudgee, thirty from Welling- 
ton, iCnd eighteen to the nearest point of the Macqua- 
rie River, and is withm about eight miles of Dr. 
Kerr's head station. The neighboring country has 
been pretty well explored since the discovery, but, 
with the exception of dust, no further indication has 
been found. 

" In return for his very valuable services. Dr. Kerr 
has presented -the black fellow and his brother with 
two flocks of sheep, two saddle horses, and a quantity 
of rations, and supplied them with a team of bullocks 
to plough some land in which they are about to sow 
a crop of maize and potatoes. One of the brothers, 
mounted on a serviceable roadster, accompanied the 
party into town, and appeared not a little proud of 
his share in the transaction." 

Dr. Kerr, the fortunate finder of this lump of gold, 
is mentioned in one of the Voluntary Statements as an 
excellent, kind master. His brother-in-law, Mr. Suttor, 
of Brucedale, is a son of the introducer of orange- 
groves, also one of the most deservedly popular men 
in the colony. 

Dr. Kerr's great prize revived the "sacred rage for 
gold" among the whole population, and Sydney 
seemed about to be deserted. New discoveries in 
various directions were made, among which the Turon 
and the Araluen diggings still continue the most profit- 
able, after being steadily worked for nearly six months. 
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The following is Mr. Hardy's firet report on the 
Tnron, which subsequent experience has fiilly con- 
firmed: — 

" The Turon gold-field is of the most satisfactory 
nature, and places the settled and profitable nature of 
gold-digging beyond question. 

"The geological nature of the Turon country, its 
physical conformation, and the description of gold 
found there, are all totally different fi'om the same at 
Summerhill Creek. Summerhill Creek is narrow, 
confined between high ranges, with a fall so great as 
to make the rush of water in time of flood immensely 
great ; and you cannot ride one hundred yards along 
the stream, so broken and narrow and difficult is the 
watercourse ; and the hills are mica-slate, intersected 
in every direction with broad and well-defined quartz 
veins. On the other hand, the Turon River runs 
through a valley of some miles in width ; that is to 
say, the wall of ranges that bounds one side is some 
miles distant from the wall of ranges that bounds it 
on the other, though there are plenty of intermediate 
ranges breaking up the general run of the valley. 

" Then the Turon hills are twice the height of the 
Summerhill ditto. They are formed of mica-slate 
(without much mica), and no quartz veins whatever. 
I walked nine miles down the river and back, and, 
with the exception of slight and ill-defined indications, 
saw no quartz veins. As might be expected, there- 
fore, from the width of the valley, the bed of the 
Turon is broad, level, not tortuous, compared with 
Summerhill Creek, presenting few of those abrupt 
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elbowB BO frequent in the former. la abort, that 
river rolls on in time of flood (which rises about 
twelve feet) in a comparatively nnintermpted stream, 
over a smooth bed, along which, for miles, where the 
water is low, as at present, drays can travel with 
great ease. 

"In Smnmerhill Creek the gold is always large in 
the grain, often liiassive, seldom thin and scaly. At 
the Turon the gold for the nine miles I have caremlly 
investigated is precisely the gold enclosed. Then the 
Snmmerhill Greek has its barren straight reaches, and 
its profitable slopes ; whereas in the whole course of 
the Turon (for that nine miles I have mentioned) the 
production of gold appears to be as regular as wheat 
in a sown field. No sloping elbows ; no narrow, long 
gorges. I found several parties whom I knew at 
Summerhill at work several miles apart on the Turon. 
They had tried up and down (for that nine miles, and 
a few miles ftirther down), in hopes of getting into 
the coarse gold of Summerhill ; but the result was 
always the same. It does not matter where, in the 
bed of the creek or the impending banks, you work : 
any steady working men can earn ten shillings a day 
with the utmost regularity. I found a settler named 
SchofielH one hundred yards from his own door. He 
had been working at Summerhill, and said that he 
had left it only because what he was now getting was 
ftt his own door, and as much as he wanted, though 
he had averaged 30s. a day at Summerhill. He told 
me of his trials in various parts, and of his invariable 
success. He had just come to his work from dinner 
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when I came up to bis cradle, and showed me the 
proceeds of a morning's work in a pannakin, got bj 
one cradle, himself and two men. It was exactly one 
quarter of an ounce, and I gave him 166. for it. He 
gave me and I weighed the proceeds o( their work 
for the previous (4) four days, and it was exactly two 
ounces; I found exactly the same result from two 
other parties in other parts of the creek, whom I knew 
at Summerhill, and who had come to the Turon be- 
cause they resided near at hand. In short, from the 
top of the bank across the whole bed of the river 
(from fifty to one hundred yards wide), and from the 
w&ole of that nine miles at least, the result is as abso- 
lutely to be depended upon as weekly wages, and 
6,000 workers would be nothing in that space. You 
must, however, observe that Schofield and his mates, 
and the other persons whom I knew, were steady, 
hard-working men, who began at sunrise, and, with 
the interval of an hour for breakfast and an hour for 
dinner, kept steadily on till sundown. I hear from 
Mr. Richards and from others of a larger production, 
of an ounce a day by various people, but I disbelieve 
such accounts. The men from whom I gather my 
conclusion are steady, regular workers, accustomed to 
the business. However, the true yield to the indus- 
trious and able, as I have stated above, is by far the 
most satisfactory condition I have met with, and^leads 
me to believe that, in connection with the production 
of similar gold down the Macquarie, and in other 
streams within forty miles of Bathurst, the production 
of gold may be termed illimitable. 
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" I wish to call your attention also to another plain 
deduction from the facts I have above stated. In 
Summerhill Creek, with its numerous quartz veins, 
and its broken bed and narrow, tortuous course, giv- 
ing rise to eddies, and their results in slopes and 
precipices, the gold is massive in its general charac- 
ter ; the dust of that quarter being exceedingly coarse 
compared with the Turon. In the Turon nine miles, 
with its regular, wide, unbroken bed and banks, its 
straighter course, and its absence of quartz veins, the 
gold is exceedingly fine. I most confidently believe 
that the said Turon gold is the production chiefly of 
the upper and unexplored and broken sources of the 
Turon; that there, too, will be found the narrower, 
steeper country, and the multitudinous quartz veins ; 
there too, the coarse gold detached from its neighbor- 
ing matrix, too heavy to be cariried with the lighter 
particles with every flood towards the Macquarie." 

From the end of May we are indebted to the cor- 
respondents of the Sydney papers for many striking 
descriptions of the diggers and the diggings. The 
journey to Bathurst was easily performed by mail- 
coach or on horseback. Arrived at Bathurst, the 
explorer found himself in the midst of a rich pastoral 
and agricultural district, in which every fertile valley 
had a small colony of settlers, ready to supply flour, 
meal, milk, and butter, at reasonable charges. 

The Bathurst district consists of elevated tableland, 
intersected by barren ridges, watered by a series of 
Australian rivers flowing from the Aumatolas Moun- 
tains, most of which have been ibund to be auriferous. 

P* 24 
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The goId'<ligg;erB, instead of settUng in a wfldemesB 
infested by grizzly bears and savage Indians, like 
Califorida, fonnd tbemselTes in a district where a 
market was only needed to^caU into cnltiTation thou- 
sands of acres of capital land — at Frederick's Yallej, 
a gold placer of extraordinary richness, belon^g to 
Mr. Wentworth; at Snmmerhill Farms, at King's 
Plains, Pretty Plains, Emu Swamp, and the Cornish 
Settlement, where the crops in the severest droughts 
never &iled. 

The Sommerhill diggings, which are now nearly 
exhausted, and the style of life which prevails through- 
out the interior of Australia, are well depicted in the 
following sketch by a correspondent of the Sydney 
Morning Herald: — 

"Monday, June 2. — In the morning the ice was 
thick upon the water in the dishes outside, and the 
ground covered with hoar frost, as it always is here 
in fine weather at this season ; hot days and frosty 
nights. 

" To an unscientific eye the gold country (Bathurst 
district) consists of a mass, not of ranges, but appa- 
rently of points of ranges, thrown together without any 
regular arrangement, but dovetailing into one another 
like the teeth of two saws placed close together, face 
to face ; these teeth again being cut into smaller 
pieces by narrow precipitous gullies, many of them 
nearly as deep as the main creek itself. Small creeks 
twist and twine down these narrow gullies, which 
have a sudden bend every half-dozen yards, into the 
Summerhill or main creek, which twists and twines 
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like the others, but on a larger scale. The banks of 
the gullies are precipitous on both sides, but in the 
main creek there are alternate bluffs and low points, 
the teeth of the saw sloping gently down, diminishing 
in height as they do in width, till they come to a 
point overhung on the opposite side by a high bluff 
or precipice, which forms the inside of the nick of the 
opposite saw ; and, as we stood upon the edge of the 
cliff, we looked down nearly two hundred feet over 
and along each side of the opposite point, dotted with 
tents and gunyas of bark or branches, each with its 
fire in front, sending the blue smoke up into the clear 
frosty morning air; some under the noble swamp 
oaks at the water's edge, others behind and under the 
box and gum trees which towered one above another 
till the rising branch was merged in the main ridge 
behind. The point was occupied by about fifteen 
parties cutting straight into the hill ; and, as we looked 
down upon their busy movements, digging, carrying 
earth, and working the cradles at the edge of the 
water, with the noise of the pick, the sound of voices, 
and the washing of the shingle in the iron boxes of 
the cradles, I could scarcely believe that two months 
ago this was a quiet secluded gully in a far-out cattle 
run, where a solitary stock keeper or black fellow on 
the hunt were all that ever broke the. solitude of 
nature. On saying so to Scotch Harry, he said that 
he had stock-kept there for nearly twenty years, and 
when he came there were flocks of kangaroos ; these 
were driven off by the cattle, and now they were as 
completely driven off by the gold-diggers. * Little 
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enoiig^ tlie fint occopien thoii^t of gold,' I lem^ 
^ YeSy' answered Scotch Hany, ' and it would be well 
for eome of these fellows if they thought as little ;' 
and he told ns of two who had gone mad already — 
one a shepherd, in the neighborhood, found a piece 
while poking abont his mn, and came to him making 
a great mystery abont the place, till he conld find 
no more, when he took him to it, but it was a chance 
piece, and not accompanied by five or six more, as is 
nsnally the case ; the fellow, however, was not satisfied, 
and continued searching abont, till, from excitement 
and anxiety, he went mad ; the other was a man who, 
after starving for two days, found 5 lbs. weight, fiunted 
repeatedly, and is now in confinement. Kerr said 
that two months ago hardly a traveler passed his 
house in a week, now they were in crowds every 
hour ; his children never thought there were so many 
people in the world before, and wondered what it all 
meant ; he could hardly believe it himsell We did 
not find our dray, but heard of it close at hand, and 
sat down to look about us. Drays and parties of men 
were arriving every few minutes, many of whom 
gave a cheer as if they saw fortune in their hand 
when they looked down upon the workers in the 
bed of the creek below ; some were putting up tents 
and gunyas, and some working, but all busy and in 
good humor, barring the men who were constantly 
leaving, and looked sufficiently disgusted. We were 
a good deal pu^ed how to get our baggage carried 
to Messrs. Boach and Barrington's, as it would take 
at least two days to carry sev^n hundred weight over 
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two miles of guch ridges, or down the bed of the 
creek, cut up as it is in every direction ; but, just as 
the last rays of the sun were leaving the top of the 
ridge, a party of nine native warriors, in their new 
govcFument blankets, painted, and armed with spears 
and boomerangs, came winding down the bank. As 
they passed through our camp, I asked the foremost 
if they would carry our baggage, to which they at 
once agreed, and camped with us. 

" We were all astir at daylight, and found the wa- 
ter frozen in the bucket, and the tops of our blankets 
quite wet wiJhin the tent. The loads were adjusted, 
and the blacks, with the two men, started under the 
guidance of the company, and returned about noon 
by a short cut, we remaining to erect the tent. On 
loading them again, one fellow complained that a pot 
of beef hurt his head, so I gave him a roll of brown 
paper, but soon found my mistake, as not a man 
Would move without the same, so that when I came 
to the last there was not a scrap left ; he had only 
bedding to carry, and I explained to him that no pad 
was necessary, but he drew himself up and asked if I 
thought him a fool ; ' Another one black fellow hab 
it.' He was evidently in earnest, and would have 
. left his load there and then, had I not clapped a call- ■ 
ng-card on his shaggy bullet head, and he went off 
quite proud ; we gave them one shilling each and 
their rations, which is high pay for a black. Many 
return at once, without giving it one minute's trial. 
I saw one party arrive, six respectable-looking, hard- 
working men, all well provided with tools, clothes and 
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proYisicms. As I stood conyersmg with one of them, 
who was patting the things together to move to their 
tent, a parcel unrolled, and a Bible and Frajer-book 
fell ont;. He looked np, and said they should not fop- 
get these even for gold, to which I assented, with the 
remark that men would get none the less gold for 
minding them." 

The Tmxm, which, like many Australian names, 
was scarcely known beyond its immediate neighbor- 
hood before the gold discoveries, rises in the county 
of Eoxburgh, near Cullen Cnllen, and flows, like the 
Summerhill Creek, into the Macquarie. On its banks 
SofiJa has been founded. Here it was that the art 
of cradling gold and washing gold was learned by 
thousands who have since removed to Mount Alexan- 
der and other districts. 

In the first instance gold was so carelessly washed 
that little boys made a living of as much as £3 or £6 
a week by rewashing the refuse or " tailings" that 
flowed from the cradles of the men. The process will 
be found more minutely described in an account of a 
journey to Ballarat 

The gold fields of the Turon include river-bed claims 
and dry diggings. 

In the river-bed claims it is the object to clear a 
deep hole of water, and then wash the mud and sand 
which have been carried there in the course of ages ; 
partly washed to the hand of the miner by the tor- 
rents of nature. In ^^ dry diggings," the earth after 
being raised, must be careMly broken up and washed. 

Fortunate diggers come, firom time to time upon 
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lumps or " nuggets" of various sizes, which once ex- 
cited great attention and curious comparison between 
those found in quartz, in clay, in alluvial mould ; but 
now in the auction-rooms of Sydney and Melbourne 
they excite no more attention, unless of rare beauty, 
than so much copper or lead. 

The immediate result of the rush to the Bathurst 
gold-fields was to supply the district with labor at 
reasonable rates. A traveler observes : " We were 
much struck by the difference between their ideas of 
the mines and those of men at a greater distance. 
To the latter the gold country is a place with pieces 
of gold ready to be picked up without trouble, and 
they start off, trusting to find food somehow, and 
quarters somewhere, as they have done hitherto in 
the bush ; but to these men here it is an open box 
forest, with severe frosts every night, sleet and snow 
for weeks at a time, without any accommodations 
whatever, or rations, unless paid for in hard money, 
at three times the usual price ; if they turn out, they 
exchange their comfortable, warm hut and re^lar 
meals for cold and hunger at once, so that there is 
no room for the imagination to work. And though 
they all intend to give it a trial when they get their 
discharge, and their wages to fit them out, they ex- 
pressed the greatest astonishment at the folly of the 
men they saw passing every day, totally unprovided : 
they looked upon them as literally mad." 

Amid the sounds of rejoicing from those who for 
the first time found themselves amply repaid for every 
week's hard work in solid gold, there were of coursb 



378 THE THREE OOLONIES OF AUSTRAIJA. 

many fidlnres. There were thousands who came up 
to dig for gold who had never dug a rood of garden 
in their lives, and never slept out of the house. To 
a working man who had been accustomed to toil for 
weekly wages, it was nothing to dig all the week, and 
if one hole or spot did not suit to go on and try an- 
other. Hard work is second nature to such ; but 
of gentlemen, clerks, shopmen, city mechanics, there 
were many who easily broke down, worn out by the 
labor, by the exposure to night air, change of living, 
and bad luck. At least fifty per cent, of the adven- 
turers are obliged to retire after a short probation. 

A stock of clothing is indispensable, of at least one 
good change, with boots of the best leather : half 
the diggers get lame from their boots growing hard 
with wet. 

The cost of tools, utensils and provisions for four 
persons for five weeks, is £23 3s. lOd. Carriage and 
expenses on the road from Sydney, £8 ; licenses pay- 
able before commencing to work, £6. 

Tine following are the regulations enforced at the 
diggings : 

"AH persona digging or searching for alluyial gold to take out a 
license, the license fee being at the rate of £1 lOs. per month. AU 
gold procured without due authority is liable to seizure, in whose 
possession soever it be. Persons applying for license required to 
prove they are not absent from hired service. Claims to work un- 
occupied ground to be marked out on the following scale : 

** 1. Fifteen feet frontage to either side of a river or main creek. 

" 2. Twenty fe^ of the bed of a tributary to a river or main creek, 
extending across its whole breadth. 

" 8. Sixty feet of the bed of a ravine or watercourse. 
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** 4 Twenty feet square of tableland or riyer flats. 

** These claims to be secured to parties only as they may continue 
to hold licenses for the same, except in case of flood or accident 
Licenses liable to be canceled on conviction of the holders of selling 
spirits, or of any disorderly and riotous conduct Persons found 
working alluvial gold on public or private lands without a license, 
to pay a double license fee. Disputes as to claims to be settled by 
the commissioners. Licenses to dig on lands alienated from the 
crown, to be issued only to the proprietors, or persons authorized 
by the proprietors, in writing, to apply for the same. The fee for 
each licenses to be 158. per month. Licenses for draining ponds 
and waterholes, for the purpose of obtaining alluvial gold, to be 
obtainable on paying as many license fees as shall be proportioned 
to the area of the waterhole — calculating twenty-five feet square 
for every license. Reservoirs and dams for the purpose of washing 
gold to be constructed on the permission of the commissioners. 
Owners of claims employing laborers^ and paying license fees for 
them, allowed to transfer such licenses to other laborers. All per- 
sons searching for matrix gold, by working auriferous quartz veins, 
to pay a royalty of ten per cent on all gold obtained, to an officer 
appointed by the government The party working the vein to come 
under a bond in the sum of £1,000 to pay such royalty ; the gov- 
ernment officer to reside on the land, and to have access to the 
buildings and premises, and to all books and accounts connected 
with the production of gold. All buildings and machinery erected 
on the land to be considered as additional security to the govern- 
ment The claim to consist of half a mile, and in the course of the 
vein, with a quarter of a mile on each side of the vein reserved for 
building purposes, <bc The right to cut timber and to use water 
on the land to be granted. The claim to be forfeited by neglecting 
to pay the prescribed royalty ; by not employing twenty persons 
or machinery, calculating one horse power to seven men, within 
six months after the application for the claim has been accepted ; 
or by ceasing to employ that number subsequently ; by the employ- 
ment of unlicensed persons to work alluvial gold on the claim, or ' 
violating in any way the terms of the bond. The duration of the 
claims to be three years, to be extended further under instructfons 
from her Miyesty's government^ if the conditions of the bond have 
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an been lolfilled. No portion of the Innd preTionsly oeenpied and 
elnimed for ftllnrinl gold will be open for seleetion for matrix geid 
while it eontinnes to be worked for the former. The royalty for 
wolfing auriferona quartz on prirate landa to be fire per eenL 
PerMxna ocenpying portions of the gold-field for trading pnrpoeea 
to pay a licenae fee of £1 lOs^ per monUi." 

The opening of gold-fields in the Gonlbnm district, 
another fine pastoral and agricnltnral country, seventy 
miles from Sydney and on the Shoalhaven River, fol- 
lowed the Turon, and every day brought some new 
obscnre spot into temporary attention ; but nine-tenths 
of the reports are mere repetitions of the same col- 
ored story. In May, 1852, the localities in Ifew South 
Wales figuring for large amounts in the Sydney gold 
circulars were Major's Creek, Araluen, Braidwood, 
and Sofala, on the Turon. At all these new centres 
of population arrangements were made for the per- 
formance of religious worship by the heads of the 
several denominations. The Bishop of Australia, 
himself, dug the first posthole for a church at Sofala, 
raised by the voluntary contributions of the people ; 
and the government, by order in council, offered to 
the members of those societies of the religious com- 
munity who were in the habit of receiving assistance, 
a salary for such of their clergy and ministers as would 
proceed to the gold-diggings of £150 per annum, with 
an allowance for horse hire and house rent. 

The next important event was the opening of the 
gold-fields of Victoria. 

Gold was sold in small quantities to a jeweler of the 
name of Brettance, in '1848, which was found on the 
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banks of the Eiv.er Loddon, at the foot of the Clunes 
Hill, which is supposed to be of volcanic origin, and 
rises from a plane. 

In August, after a reward had been offered for the 
discovery of gold in the Port Phillip district, the dig- 
gings were opened at the Clunes, whence a piece of 
two pounds of fine grain gold was sold. Afterwards 
they were successfully opened at Buninyong, a deep 
gorge formed by the bed of Anderson's Creek, in the 
heart of stringy bark ranges. 

The weather was unfavorable, and the first attempt 
to levy license fees at the Clunes created discontent. 
A different spirit from that at the Turon was dis- 
played i the people struck their tents and retreated 
further into the ranges, which led to the discovery of 
Ballarat. 

The commissioner having acted with great discre- 
tion, taken pains to conciliate, and applied his me- 
chanical talent to constructing a better cradle, an 
improved feeling was created. 

In September the returns were better — more nug- 
gets — one man eight ounces in a week. Success 
soon brought two hundred up, and, the weather clear- 
ing, gold-gathering became one of the trades of Yic- 
toria, and license fees, being found a protection, were 
paid willingly. Diggers combined to preserve order, 
held meetings and settled all disputed points. 

At Clunes the rock was mined ; at Ballarat the soil 
only was washed. 

In October the government escort was established, 
and large returns were raised daily. By the middle 
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of the month ten thousand men were at work with 
1,200 or 1,300 cradles at Ballarat The estimated daily 
earnings were £10,000, veiy unequally distributed. 

In the same month a public meeting of the Ballarat 
diggers was held, to adopt measures for securing a 
supply of water during the coming dry season, and a 
subscription of one shilling a head was commenced 
for the purpose of damming up the waters of the creek ; 
the commissioner of crown lands was elected treasu- 
rer ; and any surplus was to go towards an hospital 
for the sick diggers. 

In September the gold was found in such quanti- 
ties in the new fields of Mount Alexander, more prop- 
erly The Forest Creek Diggmga, being seven miles 
from that mountain, as to attract large numbers from 
Ballarat. 

Here gold was taken up by pocket-knives from soil 
a few inches below the surface in such profusion that 
one man filled a quart pot with small nuggets in the 
course of the day. 

A rush took place from all other diggings to the 
last-found region, and in a very few days there were 
eight thousand at work. 

In November three tons of gold lay at the commis- 
sioner's tent at Forest Creek waiting for an escort, and 
not less than twenty-five thousand persons were work- 
ing at the spot." 

On December Ist, government issued a notice rais- 
ing the license fee to £3 a month ; but this move met 
so much resistance that it was almost immediately 
rescinded. 
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The dry weather setting in, the diggers in the course 
of January were reduced to 10,000 persons. 

In January the new Legislative council came to a 
series of resolutions adverse to the licensing system, 
and suggested an export duty. 

In the same month a working man found at the 
Forest Creek diggings the largest lump of gold yet 
discovered, weighing 27 lbs. 8 oz., perfectly pure, free 
from quartz or other impurity, which he sold to a 
Melbourne dealer. 

On January 27th another gold-field was discovered 
at two hundred and sixty miles from Melbourne, sit- 
uated round Lake Omeo, at the foot of the Australian 
Alps, washed by the River Mitta, which takes its rise 
in the Snowy Mountains. These diggings were so 
amply supplied with water that they could only be 
worked in the dry seasons, which rendered most other 
fields valueless ; but great results have been obtained 
from this new field. 

In May, 1852, the numbers at Mount Alexander 
were estimated at from thirty to forty thousand souls, 
and the state of the roads, hacked up by the constant 
traffic, excited f^ars lest in the rainy season the drays 
from Melbourne should be so impeded that the sup- 
plies of flour and tea would fall short. 

The effect on South Australia of the gold discov- 
eries of the adjoining provinces was ruinous. Their 
copper mines were deserted, fifteen thousand souls 
proceeded to the diggings, almost all their coin was 
abstracted, insolvency became all but universal, in 
some districts the male population was so reduced 

Q 25 
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that the women were in fear of attacks from 
the aborigines, the subordinate officials resigned 
their situations in dozens, while the falling off of the 
revenues rendered any increase of salary a difficult 
question. 

Under these circumstances, on the advice of the 
newly constituted Legislative Council, two measures 
were adopted — First, an ordinance was hurried 
through the Legislative Council by which gold assayed 
and stamped by a government officer was made a legal 
tender for land purchased from government, or for 
customs duties, and for all other payments; bank 
notes of the colony being at the same time also made 
legal tender, under certain restrictions as to extent of 
issue. The main object of this measure was to induce 
successful South Australian gold-diggers to return to 
the colony with their spoils ; and in this respect it 
has proved, to a certain degree, effective. The sec- 
ond measure, of a more simple and practical nature, 
was still more successful. A sum of money was voted 
for opening up an overland route to Mount Alexander. 
The deputy surveyor-general, the commisioner of po- 
lice, with a strong party of sappers and miners, were 
at once employed in clearing away obstructions, sink- 
ing wells, and otherwise in making the road practica- 
ble for drays, for a distance of four hundred miles ; 
and the work was so expeditiously done that by the 
middle of March, having commenced in February, the 
first gold escort from the Forest Creek diggings ar- 
rived in Adelaide. The journey was done in a light 
cart, with relays, in eight days. And in May £76,000 
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had been remitted from the diggers, of which a large 
portion was destined for their families. 

The following sketch is condensed from a paper 
which appeared in the Port Phillip magazine : 

" A Tcmdem Drive from MeQxmme to BaUaarat 

" Having cleared the city we overtook the golden 
army of bullock drays moving northward, surrounded 
by companies of men and lads : occasionally a female 
is seen. Four bulldogs pull one carriage, a great dog 
in the shafts of another, and a man pushing behind 
at a load of near five hundred weight. 

''Presently the splendid panorama opened to view 
an extensive sweep of plains, encircled by mountain 
ranges in the remote distance. Far as the eye can 
reach, the pilgrimage, italine moving along the undu- 
lations, now hid, now rising into view — English and 
Germans, Irish and Scotch, Tasmanians 

"Sixteen drays at Tuille's Ford, and nearly two 
hundred people. It is nearly impassable, from the 
fresh current of yesterday's rain. But the men, tail- 
ing on to the ropes by dozens, pull both the horses 
and carts through. Somie there are pulling, some 
cooking their midday meals, some unloading their 
drays, some moving off the ground. Over the ford, 
the road is delightful, the scenery charming, the land 
more broken, and timbered like a park. Ladidak 
comes in view, a beautiful ravine formed by the con- 
vergence of several hills, at the base of which the river 
so winds that it must be crossed thrice. 

" Where formerly wa» silence, only broken by the 
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voice of the bell bird, now bullock drays, bullocks, 
and bullock drivers, are shouting, roaring, and swear* 
ing up the hills, or descending, splashing through the 
once clear stream. On, on until the expanse of Bac- 
chus Marsh opens, until lately a fevorite meeft of our 
hounds. 

" A camp of tents had been formed by those who 
think it discreet to put off the crossing struggle until 
their beasts have had the benefit of a night's rest ; 
loud is the ringing of bullock bells ; meanwhile an 
impromptu bridge of a tree has been thrown across 
the river, and men are crossing and recrossing like a 
stream of ants. A dray deep in the stream makes a 
complete capsize before it can be hauled through. 

"Our tandem dog-cart dashes through gallantly, 
we reach the Pentland Hills, where another encamp- 
ment has been formed in the long ravine, we trot on 
slowly, the moon bright, the sky cloudless, a sharp 
frost nips the uplands, the campers eating, drinking, 
and smoking; architects, jewellers, chemists, book- 
sellers^ tailor, tinker, and sailor, all cold but cheerful. 
At the next station we halt and enjoy our friend's fire 
and supper. 

"The next morning broke bright and fresh; the 
ground was white with frost ; at daylight the train of 
pilgrims were crossing the plain — the Germans with 
wheelbarrows led the way. At Ballan we find the 
inn eaten out. A horse passed at speed bearing on 
his back two horsemen. We meet sulky parties of 
the imsuccessful returning, and see signs in small ex- 
cavations of prospecting parties. The forest grows 
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denser ; toward evening we reach the hospitable roof 
of Lai Lai J where at daybreak all the laughing jack- 
asses of the colony seemed to have established a rep- 
resentative assembly. Ha, ha, ha ! ho, ho, ho I hu, 
hu, hu ! rang forth in every variety of key innu- 
merous. 

"The cavalcade in motion splashes through the 
broad river, where one driver, in his shirt, without 
breeches, walks beside and urges on his horses, fear- 
ful of his dray sticking on the way. Our next point 
is Warren Neep, where we refresh with a draught 
from the delicious mineral springs. Two miles from 
Warren Neep the hills begin gradually to slope 
towards Ballarat. The forest trees are loftier and 
denser, but the surface soil is not so richly grassed. 
The road emerges on to a rich bottom of considerable 
extent, and the hill to the left extends upwards in 
such a gentle slope as to diminish the appearance of 
his height. Within a mile and a half of Golden 
Point the tents begiu to peer through the trees. The 
Black Hill rises precipitously on the right from a 
creek that washes its base, and through its thick — 
forest covering the road is visible down which the 
carriers are conveying their earth. 
" " The bank of the creek is lined with cradles, and 
the washers are in full operation. Round the base of 
the mountain, on the further side, at right angles witli 
this creek, the River Lee flows ; and for half a mile 
along its bank the cradles are at work. We de- 
scend, leave the road, cross the bottom, spring 
over a dam, and are among the workmen. ' Rock, 
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Tod^ rock I swish, swosh, swishi' sncii the nmyeTsal 
sound. 

*^ Hie cradle is placed lefigthwise with the water. 
The eradUman^ holding die handle in his left hand, 
with a stick or scraper to break the Inmps of earth or 
stir np the contents, keeps the cradle constantly going. 
The waterman^ standing at the head of the cradle 
with a ladle of an j kind, keeps baling water continn- 
onsly into it A third man washes carefnllj into a 
large tin dish the deposit that has fidlen through the 
sieves of the cradle on to the boards beneath, carries 
it into the stream, where he stands knee-deep, and, 
tilting the dish np nnder the water, and shaking 
its contents, the predons metal fidls to the bottom, 
while the earth and sand are washed out by the water. 

"After long washing the glittering dust is seen 
along the bottom edges of the dish. This residnam 
is carefully washed into a pannikin, dried over the 
fire, and bottled or packed for exportation. Mean- 
while the "cradleman'* and "waterman" examine 
the quartz stones in the upper sieve for quartz gold. 
Occasionally some are found with pieces of quarts ad- 
hering, the rest are thrown aside. The cradle filled, 
the men are at work again, and the rock, rock recom- 
mences. On the top of the hill the diggers are hard 
at work ; the carriers descend the steep side, dragging 
a loaded sled filled with the gold-impregnated earth, 
some with vessels on their heads, others with bags on 
their backs. The earth thrown down, they r^cend 
the toilsome way ; and this is the process ' from mom 
till dewy eve.* 
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" Returning to the road, the outer encampment this 
side of Golden Point became visible. A sound is 
heard like the continuous beat of a thousand muffled 
drums, or the rushing of a mighty waterfall. As we 
issue from the trees the cause is beheld. From the 
margin of the forest a broad swamp spreads, through 
which the Lee runs. Over against you the broad 
shoulder of a bold hill is pushed out to meet its at- 
tacking waters, and round its base run the swamp 
waters, uniting with the river. Along this the cra- 
dles are ranged for about half a mile, on both sides 
of the creek and down the river, forming the letter T 
with the ends upturned. They are crowded so closely 
together as barely to permit being worked, in some 
places in triple file. As this distance you see some 
of the excavations, and the carriers swarming up and 
down hill with all sorts of vessels, from the bag to the 
wheelbarrow. The enormous ant-hive swarms like a 
railway cutting, where the crown of a hill is carried 
down to fill a valley. 

"Higher up the hill's crest, along its sides, and 
stretching down to the sw^mp far away to the right 
and left, are the tents, thickly clustered and pitched, 
and, far beyond, the lofty white-barked trees form a 
background. His is Ballarat 1 

" Crossing the swamp, we reach the commissioner's 
tent, where he is trying a depredator, who, for want 
of a lock-up, has been tied to a tree all through the 
hard night's frost. 

"Troops of horses, drays, carts, and gigs, with their 
owners, are all around. Squatter, merchant, farmer, 
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shopkeeper, laborer, shepherd, artisan, law, physic, 

and divinity, are all here 

You meet men you have not seen for years, but they 
recognize you first, for even your most intimate friends 
are scarcely to be known in their disguise of costume, 

beard, and dirt 

* Welcome to Golden Point 1 ' * Ah, old friend I hard- 
ly knew you. How are you getting on ? ' * Did no- 
thing for a week ; tried six holes and found no gold. 
My party, disheartened, left me. I found another 
party; sunk eighteen feet until we came to the 
quartz, and dug through it, and now I have reached 
the blue clay. It is a capital hole ; come and see it.' 
" Imagine a gigantic honeycomb, in which the cells 
are eight feet wide and from six to twenty-five feet 
deep, with the partitions proportionately thin, and to 
follow a friend to find a hole in the very midst is dan- 
gerous work — 

' lightly tread, 'tis hollowed ground.' 

" The miners move nimbly about, with barrow, pick, 
and bag, swg.rming along the narrow ledgas, while 
below others are picking, shoveling, and heating the 
stove. 

" * No danger, sir ; our bank is supported by quartz. 
We've got to the gold at last. Made an ounce yes- 
terday. There was a man killed yesterday three 
holes off; the bank feU down on him as he was squat- 
ting down this way, picking under the bank, and 
squeezed him together. His mate had his head cut, 
and was covered up to the throat' 
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" Down the shady excuse for a ladder, half the way, 
ihen a jump, and the bottom of the capital hole is 
gained. Nearly four feet of red sand formed the up- 
per layer, next a strata of pipeclay, below which lie 
the quartz boulders ; then a formation of quartz peb- 
bles, with sand impregnated with iron ; this penetra- 
ted, the bluish marl is reached in which the vein 
of gold is found. 

" Down among the men washing there is nothing 
to be observed. The work is earnest — no time for 
talk. 

"The commissioner has a busy time in issuing 
licenses. His tent has the mounted police on one 
side, and the native police on the other. The black 
fellows are busy tailoring; one on the broad of his 
back, in the sun, with his eyes shut, chanting a mo- 
notonous aboriginal dity. 

" Three men are waiting their turn with the com- 
missioner. 

" ' I say. Bill, this here's rayther respectable oki- 
pashum — that cove with the specs is a first-class swell 
in Melbourne, and there's a lot in the same party 
with him. The greatest nobs are all the same as uz 

snobs I I saw Mr. from the Barwon here this 

morning : he found his shepherd in a hole getting 
gold, an no mistake ! He comes with his brother to 
have a turn with the rest ; but when he saw him he 
looked non-plushed, and said to himself, ""Well, I 
can't go down to this," — and I believe the fool started 
back ; — but come, it's our turn now.' 

0* 
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"The evening shadows fall, the gun from the com- 
missioner's tent is fired, the signal for digging to 
cease, the fires blaze up, the men gather round them 
for their evening meal, their smoke floats over the 
trees as over a city, the sounds of labor are hashed, 
but are succeeded by loud voices and ringing langh- 
ter, mingled with the bells of the browsing oxen, and 
the dogs baying more loudly as the darkness grows 
more dark. A party of gamblers are staking each a 
pinch of gold-dust on the turn of a copper. The na- 
tive police, lithe and graceful as kangaroo-dogs, are 
enjoying a round of sham combat ; one black fellow- 
attacks with a frying-pan ; the other pretends toslioot 
him with his knife : a painter might study their atti- 
tudes. Hark I to the sax-horns from the Black Hill 
floating to us across the valley ; close at hand the 
sweet melody of German hymn in chorus rises ; and 
then down from toward the river comes the roaring 
chorus of a sailor's song. The space and distance 
mellow in one harmonious whole all the sounds ; and 
as we retreat they fall upon one wearied with hard 
labor, like the rich hum of an English meadow in 
harvest time. 

" A flash ! a bang I another I now platoon-firing, 
become infectious : the sounds of war mingle with 
and overpower the music.'' 

Sumday at the Diggings. — " The warm day termi- 
nated in a bitter cold night, and a storm of snow and 
hail ushered in Sunday ; for we are 1,200 feet above 
the sea, On the Sabbath digging and washing gold 
oeafie } bi;t the axe and tUe hammer ring continually y» 
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and the crash of falling timber booms over the hills. 
The miners, with what few wives are there, are buil- 
ding huts, mending tents, gathering fire-wood, and 
washing out their mud-stained garments. 

" The men soon assume a clean and more civilized 
costume, form groups, compare notes, make calls. 
The unsuccessful wander off into remote spots, pros- 
pecting. Some start for the post-office. The tide of 
emigrants flows in, and men who never before dwelt 
out of reach of an inn and a waiter have to learn now 
to camp under a tree and cook a chop without a 
frying-pan." 

Mount Alexander by an eye-witness : — 

" Mount ALEXAin>]EB, March 2. 

"I returned yesterday evening from the Forest Creek diggings, 
aher a sojourn of some fourteen days, during which time I hare 
employed myself iu colleeting such information as may prove 
serviceable to your readers. 

"Any description of the scene which bursts upon the new comer 
as he descends the ranges that border the creek would be next to 
superfluoTis, for so many writers have gone before in the portraiture 
of your own numerous diggings that it would be but repetition 
were I to delineate those of Mount Alexander. The same numerous 
tents, the same blazing watch>fires, the same barking of dogs and 
firing of guns, the same busy hum of man invading the territory 
hitherto given up to the beast or the savage ; all these are the 
same as with you — If I, perhaps, except that with us there is much 
more of each and every of them than there is in your colony. The 
Forest Creek diggings extend for a distance of some ten or twelve 
miles down the creek of that name, which is a tributary of the 
lioddon, the whole of the short ridges and gullies running down 
into it having proved highly auriferous, while many of the back 
ranges and gullies have also produced good samples of gold. 

*'Two miles furUier down the oreek the tent of the commissioner 
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is situated, forming of coarse the official, though not the real, centre 
of the diggings; and around this, as if his very presence gave secu- 
rity, innumerable stores are built, while the whole space is thickly 
covered with tents. Just at this spot^ also, Fryar's Creek joins tlie 
Forest Greek, the diggings extending some eight or ten miles, if not 
more, from the junction; the road, however, crosses the ranges a 
little below the post-office, extending about five miles, when it 
comes upon the creek in the heart of the diggings. The first 
range, or rather ridge, below the post-office, is the celebrated Red 
Hill, where such large amounts of gold were collected, and at the 
base of which the great surface washings lay. This base is a free- 
stone rock, with a slight slope to the east. On this lies a Heavy 
concrete mass, principally of ironstone, while the whole of the f^oil 
to the surface is strongly impregnated with iron, giving the hill the 
red appearance from which its name is derived. On the top of the 
ridge the holes that have been sunk have seldom exceeded twenty- 
four or twenty feet when the rock was reached ; but at the base the 
rock seems to have been almost cleared, doubtless by the action of 
floods of the mass that must have at some time covered it, leaving 
it in many cases bare, and scattered the golden treasures that 
reposed upon it among the alluvial soil of the gully. iN'ext to the 
Bed Hill is the Adelaide Hill, and beyond that again the White 
Hill, both of which are also n#t unknown to fame, from the vast 
quantities of gold that have bedu drawn from their bosoms. In a 
narrow gully across the creek, and nearly opposite the post-office, 
is the cemetery of the diggings; already there are six graves, the 
last having been filled so late as Thursday last 

''These were the first localities upon which digging was com- 
menced, and yet there are still very many of the holes that are 
being profitably worked. From these the diggers have gradually 
extended themselves, till there is hardly a range or a watercourse 
that has not been delyed into in search of the * glittering dross.' 
This is more the case at present than at any other time, as the 
scarcity of water will not allow of any earth being washed but such 
as will produce a very large amount of gold. Water is attainable, 
but not in the waterholes of the creek, every one of which is now 
choked up by the tailings of the cradles ; but by sinking on the 
flats of the creek very good water is procured at a depth of about 
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twenty feet. Thia plan is now being pursued. A party sinks a 
well, and then cuts a hole for washing in, the cradle being placed 
in a convenient position ; water is then drawn up from the well, 
and the soil, which has been carted from the hole where it was 
dug, is thus washed. In all cases the stu£f washed is some yery 
choice pickings from the strata of the hole such as the experience 
of the miner leads him to believe may contain gold. Very many, 
however, who dislike the toil and expense attendant upon this pro- 
cess, are simply working their holes as dry diggings — nuggetting, 
as it is called here — putting aside such of the stu£f as appears 
likely, and saving it for a more propitious season. Many hundreds 
have done this, and the advent of rain will turn out an amount of 
gold that will astonish the good folks of Melbourne. 

'* Another effect that the drought has had has been that it has 
dispersed the diggers in every direction over the face of the 
country. Gullies, creeks, hills, ridges, watercourses, and ranges, 
have all been ransacked and turned over, till the whole country is 
now pretty well known to some or other of the diggers ; and with 
water several spots that are known to be rich will be worked to 
advantage. In this search it is amusing to see the eagerness of the 
gold-seekers. Dozens will watch tKe movements of a prospector; 
while the slightest rumor of a golden discovery in any particular 
locality will send hundreds to the spot, and will cause the ground 
to be parceled out, lotted, and worked with the most astounding 
rapidity.'* 



CHAPTEE XX. 

CONCLUSION. 

Theoughout this work it liafl been our chief en- 
deavor to aflRord information on various important 
subjects not to be found to the same extent in other 
works. We have not space, and have not attempted 
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to digest the nmnerons and most interesting accounts 
of the gold-fields which are constantly appearing in 
the daily and weekly press. These accounts alone 
would fill a volume of description and incidents. In 
a picturesque point of yiew, the task will be much 
better performed by some of the several distinguished 
authors who are engaged in making a tour of the 
gold districts. 

The results of the discovery to the intending colo- 
nists and colonizing statesman may be summed up in 
a few words and figures. 

Hie two colonies of New South Wales and Victoria 
had in 1850 a population something short of a quarter 
of a million, which at the close of 1852 will have 
swelled to near three hundred thousand souls. Hiese 
colonies exported in that year to the value of two 
millions four hundred thousand pounds sterling, of 
which one million six hundred thousand pounds was 
derived from wool, and three hundred thousand 
pounds from tallow. The imports amounted to two 
million and eighty thousand pounds, of which the 
greater proportion consisted of British manufactures 
imported in British ships. 

Up to May, 1852, exactly twelve months after the 
first party, under the direction of Edward Hargreaves, 
raised gold from Summerhill Creek, gold had been 
exported from New South Wales and Victoria to the 
value of three millions six hundred thousand pounds 
sterling, and the value of the then rate of production 
was calculated at ten millions sterling. The revenue 
of New South Wales for the quarter ending 31 st 
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March, 1852, had risen in round numbers to £120,000, 
being an excess of £30,000 over the same quarter in 
1851. The revenue of Victoria for the same period 
to £230,000, being an increase of fully £180,000 over 
the same quarter of 1861, 

At the same time the export of gold, which has in 
the first year exceeded by twelve hundred thousand 
pounds all the previous exports of the two gold-pro- 
ducing colonies, has had the effect of attracting and 
establishing a broad stream of self-supporting emigra- 
tion. Previous to those discoveries four-fifths of the 
emigration to Australia consisted of destitute agricul- 
ture laborers and their wives, whose passages were 
paid out of the rents and sales of waste lands. The 
self-paying emigration will very soon exceed in num- 
bers the government emigration, and thus the colonial 
population will be recruited by a much more intelli- 
gent, educated, and active class than those who have 
hitherto been draughted out for service as shepherds 
and laborers from the least educated districts of Eng- 
land and Ireland. 

Up to the present time there is no evidence that the 
forebodings of the pastoral proprietors as to the total 
destruction of the flocks have been realized, although 
it is probable that during the year 1852 the increase 
of flocks, which has been hitherto proceeding at the 
rate of sixty per cent, per annum, will be arrested. 
A very large per centage of the new arrivals find the 
labor of gold digging and gathering greater than they 
can endure, and these must necessarily fall back upon 
the staple employments of the colony, as shepherds, 

26 
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stockmen, plonglimen, agricultural laborers, garden- 
ers, and vinedressers. We believe that after a very 
short period of reaction it will be found, that while 
the great prizes of the gold-fields are sufficient to 
attract a steady stream of self-supporting emigration, 
the overplus unfit for such laborious work will be 
sufficient to maintain, if not to increase, the flocks of 
«heep, the herds of cattle and horses, which have 
hitherto supplied the exports of the two colonies, and 
to carry on those copper mines of South Australia, 
which are really worth working with the pick, 
although it may close those opened by the aid of the 
pen and share list. 

If these anticipations are realized, and our figures 
support them, gold will increase, not supersede, the 
employment and exports hitherto maintained. It will 
do more. Every gold-digger gives occupation to at 
least three other men, in feeding him, clothing him, 
and moving what he produces and what he consumes 
backwards and forwards. Meat lately worthless has 
a new value in a gold district, and land has become 
worth tilling, which, however fertile, was, in an agri- 
cultural point of view, valueless before for want of 
a near market. 

It is a most favorable feature of the Australian 
gold-fields that they are within reach of settled com- 
munities, surrounded by live beef and mutton, and by 
land of the best quality, which only needs the hoe 
and the plough, roughly handled, to produce great 
crops of wheat, maize, and every green vegetable. 
The Bathurst district abounds with valleys and up- 



FAMILY OOLONXZATION. 403 

lands in which crops never fiiil. The two gold-fields 
of Victoria are even more rich in arable land ; and 
the latest-reported discovery round Lake Omeo, in 
Gipp's Land, will establish farms, under a genial 
climate, in a land as fertile and romantic as the best 
districts of Switzerland. These lands will not remain 
untilled. The correspondent of the TimeSy writing 
on the 26th of April, observes: — "One of the moet 
satisfactory features about Australian gold-digging is 
the very general disposition of the successful miners 
to invest their earnings in real estate. Homesteads 
are eagerly sought after by the men who have labored 
for* a few months in the rivers and creeks ; domestic 
considerations prevail over the speculative ambition, 
and, unlike the gambling, roving, Califomian, the 
Australian gold-digger has no sooner filled his pock- 
ets than he sets to work to settle his wife comfortably 
in A cottage with a neat garden, reserving to himself 
the ultima ratio of another visit to the mines, in case 
his little farming or storekeeping speculation should 
turn out unsuccessful. Despite the ruinous effects of 
fifty years' felony, domestic relations and domestic 
virtues are rapidly growing up among us, and the 
dreadM remembrances attached to a populovs vi/ro- 
ram are fast fading away." 
Thanks to the exertions of Captain and Mrs. Chis- 
olm, the principle of family colonization has been 
introduced among the successful gold-diggers. Large 
sums are arriving in England by every ship to pay 
the passage of parents, children, and other relatives 
of the non-gold-digging class, with the object of es- 
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tablishing them in little freeholds, gardens, or farms, 
according to their means. 

It is to the Family Colonization that we must 
look to counteract the gambling spirit produced hj 
gold-digging. 

Sir Charles Trevelyan has taken advantage of the 
distressed condition of the Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland, and of the great pastoral proprietors of 
Australia (with one with too much, with the other 
with too little labor) to copy part of Mrs. Chisholm's 
plan of " Family Colonization," and to induce the 
government commissioners to send, and the squatters 
of Australia to accept, grandfathers and grandmoth- 
ers and grand children as make-weights with the able- 
bodied emigrants ; lending them £3 for outfit, to be 
repaid in the colony. 

This measure has tapped a new source, and will 
supply a useful pastoral Celtic element of colonization 
as long as it lasts, for Scotland has never had a fair 
share of the benefits of Australian emigration. We 
have, therefore, no fear for the ultimate increase and 
present preservation of the flocks of Australia.* 

* Sir Charles Trevelyan has published in an expensive, elaborate 
shape, all his doings in this matter, but has forgotten to acknowl- 
edge that the features of his plan for which he takes most credit, 
that "the people go in entire families — each ship is a colony in 
itself — from the grandfather and grandmother to the newly born 
infant^ they all go," was first introduced and practiced by Mrs. Chis- 
holra, and much ridiculed at the time by Sir Charles' friends, the 
squatters. In the Slains Castle, which sailed in September, 1860, 
under Mrs. Chisholm's auspices, there was a grandmother of eighty 
yeara of age, who safely reached her destination, and every ship 
since has contained instances equally remarkable. 
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We do not share the dark anticipations which hav0 
been indulged in by the representatives of the squat- 
ting interest ; we do not expect that tens of thousands 
of stock will nlarch masterless into the wilderness, 
and be utterly destroyed. 

But it is probable that very considerable loss will 
be sustained by the class who have been in the habit 
of depending on overseers for the care of enormous 
sheep-runs ; on them the chief injury of gold discov- 
ery, and consequent high wages and independent la- 
borers, will fail ; they will suffer as handloom weavers 
have suffered from the introduction of steamlooms, as 
coach proprietors and innkeepers from ralways, as 
farmers on high-rented clay lands from free-trade 
prices ; but the colonies and the parent state will reap 
inestimable benefits in wealth, in population, in 
power, in civilization, and the spread of the domes- 
tic virtues. 

The new and respectable class of emigrants, of 
moderate means, ^ho will live by the gold-diggers, 
but not by gold-digging, will, if allowed fair play, be 
quite numerous enough to keep up the export of wool 
and tallow without aid from paupers, or convicts, or 
horrible, heathen Chinese, whom Mr. Gibbon "Wake- 
field proposes to introduce as slaves. 

Other prophets of evil have vaticinated an entire 
disorganization of society, from the influx of rude, 
barbarous, uneducated men suddenly placed in pos- 
session of great wealth, or at enormous wages. 

In New South Wales, where a well organized soci- 
ety and police exist, no such evils have been realized ; 
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on Fort Phillip the ontrages which have occurred 
have been perpetrated by felons whom oar govern- 
ment insists on conveying, free of cost, to Yan Die- 
men's Land, and there setting free. 

Whole shiploads of criminals receive a ticket of 
leave on landing in Yan Diemen's Land : as soon as 
their hair is grown, and they have earned or stolen 
thirty shillings, they proceed to the gold-fields to com- 
pete with, insult, demoralize and plunder the honest 
men who have paid their own expenses of outfit and 
voyage, or at any rate have arrived unqualified by 
crime. 

If we persist in a policy so barbarously unjust to 
honest emigrants and colonists, we must expect the 
continuance of crime and outrage until such time as 
the Australians are numerous enough to rise in rebel- 
lion, and send us back our governors and convicts in 
the same ship. 

The future connection between Great Britain and 
her Australian provinces depends on two points — the 
character of the colonists dispatched from this coun- 
try, and the character of the legislation of the British 
Parliament on colonial questions. 

Free passages, by raising the price of shipping, are 
a tax on those willing to pay for themselves. 

Family self-paying, self-supporting colonization will 
form the best social and moral police for the gold- 
diggers. The time has come, then, for abolishing 
government emigration. It must be left, like everj 
other great undertaking in England, to the private 
enterprise of the emigrating classes. All absentee 
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companies, mixing up land-jobbing and colonization, 
are a folly or a fraud, or both. 

As a counter-attraction to the gold-diggings, let the 
price of Australian land fifty miles from the respect- 
ive capitals be reduced to the American price, five*' 
shillings an acre. 

Then thousands of families who have not more than 
one or two hundred pounds each will be able to afford 
to pay their own passages — father and mother, chil- 
dren and grandchildren, who would not emigrate to 
be servants, but who will gladly go to colonize their 
own land, and establish " hearths and homes" round 
Ballarat and Mount Alexander. Pastoral pursuits 
will always have their fair share of attraction, but the 
interests of Christian civilization require that as many 
as posrible of the people be attached to the soil. To 
the successful gold-digger the present price of land is 
nothing ; but we ought to hold out the attraction of 
freeholds to English families who seek peace and in- 
dependence, and not to the philosopher's stone. 

The revenue of New South "Wales amounted, in 
1851, to £476,692, of which £332,452 is derived 
from general taxation and customs, and £144,240 from 
sale and rent of land and gold. Out of this sum the 
colonial legislature, under its reformed shape, has the 
control of £258,952, and the British treasury the irre- 
sponsible expenditure of £217,740, or nearly, one-half. 
The revenue of Victoria amounts to £928,396, of 
which the British treasury has the expenditure of 
£747,308 ; " in other words, the home government 
undertakes the management of £865,000 of our money. 
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